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May 18. 

X HE Commons aflembled agreeable to the return of the 
writs, and a number of members being fworn by ihe Lord 
Steward, they attended His Majefty at the bar of the Houfe 
of Peers, where the Lord Chancellor addrefled the Clerk in 
the ufual terms* — ^^That His Majefty deferred declaring the 
caufes of calling this Parliament until there Jhould be a 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons— and therefore dired>ing 
them to chufe a fit perfon to be their Speaker, and prefent 
fuch perfon the next day. 

The members being returned to their own Houfe, and the 
pleafure of His Majeity being fignified by Mr Hatlell, 

The Marquh of Graham moved ^* That the right ho- Marquis of 
nourable Charles- Wolfran Cornwall be called to tl)e chair." ^^^"^'^^ 
This was feconded by Sir George Howard. 

Mr. Fox highly approved of the motion for re-feating the Mr, F«x. 
late Speaker. He role only for the purpofe of taking nx>tice 

* For the detail of the bufinefs of elcfting a Speaker, vide this 
work, vol. I,, for the year 1780. 

Vol. XV. , B rf 
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- I 

of the criminal aad unwarrantable conduct of the High BailiiF 
of Weftminfter, who had not obeyed . the precept, and had 
made no return whatever, or what was at leaft equal to no, 
return*^. Mr. Fox fpofce of the conduft<rfthe High Bailiffs 
in terms of great indignation, and gave notice to the Houfe 

* The elcftion for the city of Weftminfter continued till the 1 7th, 
the day before the return of the writ. The High. Baili£f made the 
following return : 

** Thomas Corbett, BailiflFiof tkc libetty of the Dean and Chapter 
of the collegiate church of St. Peter, at Weftminfter, in the county" 
of Middlefex, doth hereby certify uiito the Sheriff of the. faid co^unty. 
cf'Middkfex, that by virtue of a pertain precepty dated the 16th day- 
of March laft, and on the fame day delivered to him the faid Bailiff^ 
by the faid Sheriff, for the ele6tion of two Cittiens to fervc in the 
eiifuing Parliament for the city of Weftminfter, and by virtue of the 
writ therein recited (proclamation of the premifes.in^he faid precept 
firft tnentioned, of the day and place, as in the faid precept is di- 
reftcd, firft being made), he the faid Bailiff did proceed to the elec- 
tion of two Citizens to ferve in.the enfuing Parliament for the faid 
city of Weftminfter, on the ift day of April now laft paft, on which 
day appeared and were- put in noinination.the three candidates herein 
after mentioned, and a pull being demanded, he tlve faid Bailiff did 
forthw th proceed to take the faid. poll, and continued to take the fame 
day by day, during fix hours each daf , vit. from nine in the forenoon 
to three in the afternoon, until the day of the date of thefe prefents 
inclufive, -on which day the fdid poll was finally clofed, when the 
"numbers on the faid poll for the faid candidates ftood as follow, viz. 

For the Right Hon. Sir Samuel Hood, Baronet, 

Baron Hood of the kingdom of Ireland^ -^ — 6694 

For the Right Hon. Charles-James Fox, — — . — 6233 

For Sir Cecil Wray, Baronet, 599 8 

The faid Bailiff farther fets forth, That on the faid final clofc of 
the poll, a fcrutiny was duly demanded in behalf of Sir Cecil "tVray : 
which fcrutiny the faid^ Bailiff has granted for thepurpofe of invefti* 
gating the legality of the votes more acurately than could be done on 
the faidpoll : and the faid' fcrutiny, fo granted, is now pehding and 
undetermined, and by reafon of the premifes, the faid Bailiff humbly 
conceives he cannot make any other return to the faid Precept than 
as herein before is contained, until the faid fcrutiny fliall be deter- 
mined; which be fully intends to proceed upon with all prafticable. 
difpaifcb.-^In witnefs whereof, he, the faid Thomas Corbett, Bailiff* 
of the faid liberty, hath hereunto fet his hand and feal,, the 17th 
day of May, in the year of our Lord, 1 784. 

T H O. C d R B E T T, Bailiff." 
' that 
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that this return muft be inquired into before they could, with 
decency, proceed to any other bufmefs. It was the moft 
attentive concern of the Houfe to take care that the reprefen- 
tatfon of the people was complfeat; and this breach of privi- 
lege ftruck at the root of r^prefentation. If the 'EailiiF of 
Rye had adled like the Bailiff of Weftminfler, they would 
riot have had the moft proper perfon that day to call to the 
chair. He ftated the point in a variety ot.ftrong lights, and ', 

gave notice that he Ihould call the attention of the Houie to 
it, as foon as it was poffible for them^ by their rules, to 
proceed to bufinefs. 

' The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that when the proper The Chan- 
time Came for the difcuflion of the point, he had no doubt ccn«)rof the 
but gentlemen would treat it with the attention which it *^ *^"'^- 
deferved — in the mean time he trufted that the harfll epi- 
thets of the right honourable gentleman would not have any 
influence on the Houfe, nor prejudice them againft the objedl 
of them. , . 

The queftion was carried unanimoufly, and Mr. Cornwall 
was placed in the chair. 

May 19. 

The Commons attended His Majeily at ttie bar of the' 
Houfe of Peers ; and the Speaker being approved of, he 
humbly claimed for the Houfe their ancient privileges; and .^ 
this ceremdhy over. His Majefty opened the fefTion with 
the following moft gracious f^ieech from the throne: 

*^ My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

" I have the greateft fatisfa£lion in meeting you in Par- 
** liament at this time, after recurring, in fo important a 
*< moment, to the fenfe of my people. I have a juft and cou- 
*^ fident reliance, that you are animated with the fame fen- 
** timents of loyalty, and the fame attachment to coir ex- 
*^ cellent conftitution, which I have had the happinefc to 
** fee fo fully manifefted in every part of the kingdom. 
,*^ The happy efFefts of fuch a difpofition will, I doubt not, 
*^ appear in the temper and wifdom of your deliberations, 
** and in tl)e difpatch of the important objects of public 
** bufmefs which dei^iand your attention. It will afford 
** me peculiar pleafure to find, that the exercife of the 
*^ power entrufted to me by the Conftitution, has 
'* been productive of confequences fo beneficial to my 
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mcnts of loyalty and gratitude that it cxprcffcd to His Ma- 
jedy for the parental car^ manifefted by him in his late' ap- 
peal to the fenfc of his People,, and therefore gave it his 
hearty fupport. 

The addrefs having been read frbm the Chair, 
TheEaHof The Earl of Surrey faid, he had hoped that Minifters 
►urrey. would have come forward on that day with fuch an addrefs^ 
as fhould have pafled the Houfe linanimoufly, and not have 
afforded the lead grounds. for difapprobation and diflent. 
That it was far from his intention or defire, to find any" 
fault with the panegyric which the honourable mover of the 
ad'^refs had thought proper to pronounce on the prefent 
Minifter ; no man admired the talents of that right honou- 
rable gentleinan more than he did, nor was there a perfoa 
within thofe walls who more fincerely wifhed the right ho- 
nourable gentleman a fair opportunity of difplaying his/great 
and diftinguifhed abilities with advantage to his country 
and honour to himfelf ; of his integrity he was fully pcr- 
' fuaded, and of his determination to preferve his hign cha- 
rafter free from reproach and impeachment of every kind, 
he had not the fmalleft doubt ; but as he had been bred up 
under the notion of conftantly entertaining a degree of jea- 
loufy of the condudl of Miiiifters, he hoped he might take 
the liberty, without being thought invidious, to declare, 
4hat he did not concur in that part of the addrefs which 
commended and thanked His Majefty for the late diflbtii- 
tion of Parliament. It had been his determination very 
foon to have come forward with a ihotion for purifying the 
ftate of the reprefentation of the People, and of reforming 
/ that Houfe, had the late Parliament been fuffered to con- 
tinue but a fhort time longer. Had that motion been made, 
and been made with the fuccefs which he might, with the 
aflxftance of the right honourable gentleman at the head of 
the Treafury, have been able to procure, he fhould have 
then beeYi warranted to agiree with the argument of the ho- 
• noarable gentleman who had moved the addrefs, that His 
' Majefty, by the late diffolution of Parliament, had appeaU 
ed tp the fenfe of the People. As the ftate of reprefenta- 
tion ftood at prefent, he could by no means accord with 
this pofition, norior a moment even admit that the real 
and genuine fenfe of the People could be colkded by any 
fuch means as a diffolution of Parliament. So far from it, 
the People ha^ only bcennomin^ly concerned in the bufi* 
4 nefs. 
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May 24. 

The fwcaring in of members, and the revival of the 
ftanding orders of the Houfe, took up till near five o'clock. 

Mr. Lee then rofe to bring under the confideration of the ^x, Uc, ' 
Houfe, the return that had been made by the High Bailiff ' 
of Weftminfler to the prcscipc of the Sheriff of -Middlefex, 
jfor elefting two citizens to ferve in Parliament. The con- 
duft of that officer appeared to him to be fuch, that he 
held himfelf warranted^ as a lawyer, in faying that it was 
illegal, contrary to his known duty, and to the exprefs and 
pofitive law of the land. He hoped that if he -wab right * 
in all thefe pofitions, or in any one of them, the Houfe 
would readily agree to the motion which he intended to ' 
make before he fhould fit down. But as the regular way to 
bring the bufinefs before the Hoiife, he moved that the re-^ 
turn, which was to be' the fubjeft of his motion, might be 
read. The Clerk accordingly read it. As foon as the re- 
turn was read, Mr. Lee proceeded. He faid ,that if there 
was one principle in parliamentary law more clear, or more 
indifputable than another, it was this — that a writ ought 
to be returned on the day on which in the writ itfelf it is 
made returnable. This pofition appeared fo evident from 
the words' of the loth and nth of King William III. that 
when he firft heard of the return that had been juft read, 
he firmly believed the meafure muft have been advifed by 
perfons wjio either did not know that fuch an aft was in 
exiftence, or who had fuffered it entirely to efcape their 
memory. To convince the Houfe that he was well found- 
ed in this, he needed only to read the particular part, of the 
a£l to which he alluded, chap. 7. The words are, " For' 
preventing abufes in the returns of writs of fummons for 
the calling and affembling of any Piarliament for the fu- 
ture, or writs for the choice of any new member to ferve 
in Parliament^; and to the end fuch writs may, by the pro» 
per officer or his deputy, be duly returned and delivered to 
the Clerk of the Crown, to be by him filed, according to 
the ancient and legal courfe : Be it enafted by the King's 
moft excellent Majefty, &c. that the Sheriff, or other offi-^ 
cer, having the execution or return of any fuch writ, which . 
fliall be iffued for the future, (hall, on or before the day 
that any future Parliament fhall be called to meet, (and with 
all convenient expedition, not exceeding fourteen days, 
after any ele£lion made by virtue of any new writ) either 
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in perfon, or by his deputy, make return of the fame to 
the, Clerk of the Crown in the High Court of Chancery, 
to be by him filed," &C. , After he had read the words of 
, the ^ftatute, he afked the • Houfe whether any candid and 
impartial man could lay bis hand upon his bread and fay, 
that the High Bailiff had complied with the pofitive injunc- 
tion of this a<St ? Had he returned the writ or praecipe ? 
Had be made any return ? He contended, and on this he 
-was ready to ftake his ch^rafter as a lawyer, that the return 
which had been juft read was no' return at all within t;he • 
ftatute ^hat he had quoted ; and on this head the ftatute 
ffiiould fpeak for itfelf, and, prove, that within the purvieu 
of the aft, the return enjoined by it was a return of mem- 
beirs ; for immediately after the palTage quoted by him from 
the ftatute, follow thefe words — *' and the Sheriff or other 
♦* pcrfon making fuch return, ihall pay to the faid Clerk of 
•^ the Crown, the ancient and lawful fees of four {hillings^ 
*^ and no more, for every knight of the {hire ; and two fhil- 
** lings, and no more, for every citizen, buf'gefs, or baron 
** of the Cinque Ports, returned into the faid Court, to be by 
•* him filed " From this aft then it appeared mod evident, 
that the writs for calling a new Parliament ought, by law, 
to be returned on or before the day on whi^h the Parlia-* 
> ment is to meet : that on that day the members for el^£lion, 
of whom the writs are iffiied, ought to be Ireturned ; and 
tliat the returning officer cpuld not, wit-hout a manifeft 
yiolation of law, refufe to make a return of fudh members. 
As to the fourteen days mentioned in the a£l, they were 
allowed only after eleftions, for filling up vacancies during 
a Parliament ^ and therefore did not apply to the prefent 
cafe, which related to a new Parliament. This, then, 
being the cafe, he was founded in faying, that the iligh 
Bailiff of Weftminfter had adted contrary to law; and con^ 
fequcntly contrary to his duty. That he knew it was his 
duty to make a return on or before the day of the meeting 
of the Parliament, was pretty obvious fiom this circum- 
ftanqe^ that of his own authority he clofed the poll, on the 
jyth inft. the day before the prefent Parliament met. Now 
"what was the juftification of his* condiifl that the High 
Bailiff had f^t up ? It was fimply this — that a fcrutiny had 
J)een demanded, which he had thought proper to grant. 
This, fu rely, at heft, would have been but a lame cxcufe | 
but it had not even the ihadow of anexcufc in the prefent 
cafe, bec^ufe the fcrutiny was granted at a tin^e when by 

law 
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Lord Mahon then rofe to fecond the motion for the pre* Ld. Mahoo 
Vious queftion. He began by obferving that the learned 
gentleman (Mr. Lee) had, in a very laboured fpeech, laid 
downa great deal of law on the fubjeft of eleftions, but 
that the learrted gentleman, for reafons beft known to him- 
felf, had ncglefted to give to the Houfe any information 
that was applicable to the cafe of the late Weflminfter 
elefltion. The learned gentleman has, fays the noble Lord^ 
informed the Houfe, that, on a fcrutiny, the High Bailiff 
of Weftitiinfter had no authority by law to adminifter an 
oath to any perfon to be examined as an evidence, and 
therefore the fcrutiny had been lawfully demanded and 
granted— i-he objedls to its being permitted to go on ; but 
it would have been kind in the learned gentleman, if he had 
imparted rather more of his legal knowledge to the Houfe, ' 

by informing this aflcmbly, of what is equally unqueftion- 
ably true, namely, that it is not in the power of the High 
Bailiff to adminifter fuch an oath even during the poll. 
Yet, the learned gentleman muft acknowledge, that the 
law makes thf High Bailiff a judicial officer during the poll. 
He has, then, no reafpn to objeft to his afling in the fame 
capacity with the fame powers during the poll. 

The learned gentleman has faid much about oaths, with 
which he appears to be pretty' converfant ; it would have 
been as well, if he had had the goodnefs to inform the 
^ Houfe, that the returning officer by law is obliged to take 
an oath, previous to his afting in that capacity; that oath 
is to be found in the ftatute of the 2d Geo. II. chap. 24, 
fee. 3, and it contain^ thefe words, viz. 

** 1 will return fuch perfon or perfons, as fhall, to the 
*^ beft of my judgement, appear to me to have the majority 
<« of legal votes.'* 

It is evident, from the nature of this oath, that there- 
turning officer is by law not only a minifterial, hut a judi- 
cial officer. He is ordered to^form a judgement before he 
anakqs his return. The law which enacts, that any man 
is to judge, Nvfioes, of courfe, '«naft, that he is firft to hear 
the caufe on which he is to decide. If he is to hear the 
caufe, he muft evidently take fuch time as fhall be abfolute- 
Jy neceffary for him to hear it. 

Between' 1 2 and 13,000 perfons have polled at the late " 
"Weftminfter eleftion. The returning officer had it not in 
liis power to examine the validity of all thefe votes during 
-the poll; therefore he takes a longer time to hear the 

C 2 caufe J 
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caufe ^ that is to fay, he grants- a fcrutitiy. Upon what, in 
his judicial capacity, is he to form a judgement? Upon ih( 
majority of legal votes. He is now going upon that en 
quiry, agreeable to the folemn oath which he ha& taken— 
After he has heard the caufe and formed a judgement, Wha 
is he to do next ? Read the oath, and it will appear, that h 
is then, and not beforeV to make his return ot the peffoi 
or perfons \irho (hall appear to him to have the majority o 
legal votes. Nothing, therefore, can be more clear, thai 
that the returning officer, having taken that oath, dl 
■ right to grant a fcrutiny, if legally and duly demanded 

provided that he had it not in his power to have fcrutinizc 
• all the votes during the poll j and provided he had goo 

reafon to doubt (after the poll was concluded) whethc 
both or either of the perfons who had the apparent majorit 
on the poll, had the real majority of legal votes. 

The learned gentleman has not chofen to put his law i 
jeopardy in this Houfe, by maintaining the very finguh 
argument, which- the newfpapers inform us was made di 
of out of this Houfe ; not by a learned, but ty an ingen 
ous and right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) who wj 
pleafed to fay, that the High Bailiff could not proceed i 
this fcrutiny ; becaufe, from the moment that the writ b( 
came returnable, the High Bailiff W2is' futi^Ius officio^ an 
was as little capable, in law, of going on with the ferutin; 
or of making a return for Weftminfler, as' if he were men 
ly the High Bailiff of any other city, or as if he were tl 
Sheriff of Cumberland. 

On the day the writ became returnable, the fetuimiii 
officer for Weftminfter could form no judgement who lis 
the majority of legal votes. He then determined to tal 
the necefTary time to hear the evidence, on which he w 
to form his judgement. He has the power, (nay, it is h 
duty as returning officer) after having formed his judgemeij 
to make, agreeably to his oath, a return of members. I 
is, therefore, clearly not funSf us officio^ but is bound to mal 
a return, which return mufl evidently follow, and not pr 
ctAc his forming a judgement upon the queftion of thie m 
jority of legal votes. If he be not fundus officio^ when 1 
makes the return, it is evident that he cannot be fun^ 
cfficio at any anterior period; that is, he is not ^aii^ 
offidoy as it has been afferted, during the fcrutiny. Tl 
idle idea of the returning officer being funSius officio^ pen 
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ing the fqrutmy, is too abfurd almoft to dcferve an an- 
fwer. 

The learned gentleman has quoted to the Houfe, as an 
unanfwerable proof of the delinquency of the^ High Bailiff^ 
the ftatute of the loth and nth of William III, chap. 7^ 
fee. I. It is not a little fingular, that any man, calling 
hlmfelf a lawyer, (hould quote that ftatute for that pur- 
pofe. , 

Lord Mahon then movedj ** That the Clerk do read this 
ftatute ;** which being done, his Lordftiip faid, he had no 
doubt in hi8\)wn mind what was the proper conftruftion of 
that ftatute. ^ 

In the firft place, he would be bold to maintain, that 
that law related to writs, and to writs only, and had no- 
thing whatfoever to do with precepts ; and gentlemen well 
knew, that a writ had been iffiied from the Qerk of the 
Crown, to the Sheriff of the county of Middlefex, and 
that the Sheriff of Middlefex did then deliver, not a writ, 
but a precept, to the High Bailiff of the city of Weft- 
minfter. 

It is evident from a variety of circumftances, that that 
ftatute does not relate to precepts. 

The aft never mentions the word precept. The penalty 
of 500I. that it inflifts, is relative to the return of Merits ; 
and as it is a penal liatnte, it muft be conftrued literally, 
and not oiherwife. 

The reafon why it alludes to writs only, will appear evi- 
dent, frbm an attentive examination of the principle of the 
law of eleftions, as contained in the ftatutes of the 5th of 
Richatd II. chap. 4. of the 7th of Henry IV. chap. 15. of 
the nth of Henry IV. chap. i. of the 23d of Henry 
VI. chap, 14. and of the 7th and 8th of William HL 
chap. 7. 

That this ftatute of the -roth and nth of Williahi III. 
does not allude to precepts, but to writs only, is farther 
evident, from this confideration ; that it is enaSed therein, 
that ^' the Sheriff (or other officer^ making fuch return, 
*^ fliall pay to the Clerk of the Crown, the ancient and 
<* lawful fees of four (hillings,'* &c. Now it is evident, 
that the High Bailiff of Weftminfter has no fees to pay to 
the Clerk of the Crown; and therefore this'adl of Parlia- 
ment doej? not relate to his precept, but folely to writs* 
The other words of the a£t make it equally clear. 

I Some 
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Some other learned gentlemen may perhaps think fit t6 
argue, that the faid ftatute is not comfined to writs, becaufe 
it fpeaks of y the Sheriff, or other officer, haying the ex:e- 
** cution and return of any fuch writ*" But the fecotid fec- 
tion of the .ftatute clearly explains who is tneant by that 
other officer, namely, the proper officer of the Cinque 
Ports, to whom an additional time is allowed to ifTue the 
precepts therein mentioned, and who has the return of a 
writ, as well as the Sheriff of a epunty. 

But let it be fu,ppofed for a moment, folely for the fake 
of argument, that that a£t ©f Parliament does extend tb 
the return of precepts as well as to the return of writs. 
Xhen it will be anfwered by the High Bailiff, that a return 
has been made in due time, viz. a fpecial return : therefore 
the High Bailiff has complied with che diredion of the law. 

Lord Mahon then faid, he would demonftrate (even ad* 
mitting that the ftatute of the loth and nth of William 
III. did fully extend to the cafe of the High Bailiff of Weft^ 
minfter) that the Houfe ought not 'to cenfure ,him, bjit 
ought to order him to proceed in his fcrutiny, provided the 
High Bailiff could (hew that he had granted it on good 
, grounds. 

The ftatute enafts, in the firft place, that, in the cafe 
of a general eledion, a return fliall be made to the Clerk of 
the Crown, ** on or before the day that the Parliament 
«^ ftiall be called to meet." 

It enaSs, in the next place, that, in the cafe of ** any 
** new writ," iffued in the middle of a Parliament, a re- 
turn fhall be made ta the Clerk of the Crown, *' with all 
*.* convenient expedition, not exceeding fourteen days after 
<< the eleaion." . 

Lord Mahon then moved that the Clerk do read the pro^* 
ceedings of the Houfe in the famous cafe of the Weftmin- 
fter eleftion, when Lord Trcntham and S}r George Van- 
deput were the candidates, and which eleftion was in con* 
fequence of a new 'Writ in the middle of a Parliament. 
(See the Journals of the Houfe of Commons of the 2ad 
and 23d days of February, 1749.) 

On th« 22d of February, " Notice is taken that no re^ 
** turn had been made to the writ for the elefting a citizen 
*• to ferve in 'Parliament for the city of Weftminfter." 
Upon this the Houfe ordered the High Bailiff to attend. 

The next day the High Bailiff did attend, and was " 
•xamined. 

• Did ' 
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T)id the Houfc commit him ? No.— Did the Houfc^-ordcr 
him to make ,a return before he ha^ finiflied the fcrutiny 
which he had granted ? No. — ^.Did the Houfe cenfure him 
for haying difoheyed ihe ftatute of the loth and lith of 
William III. by not baying made a return within the firft 
fourteen days after the eicftion ? No. rr^" The Speaker 
'^ (oy the direftion of tl^e 'Houfe) recommen^ded to him 
f* fome particulars of liis duty ; affiired him that the 
** Houfe would fupport bim in the difcharge thereof, and 
y recommended to him all poiBble difpatch." 

The Houfe ought, therefore, in the prefcnt inftance, 
not to prejudge the queftion. They ought to do, in this 
inftance, what the Houfe wifely did in the year 1749, viz* 
to-order the High Bailiff to attend, and to hear him, before 
he is Condemned. If the Houfe (after having examined the 
High Bailiff) fhould be of opinion, that he did right to 
grant a fcrutiny, they ought ftriftly to follow the excellent 
j^recedent in the cafe of Trentham, by ordering the High 
bailiff ** to take care to expedite the eleilion as much as 
I' poffible.'* [Mr. Fox cried out, Hear/ hear I] *' I now 
** find," fays Lord Mahon, ** the manner in which the 
•* right honourable gentleman, who cries hear, means to 
** argue this queftion. He means to admit, that the cafe 
" of the former W^ftminfter eleftion, would, in fubftancc^ 
** be fimilar to the preTent, if the ftatute of the loth and 
** nth of William III. had ena£ked, in the cafe of a new 
** writ in the middle of a Parliament, that the return fhall 
*< be made (not within fourteen days after the end of th^ 
«* eleftion, but) within fourteen days after the end of the 
*< poll. The right honourable gentleman means to ground 
*« his right to be returned, upon the diftindlion between 
<< the poll and the eleftion. He means to argue, that the 
*^ return, in the former Weftmiiiftcr eleftion was. right, 
f' becaufe (though it were made months after the poll) it 
*< was made previous to the 14th day after the tleftion — 
*« Why ? Bec^iufe the right honourable gentleman means 
« to contend, that' the fcrutiny was part of the eleftion. ' t 
•* That the fcrutiny not being concluded, the eleftion was 
*' not concluded^ and that therefore no return could be 
^« made till the eleftion was over.- 

[Mr. Fox cried out again. Hear! hearty Lord Mahon faid, 
he was happy that Mr. Fox agreed to his way of ftating 
the argument. He could not, however, fufficiently admire 
the contradidions between Mr, Fox, and Mn Fox's karned 
* ' friend 
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friend (Mr. Lee) whofe words he had juft taken down in 
writing. Mr. Lee had laid it down as a principle, *« that 
** the end of the poll was the. end of the ele^ionJ* That 
was the law of the learned gentleman — But the law of the 
right honourable gentleman was, ** that tl^e end of the poll 
•* was not the end of the ele£lion." The right honourable 
gentleman, having undertaken to defend a bad caufe, had 
got into the mod complete dilemma poflible — For, if the 
ftatute of the loth and nth of William III. was not ap- 
plicable to precepts, that ftatute had nothing to do with 
the Weftminfter eleftion. If that ftatute was applicable 

** to precepts, and that (according to the learned gentleman, 

Mr. Lee) the end of the poll was the end of the eleftion j 
the precedent laid down by the Houfc in the former Weft- 
minfter eleftion clearly proved, that Mr, Fox ought not' to 
be returned, but that the fcrutiny ought to be uifFered to 
continue — If, on the contrary, the law of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman. (Mr. Fox) was right, namely, that 
when a fcrutiny was granted, the end of the fcrutiny^ and 
sot the end of the poll, was the end of the cIe6kion; then 
as the prefent fcrutiny for Weftminfter is not over, the 
Weftminfter eleftion is not yet over, and Mr. Fox can- 
not be returned as duly elefled, until the eleftion {hall be 
over. 

The right honourable gentleman has, however, the de- 
cency, the moderation, and the modefty, to demand of 
this Houfe, that be, (Mr. Fox) fliould be feated for Weft- 
minfter, though he himfelf contends, that, according to 
* law, the eleGion is not concluded, inafmuch as the fcrutiny 
; is not over. 

Lord Mahon then entered into a variety of other ar^!>- 
mcnts, by which he faid he had completely refuted the 
principles laid down by the late Attorney General. 

W. Kortb. Lord North rofe to oppofe the motion for the previous 
queftion, which the noble Lord by riiiftake had called the 
order of the day, which was rather an unfortunate miftake 
on the firft day of a feflion, when there could be no order 
of the day. He faid, he muft begin with difclaiming cyerj 
idea of punifliing any man untried or unheard: he would 
never violate the firft principle of law and equity, that trial 
fhould precede conviftion ; and yet he would vote for the 
motion made by the learned gentleman, becaufe he conceiv- 
ed it to be perfeftly confiftent with that principle : for ivhat 
was the objed of the motion ? It was to afcertain and cfta- 

blifli 
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blifli a point df law, which j in his opirii6n, the Houfe ctiiuld 
with the greatcft pro|)riety agree to, without any other in- 
formation Uian that whieh was already on the table. By 
law, writs for the eleftioh of members to ferve in a new- 
Parliament, were i?et urn able on a particular day, fpccified 
in the writ : the High Bailiff had not made a return on that 
day, and afligned his reafons for not having obeyed the 
^King's command and the law of the land, it was for ih6 
Houfe to determine, whether thefe reafons were fiich as 
jufUfied his condu£^ or not ; and furely it would be no vio4 
latioh of the rule, audi alteram partem^ for the Houfe to take 
into their confideration thofe reafons which were before 
them ; and to declarie, whether they were, or were not, 
fatisfaftory. — This was n6 motion of cehfurej, it was no 
motion for puniftiing, though he was ready to acknowledge^ 
it might lead to that in the end. But if- the Houfe fliould 
hereafter go the length of ordering the High Bailiff into 
cufiody, then indeed, however ftrong appearances might 
be againft him, he would hot for one proceed one flep far- 
ther, till the Bailiff (hould have been heard in his defence $ 
then punyhment would be the obje£l of a motion ; and con-« 
fequently it ought to be preceded by trial : but, in the pre- , 

fent ftage of the bufinefs, there was no queftion of pUnifh- 
ment \ as far as was neceffary for all the purpofes of juflice 
in this ftage, the* High Bailiff was virtually before the 
Houfe ; hi!s reafons were on the table \ and gentlemen were 
called upon fimply to declare, whether thefe reafons were 
fatisfaftory or not. Now, with refpeft to the Unu of the 
queftion, the noble Lord had faid, that the returning officer 
had a£led legally, becaufe the a£i: of Parliament allowed for 
the return of writs fourteen days after the eleflion. But 
the noble Lord had not rightly ftated the cafe, for he had 
confounded two poin^ts, that differed Mq calo in their nature^ 
The fourteen days mentioned by tht noble Lord, were al- 
lowed after an ele£tion for filling up a vacancy that might 
happen during a Parliament \ but writs for fummoning a 
new 'Parliament, were always returnable on a ptirticular 
day \ and the irrafon of the difference was, that in one cafe 
a day was fixed for the fitting of the Parliament, , which 
could not meet, if the ele£tions Were not all over ; but in 
the other cafe, an infinite term was left for the ele£lion. 
He remembered the cafe of the great Oxfordfhire <ponteft, 
when a fcrutiny was demanded, and granted by the Sheriff} 
l)ut wheo the day for returning ^e writ arrived, he clofed the 
Vol. XV. D fcru- 
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fcrutiny, thinking himfelf bound, as in faft he ^as, to re- 
turn his writ on the particular day fpecificd in it. At the fanie 
time that he might not appear to ad partially, he returned 
all three* candidates. He admitted, that the returning oflScer 
taking an oath to make his return according to his judge- 
ment, time muft be allowed him to form that judgement y 
but he himfelf ought not to expeft that the Houfe would 
let him take his own time : a confcientious returning c/fficer 
might poffibly, through delicacy of confcicnce, not be able 
to make up his mind, and form his judgement for fix months 
or a year ; and if half of the returning officers in Great 
Britain (hould happen to be as delicate in their confcicnce, 
poffibly one half of the kingdom might remain unrepre- 
fented fpr a feffion, perhaps for a whole Parliament. Were 
gentlemen aware of the confequences that might enfue, if 
returning officers were to be allowed fUch a latitude of dif- 
cretion, as might lay the Parliament and liberties of this 
country at their mercy? He did not deny the legality of a 
fcrutiny, provided it terminated on or before the day on 
which the writ was returnable j but he confefled. he was no 
friend to fcrutinies, for thofe reafons ^which had been fo 
ably ftated by tht learned gentleman who made the motion ; 
and if he had no other objeftion to them, than that which 
was furnifhed by the late fcrutiny for the city of London^ 
"which had been already mentioned ; he had learnt enough 
from that, never to countenance a fcrutiny again ; for after 
the Sheriffs had fat eight or nine days> they had not been 
able to decide on many more votes than they had fat days; 
and therefore he wifhed to fee the merits of the late ele&ion 
for Wcftminfter, as well as of the ele&ions for all other 
places, fi^bmitted to a Sele£l Committee, a judicature; try- 
ing upon oath, fitting and determining upon oath. This' 
furely would be more juft and more equitable, than to 
refort to a man, for whom the Houfe had no right, from 
his late conduit, to have any very particular relpeO: : for 
his part, though it was faid that the Bailiff Was an impartial 
man, and unconne&ed with party, he would never wi(h tq, 
refer a caufe to his decifion, when he could' fiiid a much 
more upright and impartial tribunal. He never would 
willingly refer to a man who had violated an zGt of Parlia*^ 
ment, and aded in defiance of his duty ; and therefore he 
would fupport the motion made by the learned gentlems^. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt wiflied, that the debate on this bu* 
ceiur w«. gjjgfj, might not be run out to any great lengthy tmd he, 

for 
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for one, did not chufe to be inftrutnental in protrafting it. 
There was fomething, however, fo very curious in the ar- 
gument ufedby the noble Lord who had laft fpoken, that \^e 
would juft trouble the Houfe with a very few words, The 
noble Lord affefted to ridicule the reafoning and principles 
of his learned friend, (SirL, Kenyon) whicli alferted the in- 
juftice of condemning any man unheard; and what was the , 
noble Lord's argument ? The motion before the Houfe only 
went to oblige the returning officer to a different conduft. 
It did not direclly criminate him for^what he had done. It 
only afferted he fhould have done otherwife. It fuperfeded 
his own judgement, where he had the power of judging, 
and without putting any opinion in the^exertion of his. own 
will, deftroycd it by another. All this was furely implying 
no cenfure on the High Bailiff. He would beg leave, how- 
ever, to put in his proteft againft this mode of arguing. The 
cenfure, in his opinion, was the more pointed, that it was 
Conveyed with fo much art. And he was the more willing 
to make this remark en the noble Lord's Ipeech, as it would 
teach the Houfe what they had to expefl from the fort of 
reafoning which they would often hear from the fame quar- 
ter. He was anxious to avoid the legality of the queftion 
before them. This had. been pretty fully inveftigated by 
thofe who Tiad already fpoken on the fubjeft. He would 
only obferve, that nothing which he had yet heard brought 
any thing like convi£tion to his mind, that the High Bailiff 
had not 9n the prefent occafion done his dlity. At all 
events, he thought it became the Houfe to judge bf the 
matter with leiuife and deliberation. And this they cer- 
tainly could not do till the returning officer was heard in 
his own defence. The Houfe would then be ir^ a capacity 
to pronounce on what he had done i but till then, their 
Dpinion, if not extremely partbl, would at leaft appear 
premature. 

Lord North rofe in explanation, and afferted, that his af- u. North 
gunient had been at 6nc€ 'mifuriderftopd and mifrepre* 
(ented, • 

Mr. Fox faid, that in the whole courfe of his life he Mr, Fox. 
never was witnefs to fo grofs a perverfion of the meaning 
of the expreffion audi alteram partem, as the learned gentle- 
man (the Mailer of the Rolls) had f urniffied him with this 
day. Who, in faft, was the party before the Houfe ?- 
Who the party abfent and unheard ? The High Bailiff was, 
in h(X and in truth, fo far from being abfent, the only 
D % ' party 
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party that was before the Houfe ^ his con^ufl was avowed, 
and the reafons for that conduft were upon ^he table. He 
himfelf (Mr. Fox) was another party : but though he was 
actually prefent as member for another place, dill he was- 
virtually abfent ; and therefore if any one was unheard, it 
was himfelf. He little expefted that a queftion of this 
kind would have been made a party queftion. He drew a 
good omen a few days ago from what a right honourably 
gentleman faid, when he obferved, that motions ought to 
be confidered on their own intrinfic merit, and totally 
diftinft from any confideration of the perfons by whom 
made, or by whom fupported : on this ground he expedlcd 
this motion would have been debated. But good as was the 
omen he drew on Tuefday laft, that which prefented itfelf 
to hihi now, from the manner in which the motion made by 
his learned friend was received, was as bad. The cafe of 
the Sheriffs of Coventry, he contended, had nothing Jn 
common with the prefent ; in the kind of return that they 
made to the Houfe, they ftated that they had been prevented 
by tumults and riots, trom obeying the King's writ. The 
excufe turned upon a matter of fa£t : the allegation might 
be true; it might be falfe ; and therefore enquiry was ab- 
folutely neceffary : but in the prefent cafe, the point for 
confideration was a point of law, ndt of fa£l ; and there^* 
fore the Houfe was competent to determine it at this mo- 
ment, as Well as after a month's enquiry : the queftion. was^ 
Whethet" a returning officer was, or was not, bound to re-* 
turn the member on the day on which the writ was veturn-* 
able ? and therefore there would be no injuftice to the HigH 
Bailiff, if the Houfe fhould proceed without any farther in-t 
quiry to determine thac queftion. Nay, though.it (hould 
determine it in the affirmative, it did not follow that fuch a 
determination would even imply a cenfure on him ^ nothing 
was more common than for Committees to order returns to 
be amended; and yet no one ever imagined that the return- 
ing officer was thereby cenfured by implication. It w^s the 
cafe in the great Oxfordfliire conteft, when the Sheriff re-. 
turned the three Candidates. The Houfe amended the re- 
turn, but po one thought the Sheriff cenfured ; on the con-» 
trary^ his pondudl was pronounced to be fair and impartial. 
It had been hinted, he faid, that he would have demanded 
a fcrutiny, if he had had the minority at the clofe of .the 
poll ; nay, that he had pledged himfelf to fupport a fcruti^ ^ 
ny. The truth was, be nev^r pledged hiaifplf to fupport a 

ftrutinyi 
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fcrutiny ; but unqucfUonably he had pledged himfelf to in* 
ftitute an inquiry before that tribunal, which, from it^ ' 
nature, was leaft liable to partiality, and which was vefted 
by law *with powers to procure evidence : before a CommiU 
tee, under Mr, Grenvillc's aft, he certainly meant to bring 
it, and there it fliould be profccuted, if he was permitted t<> 
appeal to it. — He was ready to admit, rfiat if the poll had 
been clofed earlier in the pionth than it was, he would have 
demanded a fcrutiny, but without the moft diftant idea, of 
bringing it to a conclufion before the High Bailiff; and that 
officer could tell from private converfation witfar him, that 
he had faid the fame thing to him : but what would have 
begun in a fcrutiny, fhould have ended in an enquiry before 
a Seleft Committee of the Houfe of Commons, A fcrutiny, 
under the prefent circumftances, could anfwer no other end 
than that of trying the ftrength of puifes: a very unequal 
conteft indeed, when it was confidered by whom hisadver- 
fary was fupported. -r- It had been hinted alfo that he had 
, fpun out the poll ; the faft was the reverie, for he could 
declare upon his honour, that until Thurfday or Friday laft, 
no propofai had been made to him from any authority, to 
clofe the poll : that it lafted from that time till the Monday 
following, was certainly his (Mr. Fox's) aft; and his reafoa 
for keeping the poll open to the laft moment, was, that he 
Was refolved to make the High Bailiff acknowledge, that the 
poll ought to be clofed onjbr_before the day on which the 
writ was returnable; or that it might be kept open after. 
Now the High Bailiff had clofed the poll by his own autho« 
rity, faying, that he could not carry it.on after the day that 
his writ was returnable : — it was not clofed, betaufe there 
were no more eleftors to poll, for that was not the cafe : '— 
nor was it clofed by the mutual qonfent of the candidates^ 
for he had not confented to ft; fo that it was the High 
Bailiff that clofed it by his own authority | and the reafon 
affigned by him was, that he moft j-eturn the writ, and 
therefore he muft clofe the books^ Now he would aik - 

thofe who contended that the High Bailiff was not funBus 
officio on the iSfih inftant, becaufe a fcrutiny was in faft no- 
thing but a poll, why he fhould hold himfelf obliged to clofe 
the poll on the 17th, and yet carry it on afterwards under 
the name of a fcrutiny ; to fuch a n^an he would always ob-» 
jeft as a returning officer 5 for as there was nothing fo like 
a poll as a fcrutiny,- fo there was nothing fo like Thomas 
^ofb^tt on the huftinss Iq ^oVe^it Garden^ as Thomas 
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Cbrbett in the Veftry-room of St. PaaPs, St. Ann's, 8cc. &c. 
But thofe who had advifed the curious return he tnade, 
iB^ere refolved, that as far as in them lay, hie fhould not have 
even the poffibility of appealing to any other tribunal,' if he 
Ihould decline a fcrutiny before the High BailifFj for they 
had drawn up the return in fuch a form, that he was afraid 
he fhpuld not b/e able to complain of it in fueh a manner as 
to have it referred to a Committee of the Houfe. Had Sir 
Cecil Wray been' returned, then he might complain of that 
return, and fo bring it to a determination. However, he 
pkdged himfelf to thofe independent eleftors, who had fb 

^ nobly fupported him, to have the eleftion brought before a 
Committee in fopfie way or other ; he owed it to them ; he 
owed it to the country, he owed it to himfelf. The prin- 
ciple of Mr. TJrenville's bill was to prevent party, or power, 
or fa£tion, let gentlemen call it by what name they pleafed, 
from availing itfelf of its numbers, to determine an ele£lipn, 
and fo keep out of the Houfe a chara&er difliked by Mi- 
nifters, or force upon the couftitdents a reprefentative whom 

^ they had not eleded. This was certainly a good principle ; 
but, if the doftrine fliould prevail, that elcftions might be 
kept open after the return-day of the writ, jnight not Mi- 
nifters entirely defeat this principle : With the returning 
officers under their influence, they might caufe a fcrutiny 
to be demanded, and granted, and {pun out to fqch a 
length, thar places might adlually be kept for a whole Par- 
liament without reprefentatives. In the prefent cafe, how- 
ever, the law gave him a popular aftion againft the High 
Bailiff, which he was determined to purfue ; for the ftatute 
of the loth and nth of William III. faid, " That every 
«* Sheriff, or other officer or officers aforefaid, whoihall not 
<* make the returns according to the true intent and mean- 
«< ing of this aft, fliall forfeit for every fuch offence the 
** fum of 500K one moiety whereof fhall go to his M^jefty, 
*< and the other to him or them that fliall fue for the fame,*' 

♦ .&c. If the Houfe ftiould' order him to proceed with the 
fcrutiny, he muft obey ; but he muft proteft againft a mea^ 
fure, which could tend only to drain the pockets of public- 
fpirited men ; and which, in its vdry nature muft be ineit 
ficacious, as the fcrutiny for London would clearly denioa- 
Pirate 5 for, as during eight or nine days, only as many 
votes were difqu^lified, he would have the 'rule of three 
adopted, to afcertain in what length of time the fcrutinecn 
could get through fix thoufan4 rotes. The noble Lord 

yrifkti 
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Avifhed to have the bufinefs brought before the High Bai- 
liff, who, he faid, would get through it kt five months ; ^ ' 
but who told him that? .The fcrutiny in thei^afS o£ Tren-\ 
tham and Vandepufc lafted five months, though it was cu^ 
oiFin the middle. The noble Lord admitted for argu- 
ment's fake, that; precepts and writs were in their nature 
fynonymouss he might have admitted it for the fake of 
. truth; but the noble Lord ufed the former, becaufe he was 
much more attached to argument than to truth. 

As to the numbers on the poll, which to the returning 
officer, as it had been very properly faid, ought to have 
been conclufive, he had not a doubt but there was of them 
a legal majority in his favour. From the time that bis ad- 
verfary's majority began to fall off, the parifti books were 
produced, and the cledlors were fcrutinized as they offered 
themfelves; and upon this fort of Scrutiny he had almoA 
every day gained upon his adverfary 5 and as for the laft 
fourteen days, not more than thirty or forty polled on a 
day, the High Bailiff might very eafily have been able to 
make up his mind upon the legality of the votes, which 
-would not have been fo eafy a taflc if the electors had polled ' 
by hundreds as at the beginning of the el^ion ; and there*- 
fore he could now fee no ground for a fciutiny. He de- 
clared, he wifhed Sir Cecil Wray was returned, that there 
might be fuch a return before the Houfe as he fliould bc^ 
able to bring before a Seleft Co.mmittee. He concluded by 
obferving, that the arguments drawn from writs of fori 
faciasy did not apply in this cafe ; for in the former, the c 
court out of which they iffued, might enlarge them^ where- 
as the King iffued the writs' for calling Parliaments ; but 
the Houfe of Commons enjoyed the exclufivc privilege of ^ 
judging of the returns. 

The Attornty General (Mr. P. Arden) ftated the queftion. The Attor- 
He faid it had no refpefk to the nature of the return. — ncyGcneral ^ 
It was not whether there, was a good or a bad return, but 
whether the returning officer was obliged, or compelled, 
under every circumftance, to make a return at all? He 
thought various cafea.could be imajgined, and were even * 
fuppofeable, in Avhich 'the returning officer, notwithftand- 
ing the afl; of the loth of King William, was incapable of 
making any return at the immei$ate expiration of the 
poll ; and that a fubfequent ferutiny was abfolutely necef- 
fary, to afford him fufficient time and ground for forming 
^ hii 
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bis judgement on a point of fo much magnitude and impor- 
^ tance. It had been alledged, that there was no. precedent 
for fuch a licence In official condu£l. But he would put 
the queftion, whether there was ever any preceding inftance 
which gave the fame authority for adopting fuch a meafure 
as the poll of Wcftminfter ? Did the hiftory of eledion 
afford an example of fuch a poll ? It was a poll which had 
commenced at the earlieft legal period, and had been piH>- 
tra£led to the lail legal hour. It had been t^ken in confi* 
dehceof a fcrutiny byall parties. On this idea votes had been 
admitted. In proof of what he faid, he could fafely appeal to 
the fentiments of the candidates, and to the different papers 
, which had been ifTued during the period of the ele^ion. 
There was one produ&ion of this kind which was, no doubt, 
falfe, forged, and fabricated, but which evidently proved 
this, and which he would read to the Houfe. Here he 
produced the Gazetteer, a paper which he read daily, con- 
taining an advertifcment, affuring the eleftors of Wcft- 
minfter, that a fcrutiny would be demanded, and figned 
by a gentleman of the name of Mouler, who he did nt)t 
doubt was intimately conne£led with the defigns and inten- 
tions of the party. This adveitifement evidently fhewed, 
that a fcrutiny was an original idea belonging to one party 
in ;he Weftminfter eleflion, but which feemed now to be 
by the fame party abandoned. He could fuppofe niany 
cafes, in which the concourfe of voters might be fo 
great, and other circumftances of embarraflment might in- 
tervene, fo as to render a fcrutiny of votes during the poll 
abfolutely impoffible. He did not mean to apply any of 
his fuppofition on this fubjeft to the Weftminfter ele£iion 5 
, but the number of vpters might at an ele£tion be fo 

numerous — Multitudes might be dragged in from all 
quarters — Perfons of .the moft qucftionable defcription 
might appear as voters, tag-rag and bob-tail, fo as to ren- 
der an immediate fcrutiny during the progrcfs of elec- 
tion impoffible, and a fubfequent one abfolutely neccffary. 
In all fuch cafes, the condu£t of a High Bailiff, a^tine a8 
the High Bailiff of Weftminfter had done, was defenfible, 
and could not be blamed. Cavillers might talk of law and 
of ftatutes, but there was neither law nor ftatute, that could 
bind or compel a man to do what in his confcience he could 
no^ do. This was a fpecies of arbitrary compulfion which 
was wholly unjuftifiablc. 

Sir 
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Sir Thomas Davenport (ixp^porttd Mr. Lee's motion; nesirTkomas 
combated Sir »l«. Kenyon's argument drawn from, the ana- l>*venport. 
logy to writs from the Courts below 5 and he'faid, that if 
^ Sheriff^ baviog orders to fell the property of A, which 
'he feized, .but doubting afterwards whether it weie 
really his property or not, returned this fpecial matter^ 
fuch a return would be bad j this he maintained as a laAvyer; 
for the Sheriff ought to get an indemAity from the plain- 
tiff, and fell the goods at all event^s. Hfe.then made fome 
jocular obfervations relative to a fcrutiny, which had really 
attended the poll for the laft fourteen days, as the votes of 
the Matter of the Rolls, and of a certain noble Lord 
(Mountmorres) had been very ftriftly fcrutinized. 

At eight o'clock the Houfe divided, when there ap«» 
peared, . , 

For the previouis queftion --,»--- 283 
ijigainft it'- -- - - -..-- 136 

This point being fettled, Mr. Lee moved, ** That 
<< Thomas Corbett, Efq. Bailiff to the Dean and Chapter » 
<* of the collegiate church of St. Peter's at Weft^infter, - 
** be ordered to appear at the bar of the Houfe of Com- 
** mons the next day;'* which was ordered accordingly. 

This queftion being difpofed of, the Speaker called the 
attention of the Houfe to Hi^ Majefty's moft.. gracious 
fpeech. — The fpeech being read, 

Mr. Hamilton rofe, and in a fpeech of fome length ex- Mr.Hamil- 
patiated on thb various topics contained in the fpeech. He '•"• 
dwelt on His Majefty's paternal attention to the fentiments 
of his People on the late dilTolution of Parliament. The 
principles and condufk of the Houfe of Conimons were 
different from thofe of the nation at large. The fentiments 
of the People had been carried to the Throne, and His 
Majefty, with that condefcenfion which diftinguiflies his 
charafler, had been gracioufly pleafed to liften to them. 
Meafures had been adopted by a late Miniftry, unfriendly to 
the conftitution of the country, and the prerogatives of 
the Crown — Attempts had been made to touch the char- 
ters of an extenfive trading Company. Thefe attempts haiJ 
given a general alarm, and it had become abfolutely necef-. 
fary to (lifTolve a Houfe of Commons, who, in oppofition 1 
to the fentiments of the nation, and th^ principles of the 
Conftitutioii, patronifed the views, and countenanced the 
meafures of men who had become obnoxious to the Jcing- 
dom. He trufted that the prefcnt Houfe ^of Commons 

Vol. XV^ E would 
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would juftifjr, by their conduG, the decjfion of a, gracious 
Sovereign in. (o important a point, and at fo momentous 
a crifis. He dwelt on the charafter of the prcfent Minifter ; 
in him the fondeft hopes of the People were rcpofedi'hc 
was a pjerfon whofe chara£ler merited public»patronage— • 
He had confecrated that period of early life, which by 
others was commonly fquandered ^way in idle frolic, ia 
youthful diflipation, tp profitable ftudy, and to the fcrvicc 
of his country — He'was not one of thofe chara£ters, who 
having diffipated their fortune, ruined their couftitution, 
and proftituted their powers, had entered thofe walls for 
the purpofe of political traffic, for the purpofe of repairing 
their finances, or from the motives of ambition and agran- 
difemcnt — He had not come to offer the dregs of his being 
to the fervice of his country; he had confecrated^to it the 
'firft fruits of exiftencc. There was therefore every thing 
- in his chara£l:er to conciliate the confidence of the People ; 
notwithftanding the calumnies which had been raifed and 
propagated againft him, this he had fortunately obtained. 
He congratulated the Houfe on the event — It was ^a pre** 
fage aufpicious to the interefts of the country, as it tend- 
ed to enfure the prefervation and continuance of their 
privileges, which had been attempted to be violated. 
His right honourable friend had bcffen accufed of being the 
, ■ champion of one branch of the Legiflature, in oppofition 

to the other ; of the ariftocratical influence of the kingdom^ 
in oppofition to the interefts of the Houfe of Commons j 
but he knew, and the nation knew, that thefe aflTertions 
wcBc unfounded. His right honourable friend was not the, 
champion of the Houfe of Peers 5 he was not the diam.- 
pion of the prerogative ; he was Aot the champion of ttc 
Houfe of Commons ; but the champion of the Conftitu- 
tion. He then moved, 

^ " Thkt an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, 
" to return His Majefty the thanks of this Houfe for his 
^ moft gracious fpcech from the throne : 

*< To affbre His Majefty, that we are animated with 
" thofe fentiments of Joyalty, and that inviolable attach- 
*< ment to our excellent Conftitution, which are, we truft, 
** ihfeparably united in the hearts of his faithful fubjefts^: 
. ' ^* That we acknowledge with the warmeft gratitude and 
* , ** fatisfaftion, His Majefty's wifdom and gratitude in re- 
** curring, at fo important a moment, to the fenfe of his 
" People; and that we truft, fo fcafonable an cxereife of 

"tho 
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** the power entrufted to His Majefty by tlA Conftitutioo 

<< will not fail to be atte^ded by the oioft beneficial and ^ 



happy cffefts : 
c« To ^ "■ 



Lo ^ffiire His Majjefty, that his faithful Commons will 
•* be ready to . take propef meafures for the application of 
*^ the fums voted in the laft Parliament, and to grant fuch 
^^^farther fupplies as may appear to be neceflaryj haying 
<^ the fulled confidence that all His Majefty's fiibjeas.will, 
** from loyalty to His Majefty, and zeal for the intcrefts.of 
<< the country, be ready to fupport thofe heavy burdens^ 
f< which, in confequence of a long and expenfive war, .are 
*« now unavoidable, and will be fenfible or the neceffity of 
•* efFeSually providing for the maintenance of the national 
•* faith and the public credit, fo eflential to the power and 
** profpefity of the State : 

" To affure His ^lajefty, that we fliall apply- our utmoft 

'** attention to the means of preventing the increafing frauds 

** in the revenue ; that we fli^ll affo tajce into our moft fe- 

** rious confideration fuch commercial regulations as the 

** prefent fituation may immediately require : 

«< That, in bur deliberations on the affairs of the Eaft- 
** Indi^ Cpmpany, fo deeply connefted with the general 
** int^refts of the country, we (hall be truly anxious to pro- 
«* vide for the good government of our 'pofleflions in that 
*'* part of the world : That we fhall be careful never to lofe 
*^ fig{it of the effefks which any mcafure to be adopted for. 
«* that'purpofe may have on our excellent Conftitution, and 
<* pur deareft interefts at home : 

.** That we are deeply penetrated with the gracious and 
*<* parental expreffidns of His Majefty's afFeftion and good-v 1 

** nefs to his People, and have the naoft dutiful reliance on 
•* His Majefty's royal attention to every objeft of national 
** concern; and to the true principles of our free Conftitu- 
<« tioni which can only be fecured by maintaining, in their 
** juft balance, the rights and privileges of every branch 
<« of the Legiflature/' * ' .^ 

Sir fVilUam MokfwoxXh faid, his honourable friend had SlrJ^lKai 
fo ably argued the addrefs he had moved, and fo fully jufti- * ^*'* 
fied all its parts, that although he begged to have the ho- 
nour of fccofiding the motion, there was little occafion for 
him to take up the time of the Houfe at that late hour with^ 
any arguments upon the fubjeft. S;r William, for this rea-p^ 
fon, contented himfelf with declaring that the addrefs had 
his entire 4:on€urrence ^ that he highly approved the fenti- 

£ a ments 
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rncnts of loyalty and gratitude that it cxprcflcd to His Ma- 
jefty for the parental car^ manifefted by him in his late' ap^ 
' peal to the fenfc of his People,, and therefore gave it his 
hearty fupport. 

The addrefs having been read frbm the Chair, 
rhc Earl of The Earl of Surrey faid, he had hoped that Miniftcrg 
'"••rey. would have come forward on that day with fuch an addrefs^ 
as (hould have pafled the Houfe unanimoufly, and not have 
afforded the lead grounds. for difapprobation and diflent. 
That it was far from his intention or defire, to find any 
fault with the panegyric which the honourable mover of the 
addrefs had thought proper to pronounce on the prefent 
Minifter ; no man admired the talents of that right bonou« 
rable gentleman more than he did, nor was there a perfoa 
within thofe walls who more fi nee rely wiflied the right ho- 
nourable gentleman a fair opportunity of difplaying his great 
and diftinguifhed abilities with advantage to his country 
and honour to himfelf ; of his integrity he was fully per- 
' fuaded, and of his determination to preferve his high cha- 
radler free from reproach and impeachment of every kind, 
he had not the fmalleft doubt ; but as he had been bred up 
under the notion of conftantly entertaining a degree of jea- 
loufy of the conduct of Miriifters, he hoped he might take 
the liberty, without being thought invidious, to declare, 
4hat he did not concur in that part of the addrefs which 
commended and thanjked His Majefty for the late diflblii- 
tion of Parliament. It had been his determination very 
foon to have come forward with a ihotion for purifying the 
ftate of the reprefentation of the People, and of reforming 
/ that Houfe, had the late Parliament been fuffered to con- 
tinue but a fhort time longer. Had that motion been made, 
and been made with the fuccefs which he might, with the 
afliftance of the right honourable gentleman at the head of 
the Treafury, have been able to procure, he fhould have 
then beeYi warranted to agree with the argument of the ho- 
•;• • nourable gentleman who had moved the addrefs, that His 
' Majefty, by the late diffolution of Parliament, had appeal- 
ed tp'the fenfe qf the People. As the ftate of reprefenta- 
tion ftood at prefent, he could by no means accord with 
this pofition, norior a moment even admit that the real 
and genuine fenfe of the People could be colkfted by any 
fuch mean's as a diffolution of Parliament. So far from it, 
the People ha4 ^nly been nominaJIy concerned in the bufi- 
4 nefs. 
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iiefs, while in faft they had been fent down for a rp-elec- 
tion to a number of fmall and defolated .towns^ the private 
fropferty of individuals of a particular defcriptiotj, under 
whofe intereft, and not by the People's free choicfe, they 
^ad been returned to that houfe. His Lordftiip enlarged 
on this idea very ably; and after ufing feveral arguments to 
trove the neCcflity of a parliamentary reform, cxprefTed ^ 
hope that the gentlemen on the other fide of the houfc 
would confent, for the purpofe of obtaining unanimity, to 
adopt an amendment he fhould do himfelf the honour to 
Jropofe, for omitting fo much of the addrefs as returned 
His Majefty thanks for the late diflblution. As thofe who 
moved and feconded an addrefs were generally conceived to 
aft, on fuch occafions, in concert with the Minifter, he 
declared, he could not give a filent vote on the occafion, 
but felt it to be a duty incumbent upon him to declare his 
wifhes, that the right honourable gentleman had fpared the 
ttoufe the difagreeable circumftance of being called upon 
to vote, what could not but be difagreeable to a great many 
gentlemen who had fat in the lad Parliament, and who 
thought thafParliament had diftinguifhed itfelf.as eminentf- 
ly as any Houfe of Comnfons ever fummoned to meet in 
Great Britain. He hoped, therefore, for the fake of una- 
nimity, the gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe would 
Confent to leave out fo much of the firft paragraph of the 
addrefs as went to the exprefling an approbation of the late 
diflblution ; and, with a view to obtain that confent, hc 
fhould move the omiflion by way of amendmient. 

Colonel No'ih rofe to fecond the amendment, and began Colonel 
with exprefling his furprife that the honour of fecondmg North, 
the noble Earl's motion fliould be left to him, and indeed 
that there had not been a competitorfliip, fet up by the 
other fide of the Houfe with the noble Earl for bringing 
forward fuch a propofition. The Colonel reminded the s 

Houfe of the declaration made by the right honourable 
gentleman in the lafl: Parliament, that he would not advife 
His Majeily to diflblve the PiiiliAment, and faid, that in his 
ftiort acquaintance, with that Houfe, he never recollefted 
a meafure of that importance brought forward:;bf a fudden, 
on the very firft: day of the feflipn, for the decifion of th^ 
Houfe, before the Houfe had been affbrded an opportunity 
for difcuflfion and examination. He declared he was as lit- 
tle inclined to cavil at the panegyric befl:owed on the Mini- 
fter by the honourable mover of the addrefs as the noble 
• ■ Earlv 
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Etrl; but th^te were fqggeftions that prefented themfclva 
to his mind) which made it a little extraordinary for the 
honourable geivtleman to call upon thofe members of the 
Hoofey who fat hi the laft Parliament, and approved- its 
condud:, to lend their fanftion to its eulogy. What was it 
thoy were to applaud him for ? Was it for the peace^that he 
'had taken a part in pro(;uring? The Colonel ajked fcverai 
other queffions, and at length concluded with fejconding the 
amendment. 
The S;i»Uct- The Solicitor General (Mr. Macaonald) faid, that during 
iM Geotrtj ^he late cleSions, they had all he^rd the fenfe of the People, 
and that their conflituents had clearly decided aj?ainft the 
' ■ conduft of the late Miniftry; it would be a moft extraor- 
dinary thing, therefore, juft after they had heard \^hat the 
fenfe of the People was, to come there, and in'the firft aft 
of their parliamentary proceeding to fly in the face of theit 
conflituents, and vote againft their known opinion and wiflies* 
Mr. Macdonald recapitulated fome of the meafures that he 
conceived had given the People fo much offence, and parti« 
cularly pointed out the India bill, which he faid every ooe 
of them had heard rung in their ears wherever they had been 
candidates. He juilified the dilTolution, as a necellSi^ry ex* 
crcife-of the conftitotional prerogative of the Crown, and 
declared, that the fituation in which that Houfe ftood^ 
previous to its diilblution, with two contending parties io it, 
ftruggling for power^ and one of them poffcffing the fnoalleft 
majority poflible to exifl, was exadly and precifely that cafe 
in which the Royal prerogative was defigned to be exerciled- 
He dwelt for fome time on their being bound indifpienfaUj 
to fpeak the fenl'e of their conflituents, and charged the lau 
parliament with having paid no regard to that necefl^ry 
part of their duty. He arraigned the late India bill, and 
was pointedly fevere on Mr. Fox, as the author of it. At 
(ength, after remarking, that moving an amendment, and 
oppoiing an addrefs, were one and the fame thing, he coq.« 
eluded, with giving his alTent to the addrefs, as originally 
moved and feconded. 
qgpt.Jame* Captain James Zuttrell dcchredj the People had decided 
Luttteli. ^|jg queftion of the diflblution already, and had not left it 
to that Houfe to decide upon. He argued very ftrenuouQy 
in favour of the addtefs, and charged the laft Parliament 
with having a^ed contrary to the fenfe of their conflitu- 
ents, by aflerting in addrefles to the Throne, that certain 
fentimeuts were the opinions of their coQflituents, although. 
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the very next da« they prefent^d petitions upon their knees 
to His Majefty Mm their conftituents, 4ireftly comra4ic- 
ting fuch aflertions, and ihaintaining their dircG: oppo- 
(ites, Mr. Luttrell made feveral other obfervations, and , 
particularly reminded gentlemen ^ho had voted, as it were, 
in trammels in the late Parliament, that they were rioMT 
free and independent. , ^ 

Mr. Ptnvys faid, had the noble Earl moved an amend- Mr.P«wyt, 
ment,- dating the direct rcverfe to the part of the addrefs 
which he pi opofed to have left out, he could not have vot- 
ed with him on fuch a queftioQ, but to thank his Majefty 
for the diffoluiion of the late Parliament, on the very firft 
day of a' feffion, was premature, and appeared to him to be 
preclufivc of all future difcuflioh of the fubjeft That the 
diffolution was neceffary, as it had been declared to be by 
the learned gentleman who had lately fpoken, was a pofiT 
tlon he was ready to admit, provided the learned gentleman 
could prove, that the exiftei>ce of the prcfent Adminiftra- 
tion was indifpenfahly neceiTdry to the falvation of the 
country. Before he could think of voting for fuch an ad- 
drefs, as pojfibly the Miniftef might come to Parliament 
for a bill of indemnity, Mr. Powys faid, h^ muft be in- 
formed how far it was deemed preclufive by the Minifter 
himfelf, and to what degree; fince, fhould the addrefs pafs, 
the'Houfe would be confidered as pledged when the fubje£k 
(hould hereafter come under difcuffion. 

Lord Delavalj after a few arguments on the fubjeft of toH Deb* 
the diffolution, defended himfelf for having voted for the ^^^ 
India bill,, and \^ith Mr. Fox 6n every queftion that was 
moved towards the clofe of the laft Parliament, by declar- ^ 
ing, that he tiien thought the notions he entertained and 
afted upon, were the notions of the People, and that the ' 

declarations of the Minifters to the contrary were fallacious 
and illufory. He reminded the Houfe of p, fpeech he had 
at that rime njade, in which he had<leclared as much, and 
after complimenting the right honourable gentleman at the 
head of the Treafury'on his talents, had advifed him to go 
down the flairs again by which he had got into place, to 
trace back hi? indire£l: path to power, and to enter at the 
door of that Houfe, openly, manfully, and conftitutionally, 
as the Minifter of the. people and the Houfe of Commons, 
in which cafe he had promifed to open his arms to him, 
to embrace him cordially, and to give him every fupporr 
in his power* This promifc he held himfelf pledged to 
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mukc good ;, the People had convinced. him that he had 
been miftaken as to their fenfe, and that his condudl had 
cdnfi^quently been founded on error. The right honour- 
able gentleman h^ been borne into that Houfe through the 
portal j in the face of open dayv on the fliould :rs of the Peo- 
ple. His conftituents at Berwick, and the tonftituents of 
the whole Houfe, had declared their confidence in the 
right hoiipurable gentleman's charafter; and therefore, as 
an boneft and independent man, be was determined to 
give him his vote that^night, and on every oecafion to lend 
him his fupport. 

ifr.Rolie. Mr.^<7//^ faid, he was empowered and commanded by 
his. conftituents, to take the eai Heft opportunity of declar- 
ing to the Houfe;, that they approved of every p^rt of his 
(Mr. Rolle's) conduft, in the fupport of the Minifter in 
the laft Parliament 5 and th^t they repofcd the moft impli- 
cit confidence in the right honourable gentleman at the 
. head of the Treafury. Mr. Rolle complained to the Houfe 
of the conduift of one of the Judges at the laft aflizes for 

\ • Devon, declaring, that through his means, by refufing to 

let his conftituents have the ufe of the county hall, they 
were deprived of the opportunity of aflembling, to inftrudx 
him and his late colleague, as they wiftied to h^ve done. 
He ftated the particulars on which he grounded this com- 
plaint, and faid, his conduft liitherto had not' been like 
that of the noble Lord who fpoke laft. He had vote4 
againft the India bill, and againft the, queftions brought 
forward fince Chriftmas^ becaufe he thought it his duty fo 
to do, and for the fame reafon he fliould that night give 
his vote for the addrefs. . . 

SlrSarapfon Sir Sampf on Gideon faid, he fliould a£l moft ungratefully 

Gideon. ^y \^\^ conftituents. and ill requite their partiality to him, 
fo lately exemplified, if he did not, on the prefent oeca- 
fion, vote for the addrefs. Sir Sampfon declared, that its 
being known^ that he wag a friend to the Minifter, had 
been the chief ground upon which he had fucceeded at 
Coventry ; and that fuch was the determined fenfe of the 
people in general, in favour of the right honourable gen- 
tleman at the head of the Treafury, that wherever he had 
lately been in the country, he had been giyen to under- 
ftand, that the fingle clrcumftance of any candidate's avow- 
ing himfelf fteady in the caufe of Government, and de- 
termined to fupport,. the meafures of Adminiftration, fo 
"long as their meafures appeared caldulatcd to. promote the 

real 
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teal intcrcft of the country, was fufficient to enfure an 

* eleflion againft a rival of the other party. 

Mr. AfUnes faid, he (hould vote for the addrefs, becaufe Mr. MUo^ 
it^ would not only be agreeable to his co^iftituents, but 
perfe£lly accprd with his own, opinion. Mr. Milnes de- 
clared^ that the fenfe of the large county, in which the city 
Hood that he had the honour to reprefent, (York) was 
clearly and decidedly^ in favour of the prefent Minifter, 
^nd that the diiTolution of the late Parliament afforded his 

• conftituents, and the whole county of York, the mofl: 
heartfelt fatJsfaftion. The condu£k of the lat^ Minifters 
was, he faid, held in execration — The India bill' was re* 

. garded as a defperate attempt to fecure to the author of the . 
meafure, and his colleagues in office, an inordinate and 
uncpnftitutional degree of power, to the diminution of the . ^ 
legal prerogative of th^ Crown, and to the great danger of 
the libei;ties of the people. 

Mr. Mtm ftoOd up the advocate of his own confiftency Mr, Adan. 
in contradiftindion to the condu£k of Lord Delaval. Mr. 
Ada];n faid, ht had never changed his opinion, nor did he 
fee the leaft reafon to alter it. He had voted for the India 
bill, becaufe he was perfuaded it was a wife and neceifa- 
ry meafure, fuch as the occafion called for, and not a whit 
more harOi than the exigency of the cafe required. With 
regard to the clamour that had prevailed againft it, far as 
it had fpread, and much as it had preyed on popular cre- 
dulity, he was perfuaded it owed its rife and progrefs to 
Artful mifreprefentatioh^ grofs delufion, and dire£): and 
palpable falsehood. A day would come, and its arri- 
val he trufted was not far oflF, when the truth would 
appear in fpitc of fallacy, when men would judge with 
candour, and decide without prejudice. That Minifters 
(hould have made the moft of the popular delufion, he 
wondered not in the leaft, but their career had received a 
check, and that a glorious one, ih the ele£lion for Weft- 
minfter, where, as the fcene of a£lion was near at hand, 
it was difficult to conceal the real ftate of the cafe, and 
men judged for tbemfelves, by the bcft guides, authentic 
information and fafts. Though his right honourable friend's 
ele£tion was not unanimous, it might be faid to have been 
almoft an unanimous one, and confidering, that he had to 
contend againft all the weight of public office, all the in^ 
tereft of the Eaft-^India Company, all the oppoGtion of 
Oovernment, and the popular phrenzy of the times, it wajt 
Vol. XV. F ^ won- 
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a wohdetfrrl and mpft flattering proof of the high degree of 
cftimation in whifch his right honourable* friend flood with the 
intelligent citizens of one of the firft cities in the kingdom. 
Mr, Adam- ftated, as an argument againft agreeing to that 
daufe of the addrefs, which approved of the diffolution of 
Parliament, and thanked His Majefty for ir. that as that 
" • Aiedfure was tak6n without any public neceflity, and againft 
, the moft pofitiv^ deqlarations of His Majefty's Minifter, it 
was not to be^apprpved of without a regular and proper en- 
quiry" into the grounds upon which the mcafure was ta^^en. 
He ftated to the Houfe, the promlfe that the Minifter had 
made, and the time at which he made it^ 

That the Houfe of Commons had met on Saturday the 
24th of January; that the meeting on that day was re- 
ftiirkablc ; but the Iblemnity which attended it was ftill more 
remarkable, and fuch as had never taken place on any for- 
mer occafion. 

On that day Mr.' Powys aflced the Miniftpr, with the 
ftrongeft impreflions of the importance of the occafion. 
Whether he meant to diflblve the Parliament? and conjured 
him in the moft emphatic manner to permit the Houfe to 
meet once more. — Mr Pitt replied in the phrafe which he 
<6onftantly ufed at that time, <^ That he would not compro- 
" mife the King's prerogative by making any bargain rela- 
** tive to the diffolution, but that he could aiffure the ho- 
" nourable gentleman (Mr. Powys) that it was meant the 
*^ Houfe fhould meet again. 

Th€ Houfe met on the Monday following, the 26th of 
January, when Mr. Pitt declared, in words which Mr. 
. ' Adam^ faid he had t^ken down at the time, and fhcwn K) fe- 

veral perfons, who agreed they were the words Jpoken by 
the Mi^nifter, " That he never would advife His Majefty, 
** and were he, His Majefty would not take the advice, to 
*^ diflblVe the Parliament; when, confidering all circum- 
** ftanccs, it >vould be attended with great di fad vantage to 
** the public, and that he conlidered the prefcnt time to 
"be fuch." 

Mr. Adam added, that he defired the Minifter, or any of 
his adherents, to point. out any material difference between 
the period of the diflblution and the time at which the Mi- 
nifter made the declaration — That he was aware there was 
one fubjeA on which they might epdeavour to ftate a diffe- 
rence ; the Mutiny bill ; upon that he obferved, there was 
noreal.grQund for argument; becaufe^ if Farliament had 

been 
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been diffolved, at the pef iod the declaration was made, a new 
one might have been returned, before the Mutiny bill would 
have expired. ,He bbierved, upon t|;iis ftfitement of uncon- 
trovertible fadls, that it would be highly improper to come to 
^n immediate approbation of a diflblution, which was evident- 
ly done, in violation of the pledged word of the Minifter, and 
the preferred opinion rf his Sovereign. A diflblution, which 
had fufpended all public buCiiels, by an unufual exertion of 
prerogative, while i very (hort and tempprary fufpcnfion of 
public bufinefs to maintain the undoubted privileges of the 
Houfe of Commons, had been loudly complained of. 

Lord North fM, he had been in hopes that Miniflers would Ld. North* 
have propofed fuch an Addrefs, as mould have met with no 
-pppofition, nor been liable to any objeftion. On the con- 
trary, they had fo managed it, as to fet off hoftilcly, and lay 
"the foundation for many future bickerings, much heart-burn- 
ing, and much difcontent. He ftated the different grounds 
on which the late diflblution might b« argued, with a view to 
its juftification, and faid, that regarded as a matter of conve- 
nience to Minilters, they certainly were not to be blamed fot 
it; but then it was a bad principle to lay down, that Miniflers " 
were juftified in proceeding to the adoption of any meafurfe of 
that magnitude and importance merely for their own conve- 
nience. Having contended tbat Minifters had afted raihly ia 
diflblving Parliament in the midfl of a feffion, and declared 
. that they could not urge as a plea for it any conduft on the 
part of oppoHtion, that impeded the progrefs of the public 
bufinefs ; his Lordihip ilated that the meamre had been of it- 
felf a very confiderable means of procrafli nation and delay, 
both of which muft neceflarily be corifidered as extremely dif- 
advantageous to the Public, under the prefent circumflances 
of the country. If any man had a right to be angry with the 
'laft Parliament, his Lordftiip faid, it was himfeli; for at the 
commencementsof that Parliament, he had been feated high 
in power, and apparently poflefled the confidence of a conu- " 
derdble majority of the Houfe of Comnions. His divifion on 
', the Addrels had been 212. The divifion of oppofition was 
'nearly what it had been that day, viz. 130, and yet flat- 
tering as thefe fa6ts appeared to be at the time, in two or three 
years after he was obliged to quit his high fituation. He ad- 
vifed the right honourable gentleman, therefore, not to rely 
too .confidently on his own fecurity, nor to exult too tri- 
umphantly on his prefent majority. 

Mr. Fo^ fpoke in fupport of the amendment. He confi- Mr. Foxt 
dered ,the calling upon thofe of the kte Parliament-^a Parli^- 
\ F 2 mcnt 
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ment deferving of as much praife ^s any Parliament that hac^ 
^ver fat, tofubfcribc to their own condemnation,, by acceding 
to an Addrefs containing a paragraph applauding and thank- 
ing His Majefty for his diffolution of if, to be adding a degree 
ofinfult to viftory, and exercifing an arrogant and indecent 
triumph at the expence of the conquered. Mr. Fox entered 
into a general defence of the India bill, declaring that he 
ihrunk rtbt from the refponfibilrty pf that rneafure. He was 
the author of it ; and if there was guilt in the having propofed 
it, he was chargeable withtl^at g^ilt. Perfdnally refp6nfiblc 
for having brought forward the bill,, he coul4 not be, fo as to 
be made'fubject to perfonal puniihment, but refponfible ini 
the only manner in which refponiibility fo^ fuch condu£l 
could attach, he certainlywas ; refponfible with his charac- 
ter, refponfible at the tribunal of the Ppblic [ He w,as glad 
that he had rifqued his fituation for that bill, even though it; 
was loft ; and though he never, perhaps, ipight again be a 
Minifter, he would ever perfift in maintaining, that the man 
who was afraid of rifquing every thing perfonal. on a rneafure 
of importance^ on a rneafure that he was him(elf perfuaded 
was a good rneafure for the country, was uiifit to be a Minif- 
ter. The India bill,' he w^s well convinced, was that fort of 
ipieafure ; and he was perfuaded, when it fliould hereaftejc 
be coolly confidered, when the neceflity for it on the one 
)(iand, and the defign, fcope, and extent of it on the other, 
were fairly viewed,, and equally balanced, he bad no doubt' 
but it would be admitted to be a good, a falutary, and a pro- 
per bill for the purpofei That he meant either- now, or at 
any other time, to ihrink from it, was untrue ; he never 
bad, he never would ihrink from it; he avowed it originally^ 
he avowed it then. In like manner he avowed the Refolution 
op which ^the Addrefs to His Majefty was founded, that de- 
liied that no dijQTolution might take place; a prayer which the 
Houfe had been given to underftand ihould be complied with. 
Qn the prefent occafion, therefore, he charged Minifters with 
leaving broken the Royal word, a1id faid one thirig to the 
Houfe, while they meant to do another. After dwelling upon 
this for fome time, Mr. Fox faid, the condudt. of the Minifter 
in his endeavour that day to trample upon oppofition, and 
treat it contcmptuoufly, betrayed fom'ething, as it were, like 
the paiEon of infolente. He cautioned the right honourable 
gentleman, therefore, not to exult fo exceedingly in his change 
of fituation, nor to triumph too inordinately, becaufe the 
diffolution had anfwered his purpofe. Majorities were not 
always fecure, nor always fteady. Let the right honourable 
genUeman look to the year 1709, and let him recoIle£l that 
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there wa$ fuch a pcrfon as Dr. Sacheverel. Not that he 
xpeant to degrade the right honourable gentleman's talents by 
putting them on a footing with thofe of Sacheverel, but mere-, 
i'y to ren^ind him, that in the year 1709 the times were ex- 
ceedingly iimiiar to the times at pretbnt, and the new Parlia- 
ment, that had then been juft callec|, were; to the full as par- 
tial to Dr. Sacheverel, as the prefent new Parliament was 
-pbviouAy partial to the ^ight honourable gentleman. Thofe 
yrho had got poffeffion of the Government then (during the 
four la(l' years of Queen Anne) would, in all probability, 
have deftroyed the Conftitution, had not the hand^ of Provi-r 
dence happily interpofed and prevented it. Mr. Fox recom- * ' 
inended it to Mr. Pitt to bring forward the neceflary meafures 
to prevent the illicit praftjces vpon th^ revenue, commending 
the very excellent Reports that had been m^e upon that fub- 
jedt by the Committee of the laft Parliament ; he faid, when-s 
ever tne right honourable gentleman did this, or brought for- 
ward any propofition to fupport the credit of the nation, he 
^ight depend on his fupport, ashe wifhed the public hufinefs 
to go on without farther interruption. He took notice of 
what Mr. MilneShad faid about York, and declared, thatr&» 
fpedlable as thiat gentleman might be, he did ndt believe that 
either the ^ouf^ or the city of York would be benefited by 
the exchange. ' 

Mr. Alilnes rofe to explain. He (aid, ^e verily believed, Mr.MUneia 

J he politics of Lord John Caven'difh, and the oieafures hq 
lad fupported, loft him the city of York. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt apologized for rifing at fo late, an hour, Mr. Chan-r 
declaring, that what had fallen in the courfe of the debate, «eUor P*^ 
made it neceflar v that he Ihould fay ' a few words. He then 
faid, he was fully convinced of the importance of unanimity, 
arid was extremely defirous of procuring it, if unanimity 
could be obtained ; but he was not for purchafing a hollow ' 
imaniinity, by blinking a great conftitutional queftion, and 
paffing over tne diflblution of the laft. Parliament when it was 
lb clearly eftabliflied, that it had given the moft folid fatif- 
fa£lion tnroughout the kingdom. As on the one hand, he 
y^as not willing to blink that great queftion, for the fake of 
the unanimity of an hoUr, fo on the other, he was not afraid 
to ftate fairly how far he did conceive the prefent Addrefs 
would preclude and pledge the Houfe, when they came here- 
after to difcufs the circumftance of the diflblution. If it 
fliould appear, that in the condudt of the diflblution, there 
]bad been any trifling irregularity or error, he fliould in that 
cafe think.tlie prefent Addrefs precluded any cenfure for fuch 
frfegularity ; but God forbid, that the Addrefs^ or acv^ i\\\w^ 
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dfe, ihouJd prevent any capitarcriminality, if criminality of 
that fort there flicfuld be difcbvered in the diflblution, from 
b^ing fairly brought out, fully inveftiga^d, and if proved, 
punijfhed^with due feverity. Having faid this, the Chancellor 
mentioned among the fortunate events that had happened, the 
finai conclufion of the Definitive Treaty with the States 
Generaj. He next took notice of the various arguments that 
had been ufed in the debate, and by colleifting them feverally 
from Lord North, Mr. ^dam, and Mr. Fox, and comparing 
the violences of 6ne with the other, threw an air of ridicale 
«pon the whole. He took notice of Mr. Fox's having had 
the firmnefs to avow the India bill, and ftill to glory in it, 
although he loft what he rifqued— his power and fituation by 
' it. He faid this firmnefs was not-to be fufficieotly admired; 
. but that Mr. Fox's declaring himfelf willing to bear the re- 
fponfibilrty was a little ridiculous, blecaufe in the very next - 
fcntence he declared the refponfibjlity to arnount to nothing,. 
. as he could not be made perfonal^y refponfible to any punifli- 
mcnt for having merely propofed a bill to^ Parliament. The 
only refponfibility he was liable to, was the refponfibility of 
charafler, and refponfibility at the tribunal of the Public. 
This fort of refponfibility, Mr. Pitt obferved, had already 
been brought to the teft. Mr. Fox had been tried before that 
tribunal of the Public, who had nearly unanirooufly found 
s him guilty. He alfo adverted to what Lord North had faid 
of the lafl Parliament, and owned, that if any thing could be 
a juftification of that parliament, the noble Lord had ftated 
the fingle merit, that would indeed ferve to cover a multitude of 
iin«, viz. he had ftated that the laft Parliament had the virtue to 
put an end to his Adminiftration, and to the ruinous and cala- 
mitous war which the noble Lord had brought upon thecountry. 
He would not, he faid, at that late hour, attempt to argue 
the cafe 5 but leaving it under the broad fhield which the 
noble Lord had thrown over it, he would proceed to take 
notice of two or three obfervations that had fallen from the 
right honourable gentleman oppofite to him, and from the 
Tight honoiirable gentleman's learned friend behind him> 
relative to that ^* glorious check to the career of Miniflert,'l 
as it was called, the Weftminfter eleftion. The ingenuity 
of the learned gentleman had found out, that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman's eleftion was alinoft unanimous, al- 
though they had that day been enquiring why no return 
had been made, and had learnt, that many thoufands voted 
for two other candidates. But, faid the learned gentleman, 
I the 
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the fuccefs was wonderful, confidering that the right honour- 
able gentleman had to contend with the powers of public 
office, with the powers of the India Company, and with, 
what th^ learned gentleman was pleafed to term, popular 
phVenzy. The right honourable gentleman, faid Mr. Pitt, 
has to lament, that he had to conlend with the powers of 
public office, becaufe he endeavoured to fubvert Goverri- 
loent — He has to lament, that he had to contend with the 
£aft-India Company, becaufe he endcavbured to fcize upon 
their property, and to feize upon their moft facred rights, 
fah£^ioned by charters, and fecured 10 them by ftatutes; 
and he has to lament, that he had to contend wivh what is 
termed the popular phrenzy, becaufe the People at large 
have feen and condemned his conduct -—But what allies the 
right honourable gentlemaa had to fight for him are not no- 
ticed — The degree of influence ufed'in his favour has not 
been* obferved upon, nor any refped paid to thofe. charms, 
which alone can fuperfede every other confideration among 
us all, and command mianimity, when nothing elfe could 
occaiion it. Having purfued this vein of mixed farcafm and 
ridicule, Mr. Pitt took notice of Mr. Fox^s glories not be- 
ing merely confined to Weftminfter, but extended to the 
€Xtremeft corner of the illand, to which the right honour- 
able gentleman's partialities had not formerly gone. — Hi« 
faccefs at Rofs and Kirkwall ought not, he thought, to be 
denied its fhare of praife — It was well intitled to 

*' Purfue the triumph and partake the gale.f 

Having entertained the Houfe confiderably with this part of 
his fpeech, Mr. Pitt brought his harangue to a conclufion, 
by declaring that he could not confent, either at the price of 
unanimity, or for any other confideration, to alter the ad- 
drefl in any part of it. 

Lord Fielding rofe next; but the cry of ** ^ejiion^ qmf" LordFieU- 
^^.tiotij^ was fo generally vociferated, that it was fome time ''^8' 
fcefore his Lordihip could go on, and then only for a fhort 
time. He moved ** That the addrefs of the Houfe in Janii- 
«< ary laft fhould be read." It was read accordingly ; arid 
Mr, Pox moved «* That the original refolution might be read 
•< likewife," which was complied with. 

At length the question was put, and the Houfe divided, 
* Ayes, (for the amendment) - 114 
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The main queftion was then put, and ^rtied; audi 
Committee was appointed to prepare the addrds. 
Mr. Lee. Mr. Lee afterwardii moved ** That Mr. Grojan^ the De^ 
' << puty Bailiff of Weftminftcr> attend at the Bar tfatt daj" 
Ordered* 

May 25. 

TheHotift proceeded to eftablifh the ordet^ for the irgu* 
lation of petitions complaining of undue elections and re^ 
turns ; and after a good deal of debate they agreed to the fbl* 
lowing order : • — That the petitions (hould be claiied »^' ifi» 
Petitions in cafes of double returns ; 2dly, Petitions a^aiqft 
members returned for two or more places; 3dly^ Petitioot 
complaining of returns only — This was a new diftinAioO) 
moved by Mr. Gafcoyne— and 4thly, Petitions in all other 
cafes. — After this was fettled, a number of petitions wert 
prefeiited) and days fixed for taking them into confide- 
ration. 

A debate occurred on a petition from the right honour* 
able Charles- James Fox, complaining of there not having 
been any return made to the writ for Wcftminftcr, anci dat- 
ing all the circumftances of the eledion. 1 
As foon as this petition was read, Lord Afulgrave defired 
to know upon what ground this petition was delivered, un- 
der a claim to be heard before a Committee, appointed un^ 
der the authority of Mr. Grenville's bill ? As the bcft 
means of commg at this, his Lordfhip moved, ^^ That an 
** aft made in the loth of His prefcnt Majefty, entitled^ * An 
^ aft to regulate the trials of controverted eleftions, or re- 
* returns of members to ferve in Parliament/ might be 
"read.'' 
Mr. Fo«. Mr.. Fox faid, he confidered hlmfclf as entitled to peti- 
tion the Houfe, and to have that petition referred to a Com* 
mittee, to be chofen according to the regulations of Mr, 
Grenville's bill, for which reafon he had delivered the peti*- 
tipn which had been juft read ; and he meant to move,^ if 
there was no objeftior^ ftated to it, that the faid petition 
go to a Committee to be balloted for on Friday fe*nnight. 
Lord Mul- Lord Mulgrave faid, be had moved to have the clauie of 
«»*«^- the aft r^ad, which he took to be perfeftly regular, and 
therefore defired it might be read, as he did not conceive 
the petition came within the aft : and in that cafe he fhould 
make a motion, fomewhat diiFerent from that propofed to be 
made by the right honourable gen^eman. 

The 
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The claufe of the ad w^s read. 

Lord Mulgrave then entered into a difcOiCon of the true 
intent and meaning of Mr. Grcnville, when he originally . 
propofed the bill, declaring, that he was in Parliament, and 
took a confiderable part in carrying the bill through againft 
the powerful enemies it had to contend with at the time. 
He declared, the fole purvieu of the bill went to the feats of 
parties, that it ordered notice to be fent of the Committee, 
&c. to the petitioners ^nd fitting members, abd could not be 
conftrued as having any relation to elections pending. In ex- 
planation, and by way of illuftratingthis aiTertion, hisLord- 
ihip quoted Mr. Grenvi lie's expreffions at the time the bill 
was under coniideration ; from whence he declared, that all 
dedion matters and merits not fpecifically and obvioufly 
included within the purvieu of iMr. Grcnvillc's bill, remain* 
ed fubje£l to the old common law, as it ftood before the 
palling of the flatute, and' that confequently the. petition 
upon the table could only be received and«con(idered by the 
Hoiife as any other petition that was without the meaning 
of Mr. Grenville's bill. The petitioner might be heard by 
his Counfel at the bar, in fupport of it, and to fuch a mo- 
tiorf he Ihould have no objeSion ; but at prefent he ihould 
move, ** That the faid petition does not come witliin the 
<* defcription of a petition complaining of an undue eledion 
•* or return of a member or members to fcrve in Parliampnt, 
** the proceedings upon which are regulated by two afts, 
*^ made in the loth and nth years of his prefent Majefty's 
".reign, for regulating the trials of controverted ele^ions, 
•* or returns of members to ferve in Parliament." 

The Majier of the Rolls (Sir Lloyd Kenyon) feconded the The Maftft 
motion, and affigned his reafons for being clearly of opinion ofthcRolis 
with the noble Lord. He faid, the aft of Mr. Grenville, 
of which bethought highly, clearly regarded fitting mem- 
bers only, and provided for the trial of an eleftiort caufe 
between parties. In the prefent cafe there were no parties, 
there had been no eleftion, there was no return. It was 
impoffible to fay who' was <:hofen, and there was but one 
petitioner. If he was to give his opinion upon the paper 
that had been delivered to the Sheriff by the High Bailiff, 
' he ftiopld certainly not pronounce it a return of members, 
for it ftated not who were, according to the judgement of the 
teturning officer, duly defied : it was merely a return of 
another kind, a hiftory of the proceedings at the Weftmin- 
fler poll; an account of the ns gejia there, by way of apo- 
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•logy made by the High BailifF to the ShcrifT, as a jdftifi-i 
cation of himfelf for not being able to make a complete re- 
turn^ The ftaiute of the 12th of King William had been a 
good deal mentioned the preceding day ; it was, he faid^ to 
him no new bufinefs; and he had his doubts, whether that 
ftatute had any reference whatever to the High BailifF. He ' 
was inclined to think it had not, becaufe no Tuch perfon at 
the High BailifF, or any otfier returning, officer, other thaH 
the SherifF, ^s recognifed in it. That aft ordered the 
Sheriff to make his return to the writs, for the eleflion of 
members to ferve in Parliament, to the Clerk of the Crown, 
* and direfted, that the SherifF (hould pay to the faid Clejrk 

of the Crown the ancient and lawful fees of four fhillings, 
and no more, for every knight of the (hire, and two fhil- 
lings, and no more, for every citizen, butgefs, or baron of 
thfe Cinque Ports, -and fhould charge the fame in his ac- 
count. Upon this, the Mailer of the Rolls reafoned, to 
prove, that the SherifF alone was amenable to the flatute, 
aikjng what account the High BaiHfFever kept at the Crown 
office, and what fees he ever paid there > He concluded 
with declaring, that he was crear irt his opinion, that the 
' petition of the right honourable gentleman came not within ' 
the meaning of Mr% Grenville*s bill. 
Mr, Fox, Mr. Fox declared, that he would be free to confefs, that in 
one^point he was rather inclined to the opinion of the learned 
gentletnan, and that was merely with refpeft to the return ; 
but that although his petition was not within the letter of 
the bill of Mr. Grenville, he was perfuaded it came within 
the fpirit of it, and he hoped the Houfe would have fufFered 
it to go to a Committee, though he faw pretty plainly that it 
was not their intention. He took notice of the Mafler of 
the Rolls having declared that it was no new bufinefs: he 
' faid, he verily believed it wats not a new bufinefs to any of 
the learned gentlemen he faw oppofite to him, for he was per- 
fuaded they had all been confulted in the contrivance and fa- 
brication of the curious device that had been hit tipbn, 
which,though it'was not to be deemed fo far a return as to per- 
mit him to petition the Houfe upon it, fo as to obtain a hear- 
ing before a Committee upon their oaths, it was neverthe- 
lefs to be deemed a return fufficient to exculpate and fave an 
atrocious delinquent from punifhment. From this remark, • 
Mr. Fox proceeded to ilate the peculiar difficulties that had 
been thrown in the way of his bein^ returned for Weflmin- 
atcr, iic faid every other candidate in the kingdom had been 

allowed 
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altowed to try his chance fairly ; but it appeared to have been 
determined by Adminiftration, that let Mr. Fox have ever 
To great a majority, let him' even have bad all the votes of 
all the eledors, that unfortunate candidate was to have been 

' prevented from taking his feat for Weftminfter. Various ^ 

; had been the ftratagems put in practice to defeat his eleftion* 
At firft the defign feemed to have been, to poll any votes for 
his rival, no ihatter how bad ; but that method was foon 
abandoned as too glaringly partial to be perlifted in ; then 
probably the idea of making a double return was paufed 
upbn ; but as in that cafe a petition would have carried the 
matter before a Committee of the Houfe, under Mr. Grcn- 
ville's billy the righ( to the feat would have been decided 
fooner than it was wifhed to be, and therefore that plan was 
likewife abandoned ; all along Adminiflration had ufed their 
whole^ weight and influence againft him, and aggravated the 
cxpence to the utmoft, by way of harrailing the enemy as 
much as poilible : laft of all, the ingenious thought of draw- 

'. ing up for the High Bailiff, fuch a paper as would preferve 
him from danger, though the unfortunate candidate could 
neither proceed upon it one way nor the other, fo as to ob- 
tain that feat which he was fairly entitled to, was adopted 

' and carried into pra£tice. Mr. Fox added other arguments 
to prove how far the perfecution was carried ; if he attempt- 
ed to avail himfelf of one ftatute, to which, from the com- 
pletion of his cafe, it appeared to be applicable^ he was im« 

^ mediately told, it had ho reference to that ad of Parliament ; 
if he looked to another with a hope that it would proteS him, 
and obtain that for him which in reafoh and juftice he had a 
right to claim^ he was told, he was as wide of the mark as 
ever, and fo on : be had ho doubt he (hould find it ad infinitum* . . 

^ With regard to a fcrutiny, Ihould the Houfe be of opinion 
that it ought to proceed, what hope could he entertain of 
getting his feat for years i In London the fcrutiny had con- 
tinued for ten days, and about twenty votes only had been 

, gone through ; in what-time then was it likely that the poll 
for Weftminfler fhould be brought to a conclufion ? He took 
notice that a learned friend of his, fpeaking of the partiality 
of the eledors towards him, had carried the paradox rather 
toofar, and declared, that the votes for him had been almoft 
univerial -, he would hot venture to fay this ; but though he 
had not a majority of votes, yet it might fairly be faid, that 
when a candidate like him, a known object of the enmity and 
perfecution of Government, ventured to flajid for Weflmin- 
G Z fter^ 
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fier, to obtain an equality of votes, he mull have a majority 
of wifties. . He obfcrved, that the L^tin word votum admit- 
ted of two tranflations, 'both of which applied to his cafe; 
for he might be faid to have enjoyed the majority of the voids 
of his conAttuents, or he could not have been honoured with 
an equality of their votes. If, however, he had been chofen 
by the unanimous votes of all the Weftminfter eleftors, and 
Lord Hood and Sir Cecil Wray had chofen to demand a firro- 
. tiny, he was perfuaded they might have kept him out.of the 
Houfe the whole feffion, perhaps the whole Parliament. 
Ah the cafe ftood, he was fincerely of opinion, that his Peti- 
tion ought, from its coming within the fpirit of Mr. Gren- 
yille's bilU to go to a Committee ; there were parties, com- 
plete parties to try the caufe between ; Lord Hood and he 
were one party ; Sir Cecil Wray apd his ele£lors another: 
Sir Cecil Wray ought to petition, and then they would be 
properly before the Houfe* As to there being no fitting 
members — ^What fitting members were there in the cafe of a 
double return I Mr. Fox argued upon the neceffity for a nfew 
law to be made, in order to bring cafes like his within the 
jurifdiSion of Mr. Grenville's bill ; at prcfent, he faid, thofe 
who afFefted to be moft fond of that ftat^te, took moft pains 
to narrow its fcope apd confine its efFefts. This had that 
day been fully exemplified in the cafe of the Bedfordfhirc 
Petition. He faw the utility of that bill more and more, 
^nd he wifhed to extend its jurifdiftion to all poflible cafes of 
deftion. He remarked, that he had fomewhere heard fome- 
thing of the kindnefs fhewn him by the eleftors of Rofs and 
« Kirkwall, when his eleftion for Weftminfter was, as it had 
been termed, in its moft forlorn ftate. Upon that head, 
he could only fay, that he was as much furprlfed, when he 
learnt that he was to be returned for Kirkwall, as any one 
gentleman in the Houfe could be. The honour was altoge- 
ther unexpefted by him, nor did he hear of it, till two days 
before he was chofen; but though he had not looked there for 
a refource, yet it would have been the height of imprudence 
for him, if he meant to be in Parliament, to have tVufted 
folely to Weftminfter. Of that he was aware all along, and 
his opinion was now fully confirmed, Mr. Fox, before be 
fat down, faid, it was his duty to prefent the Petition, and 
to get it referred to a Committee under Mr. Grenville's bill, 
if he could ; he owed it to his conftituents, ahd he wiftied 
either to have a declaration from that Houfe, that the High 
BailiflF's paper was a return, or an order for him to make one. 

He 
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He was fare he was legally chofen, ^nd that by a confid^raMe 
majority, althoaght it might be thought he was not. Poffibly ^ ' 
fome hundreds who had voted for him wotild fay, they voted 
for Sir Cecil Wray, and fo he was perfuaded would others 
who voted for Sir Cecil Wray fay, they voted for him ; but 
he knew the faft was not fo ; and that as to any real miftake, 
of that kind, if there were any, there could be but very few. 
The feat he claimed as his right; he was contending for the 
poiTeiTion by virtue of that right, and he wifhed to have it 
fairly tried ; if Sir Cecil Wray Ihould appear to be legally 
chpfen, let him take his feat ; at any rate. Lord Hood 
ought to have his feat, and the eleftors for Wcftminfter be 
reprefented in fome fort in Parliament. — Mr. Fox, in the 
courfe 9f his fpeech, aiked the Mafter of the Rolls, if, when 
he, the preceding day, called out audi alteram partem^ he 
tranilated the word alteraniy as alluding only to one of the two 
parties ? He alfo mentioned the learned gentleman's having 
given the Public to underftand by his vote for Wcftminfter^ 
that he lived in his ftables. Before he concluded, Mr. Fox 
faid, he fhould not take the fcnfe of the Houfe by a divifion, 
but if the queftion were carried againft him, (as he fuppofed^ 
from the prefent temper and difpofition of the Houfe, it 
wouWbe), he fhould move afterwards, that leave be giveo 
to bring up the Petition, and that he might be heard by his 
Counfel upon it at the bar of the Houfe. 

The Majier of the Rolls (Sir L. Kenyon) rpfe to explain, and The Mafter 
firft he took notice of what Mr. Fox had thrown out with ^f thcRoils. 
nefpeft to the bulinefs not being new to him. The expreffion 
which he had ufed, and which Mr. Fox had twifted and tor* 
tured fo ingenioufly, was, he declared, that the eleventh of 
King William was not new to him ; and when he faid fo, he 
alluded to his being converfant with that ftatutc, the faft be- 
ing, that having heard Mr. Fox the preceding day pledge 
bimfelf to bring a popular a£tion againft the High Bailiff oa 
that aft of Parliament ; when he went home from the Houfe, 
be had read the ftatute, and formed the opinion, which he 
haa rather hinted than delivered that evening. With regard 
to the paper of the High Bailiff, he declared, upon his ho- 
^nour, that he had never feen, or even heard of it, till he 
beard it read in the Houfe. He would, as he was upon his 
legs, add one thing more ; the honourable gentleman had 
fuggefted, and he had feen it ftated in almoft all the news- 
papers, that he had voted for his ftcrbles. The ta£t was, a 
part of his faoufe^ which was a pretty large one^ ftood in St, 

Clement's 
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.Clcm«nt''$ parifh. When he voted, Mr. Baldwin^ a very re- 
. fpeikable Counfel, and a voluntary agent for Mr. Fox, was 
prefent, and told him at the time,, that his vote was as good 
a one as any vote that had been taken • 
Mr. Chin- Mr. Chancellor Pitt contended, that inftead of fairly and 
celkvPm. difp^ffionately arguing the petition upon the table on either of 
its true grounds, viz. on the conftru6lion of the ftatute, or 
pn, the orders and pradlice of parliament, the right honourable 
gentleman bad chofen, as ufual, to throw out a great de^l of 
inflammatory affertion, to, fcattcr his inveftives at random, . 
and to mix much extraneous matter with his arguments, of 
a fort that could have been introduced with no other motive, 
than for the purpofe of confounding truth and falfehood, and 
by that means mifleading the judgements, and alarming the 
prejudices of the Houfe, and of all who heard him. Had the 
right honourable gentleman fairly argued his petition, the 
whole merits of the cafe would have been found to lie in a 
tiarrdw compafs, and it would have been a very eafy matter 
to follow his facSls, and ,to put the queftion in its true point 
of view. The queftion, Mr. Pitt laid, was not, what had 
happened during the election for Weftminfter, nor what tHe 
difficulties were, which the enmity of Adminiflration had 
provided for the unfortunate candidate, who had taken up fo 
ihuch of the time of the Houfe, in ftating and defcribing the 
lamentable circumftances that had befallen him. The quef- 
tion merely was, did the petition upon the table come within 
the purvieu of Mr. Greqville's bill ? If it did, it undoubtedly 
ought to go to a Committee ; but if the Houfe fhould 1)6 of 
opinion that it did not, undoubtedly it was neither confo- 
nant with the orders of the Houfe, that it fhould remain on 
the table, nor right that it fliould interrupt the regular bufi- 
' nefs the Houfe was at that time engaged in,- viz. the receiv- 
ing petitions complaining of undue eIe6lions. — The unfor- 
tunate candidate, among many other of the melancholy 
' grievances rhe complained of, and which he had taken fiich 
pains to imprefs upon the minds of. the Houfe, with a view 
to hold himfelf put to the Public as an objeft of the moft 
unexampled minifterial perfecution, had faid, that let him re- 
fbrt to whatftatute he would, ftill he was tp bp told htf 
could derive no benefit from it. To what; was this to be af- 
cribed, but to the right honourable gentleman (or rather, ai 
he had chofen to defcribe himfelf, to the unfortunate candi- 
date's) choofing to refort to fuch afts of Parliament as 
could not, by any fair conftrui^ion of any of their claufes, 
be admitted to be at all appliipable to his cafe ? Statutes, how- 
' , ever 
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ever beneficial in their pperation, however defeVvedly popu- 
lar, muft ever be takeft as they were, and conilrued accord- 
ing to their clear import. Every aft of Parliament had its 
particular object, and could not be made applicable to fuch 
* cafes, as by their expfefs wording, thei^r provifions did not 
extend to. This was thj cafe with Mr^ Grenville's bill ; and 
the petition upon the table, to which the claufe of the a& 
that the Houfe had heard read, had no reference whatever. 
Nor was there any thing in the argument of the unfortunate 
candidate, that in the cafe of a double return, there were no 
fitting members. The fail was, to fome purpofes, on every 
double return, there were four fitting members inftead of two. 
With r^ard to the ftatute of King William's not applying, 
he knew not whether the unfortunate candidate had moft 
caufe to lament, or the fortunate High Bailiff, (againft whom 
the right honourable gentleman had fo' vehemently denounced 

.his vengeance, threatening him with his indignation, and 
declaring his determination to make him, if poffible^ a facri- 
lice to his difappointment), had moft leafon to rejoice at the 
circumftance. Happy it undoubtedly was for the High Bai- 
liff, that it turned out that he had duly difcharged his duty, 
and fully complied with his oath, and with all that the ftatute 
required at his hands, in ftating his reafons for not having 
4nade the return which the unfortunate candidate had ex- 
pe£led. , With refpe<St to the pointed charge which the unfor- 
tunate candidate had made againft his learned friend^ the 

• charge of not coming, new to the bufinefs, every man who 
was acquainted with the refpeftable chara<5ler of the learned 
gentleman, and his uncommon ihafe of profeflional know- 
ledge and profeflional learning, would not only wonder 
if thft eleventh of King William were, new to' him, but 
even if. almofi any of the laws in our Statute Book came 
Vnder that defcription : indeed the right honourable gentle- 
roaki had forgot that he himfelf had tabken care that the bufi- 
ncft fliould not be new to any part of the Houfe, fince on 
the firft day of the feffion, before a Speaker was chofen, and 
before v^y bufinefs whatever could be brought on, confif- 
tently with the forms and pradice of the Houfe, he had 
rifen and urged it moft indecently upon their notice. The" 
right honourable gentleman, 'not contented with moft foully 
and-illiberally abufing Adminiftratioh, and imputing to them * 
defigns which they had not dreamt of, and devices which they 
had never pra&ifed 5 not contented with infulting the under- 
ftahdingsr of that Houfe, contemning its decifions, and ar- 
raigning its juftice, the right honourable geutleoian had e^- 

I ceeded 
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ceeded even bis ufual fcope, and carried his invedive beyond 
thofe walls, compiehentJin^ all his conitituents in one gener4 
cenfure ; a cenlure that involved in it the charge of perjory. 

!A cry from the other lide of the houfe of No/ No/} po 
bon had the right honourable gentleman forgot bis obliga- 
tions to the electors of Weltminlter, fo foon had he loft fight 
oif the arts of ingratiating himfclf in their favour, whicane 
had been ftudioufly pradtiling for the laft two montbis with 
unexanipled zeal, and, accordmg to his own account, with 
fuch unexampled fuccefs, that he had. not only obtained 9 
majority of their votes, but, according to his own elegant 
tranflation of the Latin word votunii a majority of their 
' voices, and even what was ftill more, a majority of theij 

wiihes. With regard to the time that a fcrutiny would take^ 
the bare mention that in the eledlion of Vandeput and 
Trentham, 1500 votes were fet afide in the courfe of one 
leffion only, when feffions were much fhorter than they bad 
been of late years, was fufficient to prove^ that the unfortu- 
nate candidate had very greatly aggravated the length of time 
a fcru^ny was likely to take up before it could b? compleated; 
and as to the imputed wilb of Minifters to keep the city of 

V Weliminfter without its reprefentatives, he would leave it to . 
the good fenfe of gentlemen to determine, whether it was 
likely that Adminiitration fliould entertain fo abfurd a wlfh, 
as that of preventing Lord Hood and Sir Cecil Wray (who • 
probably might be the members returned at the ^end of the 
/fcrutiny) from taking their feats, fince it was pretty Well 
known .that both thofe gentlemen were actuated by fenti- 
merits, and that they entertained political principled friendly 
to the prefent Government. He faid, what imprefled his 
mind, from an impartial confideration of the v\(hole of the 
cafe, and which he prefumed made the fame impreffion on the * 
minds of all candid men, was, the neceflity for a new law to 
regulate the eleftioris for Weflminfter in future ; a hw that 
might dire£l: the duration, and limit the continuance of thofe 
eledlions, fo that the Bailiff of Weflminfter Ihould be able 
to take the poll, and even conclude a fcrutiny, (iHould a 

. fgrutiny in his judgement appear to be neceffary) in fufficient 
time to enable him to make a complete return to the Shehff, 
by the period appointed in the writ for fuch return to be 
'made fo the Clerk of the Crown. An aft of Parliamerit like 
that be had defcribed, Mr. Pitt faid, appeared to him to be 
highly neceffary;^ and he trufted he fhould have the affiftance 
and fupport of the right honourable gentleman, and of the 
whole Houfe, wh^n a bill for the purpofe fliould be fubniit- 
4 ted 
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ted to their confiJeration; by that means endeavouring to 
convince die Public at large of the wifdom and pradicability 
of a meafure, wijich ever had been, and ftill was, neareft His 
hearty viz. a fober^ temperate, and ufeful reform of the ftate 
of parliamentary reprefentation. He vf iflicd the cafe of the 
Weftminfter ele^ion to be fully hpard, and impartially dif- 
cufled ; but he was firmly of opmion that the petition came 
not vithin the purvie'u of Mr. Grenville's bill ; and that be- 
ings of that opinion, his regard for. the rules and orders of the 
fioufe obliged him not only to voteagainft the petition's go- 
ing to a Committee, but againft its remaining on the table, 
till it came there in a manner more confonant to the orders of 
the Houfe, and the pradlice of Parliament. 

The motion was agreed to ; after which the petition Was » 
withdrawn. 

Afay 27. 

The Houfe went up to St. James's with their addrefs"; to 
which His Majefty was pleafed to return the following moft 
gracious anfwer : ' 

" Gentlemen, 

" T return you mv moft cordial thanks* for this very4oyal 
** and dutiful addrels, 

:*' The afiedkionate expreffions of attachment from my 
^* faithful Commons, and their zealous regard to the princi- 
** pies of our invaluable Conftitution, muft ever afibrd me 
«* the moft fincere fatisfadkion.'* 

May 31, 

Mr. Burke rofc, sfnd faid, he wiihed to fay a few words Mf. Burk^ 
upon a fubjeft well worthy the attention of the Houfe, 
The Parliament had been ailemhled under circumftances {q 
new and extraordinary, that if there ever was a time when it 
J^ehoved men to look about them, and confider themfelves 
and' their charaflers, this was the time. It wa$ highly ne 
ceilary that they fhould know precifrly the nature of t\V9 
ground they troid, and the fort of law that was to govern 
their future condudl within thefe walls. His Majefty 's 
fpeech from the throne at the opening of the feffion, and the 
addrefs voted upon it, although , couched in pretty general 
terms, and holding a language far from objedlionable in the 
abftraft, involved a variety of weighty and important mat- 
ters, that called for as ferious and deliberate a difcuffion a^ 
an v fuhjec^s that ever had beeri fubmitted to the confideration 

Vol. XV. H if 
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of any Failiament. Meaning tbe(dEbre» at fom^ future, day, 
to bring them before the Houfe, in fuch a naapner sl% ftiomA 
challenge their roatureft attention, he rofe then in fairnefs 
and candour to declare, that fuch was his deilgn^ in ordcfr 
that gentlemen might have fufficient time to confider the to» 
. pics touched upon in His Majefty's fpee^h, and to weigh 
their, import and tendency* with that degree of exachinatioa 
and refleSion that their magnitude merited. The points 
which the fpeech, and the addrefs of the Houfe, ];>rincipally 
held out, were three ; the firft^ the diffolution of the late 
Parliament* for which the Houfe had thanked His Majefty. 
Undoubtedly, to diilblve a Parliament was a legal exercife 
of the prerogative, and prima facte a right thing. It waa, 
therefore, proper to thank His Majefty for doing what 
appeared prima facie to be right ; but there might be cir- 
cumftances (he was not then faying that there were, be- 
caufe .that was not the fit moment for the difcuffion) 
which might prove, that what was prima facie right, was 
altogether unjuftifiable, and a moft violent and unwar-* 
rantable exercife of power as ever was put in pra&ice. 
The fecond point the fpeech and addrefs went to,, was the 
mention of what had been done in relation to the Eaft- 
India Company ; and this commemoration carried along 
with it a ftrong infinuation, that fomcthing unconftitu- 
tional had been attempted on that head in the laft Par- 
liament. This commemoration, therefore, was commemo' 
ratio quafi exprobatioy and called for confideration and en- 
quiry, fince it regarded the condufl of Parliaments in ge- 
neral, and it being highly neceflary that the Houfe (hould 
know how far they might fafely proceed in future refpedl- 
ing the fort of bills, that might or might not be intro- 
duced without fubjefting-a Houfe of Commons to the re- 
prehenfion of having afted unconftitutionally. Bilk and 
proceedings might, he obferved, be inftituted and held in 
progrefs, which as bills and proceedings merely, might be 
liable to the imputation of being unconftitutional, becaufe 
it was the completion they received, and the fanftion and 
fiat of the whole Legiflature, that changed them from bills 
and proceedings to afts oif Parliament, and made them con- 
ftitutional 5 it was therefore a very nice queftion, how they 
could proceed fafeiyj to avoid the reprehenfion of having 
aAed unconftitutionally in refpe<Sk to their bills ; becaufe, 
as the matter ftood, unexplained and obfcure, every bill 
they paired that did receive the fan^lion and fupport of 

citheir 
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either of the other branches of the Lcgiflature, might fub- 
je£l that Houfe to the imputation of having afted uncon- 
ftitationally. The third great point in the fpeech was to 
be found at the conclufion, where it was recommended to 
the Houfej^ to take efpecial care to guard and preferve 
tnc conftitutional balance of King, Lords, and Commons. 
This part of the fpeech, Mr. Burke obfcrved, was likewife 
commemorative, and feemed to convey an idea, that the 
laft Parliament had not prefcrved the conftitutional ba- ■ 
lance alluded to ; it became, therefore, highly neceflary, 
that the charge fhould be examined, in order, if there was 
guilt in the laft Parliament, that the degree of it (hould 
be afcertained. Upon thefe confiderations it wa?, that he 
meant to bring forward fome propofition on the fujbjed, 
and he had t^ken that opportunity of making the few ob- 
fervations he had offered to the Houfe, from a principle 
of candour and fairnefs ; with the double view of apprifmg 
gentlemen fully of his intention, and of affording thenx 
time to revolve the fubjeft in their minds previous to his 
bringing it under difcuffion. Mr. Burke concluded with 
giving notice, that he fhould make a propofition upon the 
Kirig's fpeech and addrcfs next Wcdnefday (to-morrow) 
fe'nnight. ^ 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, it was certainly extremely fair Mr. Chan. 
in the honourable gentleman, to give notice of his intention ^^^^*^^ ^*"' 
to make fome propofition upon the fpeech and' the addrefs 
next week, but perhaps as the honourable gentleman had de- 
clared, he did it with a view to enable the Houfe to make 
themfelves equal to the talk of difcufling the fubjeft pro- 
perly, when it fhould be brought before them ; his purpofc 
would have been better anfwcred, had he fignified what 
fort of a propofition he had in contemplation. Mr. Pitt 
declared, he had liftened to the honourable gentleman, 
with all poflTible attention, and he was wholly at a lofs to 
know to what his notice pointed. All that he had been 
able to colle61: was, that His Majefty's fpeech at the open- 
ing of the feffion, and the addrefs of the Houfe in anfwer 
to it, turned on three important circumftances ; namely, 
the difTolution of the late Parliament — ^the fituation of the 
Eaft-India Company's affairs — and the neceffity for ftriftly 
and religioufly preferving that balance which the Conftitu- 
tion defigncd fhould be prefei"ved, with regard to the three 
diftinft branches of the Legiflature. Perhaps.it might 
be the opinion of moft gentlemen, as he owned it was his 

H z opimouy 
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opinion^ that the proper time for making any remarks on 
the King's fpeech was paft, becaufe the htteft moment for 
. fuch remarks being offered » appeared to him to have been 
that mopient^ when ah addrefs was moved upon the fpeech^ 
«nd was under the difcuflion of the Houfe r at any rate, .he 
/ ihought the honourable gentleman, ought to carry hts cati- 

dour and his fairnefs at lead one ftep farther, and to let 
the Houfe know what it was he really intended to propofe^ 
and dn which he had declared himfelf anxious that gentle- 
men (hould make up their minds. 

Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke^ in r^ply, complained of what Mr. Pjtt bad 
faid as^ a fneer at his iniignificance. He remarked, that 
whenevci' men were more than ordinary candid, they Were 
fure to fubje£); themfelves to inconvenience. This was his 
Cafe at prefent. He begged leave therefore, to obferve, 
that however the right honourable gentleman might enjoy 
the advantage of the opportunity for a perfonal reprehen- 
fion, which he had afforded him, that the importance of 
the confiderations he meant to bring forward, would fuf- 
^ ficiently apologife for the want of importance in the indi- 

. vidual who prefumcd to introduce them to the notice of 
the Houfe. When they were under. difcuffion, the right 
honourable gentleman might be affured, that the mover of 
them would wholly difappear, and be loft in their fupe- 
rior confidefation. With regard to explaining his mean- 
ing more fully, fo far from its appearing to nim to be ne- 
ceflary, he was perfuaded that he had been induced, 
from a principle of candour, to go farther into the fub- 
je£);, and to open it much more than he need to have 
done, or than ufually was done on fimilar occafions; 
• What he had faid already was, he was perfuaded, fuf- 
ficient to give the Houfe every neceflary intimation of his 
defign. 

Ihe Houfe then was moved to refofve itfelf into a Com- 
mittee of fupply, when Mr.^ Chancellor Pitt moved, *< That 
<* Mr. Gilbert take the Chair." 

This occafioned a (hort debate, as the oppofition fide of 
the Houfe contended for Mr. Ord, the old Chairman \ but 
the Chancellor's motion was carried; and Mr. Gilbert took 
the chair in the Committee. 

VIt. Srttt. Mr. Brett moved, that 26,000 feamen, including 4400 
marines, be the number employed for the fcryice of the - 
-current year. 

Admiral 
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Admiral Sir 7%omas Frankland rofc, not to objcft to the 
number of feamcn. He faid, viftory depended not abfolutc- 
ly on numbers and mere courage 5 conduftand difcipline 
Qnly would enfure conqueft : the courage of the failor was 
heightened by the knowledge bis Captain had of his profef- ' 
Gon, who ought to keep up fo {trift a difcipline as to leave 
his officers and crew no ropni to harbour any other thouglvts 
but fubmiffion and obedience. He complained loudly, that 
sill fubordiilation and difcipline were loft in the navy : and 
faid, this being-the time of profound peace, if an eS*e£tual 
reform, proper and falutary regulations and inftruftiohs re- 
lating to His Majefty's fervice at fea,^were not immediate-- 
ly adopted and eftabliftied, we were a ruined, undone <ia- 
^on. And he much lamented the confuming (late of the 
yiavy; declared the evil arofe from the unwarrantable ap- ^ 

jiointment of children to commands : boys who had no ca- 
pacity to e^^ecute,' or J|ulgement to diftinguiih; 'who had 
£een no fervice fo as to acquire experience, yet were fet ' 

over officers of known abilities i over men who could do 
liqnour to the fervice, but were difgufted with it, fincc 
merit was no longer the road to advancement. Under fuch 
difcouragements, it was no wonder that they were fick of 
an unconnefted, disjointed fervice ; of obeying command- 
ers of oppofite principles and political fentiments, and* in- 
«lignant at receiving orders from young lads of the age of 
•their own children, who underftood not the orders which 
they gave them to execute. This grievance muft breed 
contempt, and deftroy all fubordination and difcipline, not , 

only to the injury, but to the annihilatSon of the fervice. 
Decay of difcipline, was at all times the lofs of failors by 
Idefertion, and the caufe of fliame to the officers. Sii^Tho- 
mas dated many cafes in point ; one Captain having two 
children appointed his Lieutenants, refufed to keep them» 
but faid, if it was infilled upon that he fllo^ld, they muft 
fend another Captain to his (hip, for he would not com- 
mand her. Another Captain refufed receiving two other 
boy Lieutenants, and for fo doing, was brought, to a Court 
Martial, but was acquitted with honour. }^no\iitt Cap- 
tain hado^e appointed to his fhip> the child was not per- ' 
mitted to do any duty all the pafiage home from Jamaica, 
but his Captain told him to go into the gun-room among 
his boys, and improve himfelf in navigation. In feveral 
fliips the old officers would not, be relieved by children, 
their brother officers^ as they could not trull them with 

the 
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the charge of the watch. — fi Lieutenant was appointed 
to a ftiip, who had only been one year at fea. ^ And to 
fach a ftate was our navy now reduced, that young officers 
frequently had fent their Captains to Coventry, which furely 

^ was quarrelling with their Tuperior officer, which by the ar- 

ticles of war was punifliable with death. How was our navy 
degenerated ! for Captains to bear .fuch infults, and fufie^ 
themfelves to be treated not even with common civility aad 
te(pt&. by their ipferior officers ; even the fwabbers zSptGbei 
the fame manners, and would exhibit figns of contempt 

» while the Captain walked the deck ; for difrefpedt fpreadad 

like wildfire. Sir Thomas expatiated on the ill confequenctt 
of fuch appointments, and obfervcd, it was contrary to all 
the eftablfihed rules, articles, and orders of the fervice j it 
' being ordered, which he begged to read, " That no perfon 
** fliall be preferred to a Lieutenancy but fuch as have 
** ferved fix years at fea, and have been rated two of the iix 
^* years as Midihipman or Mate, in fome of His Majefty's 
•* mips. They muft pro<luce good- certificates from the 
commanders they have ferved with, and be in all refpefls 
** qualified for a Lieutenant^ and not under twenty years of 
** age : they may then b^ preferred, ancf not otherwife." -^ 
After reading this fecond article of the JNavy Inflru&ions, 
*• in regard to the appointment of officers in foreign- parts," 
he wondered how any officer could be made foyour)g, and of 
fuch fhort flandiftg in the fervice ; but moftly, how three prin- 
cipal Captains or commanders could certify to their paffing 
regular examinations, when they muft be fenfible that age, fer- 
"Viice, and qualifications were all three deficient. By their figning 
fuch certificates of examination, the nation was put to great 
expence, as moft of the mails and yards fprung and carried 
^way, lives lofl and drowned, fails fplit and blowii away 
from the yards, fhips crippled, perhaps lofl ! werecaufedby 
the ignorance of thefe officers. He could prove inftances of 
Captains of the forecaflle and Boatfwains' Mates going to the 
Mafter (an officer formerly, as well as his mates, of confe- 
quence to the fervice, but now almoft lofl to it) to beg he 
would get up and come upon the deck, for it looked very 
black and flormy to windward, and no orders from their 
macaroni officers were given either to reef or take in 
their top-fails, and prepare the ihip for a gale of Wintf. 
Even Quarter-maflers had run into their Captain's cabins on 
limilar errands. Could gentlemen be furprifed that the old . 
feamen complained of not being able to fleep in their hami» 
mocks, and defefted the very firfl opportunity they had; 

and 



€i 



' A. i784i. DEBATES. 55 

and that the old veteran Lieutenants avoided the fervice, iJe- 

■ ing diflatisfied and difgufted with the fame ? Sir Thoma$ 
hoped thefe young Captains were never permitted to fit on 
Coart Martials, as the Judge Advocate ought not to admi* 
nifter a corporal oath to a Captain not being of a lawful age, 

* He concluded with faying many of our guardfhips were now 
not half manned, nor ever would be with voltinteers, if the 
fervice was not put on a more refpedtable footing, and the 
pay of the able feamen increafed to 30s. a month, and fome • - 

. fchcme planned for providing for their wives and families : 
For defertion was now as great as it was even in the.laft un- 
happy, difgraceful, and expenfive war; when people were 
prefled into the fervice to fight againft their friends and rela- 
tions, the North Americans ; a war as unnatural, as ruinous 
in the event, to this country. That fomething fhould be 
thought of, and foon ; peace was the time for putting the 
. navy oh the footing it was formerly. If it was not, he fhould 
move the Houfe to appoint a Committee, as there were now 

I. fea officers to form one ; men of abilities every way compe- 
tent to the fubjeil ; who, by fummoning to their affiftance 
fome Admirals and Captains, might frame, and then recom- 
mend a well-regulated and complete fyftem of infcruftions 

^ and laws to the then Lords Commiflioners for executing the 
office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland ; 
in order to be laid before His Majefty in Council, that officers 
might know how and what to obey. 

. Sir John Jervts complained ot the ftate of thofe King^s sir Johii 
fhips, frigates, floop^, and cutters fent againft fmuggling Jeririi. 
veilels^ and faid, fome regulations yfert adiually necefl&ry in 
that fervice. At prefent he believed the officers of moft of 
HisMajefty's (hips and veflels employed againft the fmugglers, 
were in a ftate of war with all the officers of the revenue and 
of the cuftoms. While this bad underftanding prevailed, it 
was impoffible to expeft any efFedlual check could be given 
to fmuggling. He ftated the difficulties that arofe from it, 
whic^ added to the difficulties otherwife incidental to the 
fervice, rendered the whole application of military and mari- 
time force inadequate to the purpofe for which it was deftined. 
• Sir John faid, he hoped that fome immediate regulations 
would be eftablifhed, and among others, that His Majefty's 
naval officers employed againft fmugglers, would be allowed 
a larger ftiare of the feizures.in future, fo that the improve- 
ment of their reward might operate as an inducement to them 
to be iDpre alert and zealous in th^ fervice. 

Lord 
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LonTMul* IjorSiMulgrave faid, he could not help differing fotnewhat 
•«»»«• from the honourable gentleman in the red ribband. The fjrf-.. 
tern of employing His Majeftv's ihips and veflels againft 
fiiwggling was a fallacious fyflem. He knew the popular 
idea was, that by employing His Majefty's frigates, flop^s^ 
and cutters on this fervice during a peace, a nurfery was pro- 
vided for our feamen, and the revenue cpnfiderably afl^ed.^ 
- It was alfo imagined that the fervice was carried on at no ex- 
pence ; for that the feizures paid, and more than paid, ail the 
.coft of it. Nothing, hisLordfliip declared, could be more 
-delufive and untrue than the whole of this opinion. The 
fa6l: was, and experience during the continuance of the ,kft 
peace proved it, that not one year in ten did the feizures 
produce one half of the amount of the expenqe; and as to 
the fervice being a nurfery for our feamen a'nd officers, it 
ruined both. The honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, he 
doubted not, would, like himfelf, much rather receive aii 
officer from any fervice than the fmuggling fervice. He 
fcarcely ever knew one who had been employed upon it, that 
was worth having upon any pther. His Lordfhip faid, he 
trufted that the means in contemplation to check fmuggling 
would, when brought forward, prove to be extremely aiffe- 
rent, and, like all his right honourable friend's meafures^ 
would turn out to bemanly^ vigorous, and eficdlive. 
SirTlios. Sir Thomas Frankland faid, he had before forgot to ftate 
JrrankUnd. another circumftance, which called for reformation, and that 
was, the incompetent manning of the guard-fliips. One 
fliip was ftated upon the books to have lOOO men for her 
complement, whereas in fait ihe had not 450 on board. 

The tefolution pafled ; and afterwards the cuftomary fe- 
cond refolution for the men's pay of 4I. per man per month. 
The American Trade bill was committed, and the Solicitor 
'General took the chair. 
Vr. Pemp- Mr. Dcwpjler defired to know whether the bill differed ma- 
**•'• - terially from the former bills on the fame fubjeft ; and ex- 
prefled an apprehenflon that repeated delays of a proper fyf- 
tem of trade might be attended with great and permanent in- 
conveniences to commerce. He alfo intimated an opinion of 
the expediency of giving accefs to the Americans, in fmall 
veflels of a limited fize, to the Weft Indies. 
yr^ Chan- Mr. Chancellor P///.faid, he was glad to be called upon to 
ccUorPitt. ft^jg the nature of the prefent bill, which would purfue ver^ 
batim the former bills on the fame fubje£t, and to which it: 
was propofed to give the duration of a month only. 1 .As to 
the fyftem of trade to be adopted, he hoped foon to bring 

that 
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that confideration before the Houfe, and fhould bfc verjr glad 
if proper pieafures cduld be decided before the expiration of 
the adl now pfopofed. As, however, that aft was neceflary 
for the regulation of very diftant places, gentiemeh would 
fee the propriety of renewing it, whilft the forther confide- 
ration was going forward^ 

Mr. Eden oblerved, that the proceeding of the day, aiid Mr. Edaaj 
the exprefSons of the right honourable gentleman refpedking 
it, called for fome farther explanation. Surely, when the 
prefent bill was propofed on the fecond day of the feffioni 
the right honourable gentleman had fignified to the Houfe 
his intention to lay before the Houfe immediately the Report 
of the Committee of the Privy Council, who were faid (and 
he believed*with juftice) to have beftowed a very laudable and 
efficient attention on the feveral great queftionfe involved in 
the North-Anierican trade, arid in the degree of intercourfe 
to be opened to the Weft Indies. - Mr. Eden hoped, that 
from the fiience now obferved on that fubjefl;, he was not to 
infer that the proffered information was to be kept from the 
Houfe, and yet that the Houfe was to. be called upon for an 
opinion refpedting the great points to which that information 
related. 

Mr. Dundas faid, he earneftly hoped that the right ho- fAti Driii* 
nourable gentleman would not perfift in preffing his right ho- <**»• 
nourable friend for the Report of the Privy Council: that \ 

Report had only been compleated that day, and contained 
many matters of opinion, and other particulars, improper to 
be made public?. Undoubtedly the Houfe ought to have fuf-*- 
ficient and fatisfadlory information ; but in. giving it, due re* 
gard muft be had to caution and found difcretion. ' 

Mr. Chanc](ellor Pitt faid, it was certainly true that he had Mr. dhan^ 
intimated an intention to accompany the prefent bill with a '*"**' ^"^ 
cojpy of the proceedings upon Uie fubjed before the Com- 
mittee, of Council: he had not yet had time to perufe the 
final ftatemen^ of the Report ; if it was blended with any 
particulars improper to be made public, his promife could not 
beconftrv^ed to imply a difclofure; but he ihould think it 
certainly right to give all fatisfaflory information to the 
Houfe. 

}/lr. Eden replied, that he never meant to confider the Mr. Sden^ 
Chancellor of the Exchequer as having committed and 
pledged himfelf to give information on the fubjefk in any 
peculiar form, or to any certain extent : perhaps the Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council might have obviated all diffi- 
culty, by coUedling the mere materials of information, and 

Vol. XV. Jt their 
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• tbeir ftatement of evidence, in one Report, and by refeirving- 
their own opinions and advice for a feparate Report. But 
certainly the Houfe would not be required either to fee with 
the eyes, or to hear with the ears, or to judge through the 
intelleds, of the Committee. It was a great and important 
queftion : the Minifters properly felt it their duty to propofe 
a meafure upon that queftion, and they would furely feel it 
a point both of duty and of candour to give the informatioa 
' by which they were led to form a judgement ; and it was a 

matter, of inaifierence to him, and he^ fuppofed to others, 
whether they gave an extradl or a detail, provided that the 
extradl was lumciently faithful and full. He admitted, how- 
ever, that it would be right, as he forefaw that the invefti- 
gation wogld requite time, to extend the prefent bill to the 
firft of Auguft. 
Ut* Chan- Mr. Chancellor J^ttt faid, that he thanked the right ho* 
ccUor Pitt, nourable gentleman for his candid conftrudlion, and certainly 
meant to give all fatisfaf^ory information. He added, that 
' he had no objeftion to ext/enaing the bill to the day projjofed. 
The blank was filled up accordingly with the " nrft of Au- 
" guft, 1784,** and the Solicitor General quitted the chafr. 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Fox prefented a petition from certain eleftors of the 
city of Weftminfter, complaining that no return was made, 
and that they were liable to be taxed, though unreprefented 
in Parliament ;. the petitioners therefore prayed the Houfe to 
take the fadts alledged into their immediate confideration. 
Mr. Fox moved,^ as loon as it was read, " That the petition 
" do lie oh the table." ^. 

Mr. Dun- Mr. Dundas urged the impropriety of any fuch motidn, , 
^M. as it would put the Houfe into this abfurd predicament : —^ 

when they had heard and decided upon Mr. Fox's petition, 
the hearing of which was in prbgrefs, they would haye the 
fame cauie to try over again, as the jpetition juft read was for 
the moft part precifely the fame with that of Mr. Fox ; Mr. 
Dundas therefore moved, by way of amendment, to leave 
out the words " do lie on the table,'* and infert, " be taken 
* «* into confideration with that of the right honourable 

^** Charles-James Fox.'* 
Mf , RoUe. Mr. Rolle rofe to fecond this amendment, declaring that the 
bufinefs of that Houfe ought not to be retarded ; that how- 
ever Mr. Fox and the Weftminfter electors might wifli to 
lead the Houfe, and take up their time, he had an eftate and 
property which he was deiirous of looking after, and having 
no views to hereafter, and no objedl within thofe walls but 
ferving his country, he wiflied to gaon with the public bju- 

ftnefs 
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' finefs without delay. The right honourable gentleman might 
^ink he could ftill lead that Houfe ; but he truiled he would 
£nd himfelf miflaken i and if he thought he could lead the 
j^eople, let him only go into the country and hear their fen- 
tiioentsy and he would be convinced of his error. 

Mr. Fox replied, and faid, Mr. Rolle might boaft as much Mr, Fwl 
as he pleafed of his eftate and his property, but he truiled the 
caufe of the eleftors of Weftminfter was of more confe- 

-quence tlvui the private intereft and private concerns of any. 
iudividuaL It was a caufe by which the very vitals of liberty' 
would be afiefled. It was not the caufe of this or that man^ 
but the caufe of the country. It referred to no lefs a queftion 
than the relation that reprefentation had to taxation. Let 
the Houfe remember that queftion had already fhaken this 
empire to its foundation, and let them beware how they 
flirred it again rafhly and ill*advifediy. The ele£lors of 
Weftmijcifter were undoubtedly not reprefented ; they had a 
right^lien to camplain, and efpecially when they were about 
to"^ taxed, and to have their money taken out of their poc- 
kets. He trufted they had yet friends enow in that Houfe 
to fiand up in their defence ; and however the honourable 
gentleman might defpife the ele£lors of Weftminfter, that 
the Houfe would not defpife a body who paid fo large a fliare 

^ of the pdblic taxes. Mr. Fox faid, the Houfe might difpofe 
of^tiie petition as they pleafed, he had done his duty in pre* 
iisating it,« and woula not divide the Houfe upon it, 

'A good deal of debate enfued, till Mr. fVdbore Ellis re- Mr. Wei- 
Ipommended, as tha petitioners might wifli to be heard by bore Wiii. 
counfel, that the farther hearing of Mr.TFox's petition might 
be adjourned till next day, to give the petitioners time; to pre- 
pare themfelves, that the hearing of the two petitions might 
^ on pari pajfu* 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt accepted the propofal ; but pointed out Mr. Chan 
the indulgence ftiewn by the Houfe on the occafion, by thus cdlor FUt. 
•fufiering Mr. Fox to be heard twice as an accufer againft the 

-High Bailiff. 

.^t length if: was moved and carried, *' That the petition of 
** theeleflors of Weftminfter be heard with Mr. Fox's peti- 
^* tion." It was then moved arid carried, *' That the farther 

- #* bearipg of Mr. Fox's petition be adjourned to Wednefday.'* 

June I. 

Mr. Morton, from the Eaft-India Houfe, prefented a pa- 
per, entitled, " Report of the Court of Dir^iftors of the 
• la «' Eaft- 
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^ Eafl-Indta Coinpanv, containing fach farther infbrmatioa 
** as has been received fince making up their Report, prefent** 
** ed to the Houfeon the i6th of February laff 
f. Ch.li' Mr. Chancellor Pitt obferved to the Houfe, that the Re* 
ilorFitt, port prefenied in the laft feffion had, in his opinion, been 
properly referred to the confideration pf a Seleft Committee, 
but that the period put to the feffion had prevented any Re-* 
port being made to the Houfe. It would now therefore, ho 
prefumed, be the fenfe of the Houfe, that both Reports 
fhoul J be referred to a Sele<5l Committee, and he made k mov 
tion accordingly. 
tUn, Mr. Eden mid, that he feconded the motion, but muft be 
permitted, from the circumftances in which he found himfe^f 
upon the fuhjedl, to make a few remarks* refpe^ting it : he 
was glad, therefore, that the Houfe was not ill attended, 
though much thinner than it h^d hitherto been, probably be- 
caofe the bufinefs of the day was underftood to rcjate only 
to the commerce and pofleffions of the Eaft Indies, and not 
to the Weftminftereleftion. He would begin by acknow-! 
ledging the right honourable gentleman's candour in having 
made to him a previous communication of the prefent queU 
tion^ and having exprefled a wifh to fee his name in the new 
Conmrittec, He would own, that on the firft intimation ha 
had meant to decline that honour, and would ftate his reafon. 
The inquiry had been purfued to a confiderable lengthily the 
late Committee, who had collefted ample materials for the 
-' information of Parliament, but had poftponed their Report 
folely from a fenfe of delicacy towards the Diredtors, whom 
it was wi/hcd to examine upon feveral feeming contradidlions 
between their ftatements and the accounts of their own ac- 
countants. In this ftage of the bufinefs, though by the fate 
of political war the Committee had loft the refpedable affif- 
tance of Sir Grey Cooper, Sir G. Elliot, and Sir A. Fergu- 
fon, whofe abfence from the prefent feffion he fincerely re- 
gretted, it appeared to him fomewhat hard to be called upori 
to refume the invefligation de novoy and under fymptoms, ii^ 
the opinions of many, though certainly not in his opinion, 
that more was meant by the new additions to the Committee 
than a mere completion of a prefcribed number, or a rein* 
forccment of impartial abilities. Notwithftanding this, and 
upon due confideration, he inclined to think that his firft im- 
preffioM of theTubjecSl was wrong, and chat inftead of feeling 
chagrined at the propofal of new names, he ought to be 
pleafed with it. He would not introduce the remark with the 
pf 4inary affedation gf feldom reading newfpapers, but woul4 
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fairly- fay, that he had repeatedly feen himfelf accufejtl io^lie 
public prints, of an eagernefs to depreciate the credit of the ' 
Eait- India Company. Being cQnfcious that, through life, 
he had negleded no opportunity of promoting the juft id- 
terefis of trade and commerce, he was not touched by a ca** 
iumny of this kind, which, like the various calumnies of ^ 
the times, would in due feafon recoil on thofe who ufed it* 
Such a calumny, inftead of creating in him the hoftile dif* 
poiition which was falfely attributed to him, tended only to 
give him a jealoufy of himfelf, which he had not before 
felt, and to add to the caution 'which he had always thought 
right in the prcfent inquiry. With thefe fentiments be 
was become defirous to fee the Committee fupplied with 
gentlemen particularly attached to the prefcnt Minifters^ 
and j(if there were any fuch) of a defcription fanguincly dif- 
pofed to exalt the refources and credit of the Company-— 
He even hoped that his learned friend (Mr. Dundas) who 
fat next to the right honourable gentleman, would lend hit 
prefence to the Committee ; , he would intreat him to take 
the chair, which he himfelf had hitherto unworthily filled : 
be would iotreac him farther, upon due examination, to 

. take the charge of. penning the Report, and would gladly 
bear his humble teftimony to the learned gentleman's impar«> 
tiality and fairnefs in condufting the inquiry. Mr. tdea 
jiext dated, that he conceived it to be unneccffary to give 
the Houfe the trouble of balloting, on which nearly a day 

^ would be walled to no purpofe, as there was no wifh 
among thofe with whom he afted, to offer any lift differing 
from that which might be acceptable to the other fide of 
the Houfe. He defired, in concluding, to ftate a circum- 
flance of much importance, which he thought was mis*.ftated 
in the petition of the Company — That petition afTerted, 

. that the acceptance of a great number of bills was poftponed, 
** becaufe the bills were drawn contrary to law;'* the fa£t 
was not true; a great proportion of thofe individual bills 
had been drawn purfuant to an authority obtained by the 
Direftors from the Treafury, in Auguft, 1781, under the 
powers of the a^^of Parliament, to the amount of 500,0001. 
and tranfmitted by the diredbrs to Calcutta. He thought 
it fair to give early notice of this circumftance, that thofe 
might be apprifed of it, whofe duty it was to aft upon it; 
in his own private opinion, it made little difference, as he 
thought, that the credit of the Company elTentially required 
^9)9 adequate provifiox) bein^ made for all the unaccepted 

biUs| 
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bills; and the porfponement ought never to be attempted, 
without the full confcnt of the bill holders. 

Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that he would willingly 

xtllw Pitt, adopt the mode of nomination propofed, as it tended to 
fave time, which certainly was a confideration of. much 
impbrtance to Parliament and the Public; and that he 
would propofe four gentlemen, in the room of the three , 
, worthy Baronets, and of Mr. R. Smith who had declined 
fcrving. He hoped, that fuch friends as he fhould naine, 
were, in oue fenfe, difpofed to exalt the Company ; not, 
however, by partial reprefentations, but by promoting itt 
commercial advantages and good government. 

Mr. Baring. Mn^^r/^g^fuggefted, that in the mean time it n^ightbe 
right to take fqme ftep towards giving a dividend to the, 
proprietors, as the day was to come in little more than 
' four weeks. 

Mr.Edea. . Mr. Eden fubmitted that this would be improper and^ 
premature whilft an (enquiry was depending, the refult of 
which mighf, in a fortnight, be laid before the Houfe. 

To this Mr. Chancellor Pitt aflented ; and then mbved 
all the names feparately, after the Speaker had {hewn a 
precedent for that mode of proceeding *. 

June 2. 

The Houfc having refolvcd itf^lf into a Committee of 
the whole Houfe (Mr. Gilbert in the ch^ir) the Com-' 
mittee proceeded to take into their confider^tion the feve* 
ral Reports made by the Committee of the laft Houfe of 
Commons, on the fubjeft of thfe illicit practices carried on 
to the detriment of the revenue, 

* The names of the Committee were. 



Right hon. William. Ede:^ 
George Dempfter, Ef<j, 
Henry Beaufoy, Ef^j.' 
Henry Strachcy, Efq. 
William Huffey, Efq. 
jlenry Banks, Efq. 
Eight hon. Lord Beau? 
champ. 



Sir George Sl^uckburgh 
Philip Yorke, Efq. 
Henry Thornton, Efq. 
Brook Watfon, Efq. 
Right hon. H. Dundas * 
Charles Brett, Efq.* 
John Call, Efq. * 
John Anitruther, Efq. * 



Thfifc marked thua * were the new membcrsi 

Mr* 
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, Mn Chancellor Pitt obferved, that after thfe great pajns Mr. Chan. . 
that bad been taken by the Committee to inveftigate the ««*^°' *'*^** 
difierent modes in which fmuggling was carried on, as 
well as the extent of the lofs the revenue fufFered in con- 
fequence ; and after the very able, explicit, and intelligent ' 
Reports the Committee had made to the Houfe, proving in 
the cleareft manner, that fmuggling already prevailed ta 
fo confiderable a degree, as to injure the public revenue to " 

. a very alarming extent, and to threaten its total ruin, if 
fome meafures were not almoft immediately taken to check >' 

its progrefs : the Houfe would naturally fee, that it was 
his duty, as early as poflible, to propofe fome means for 
this purpofe — The Committee, the Houfe muft have ob« / 

' fcrved, had very wifely made their inveftigation as broad 
as their time and opportunities for enquiry would admit; 
and they had, with great good fenfe, fubmitted to the con- 
fideration of Parliament, a variety of opinions, founded 
upon authentic information, and upon fuch fuggeilions as 
appeared to them to be the mod pradlicablejor the bet^ter 
prevention of this evil for the future. . What had im- 
prefled his mind, therefore, as the firft ftep t6 be taken 
on this occafion, was, to fele£): out of this mafs of opinions^ 
fome few, that were hot fo much calculated for applica« 
tioit to particular and minute branches of fmuggling, as 
for the general prevention of that praftice. Many regula* 

f tions,, referring fpecifically to the different fpecies of fmug-^ ^ 
gling would undoubtedly be neceiTary ; but circumftanced - 
as the country was atprefent, he thought it more prudent ' 

and more likely to anfwer the end, for Government to come 
forward immediately with fome vigorous meafures, and 
fuch as were likely to prove efficacious, and to leave the ' 
lefler phannels of fmuggling to be Hopped and dammed 
up at a future opportunity ; under thefe confiderations he 
fliould move a refolution, ** That it was the opinion of the^ 

^^ Committee, that leave be given to bring in a geperal 
<< bill for the better prevention of fmuggling.*' This bill 
kc meant to direft to a few of the grand caufes of the pre- 
valence and the extent of the pradiice, aiming it at fuch 
as prefented themfeives as obje6is that called for immediate 
IMTOvifion and immediate remedy. The principal regula- 
tions which his bill was defigned to contain, would there- 
fore go to thefe feveral points: Firft, to an extenfion of 
the hovering laws, fo as to' give theni operation with re- 
fj^^Gt to veffels met at a limited diftance from the coafts 

I. in . 
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ixr the four feas — Secondly, as it was well known, that 
Tcffels of a certain dimenfion and burthen, were built 
for the folc purpofe of being employed iii carrying on 
fmuggling praftices, to prevent the building' of any fuch 
Tcffels for the future, without a fpecial licence from the 
Admiralty — Thirdly, to enad, that when veflcls were 
once lawfully feized, fuch veflels fhould on no account he 
returned again to the fmugglers, (ince, in confequence of 
this rul^ hot having been ftriftly obferved, the pra£Hce of 
fmuggling was kept alive and cheriflred, and, as it were, per- 

Ectuated — Fourthly, not to fuffer any veffets to go armed 
eyond a certain extent without a licence from the Admi- 
•lalty — Fifthly, to provide fome regulations for the better 
ordering of the clearances of veflels of every defcription, 
many ill confequences having been found to have arifen 
from their beipg fuffered to fail in ballaft, 8cc, without 
any clearance — And Sixthly, to enlarge the powers of 
feizure, by authorifing officers of the revenue to feize 
every veflel having on board contraband commodities in 
packages of a fmaller proportion than allowed by law; 
this, he faid, would, he conceived, have a coniiderable 
cffeft upon thofe grand ftaples, as illegal commodities, tea; 
and fp^rits. Thefe altogether, added to many other fubor« 
dinate regulations which gentlemen would find in the bill, . 
and which would be niore fit fubjefts of difcuflion in a 
fubfequent ftage of the bufinefs, when the bill ihould be j 
properly before the Houfe, would, he trufted, go a cohfi* 
derable way towards checking and preventing an evil but ' 
too notorioufly prevalent* Mr. Chancellor Pitt concluded 
with moving, ** To declare it to be the opinion of the Com- 
*« mittee, that leave be given to bring in a bill for th« 
«* more effedual prevention of fmuggUng/' The refolu* 
tion was agreed to, and ordered to bfe reported tcf the 
Houfethia day. 

Mr. FoK prefented a petition from certain ele£iora of 
Weftminfter, defiring to be heard by their counfel in fug- 
port of the allegations of their petition, delivered on Moiw 
day laft. The petition was read, and, upon motion, the 
prayer of it ordered to be complied with. 

Lord Mahon prefented a petition from Thomas Corbett; 
Efq. the High Bailiff, praying to be permitted to be heani 
by his counfel againfl the faid petition of the eleftorsj 
the prayer of the petition was granted. 

The 
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The noWc Lord then prefented a petition, praying th^it ^ 
the High Bailiff might be directed to go on with the fcru- 
tiny — He moved that this petition be heard with the * 
•others. . ' 

- After this, the order of thp day was read for hearing 
of counfel on the petition of Mr. Fox, and counfel were ' 
(:alled to the bar/j they fpoke^ and afterwards examined 
vitneffes. 

»! * . ' 

■» Mr. SawbriJgej who had given notice that he fliould on Mr. Stw« 
It this day move the Houfe, on the fubjeck of a reform in the **"**8«- 
s reprefentatipn of the people, faid, that he underftood it 
1 was their wifh, that he Ihould put it off for a few days, in 
I order to finifh the important bufinefs before them ; in de- 
I fcrcnce to the general wifli of the Houfe, he would readily 
poftpone his motion : he offered the undertaking to Mr*. 
Chancellor Pitt ; not, he faid, from compliment, for any 
infidious purpofe, but from a conviftion, that it would* be 
in better hands, and that in fdch hands it would have the 
bcft chance of fuccefs. 

Lord North (aid, that he willingly confcnted to poftpone- La. Nottlu 
ing the worthy magiftrate^s motion ; not that he wifhed 
the motion to be brought on upon Monday next, ^or he 
would neither deny his real objeftions to the motion, nor 
affeft a zeal for it which he did not entertain ; he would 
be very glad to fee it poftponed ad Calencks Gracas. If • 
that, however, could not be done, he hoped it would be 
deferred till Tuefday, as it was a general wifh previoufly to 
finifh the difcuiSon of the Weftminfter eleftion. 

Mr. Ghancelter Pitt faid, with a fmile, that he was Mr. Chtui ' 
happy to fupport a propofition of the nG4>le Lord, and ^*^**>^***^''» 
preffed for Tuefday in preference to Monday, for fear 
they fhould not be able to finifh the bufinefs pf the Weft- 
minfter cle£lion that evening, though he hoped they fhould. 
He could not however agree with the noble Lord in wifh- 
ing the^ piotion poftponed ad CaUndas Gnecas, Let it be 
brought on whenever it might, he certainly muft wifh it 
fuccefs, which he did moft fincerely^ With regard to the 
offer of putting the bufinefs into his hands, which the 
honourable gentleman had made in fo handfome a manner, 
and in a manaer fo very flattering to him, he returned him 
his thanks, and gave him full credit (or his fincerity, in 
Vol. XV. 'K refpea 
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rcfpcft to th^ having brought the fubjcft forward thus 
'early, from an idea that the circumftance would condttce 
to its fuccefs ; but he muft beg leave to fufpend accepting 
the offer, having great doubts whether this was the mo- 
ment mod proper for bringing the fubjcdl before Parlia- 
ment with any hope of fuccefs, and dill greater doubtSi 
whether the precife motion, the honourable gentleman de- 
clared he meant to propofe, was that moft likely to fervc 
the caufe, to which he looked with fincerity and zealj in 
common with the hon9urable gentleman. 

Mr».£dea« Mr. Eden took notice of the new coalition between the 
lioble Lord and the right honourable gentleman, who were 
at length feen clofe to each other upon the fame bench^ and 
, fupporting jointly the fame point. [Lord North fat by acci- 
dent on the Treafury Beniph] It was, however, a coalition 
tp which he could not accede ^ he did not think the choice 
of the two days very material, but wifhing carneftly for the 
failure of the worthy magiftrate's motion, and wiining alfo 
to have that failure take place in a full Houfe, he could not 
help expreffing a fear that the attendance of gentlemen 
would ^e thinner after the decifion of the Wellminfter 
eleftion. His own attendance was always the fame % but 
he feared that this would be the cafe, 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt earneftly deprecated fuch a fufpicibn 

wllorPitt. of Parliament 5 it feemedto imply that gentlemen attended 
from a party view, which was not the cafe on his fide of the 
Houfe : and he hoped, exclufive of party fpirit, there was 
public fpirit' enough in the Houfe to prompt them to do 
their duty, and that gentlemen would equally attend on the 
great and important national queftions to be afterwards 
Drought forwards in Parliament. 

lA. North. Lord North replied, it was impoffible that there could be 
any party view blended in the Weftminfter bufinefs ; it in- 
volved queftions of the high^ft effential importance to the 
nation, and he did not know that the retaining an ihdivi* 
dual in his feat, or depriving him of it, could anfwer any 
poffible patty view. 

Mr. Burke rofe to fay a few words ; upon which, 

Ld.Mahon. Lord Mahon called to order, and defired to know — ^what 
queftion was before the Houfe ? 

Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke rofe immediately, and ridiculed the noble 
Lord's impartiality, which had induced him to liften pa- 
tiently to four or five fpeeches, without any queftion being 
before the Houie, but would not fuffer him to hear one of 

his. 
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his. The old proverb, he obfervcd, held that " the laft fea- 
ther always broke the horfe's back i" the noble Lord, like a 
(lately camel, in like manner, had borne heavy burdens, 
but could not now bear the weight of his bunch on his 
back. With regard to being out of order, he begged leave 
to remark, that a diicourfe relative to the fcttlement of ano- 
ther day for the confideration of bufinefs that had been ap- 
pointed for the day on which the difcourfe wa^ held, was 
by no means diforderly, but, on the contrary, might fave 
much time, and prevent difcourfe hereafter, that might be 
exceedingly diforderly* Having faid thus much, he would 
fay a word or two on the fubjeft of parliamentary reform, 
a fubjeft which ought undoubtedly either to be fairly met, 
and if a reform be really neceflary and prafticable, that 
reform ought to be made at once, or the queftion fet at reft 
forever. The keeping it as a political play-thing, to be 
taken up, or laid down juit as beft might anfwer the pur«* 
pofes of ambition or convenience, was what could never be 
right, and what ought not by any means to be endured. 
This reform of Parliament was, he faid, a pretty fubje£): 
for men out of office to handle 5 but he obferved, that when 
they got into place, they did not choofe to meddle with it, ; 
or rather they thought it wifer to extol it to the fkies, to 
talk of its expediency, but always to find an excufe in re- 
gard to the time, declaring that the proper opportunity was 
not come. From all this he conjeftured, that the fituation 
of a Minifter was unpropitious to a parliamentary reform, 
and that to ferve the Prerogative was a fitter and more con- 
venient thing, under fuch circumftances, than to ferve the 
People. Hence the attempts, and, he was forry to fay, the 
fuccefsful attempts, to obtain a fervile Parliament, to pour 
upon the Throne an inundation of addreffes, all exalting the 
Prerogative, and by the vileft and moft milerable arts con- 
triving to delude and deceive the People. 

Mr. fVilberforcc called Mr. Burke to order, and faid, he Mr.Wilber. 
was fprry to interrupt the honourable gentleman, but he ^®'^*« 
could not fit ftill and fee fo ill an ufe made of the Houfe's 
indulgence, without taking notice of it. There was no quef<% 
tion before the Houfe \ and the honourabL? g<yitleman mud 
know, if he went on in that manner, replies, and thofe 
equally ftrone, would be made from that fide of the Houfe, 
m which cafe, in all probability, the Speaker would inter- 
pofe, and put a ftop to fo diforderly a debate ; he thought it 
therefore much wifer, that it fhould be ftopped, where it 
was, and before it proceeded into greater diforder. 

K 2 The 
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The Speaker faid a few words ; and Mr. Burh contented 
himfelf with obferving, that for aught the Honfe knew, he 
intended to move a queflion before he fat down. . 
tCr.Hoirey, Mr. Huffey faid, he had never before opened his lips in 
that Houie on the fubjeft of parliamentary reform. He 
profcfled himfelf a fincerc well-wifher to fuch a reform as 
fhould give the People 1^ more complete reprcfentation within 
thofe walls ; but then he was not for precipitating any mo- 
tion upon the fubjeft, merely with a view to embarrafH the 
Minifter, and to throw him into a dilemma. He would not 
only defer it for a week or fo, but for the whole fef- 
fion. At the fame tirte, he wiflied not to have it poftponed 
ad Calendas Gr^cas ; he wanted to know the opinion of the 
People upon it j he had not, as he remembered, heard any 
thing from them refpe£Hng a reform lately. When they 
afked for it, it would be fufficiently early to fet about ; and 
whenever a reform was attempted, he ihould be of opinion 
that it ought to be made in a manner moft agreeable to the 
wifties '^f the People. 
Mr. Stw. ]^i.. Sawhridge faid^ he had no wifli either to embarrafs 
" ^** the Minifter, or to precipitate the fubjed of a parliament 
tary reform, by bringing it forward as early as he propofed* 
His intended motion was not an ultimate meafure ; it was 
merely to inftitute a Committee, that an enquiry into the 
» prefent ftate of parliamentary reprcfentation might be be- 
gun. He did not mean to pufli the matter farther the pre- 
fent feffion \ let it be fet on foot in earneft, and he fhould be 
contented under the expeftation of its being carried into 
cffefk. H^ declared he was fincerely of opinion, that bring- 
ing a motion for the inftitution and appointment of ilich i 
Committee, forward thus early in the fefBon, was feizing 
the opportunity moft likely to prove propitious to the caufe ; 
he ihould, therefore, make his motion on Tuefday. 

The Houfe then proceeded to the farther examination of 
witnefles on the queftion of the Weftminfter eleftion ; . and 
a divifion took place on a motion, «' That the High' BailiflF 
•« fliould be fuffered to bring evidence to the bar, that ther<? 
f* were many bad votes obtruded on the poll.'* 
Ayes — 180 

^ Noes — • Si 

The farther heating was adjourned. , 
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June 7. 

A confiderable time was fpent in receiving and difcuiling 
Irarious eleAion petitions. One from Hereford, againft the 
Earl of Surrey, who was returned for three places, was, upon 
chat account, ordered to be heard next after the double 
returns* 

The Houfe proceeded again to the Wcftminftcr bufincfs. 
After witnefles were examined, the High BaiUff made his 
ctefcnce, and Mr. Fox's counfel replied ; and the Houfe 
having thus concluded the evidence and hearing of counfel, 
adjourned the farther coniideratioh of the fubjeS to the next 
day, 

June 8. 

As (bon as the'order of the day was read for the farther con« 
Jideration of the Weftminfter eledion, 

Mr. fFelbore Ellis rofe : he obferved that the counfel on all Mr. Wel. 
fides having clofed their evidence and their arguments, it re- bortEllif. 
inained now for the Houfe to apply that evidence, and thofe 
arguments, and finally to determine what farther fleps it 
might be necefl&ry to take, in-order to bring the bufinefs of 
the Weilminfter eledion to a concliifion. The queftion be» 
fore the Houfe was a plain queftion of law ; and though gen* 
tiemen might endeavour to perplex it, yet it might be decided 
bv any man who was converfant in the law of Parliaments. 
He then laid down this proportion as an undeniable maxim» 
- that in the exercife of the ancient prerogatives of the Crown, 
derived from or coeval with the common law, the King (when 
he exercifed them with found difcretion) was abfblute ; for if 
in -thofe points he was not abfolute, the very end for which 
thefe prerogatives had been entrufted to him by the conftitu- 
tion, would be defeated, to the great detriment of the People 
at large. Now, of ail the prerogatives of the Crown, the 
hi|^eu and nobleil was that of calling Parliaments ; the ne- 
eemty that Parliaments fhould mieet, was fo obvious, that 
the wife framers of the conftitutioi> had vefted in the King 
the abfolute prerogative of calling them ; and ordering them 
to meet when and where it fhould ^ippear to him moft condu* 
^ive.to the public good. But if his commands relative to 
election, and meeting of Parrumeht, were not abfolute,- then 
might Sherifis and other returning oncers, by difobeying the 
commands of the Sovereign, fruftrate all his defigns for the 
Jbcsiefit <>f the Statei and totally prevent the meeting •f Parlia- 
ments i 
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incnts, however ncceflary they might be to the nation* This 
rule then being laid down, he faid he would applyit to the 
• cafe now under the confideratlon of the Houfe. The King 

having, by the advice of his Council, thought proper to cau 
a Parliament, and having judged it expedient that it fhould 
. meet on the i8th of May, iuued his writs to the di&rent 
Sheriffs, and laid his commands upon them| that they caufe 
members to be chofen to fit in the Houfe oi Commons ; and 
that they ihould return their writs with the hame$ of the 
members, on or before the 18th of May. Now the queftioii 
was, whether thefe commands were peremptory, and abfo- 
lutely binding, or not. In his opinfon, they were per^p- 
tory ; for more mandatory, pofitlve and exprefs, no nsan 
could devife, than thofe which were containeid in the writ; 
and indeed the moft dangerous confequences might enfue, if 
they were not fo ; for if the returning officers ihould once be 
able to eftablifli this point, that they have a difcretion whe- 
ther they will return the members on the day fpecified in the 
writs, or not, then it muft be admitted that the meeting of 
Parliaments would depend, not on the will of the King, whom 
the conftitution had made the fole judge of the time whea 
they ought to meet, but on the whim, the caprice, the cor- 
ruption, or the partiality of returning officers ; and then per- 
haps fomething worfe might happen than the not haying any 
Parliaments at all ; for then there might be packed Parlia- 
ments, which being the mere creatures of minifterial inflow 
ence, might vote away the liberties and property of the peo- 
ple. He held himfelf therefore juftifiable, in mfifting that 
the returning officers were bound at common law, as well as 
by ftatute, to return the names of the members with thejc 
writs ; and he was fortified in his opinion by the filencf^ 
of the journals, which filence was pregnant with convic- 
tion, that our forefathers thought the order in the King^s 
writ peremptory, mandatory, and abfolute, to return the 
members on the day fpecified in the writs ; for in all the 
Journals there was not one fingle inftance to be found, in 
which a returning officer had ventured to return members^ 
after a general cleftion, on any day after the writ was made 
returnable. The High Bailiff's conduft then was, in his 
opinion, contrary to the ancient and known law of the landi 
He heard one argument -or plea urged as a juftifici^tion of 
this condud, and this was the oath of the High Bailiff, by 
which he was bound to make a return of fuch candidates as 
(hould in his judgement appear to have a majority of legal 

votes; 
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votes : it was by this oath, that the gentlemen on the other 
fide of the houfe had endeavoured, through the courfe of the 
examination, to juftify the difobcdience of the King's or- 
dei:s cdnveyed in* the writ to the Sheriff of Middlefex, and 
by the Sheriff's precept to the Bailiff of Weftminfter, to re- 
turn, on or before the i8th of May, two members to fervc 
that city. But the juflificatioh built on this oath would not, 
he believed, be found fatisfadtory ; for, in the firfl place, 
' thofe who had recourfe to the oath as an exculpation of the 
BailifF, muft prove that there was a difference between the 
oath taken by a Sheriff and that which was taken by an 
inferior returning officer ; for otherwife this abfurdity wguld 
arifc, that the King's command to the Sheriff would be pe- 
remptory, for the reafo'ns he had already given, while, in 
contradiAion to thofe rcafons, they would leave a difcre*» 
tionary power to the Bailiff (who by the bye derived his 
whole authority from the iihcriff's precept) to return the 
membenf, whenever he fhould think proper; fo that the in- 
ferior officer would be left at liberty to aft according to his 

* own judgement, or as his caprice fhould lead him, while his 

* fuperior would be under the neccffity of paying implicit obe- 
dience to the King's commands. This was the tafk which 
thofe gentlemen muft undertake,- who fhould attempt to juf- 
tify, by the oath, the Bailiff's difobedience to the common 

^ law, which enjoined obedience to the orders of the Sove- 
reign, contained in his writs. When he infifted that the 
oath was not a juftification of the Bailiff's conduft in not 
making a return of members on or before the 18th of May 
lafl, he did .not mean to decraft, in the fmalleft degree, 
from the facred obligation of an oath ; he contended only, 
that the inferior returning officers fkould make up their minds 
in the fame time which was allowed to their principals ; and 
as Sheriffs were bound to form their judgement, fo as to 
lAake the return of members on or before the day appointed 
for the meeting of a new Parliament, fo he would have Bai* 
liffs and other inferior returning officers bound in the fame 
manner, and not left at liberty to fport with the Public, by 
withholding their returns under the fpccious plea of not 
having fufficiently fatisfied their confciences with refpeft to 
'the legality of the votes appearing on their fevcral polls. 
He begged the Houfe would recolleft, that returning officers 
were not the only perfons who took oaths, to pronounce a 
judgement according to their confcience : ^11 Judges took 
fttch oaths; but did it follow, that bccaufe they were bound 

by 
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by oath to decide according to the diAates of conlcieqc(| ' 
that they were to take what time they pleafed to fatisfy tkeir 
confcience ? Certainly not : a reafonable time was certaiidr 
necelTary ; Wt in fome cafes, and thofe too of the utmoft 
tpagnitude, as affeding the very lives of men^ 4;he law did 
.not leave the Judges at liberty to take what time the^ pleafed 
for fatisfying their confciences. In the cafe of Juries, gen- 
tlemen knew very w6\i that whenever they left the Court to 
deliberate on a verdiA in cafe of life and death, the law, ia 
order to^take from them the difcretion of employing as mudi 
time as- they pleafed in forming their judgement, mat them 
up in a room, without viftuals or fire, until they were agreed 
in their verdifl ; fo that the law allowed no longer time tio 
Juries for making up their minds, in all cafes of life and 
death, than a man might live without food or fuel. Up 
trufted the Houfe would agree with him, that a returning 
officer would do much lefs mifchief in returning a candidate 
not duly elcfted, than a Jury could do by capitally convift- 
ing a prifoner not legally found guilty : in the latter cafe the 
judgement would be final, and without appeal ; whereas io 
the former, the error might be fet right by a Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons ; and yet the Bailiff called for tea 
times a longer term for making up his mind refpe£jting a re* 
turn, than the law^llowed a Jury for acquitting or cppdemo- 
ingtor death their fellow creatures. Now, with refpeft to 
th^ claim put in by the Bailiff for time to fatisfy his conCci^ 
ence, it appeared to him to be very ill founded ; bccaufc, ijn 
the whole courfe of a long parliamentary life, he had beea 
ever taught to think, that the poll was evidence- to and 
' againft a returning officer, and that confequently the num- 
bers on the poll ought to be his guide in making the return : 
to overturn this long-eftablifhed rule, might be attended with 
the moft ferious and alarming confequences, which it was un- 
neceffary for hii3|Fi to point out, as the imagination of gentlc- 
ipen would readily fuggeft them. From the opinion he en- 
tertained relative to the poll's being conclufive evidence to 
and againft the returning officers, h^ could not but call the' 
paper given in by the High Bailiff a return, as it fairly 
ftated the numbers polled for all the qandidates, and wanted' 
only the formality of the indenture to be a complete return; 
It was therefore for thefe reafons that he intended to fubmit 
to the Houfe the following motion : " That, it appearing 
** to this Houfe, that Thomas Cprbett, Efauire, Bailiff df 
** the liberty of the city of Weftminfter, having received 

*' a precept 
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** a precept from the Sheriff of Middlcfcx, for clcfking two 
•*^ citizens to fervein ParliameDt for the faid city, and nave* 
*^ ing taken and finally clofed the poll on the 17th day of 
**■ May laft, being the day next before the day of the' rc- 
'' turn of die faid writ, he be novr directed forthwith to 
^* make return of his precept, and of members chofen in 
•* pnrfuance thereof." Before he fat down he oblcrvcd, 
that as far as the evidence went relative to what the BaililF 
had been told about difqualified perlbns who had voted, ic 
did not in the fmalleft degree juftify the returning officer in 
his mind; becaufe it was fo very loofe, that it did not de« 
ferve attention ; and if fuch loofe evidence of hear.'ays 

' Ihould once be admitted as an excufe for deferring the re- 

. turn, it would be at all times in the power of the unfuccefs- 
ful candidates to preVent the return of their more fucccfsful 
adveriaries, by fuggefting to the returning officer, that great 
iinmbers of difqualified perfbns had been admitted to poll for 
them. He concluded with making his motion. 

Mr. jtnjhrutber feconded the motion. He faid, that after Mr.Anftru- 

thc learned arguments that had been urged by the counfcl at^***^' 
the bar, it would be prefumption in him to tread over the 

fame grounds : he would therefore endeavour to touch brief- 
ly upon the other topics, from which he hoped he fhould be 
able to draw fome arguments that would prove the propriety 
of the motion made by the right honourable gentleman ; 
and firft he would examine how the common law ftood re- 
fpefiing the queflion of returns; and next, whether any, or 
what alteration had been made in it by ftatute. He firft laid 
down this pofition, that where no ftatute interfered, the exi- 
gencies of writs, which were founded on the common law, 
muft be complied with in the manner, and within the time 

' fpecified in the writ : this was a maxim he fuppofed no man 
•in the Houfe, of any profefEon, would or could controvert. 
Now the writs always fpecified the day fixed for the meeting 
of the Parliament, and commanded the returning officers to 
return the writs and the members on or before that day. 
Novi:, if the exigency of the writs mufl be complied with^ 
it would follow of courfe, that the names of the members 
muft be returned according to the exprefs command con- 
tained in the writs; and in corroboration of this common- 
law doSrine, he quoted the 23d of Henry VI. chap. 15, 
which faid, in the mofl plain terms, " The King, confidcr- 

- *^ ing the premifes, hath ordained, by authority aforefaid, 

•^< that every Sheriff, after the delivery of any fuch writ to 

Vol. XV. L */ him 
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*• him made, fhallmake and deliver, 'without fraud, afut 
«* ficient precept, under his feal, to every Mayor, and Bai- 
« lifF, &c. of the cities and boroughs within his county, , 
** reckinc the faid writ ; commanding them by the faid 
«* pr^CK, if it be a city, to chufe by citizens of the faDK 
** .ip^l^^itizens ; and in the fame manner and formr, if it 
*< be a borough, by the burgefles of the fame, to come to 
X *^ Parliament : and that the fame Mayor and Bailiffs fliaD 
** return lawfully the precept to the fame SherifFs,' by in- 
•^ dentures between the fame Sheriffs and them tobemad^ 
•"* of the faid eleftions, and of the names of the faid citi- 
" zens and burgefles by them fo chofen j and thereupon 
<f every Sheriff {hall make a good and rightful returh of 
** every fuch writ, and of every return by the Mayor anl 
«< Bailiff's," &c. Then followed a penalty to be inflided 
on every returning officer refufing to i*etum the perfodi 
^ % elefted. Here, he faid, was plain proof that no difcre- 

tion was left with the returning officer refpe£ling the time 
in which the return was to be made. The words of thtJ 
ftatute were mandatory ; and every kind of return ihort of 
the members,'was an infra£tion of this law. But this poii^ 
would appear infinitely more clear from another part of the 
fame ftatute, which fliewed f learly that the return of the 
members muft be made on or before the day fixed for the 
meeting of a new Parliament. The words were thefe — 
*^ Provided always, that every knight, citizen, and burr 
*^ gefs, to come into any Parliament hereafter to be holden, 
<< in due form chofen, and not returned as afore is faid, 
'^ ihall begin his aftion of debt aforcfaid within three 
*< months after the faid Parliament com/nenced." Here if 
was evident the perfon injured by a non-return could brinff 
his a£lion any time within three months — after what? 
after the period when caufe of aftion accrued ; when thi 
offence or injury on which fuch a£tion was grounded, was 

fiven and completed — and when was that ? aftet the fame 
Parliament commenced ; that is to fay, that the injury was 
» completed on the day of the meeting of the Parliament 
It was clear that the injury muft have been fuftaiiied before 
the meeting; it was equally clear that the injury was a non- 
return ; and it as clearly followed, that if the returning of- 
' ficers wifheS to avoid the penalty of this ftatute, they mufti 
es in duty bound, make a return of the members on or be* 
fore the meeting of the Parliament ; beyond which period 
the law would not allow them any power^ under c9lour of 
% * difcretioni 
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'difcretion, to withhold their returns. This ftatute was 
farther corroborated by the loth and nth of William III. 
which had been fo often quoted at the bar and in the houfe. • 
' Here then was his doftrine founded in common law, and 
confirmed by ftatutcs. It was now ncceffary to inquire 
' wjietherany alteration of the one pr the other had been 
made by fubfequent afts of Parliament. It had been urged, 
that, by a fubfequent ftatute, an oath had been impofed upon 
returning officers, by which they were bound to determine 
according to their judgement. But be would aflc whether 
' the fame oath was not impofed upon Sheriffs ; and whether ^ 
^ any lawyer would venture to fay that it was lefs binding 
' upon them than upon Mayors or Bailiffs ? It was not urged 
by any one that a Sheriff could, without committing a 
breach of his duty and of the law, refufe to return his 
^"wtit on or before the day fpecified in it : the law was the 
fame for the latter as for the former^ and confequently the 
inferior officers were bound to return their precepts in due 
time for the Sheriffs to annex them to their writs ; fo that 
. t^c whole fliould be completely returned before the meet- 
. ing of Parliament. But he would afk gentlemen when 
this oath was introduced ? It was well known, that from 
the reign of Henry VI. down to the year 1698, when the 
: loth and nth of William fll. paffed, and fiom that pe- 
riod, down to the year 1730, this oath was never included 
: in anv ^ of Parliament: in 1730, indeed, it was intra- 
' duced, for the firil time, in a bill brought in for a particu* 
I'larpurpofe, and merely as an additional obligation on re* 
[ turning officers to, a£^ with impartiality. But would any 

[lawyer, or would any man attempt to fay, that Che com- 
mon law of the land, and the moft pofitive ftatutes, were 
r to be fwept away and overturned by a fide wind— by a par- 
f ticular claufe inferted in a private zQ, of Parliament ? — * 
.Sutely no man ^ould venture to fay, that laws as old as the 
'Conftittttion, and founded on the moil efTential principles 
of that Conllitution, could be done away by any thing 
fliort of a plain and pofitive law ^ or that an obfcure claufe 
in an obfcure, becaufe private, a£l of Parliament, could 
poffibly be conftrued to operate a repeal of laws founded , 

on. principles, without which the Conftitution of this coun- 
try might be annihilated. But it was faid, that though the / 
poll could not poffibly be continued after the day fpecified 
ia the writ, yet a fcrutiny might. That the poll could not 
be continued after that day, was fully admitted by the High 

L 2 Bailiff 
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Bailiff himfelf, "^x^ho, as it appeared in evidence, haddofed 
the pollof his own authority, and not becaufe there were 
wanting eleftors to keep it open,, under the idea that he 
could not receive any votes after the day fixed for the return 
cf the precept. The Bailiff having admitted this, it re- 
mained for him (Mr.Anflruther) to prove, the fcrutiny 
could not be carried on any more than the poll after the re- 
turn day ; and here he found no difficulty, for it was uni- 
verfally admitted that a fciutiny was in faft. a continuation 
of the poll ; for a poll ought to be a fcrutiny, and a fcru- 
tiny a poll ; and therefore as they meant one and the fame 
thing, thofe who admitted that a poll could not be conti- . 
nued after the day of the return, mufl alfo admit that the 
fcrutiny could not be carried on after that day^ But not 
to build his argument merely on the admifTion of the prc- 
mifes by the other fide of the Houfe, he would prove it to 
a dembnflration. It was known to be the law of the land, 
that if a court of eleftion fhould be fufFered, by chance, to 
break up without an adjournment, it could never be revived 
under the authority of the fame writ or precept 5 and this 
was the cafe in a fcrutiny ; for if, before a fcrutiny com- 
menced, the court fhould by accident have broke up, with- 
out adjourning to fome other day, there would be an end 
of its power — it could not fit again : and if, after the fcru- 
tiny had commenced, the court fhould feparate, without 
having previoufly adjourned to fbme other day, the fcruti- 
ny mufl neceflarily break off there, as the court cpuld not 
fit again ; and therefore, as from the beginning of the poll 
to the end of the fcrutiny, the power of the court muit be 
kept alive by fucceflive adjournments, and would expire if, 
on breaking up of the court, no queflion of adjournment 
had been put or carried, he was well grounded in faying, 
that poll and fcrutiny were fynonymous terms; and that as 
one of them mufl avowedly be clofed on or before the re- 
turn day fpecified in the writ, the other of courfe could not 
be carried on after that day. For thefe reafons, he held the 
!BaiiifF's conduft, in granting a fcrutiny, to commence af- 
ter the return dav, to be illegal and unconflitutional 5 and 
that it was the bufinefs of the Houfe to compel him now 
to do that which it was his duty to have done on or before 
the 1 8th of lafl month, namely, to make a return of the 
members ele£bed for Weflminfler : and for thefe rcafbns he . 
intended to give his vote for, and hearty fupport to, the 
motion made by the right honourable gentleman^ 

Lord 
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Lord Mulgrave opppfed the motion. He obferved, that if LoH Mui- 
there was one thing more happily calculated than another ins'avc, 
this government for the good of the Public, it was the inflexi- 
bility of the laws, which refilled the whims, underminings, 
€)r open attacks of thofe who felt them inconvenient. If there 
was any inconvenience, any abfurdity, or any injuftice in the 
election laws, he wifhed fome gentleman would bring in bills 
to amend them ; and he would readily concur in any regula-> 
tion that might be thought prudent, expedient, or necemry : 
but as the laws now flood, the prefent queflion muft be deter* 
mined by them, and not by laws, which might be hereafter 
enaded. — He had no objeftion to a law tha)t fliould prevent 
the protra£lion of a poll, by any candidate, to fach a length, 
that no time fliould be left for an inquiry into the legality of 
the votes ; by which law, fuch a candidate would be prevented 
from getting fuch a majority upon a poll, of difqualified per- 
fpns, as would fecure to him for one, two, or three years, a 
feat in Parliament, which legally belonged to another. The 
proportion then before the Houfe -was in itfelf a complete 
contradifUon toi or refutation of the doArine attempted to be 
eftabliflied by the gentlemen over againft him ; for though 
they had argued for many days paft, as the counfel at the 
bar had, that the High '&d!\V\S vfz% funSius officio^ yet the mo- 
tion now before the Houfe called upon that gentleman to do 
a miniflerial aft, after his authority, according to their opi- 
nion, had adtually expired. The learned gentleman who had 
joft fat down, had mentioned fome z&% of Parliament, to 
prove that returning officers were bound, without any discre- 
tion on their parts, to return the members on or before the 
day fixed for the meeting of Parliament. As to one of thofe 
ftatutes, he did not believe it was ftill to be found in our fla- 
tute books'; and as to the other, the loth and nth of Wil- 
liam III. he would prove from the hiftory of that a6k, that it 
did hot, and never was intended to, make a provifion for the 
cafe now under consideration : for, from the Journals of the 
Hdufe, it appeared that this aft was pafl[ed to check a praftice 
that bad grown too much in vogue among tlie returning offi- 
cers, to keep their writs a long time after the eleftion was 
over ; and that this was frequently done from corrupt mo- 
tives, -or to anfwer party purpofes : It was for this reafon that 
a claufe was infertcd in it, to compel returning officers to re- 
turn their writs within fourteen days after the eleftion : And 
, from an entry in the Journals of the loth of January and 
8th of February, 1698, it appeared that a motion was made, 
f* That it be an inftruftion to the Committee on the bill, 

** afterwards 
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' ** afterwards pafled into a law (the loth and i ith William m.) 
<*4:hat the writs be returned without d/elay ;" and it was remark- 
able that no^ fuch words were now to be found in the aft; 
from which, it might be very fairly inferred, that the inftruc- 
lion was afterwards over-ruled in tne Committee. His L.ord* 
ihip infiAed that the High Bailiff was bound by his oath to 
return the candidates who fhould appear to him to have a m^Sl-'- 
jority of legal votes ; and furely, in order to comply with the 
duty impofed upon him by this oath, he muft make inquiries 
and not make a return merely from the apparent majority; 
more particularly as he had, vfrom good authority, fufficient 
reafon to believe that a great number of difqualined perfons 
had polled during the hurry of the eledlion. In the firft 
place, he knew that 4900 had voted on this occafion, more 
than had ever voted in any former ele£lion in Weftminiler, 
He knew that ^h^ poll had been crammed wjth thousands dur- 
ing the firft ten days of the ele6tion ; and that afterwards it-. 
; was meagerly and flenderly fed with individuals. He knew* 

that men were kept in readinefs to feed the poll one by one, 
as occafion ftiould require, that the books might no^bedofedj^„ 
and that all this was done for the purpofe of protradling the 
elefiion to fuch a time, that no inquiry could take place inta 
the. illegality of the number of fpurious votes that had beea 
givcin. In juftice therefore to the candidates who had the roa* 
jority of legal votes; in juftice to the eleftors, who ought not 
to have forced upon them a member who was not the objedk, 
of their choice, the fcrutiny ought to be carried on. It had 
been urged by one of the counfel, that Weftminfter w6ald 
have caufe to complain, if it ihould remain unreprefented 5^ 
but the eleftors were too wife not to recognize that conftita- 
tional dodlrine, that members, though ele6ked locally, repre- 
fent generally ; and they would have the fatisfadUon to know, 
that if taxes IhouW be laid upon them, they would have them 
to pay in common with all the conftituents of the members 
who mould vote them. They were too wife to take any of- 
fence at a fcrutiny, undertaken for the purpofe of doing thdtn 
, , juftice, by feating in the Houfe thofe candidates, whom a 
majority of legal voters had fupported. They loved conftften- 
cy too well to be offended at not having their members imme- 
diately feated in the Houfe ; for they had of late years feemed* 
to relerve the honour of their reprefentation for great naval 
charafters, as a reward for their gallant achievements, and 
fervices to their country ; but in elefting them under cerlaia 
circumftances, it was evident that they did not expedt them 
to take their feats immediately in Parliament; they had 

ehofen 
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chofen Lord Rodney, when be was in the midft of the glo- i 
rioas career, that had recommended him to their favour ^ and 

,they knew that he could not, without injury to the public 
fervice^ be called home to fit in that Houfe : they were fatis- 
fied with his fervices againft the enemies of their country ; and • 
did not wi(h him to quit that line of duty in his profeflion, for 
another in that Houle. They had alfo ele<fted another noble 
Lord (Hood) for his gallant conduit in the line of his profef- 

. fion ; and they were aware, that when his country fliould 
ftand in need of his abilities as a naval officer, he would bo 
liable to be called away from the fenate, to ferve his country 
in another way. They would not be offended if theJHigh 
Baiiifi^ through regard for his oath, and refpefl for them, 
Aould take time to enquire into the legality of many hundred 
votl;s, which he had been compelled to admit upon the poll, 
by menaces, and threats of adions and profecutions. To y^ 
him the High Bailiff's condu6k appeared manly, firm, and in%^^ 
flexible ; and perfectly confident with law and the conftitii^ 
tion. Whether the Houfe fhould think proper to order him 
to proceed in the fcrutiny, he knew not ; they were the beft 
jadges on that head ; for his part, he could fee no harm in it, 
and much good ; and therefore he intended to give a diredt ne- 
gative to the motion made by the right honourable gentleman. 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland (Mr. Campbell) fupported The Uri 
Lord Mulgrave. ' He built his argument upon the oath taken ^^^^^ ^ 
by the High Bailiff, which had made it his indifpenfable duty 
to grant a fcrutiny, and which would have fubjedied him to a • 
OQnvi£lion for perjury if he had made his return contrary to 
hit oath. He laid if the elcdlion laws of England were like 
thofe of Scotland, the cafe then before the Houfe could never 
have occurred ; for in Scotland no adjournment of the court 

. of ele£lion could take place. The eledlion was begun and 
concluded the fame day, and the poll, even during that time, 
was a fcrutiny. He obferved, that there were t\yo kinds of 
impoffibilities, phyfical and moral ; and he defied the moil in* 

fnious man to difcover a difference between their effedls ; 
r if it was morally impoffible for a man to do a particular 
thing, it was in effedl the fame thing to him if it was phyfi- 
. cally impolBble : now all the circumftances attending the poll 
^ coniidered, when from the numbers who had been admitjted 
in the firft ten days, at leaft five perfons mufl have voted 
every minute ; he aiked if it was not merely impoffible for the 
High Bailiff to fcrutinize the voters as they came to the book ; 
and whether he could pof&blv' make a confcientious return, 
without an after- fcrutiny. One of tbe counfel at tlie bar had 
I faid. 



8o PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784; 

faid, that a fucpefSon of generations might take plaqe bthn 
a fcrutiny fhould be clofed ; to this he would ahfwer, that 9 
fuccefiion of candidates might take place, if polls were toTbe 
protradted, as had been the laft poll for Weftminfter. 
Sir James Sir Jam<s Er/ktne gave the Lord Advocate the highell cie- 
Erikine. jj^ f^^ being the firft lawyer in the part of the country he 
belonged to, but he could not admit that th^ ele&ions relative 
X to Scotch counties (much as he refpedled that country) weie 
applicable to Ehglifli cities. That there the whole proceediog 
muft be heard in the fan^e day, at the fame place, and without 
power of adjournment. That here it was a long proceedingi^ 
day after day. ' That to prove the Lord Advocate was not ac- 
quainted with the mode of eleftion for Weftminfter, It was 
only neceffary to ftate his computation, which proceeded up- 
on the idea of there being but one polling place, whereas tbe^ 
were eleven ; therefore each vote had ten or twenty minutes 
to poll In, even on thofe days when eighteen hundred votern 
polled. — Sir James took notice of Lord Mulgrave's having 
defcribed the reprefentation of the city of Weftminfter, as a 
reward for naval merit. He faid, he made no doubt but Lord 
Mulgrave himfelf might, when he ftiould obtain the com- 
mand of the fleets of his country, and fhould fight with bra* 
very and fuccefs, wifli to be rewarded with the naval honcnri 
of reprefenting the city of Weftminfter. He defired ^im 
therefore to take care how he eftablifhed a precedent by his 
condudl now, that might prove fatal to his ambition, nete* 
after ; that fome perfon, with lefs merit and lefs celebrity 
might be prevailed upon by that Court faflion, which could 
bind the High Bailiff of Weftminfter to their will, to oppdb 
his pretenfions ; and that perfon, though far inferior on'the 
poll, might demand a fcrutiny. That when this candidate 
with few votes, and no pretenfions, fhould be told by his 
Lordfhipthat he had no right to prevent his return, he would 
tell him with truth that the noble Lord himfelf had eftablilh* 
ed the precedent, fo that the High Bailiff* alone was the 
judge of whether he fhould make the return or not. Sir 
James argued upon the adl of King William, andconcludecl 
with obferving, that this determination might lead to tha 
greateft abfurdity. That as there was no fcrutiny in Sept*' 
land, that part of the country might, for a confiderable ttoie^^ 
form the whole Parliament ; and recolledling, in the motnent 
of their power, the abufe they had fuffered in the days of their 
impotence, might be inclined upon a principle inherent in the 
human mind, to pay back all they had fuflfered, and put in 
execution the fpirit of their motto, Nemo me imfune lacejtt. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Powys declared he rofe to alk for information ; he beg- Mr. Powyfci 
|ed to know from gentlemen of the learned profeffion, who 
.at oppofite to him, what the law was, and whether the High 
BailifFofWeftminfter could, or could not, legally commence, 
ind carry on a fcrutiny, after the expiration of the writ iffued 
:o the Sheriffof Middlesex ? He was of the fafne opinion with 
:he noble Lord, and agreed that the inflexibility of the law 
>ught tQ be manifefted, let its eSeds be what it would* The 

Jueftion was, how did the law ftand ? With regard to the 
ifferent afl:s of Parliament, he was convinced that the lOth 
ind I ith of William III. did not apply to the cafe ; but there 
wras another ftatute which did, he meant the 23d of Henry V. 
While that aft remained on the .ftatute books, he conceived ' 
fto argument would hold that went td eftablifti the doftrine 
that the High Bailiff was not bound to comply with the exi- 
gency of the writ, and to make a return of the two members 
who appeared to have the majority of votes at the final clofe 
bf the poll. He faid, he had been fometimes thought to fol- 
low a whimfical line of condufl:, and perhaps the vote that he 
had given for Weftminfter might be deemed a whimfical one> 
^ben he declared, he voted for Lord Hood and Mr. Fox. As 
Lord Hood had fo great a majority, why did not that noble 
Lord petition for his feat, that the city of Weftminfter might 
have fome reprefentative ? He was forry to fee fo refpeftable a 
diarafter condefcend to a£k at the will of others, and to fufFer 
himfelf to be moved, like a mere puppet, by the Minifter. 
He exprefted his entire difapprobatioh of the conduft of the - 
Houfe, ihould they raftily attempt to negative the queftion 
:hen before them ; for they would thereby eftablifti a prece- 
lent,. which neither the ftatute nor the common law ever in-' 
:ended fliould be laid down. — The learned gentlemen on the 
>ther fide of the Houfe faid much about oaths ; it would have 
jceii as well if they had the goodnefs to tell the Houfe, that 
:hc returning officer was by law obliged to take an oath, pre- 
irious'to hijsafting in that capacity, the nature ^Afwhich, in 
bis opinion, was, that he, the returning officer, fiiouid re- 
turn fuch perfons as ftiould appear to have a majority of legal 
rotes tendered to, and accepted by him on the poll. It was a 
pofition clearly evident, that the returning officer was by law, 
and by the tenour of the writ to him direfted, obliged to return 
thole two who had a majority of votes on the poll 5 he ftiould 
therefore wifti that the Houfe would not ra(hly pafs fuch a 
vote this night, (which they moft undoubtedly would, if they 
negatived die prefent motion) as perhaps they ftiould here- 
after wifti to counteract. The people at large moft undoubt- 
VoL.XV. M edly 
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eJly would be roufed at fuch a conduft; for neither ufage nor 
law, ftatute or common, afforded a precedent of ^ch a 
nature. 
Mr. Far- Mr. Hardinge difclaimed all intention of dealing in tcch- 
dinije, nicals, arguing profeffionally, or in any fhape fpeaking. 
like a lawyer; he faid, the cafe, to his imagination^ had no 
myftcryinit; it was plain, fimplc, and perfpicuous', obvi- 
ous to the 'mod common underftanding, and difficult only 
to thofe who chofe to make a puzzle of it. An eledion 
confifted of different parts; of a thing called a poll ; of i 
fcrutiny, where occafioa arofe for a fcrutiny; and of i 
.return to the writ, or ground or fanftion for the whole 
proceeding. Scrutinies had gone on repeatedly pending the 
fitting of Parliament; and he had heard no fewyer yet take 
upon him to afTert, that a fcrutiny was not legal. That be* 

. ing admitted, then it followed of courfe, that the Weft- 
minfler eleftion was incomplete and unfinfhed, becaufe 2 
fcrutiny had been thought necefTary, and there had not 
heen time to go through with it before the time that a re- 

' turn to the writ was direfted to be made to the court from 
whence it iflued. What did the motion afk ? It defired 
the Houfe to forget, that with regard to cleftions, it was 
an appellant jurifdiftion, and to a£l in the firft inftance; 
. and that in 10 abfurd a manner, as to dire£l an appeal to be 
made before there were materials prepared and completed 
to form that appeal upon. The High Bailiff, according to 
the motion, was to make a return upon an eleftion, which 

. election he had himfelf informed the Houfe was incomplete 
and unfinifhed. The arguments advanced and preffed 

. upon the Houfe in fupport of this motion, appeared to him 

- to be as extraordinary and ridiculous as the motion itfelf. 

■ It had been faid, that the High Bailiff could not commence 
and go on with a fcrutiny after the rSth of May, becaufe 
OR that d^ his authority, quoad the eledlion, ceafed, and 

. he was fundus officio ; and the very gentlemen who had made . 
this aflcrtion had contended, that the High Bailiff, who was \ 
fundus officio on the i8th of May, fliould be ordered by the 
. Houfe on the 9th of June, to make a return to the precept 
. iifued to hini by the Sheriff of Middlefex : they wanted, 
, therefore, to have a return figned by a dead man's hand-^ 
. A great deal had been fuggefted about the old queftion of 
• the connexion between taxation and reprefentation, and tre- 
. mendous confequences had been predicted fromi the revival 

■ of a fubjed that, had been faid to have fliaken Qreat Britain 
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to its center — It had been forgotten that this alarming ar- 
gument applied to every double return, for upon double ' 
returns, the boroughs for which fuch returns were made, 
Were liable to be taxed although they were unreprcfcnted. 
But this queftion, applying, as it did, to a variety of other 
podible cafes, had been fulFered to remain quiet and at reft 
till now — ^It was evident it had been referved for the com- 
pa£l cafe of the Weftminfter elcdlion, and now it was 
brought' forward with- all the folemnity and pomp that art 
and ingenuity could cloath it with. With regard to Mr* 
Grenville's bill, which Mr. Hardinge faid no man admired 
or loved more than he did, he could not but fufpe£k a fnake 
in the igrafs, from the loud alarms that had been founded 
of the danger it was in; the noife made upon this fubjetl 
led him to doubt the fincerity of thofe who raifed ir, and 
to fufpeft, that it came from the enemies and not the 
friends of the bill. After arguing, that the bill could re-r 
ccive no injury, becaufe a cafe that did not fall v/ithia its 
.Tcach was not forced unnaturally under Us jurifJ:(9:io"n; he 
^laid, all the magic which he faw about the Uufinefs, lay 
in what had been termed the exigency of the writ ; but 
■that charm was eafily broken — A great deal had been faid 
'-Ujpon this head, but thofe who. had faid it, forgot, that in 
^t'cafes of vacancies, fcrutinies had repeatedly gone on while 
? Parliament was fitting; that being indifputably the fact, 
5 and it being admitted that fcrutinies were legal, (for if they 
v-Werc hot, all he had advanced was to no purpofe) it was 
obvious to common fenfe, that the High Bailiff had not 
tafted contumacioufly, but the only way in which, from the 
drcumftances of the cafe, he could aft confiftently with 
Ks oath and with his confciencc. With regard to what 
ftcp the Houfe ought to take, Mr. Hardinge faid, to that 
\he had not entirely made up his mind — Two modes of 
proceeding ftruck him : either to iflue a new writ, and to 
.confider the whole paft proceeding as a nullity, or to dire£l 
that the fcrutiny (hould be gone on with — The firft of 
thefe he rather thought the moft proper ; but zs the fe- 
Cond was the nioft lenient to the right honourable gentle-. 
tnan, atkl would be attended with the leaft expence and 
troubles he fhould rather be inclined to vote for that. 

Lord North faid, he could not pretend to cope with the Ld. North* 
learned gentleman who fpoke laft, either in learning or 
^Jn abilities, but he would venture to make a few obferva- 
t|oa$ on his arguments. He had faid, all the magic of the 

M 2 bufmefs 
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bufiftefs lay in the exigency of the writ, ahd by way rf 
difenchahting the cafe, and difpelling that magicj had ob- 
ferved, that fcrutinies had repeatedly gone on pending tk 
fitting of Parliament, and had afked where then was the 
' exigency of the writ ? It was eafy to anfwcr this queftion; 
and the anfwer was this : in the cafe of an eledion on i 
. vacancy, there was no exigency to the writ j but i^ cafe of 
a general eleftion there wasj what was the, rule in the one 
cafe^ therefore, did not apply in the other. The learned 
gentleman, his Lordfhip laid farther, had declared there 
wias a thing called a poll, and a thing called a fcrutiny, and 
he argued that the eleftion was unfinifhed -i— It certainly 
was, and for that very reafon the prefent motion ought to 
go, becaufe it ordered the High Bailiff to make a rctuni ' 
and finifh the eleftion. Whofe fault was it that the eleftion 
/ was not finiflied ? The fault of the High Bailiff, aiiid of no 

other perfon. With regard to the two modes of proceed- 
ing recommended to the Houfe by the honourable and 
learned gentleman, it put the Houfe exaftly in the fitua- 
tion of Fair Rofamond in the play, when by order of Queen 
Eleanor, it was faid to her, ** Here is a dagger, and here is 
*' a bowl of poifon, chufe which you pleafe, but one you 
*' muft take." So the learned gentleman offered two pro- 
pofitions to the Houfe, each of them fraught with death. 
In another part of his fpeech, the learned gentleman had 
faid, he fufpedled a fnake in the grafs, when he heard fo 
much of Mr. Grenville's bill, and that he thought the noijs 
came from the enemies of that bill — He knew not who 
. might bd the enemies of that bill, but his Lordfhip decbred 
he was not of that number. He had oppofed tjre bill origi- 
nally; but it was well known, that after the Houfe thought 
proper to adopt it, he had uniformly done every thing 
in his power to carry it into full execution; and ^fter the 
experience that had been made of it, he was not only r^ady 
to acknowledge it to be a wife, juft, and ufeful ftatute, but 
ji ftatute not lefs convenient and ferviceable to a Minifter 
than to individuals. His Lordfhip very largely difcuffed 
the unprecedented nature of the High Bailiff's proceedftigj 
he faid, he had. heard frequently of a due return, an un- 
due return, a fpecial return, and a falfe return ; but he had 
never heard before of an hiftorical return. 
TheMafter The Mafler qf the Rolls compared the cafe to the cafe of 
of the Rolls ^ SherilPs adling under a capias ad fatisfaciendumj and went j 

' into " 
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into the law argument with refpefl to the purpofe of that * 
writ, and the analogy it bore to the writ of eledlion, 

Mr. Martin defired to know, if 2L return was made by the Mr.Mirti 
High BailiiF, and a petition delivered upon the ground of that 
return, whether fuch a petition was likely to be heard be- 
fore a Committee under Mr. Grenville's bill in the courfe of 
the prefent feffion. If he could be aflbred that it was, Mr. 
Martin faid, he would certainly vote for the tnotion, ordering 
the Bailiff to make a return. 

Lord Maitland fald^ he fliould conceive it muft be referred Lord Mai 
to a Committee on a very early day, becaufe it would necef- '*"*• 
farily be governed by the fame pnncipl^s that applied to the 
cafe of Lord Surrey, Mr. Fox having a petition prefented 
againft him for Kirkwall, and therefore, he would fland as a 
member reprefe^iting two places, againft his ele<Slion for 
each of which there was a petition. 

Mr. Harrifon thought the condu£l of the High BailifFMr. Han 
highly reprehenrfible — The Sheriff was direfted perempto- ^°''* 
rily by His Majefty's writ to make a return to that writ on 
the 18th — How was it poffible for the Sheriff to obey, if 
the fubordinate officer refufed or negle6led to make a return 
to the precept direfted to him to chufe two burgeiles for 
Weftminfter ? The High Bailiff was fworn to make a return; 
why then did he not comply with his' oath ? Nothing could 
be clearer, in Mr. Harrifon's opinion, than that the Houfe 
had no option; they could only order the Bailiff to do what 
he ought to have done before, viz. return the two candidates 
who at the final clofe of the poll appeared to have the majo- 
rity of votes. 

mr.iJUacnamara grounded his argument upon the words Mr. Mac 
of the oath taken by the High Bailiff; that officer was namara. 
fworn to make a return to the beft of his judgement ; furely 
the moft arbitrary defpots would not compel a man to de- 
clare what he had not made up his mind to. That Houfe 
was not a court of inquifition, and could not arrogate to 
itfelf a doq[iiaion over the High Baili,ff*'s judgement; he ought 
to have time allowed him to exercife the means of forming 
his opinion, with regard to who had the majority of fegal 
votes up'on the poll ; a^d what means, Mr. Macnamara afked^ 
were fo proper for the purpofe as a fcrutiny ? For this reafon 
Mr. Macnamara faid, he ihould vote againft the prefent mo- 
tion, and be for dire£ting the High Bailiff to proceed with 
the fcrutiny. 

Mr. 
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ir.O.Pul- Mr. D. Pulteney fpoke to the following ef&£t : — Sir, I 
:ney. fliould not hdve prefumed to trouble the Houfe at this late 
hour, if I thought the queftion before us had really deferved 
'all the eloquence and ingenuity which has been employed 
upon it both within and without the bar. However intricate 
it may have been rendered here, I think it really a very Cm- 
ple propolition, and may be contained in a nut (hell — The 
right honourable complainant has threatened the High Bailiff* 
with an aftion in the courts below ; 1 foietel him, that this 
affair will be decided there in four hours, though it has en- 
gaged the attention of Parliament for four days. I conficler. 
Sir, three modes known to the law for afcertaining a majo- 
rity of legal votes — the fhew of hands, the poll, and the 
fcrutiny — Nobody denies the legality of the laft under par- 
\ ticular circumftances — The fcrutiny is to the poll what the 
poll is to the Jhew of hands, /. e. a more accurate invefti- 
gation of that which the returning officer is not already 
enabled to declare confidently with his oath — The fhew of 
hands at firft would be a final and conclufive el*£lion, but 
that one of the candidates fuggefts a doubt of improper votes, 
if it may be fo called, being given in fo tuipultous an affera- 
bly — The poll immediately enfues, and ninety-nine times 
in a hundred the poll is conclufive, and deferves to be fo, be- 
caufe the poll is a fort of fomething, where the eleftors ace* 
few in number, or where the qualihcation is fo widely diffe- 
rent as it is in counties, the returning officer may almoft 
always make a return from the mere poll confident with the 
oath. What is the prefent cafe? The poll is at firft fo tu- 
xnultuoufly conduced, by 1800 polling- in fix hours, that 
the High Bailiff^ declares he admitted numbers to poll from 
the urgency of the cafe, whom he intended afterwards to 
fcrutinize. The poll, however, is fo artfully protradled, as 
to preclude the demand of a fcrutiny in the ulual ftage, /, e. 
before a return — - At this period, fuggefVions and even evi- 
dence are given him of what he declares he has fo many rea- 
fons to fulpeft, 1. e. that there were great numbers of im- 
proper names on the poll — The fuggeftion comes from 
one party only; it is the fame when there is an appeal from ' 
the ftiew of hands to the poll — This is a fpecial return with* 
out a precedent, and fo was the eledlion itfelf, from the poll 
being fo crouded at the beginning, and fo protradled at the 
end. There may be no pofitive law to warrant this return ; ^ 
but the common fenfe and fubftantial juftice of the cafe, 
which prevented the High Bailiff" from making any other 
return confiftent with his oath, is with me a juflification of 

I bis 
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his condufl:. This Houfe, I think, can give him no order to 
amend the fpecial return he has already made — for the law 
which direfts a poll, from the uncertairtty of the ftiew of 
hands, undouhtedly admits a fcrutiny in certain cafes, muft^ 
in common fenfe, intend to admit a fcrutiny where the poll 
fo nearly refembles a fhew of hands as to prevent the High 
Bailiff being able t6 return upon his oath the two members 
duly elefted. ' ' 

Mr. Fox rofe, and fpoke in fubftance as follows : 

Mr. Speaker, 
Before I enter upon the confideration of this queftion, (Mr. Fox. 
cannot help expreffing my furprife, that thofe who fit over 
agairift me (th^e Miniftry) fhould have been hitherto filent in 
this, debate. Common candour might have taught' theiji to 

. hav© urged whatever objeftions they have to urge againft th© 
motion of my honourable friend before this time ; becaufe in 
that cafe I fhould have had an opportunity of replying to 
their arguments ; and fure it would haVe been fair to allow 
me the flight favour of being the laft fpeaker upon fuch 21 
fubjedt. But, Sir, I have no reafon to expecSl indulgence, 
nor do I know that I fliall meet with bare juftice in this- 
Houfe. Sir, I fav, " That I have no reafon to expedl in* 
** dulgence, nor do I know that I ihall meet with bare jut 
•* tice in this Houfe." 

In confequence of a murmur from the other fide, Mr, 
Fox paufed, and faid, Mr. Speaker, there is a regular mode 
of checking any member in this Houfe for ufing improper 
words in a debate, and it is to move, to have the improper 
words taken down by the Clerk, for the purpofe of cenfuring 
the perfon who had fpoken them. If I have faid any thing 
unfit for this Houfe to hear, or for me to utter— If any 
gentleman is offended by any thing that fell from me, 
and has fenfe enough to point out, and fpirit to correal that ^ 
offence, he will adopt "that parliamentary and gentleman-like 
mode of conduft ; and that he may have an opportunity of 
doing fo, I again repeat, " That I liave no reafon to expe6l 
" indulgence, nor do I know that I fliall meet with bare 
♦* juftice in this Houfe." 

Sir, I am warranted in the ufe of thefe words, by events 
and authorities that leave little to be doubted, and little to be 
queftioned. The treatment this bufinefs has received within 
thefe walls, the extraordinary proceedings which have fprung 

, from it, the difpofitions which have been manifefted in par- 
ticular clafles of men, all concur to juftify the terms I have 

. ;idopted, aad to eftablifh the truth of what I have aflerted. 

If 
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If the declaration I have made, had happened not to have 
been fupported by the occurrences I allude to, the very con- 
fideration of Mr. Grenville's bill is of itfelf fufficient to vin- 
dicate what I have faid. That bill. Sir, originated in a be- 
lief that this Houfe, in the aggregate, was an unfit tribunal 
to decide upon contefted eledions. It viewed this Houfe, as 
:Cvery popular aflembly ihould be viewed, as a mafs of men 
capable of political diflike and perfonal averfion ; capable of 
too much, attachment and too much animofity ; capable of 
being biafled by weak and by wicked motives ; liable to be 
governed by minifterial influence, by caprice, and by corrup* 
tion. Mr. Grenville's bill viewed this Houfe as endowed ; 
with thefe capacities, and judging it therefore incapable of 
determining upon controverted eledtions with impartiality, 
• with juftice, and with equity, it deprived it of the means of 
mifchief, and formed a judicature as complete and ampler 
perhaps, as human fkill can conftitute*. That I am de- 
barred the benefits of that celebrated bill^ is clear beyond all 
doubt, and thrown entirely upon the mercy,* or, if you 
pleafe, upon the wifdom of this Houfe. Unlefs, then, meo^ 
are to fuppofe that human nature is totally altered within a' 
few months — unlefs we can be fo groffly credulous as to 
imagine that the prefent is purged of all the frailties of for- 
mer Parliaments — unlefs I am to furrender my underftand- 
ing, and blind myfelf to the extraordinary condudt of this 
Houfe, in this extrordinary bufinefs, for the laft fortnight *- 
I may fay, and fay with truth, " that I expedl no indul- 
^< gence, nor do I know that I ihall meet with bare juftice 
« in this Houfe." 

There are in this Houfe, Sir, many perfons to whom I 
might, upon every principle of equity, fairnefs, and reafon, 
ohjeiSt, as judges, to decide upon my caufe, not merely from 
. their acknowledged enmity to me, to my friends, and to my 
politics, but from their particular condu6k upon this parti- 
cular occafion. To a noble Lord, (Lord Mulgrave) who 
fpoke early in this debate, I might rightly objedl as a judge 
to try me ; who, from the fulnefs of his pr^udice to me, 
and predileftion for my opponents, aflerts things in dired; 

* Mr. Grenville's bill enafted, that the perfons to try difputed 
ele^^ions fhall be drawn out of a gla(^, to the number of forty-nine i 
that the parties in the difpute (hall ilrike from thefe names ahemately 
without afcribing any reafon, until they reduce the number to thir- 
. teen ; and thefe thirteen fliall be governed by pofitivc law, and fwom 
upon oath to adminifter ilri£l juHice* 

defiance 
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defiance of the evidencfe which h^s been g?vpn at yotir bar. 
The noble Lord repeats again, that «* tricks" were ufed at 
my fide in the eledtion, althougli he very properly omits the 
Epithet which preceded that term when he ufed it in a former 
debate ; but does it appear in evidence that any tricks were 
pradlifed on my part ? Not a word. Agaihft him, therefore, 
who, in the teeth of the depofitions on your table, is promp- 
ted, by hw enmity towards me, to maintain what the evi- 
dence (the ground this Houfe is fuppofed to go upon) abfo- 
lutely denies, I might obje6b with infinite propriety as a 
judge in this caufe. . 

There is another judge. Sir, to whom I might objeft with 

Sreater rcafon, if poffible, than to the laft. A perfon evi- 
ently interefted in increafing the numbers of my adverfa* 
rids upon the poll, but who has relinquifhed hi^ right as an 
elcftor of Weftminfter, that his voting may not difqualify 
him frorti being a judge upon the Committee to decide this 
conteil : a perfon too, Sir, who, in the late eledtion, fcru- 
pled not to a6t as an agent, an avowed, and, indeed, an ac- 
tive agent to my opponents. [Lord Mahon took this to 
himfel?; but Mr. Fox went on thus ;] Is there any interrup- 
tion. Sir ? I hope not. I am but ftating a known faft ; that 
a perfon who is to pronounce a judgement this night in this 
caufe, avoided to exercife one of the moft valuable franchifes 
of a Britifh citizen, only that he might be a nominee for my 
adverfaries, concluding that his induftry upon the Commit- 
tee would be of more advantage to their caufe, than a foli- 
tary vote at the eledtion. This, Sir, I conceive would be a 
fofficient objedtion to him as a judge to try me. 

A third perfon there is, whom I might in reafon challenge 
upon this occafion. A perfon of a fober demeanor, who, 
with great diligence and exertion in a very refpeftable and 
leaiiied profeiEon, has raifed himfelf to confiderable emi- 
nence; (the Matter of the Rolls) a perfon who fills one of 
the firft feats of juflice in this kingdom, and who has long 
difcharged the funftions of a judge in an inferior, but very 
honourable- fituation. This perfon, Sir, has, upon this day, 
profefled and paraded much upon the impartiality with which 
he (hould difcharge his confcience in his judicial capacity as a 
member of Parliament in my caufe. Yet this very perfon, 
infenfible to thef rank he maintains, or fliould maintain, in 
this country, abandoning the gravity of his charadter as a 
member of the Senate, and lohng fight of the fandlity of • 
bis ftation both in this Houfe and out of it, even in the very 
ad of delivering a judicial fentence, defcends to minute and 
Vol. XV. N . mean 
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tnean allufions to former politics — comes here ftored with , 
the intrigues of paft times, and in (lead of the venerable lan< 
guage of a good judge and a great lawyer, attempts to enter* 
tain the Houfe by quoting, or by mifquoting, words fw^ 
pofed to have been fpoken by. me in the heat of fornier de- 
bates, and in the violence of contending parties, when my 
noble friend and I oppofed each other. This demure gentle- 
man, Sir, this great lawyer, this judge of law and equityi 
and conflitution, enlightens this fubje£t, inftrudls and d&- 
, lights his hearisrs, by reviving this neceffary inteUigCDC^* 
that when I had the honour of firft fitting in this Houfe for 
Midhurft, I Was not full twenty-one years of age ; and att 
this he does for the honourable purpofe of fanftifying thft 
High BailiiF of Wefiminfter in defrauding the ele£lors of 
their reprefentation in this Houfe, and robbing me of the 
honour of aflerting and confirming their right by fitting as 
their reprefentative. Againft him, therefore, Sir, and againft 
men like him, I might jufily obje£t as a judge, or as judges 
to try my caufe ; and it is with perfedl truth I once more »• 
peat, " That I have no reafon to expedt indulgence, nor do 
•* r know that I fliall meet with barejuftice in this Houfe.** 

Sir, I underftand that the learned gentleman I have juft 
alluded to (I was not in the houfe during the firft part of 
his fpeech) has infinuated that I have no right to be prefent 
during this difcuffion, and that hearing me is an indulgence. 
Againft the principle of that aflertion. Sir, and againft every 
fyllable of it, I beg leave, in the moft exprefs terms, direA- 
ly to proteft. I maintain that I not only have, a right to 
fpeak, but a pofitive and clear right to vote upon this occa- 
fion ; and I affure the Houfe, that nothing but the declara- 
tion 1 have made in the firft ftage of this bufinefs ihooU 
prevent me from doing fo. As to myfelf, if I were the only ■ 
perfon to be aggrieved by this proceeding, if the mifchief of 
it extended not beyond me, 1 ftiould reft thoroughlj and 
completely fatisfied with the great and brilliant difplay of 
knowledge and abilities which have been exhibited by the 
learned gentleman, who appeared for me and for my cooftU 
tuents at your bar. If I alone were interefted in the decifioa 
of this matter, their exertions, combined with the acute and 
ingenious treatment this queftion has received from many 
gentlemen on this fide of the Houfe, whofe arguments areiaa 
learned as they are evidently unanfwerable, would have con-. 
te.nted me. But a fenfe of duty, fuperior to all perfonal ad- 
vantage, calls on me to exert myfelf at this time. What- 
ever can beft encourage and animate to diligence and. to 
energ;^, whatever is -inoft powerful and influencing upon a 
I mixi4 
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mind not callous to every fentiment of gratitude and honour, 
demand at this moment the exercife of every funftion and fa- 
culty that I am mafter of. ITiis, Sir, is not my caufc 
alone ; it is the caufe of the Engliih Conftitution, the caufe 
of the elcdlors of this kingdom, and it is in particular the 
efpecial caufe of the moft independent, themoft fpirited, the 
moft kind and generous body of men that ever concurred 
upon- a fubjedk of public policy : it is the caufe of the elec- 
tors of Weflminfter : the caufe of thofe who, upon many 
trials, have fupported me againft hofls of enemies ; of thole 
whO| upon a recent occafion, when every art of malice, of 
calumny, and corruption — every engine of an illiberal and 
^ihamelefs fyftem of Government — when the moft grofs and 
momftrous fallacy that ever duped and deceived a credulous 
country, have been propagated and worked with all imagina- 
ble fubtilty and diligence, for the purpofe of rendering me 
unpopular throughout the empire — have with a fteadinefs, 
with a fagacityj with a judgement, becoming men of lenfe 
and fpirit, defeated all the miferable malice of my enemies, 
vindicated themfelves from the charge of c?price, change- 
ablenefs, and fluftuation, and, with a gencrofity that binds 
me to them in every tie of aflFeftion, fupported me through 
the late conteft, and accompliflied a vidlory againft all the 
arts and powers of the bafeft fyftem of oppreffion that ever 
deftined the overthrow of^ny individual. 

If, by fpeaking in tliis Houfe, (where many perhaps may 
think I fpeak too much) I have acquired any reputation ; if 
I have any talents, and that attention to public bufmefs has 
matured or improved thofe talents into any capability of fo- 
lid fervice, the prefent fubjedt and the prefent moment, be- 
yond any other period of my life, challenge and call them 
into a<Sion ; when added to the importance of this queftion 
upon the Englifh Conftitution, combined with the imme- 
diate intereft 1 feelperfonally in the fate of it, I am impelled 
by the nobler and more forcible incitement of being engaged 
in the caufe of thofe to whom the devotion of all I have of 
diligence or ability would be but a flight recompence for their 
zeaij conftancy, firm attachment, and unfhaken friendftiip to 
me upon all occaflons, and under.all circumftances. 

There are two leading points of view in which this quef- 
tion fliould be confidered: the firft is, Whether the High 
Bailiff of Weflminfter has had fufficient evidence to warrant 
his granting a fcrutiny, fuppofing that he poftefted a legal 
difcretion tp grant it : the fecond, Whether any returning 
officer can by law grant a fcrutiny, even upon the completeft 
, N a evidence 



92 PARLIAMENTARY A- 1)84, 

evidence of its necefSty ; which fcrutiny canqpt commenoQ 
till after the d^y on which the writ is returnable. 

It is of little confequence in which order the queilionif 
taken up ; but firft 1 fhall proceed upon evidence. 

The great defence of the High BailiC is built upon the 
circuniftance of Sir Cecil Wray and his agents having far-? 
ni/hed him with regular liil's of bad votes on my part ; &nd 
to prove that thefe lifts were delivered, they have brought ^ 
witnefs who knows not a fyllable of the truth of the con- 
tents of the lifts. The witnefs who drew the affidavits, which 
affirm thpfe bad votes to have polled for me, upon crofs exa-t 
niination appears equally ignorant of the futh.of the affida- 
vits, and therefore the burden of the proof refted upon the 
evidence of Affleck, whofe teftimony neverthelefs, after four 
hours examination, is expunged from your books as inad- 
miffible. Expunged however though it is, I wjfti the Houfe 
to recollect the anfwers be gave concerning the defcription^ 
of the bad voters which are imputed to me, and to the ftate4 
number of them. The number is faid to be X43 , and the 
Houfe will recoUeft, that although I repeatedly prefled th^ 
>vitnefs to name fome of them, he could not even name 
one. I queftioned Affleck particularly, whether the 14J 
• were perfons who did not exift where they pretended to re- 
fide : his anfwer was, that fome did refide in the fl/eets a^ 
mentioned in the poll books, and that others could not be 
found at all. Thofe who could not be found at all, if any 
fuch there were, might fairly be deemed bad votes ; but Xh^ 
other clafs of voters involved a queftion of law ; and I fub? 
mit to the Houfe, whether, if the evidence of this man, in- 
flead of being rejefied as incompetent, had adlually been ad- 
mitted, the whole tenour of it, inftead of exculpating, woul4 
not, in the ftrongeft fenfe, tend to criminate the High Bai-^ 
liff. Had he knowq his duty, or was difpofed to difcharge it, 
this he would have faid to fuch a reporter : — <* You may be, 
*' and moft likely are, interefted in deceiving me ; after much 
** argumerit and difcuffion, I, as the fple judge in this court| 
*« have adrpitted thefe to be legal yotes, which yoi4 (of whon) 
*• I know nothing) affirm to be only lodgers or non-refident? } 
** rny fituation is too Iblemn to be affe6led by fuch infonnar 
** tiop, and therefore I difniifs it a§ unfit for me to proceed 
V upon.'? . ' 

This fliould h^ve been the High Bailiff'^ conduft ; but " 
^is conduct is the exadk reverfe of it. He receives this 
fpccies of information, and from thefe forts of men ; an^ 
iiot only this, but accepts affidavits imputing bribery to * 

fome 
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fome perfons who canvafled for me, acknowledging at the 
fame moment that he had no cognizanc»i of bribery, apd 
never once inquires into the truth of the charge, nor whe- 
ther any credit is due to the depofer, nor even who the de- 
' pofer is. All this the High Bailiff does in concert with my 
adverfaries, fecretly, collufively, without even once giving 
me, or any one of my agents," the very flighteft idea thai? 
any fuch intercourfe had fubfifted between him (the judge . 
of this court) and one of the parties, litigating that upon 
which he was to exercife his judicial funftion. 

To have received fuch information with the leaft atten- 
tion, was in itfelf criminal enough, but ftudioufly, cau- 
tioufly, and deliberately to have concealed it from me, was 
bafe and wicked in the extreme. Had I been apprifed of 
thefe machinations, I might have eftablifhed the falfehood 
of every accufation ; and furely, if juftice had been the 
objeft of the High Bailiff, he would not reft one moment 
until he communicated to me the burden of thefe informa- 
tions and aflSdavits, efpecially if he meant to overturn the 
whole tide of precedents, and to innovate upon the prac- 
tice of all the returning officers that ever lived in this king- 
dom, in granting a fcrutiny to commence after the return 
of the writ. If truth was his aim, the obvious mode of 
afcertaining it was to have given the other party an oppor- 
tunity of knowing the charges brought againft them, to let 
them have the chance of contradifting their accufers ; and 
if we failed in falfifying thefe informations, the High Bai- 
liflF would h^ve had this prefumption in his favour, that it 
was only becaufe we could not. But, Sir, not this, nor 
finy thing like it, did the High Bailiff of Weftminfter. So 
far from afting like an impartial judge, he appears to have 
been the agent, pr rather, the mere tool of my opponents : 
and every fyllable of thefe informations upon which he 
9<S):ed, might hayc been, for aught he knew, the vileft mafs 
of falfehood and perjury that ever thwarted the courfe of 

I^uftice. I fay then. Sir, if the High Bailiff abfolutely pof- 
efled ^ legal difcretion in granting a fcrutiny, to have 
. granted it upon this fort of evidence, and under thefe cir-r 
tumftance$, was, to fay no worfe of it, an aft that cannot 
be juftified upon any obvious principle of law, reafon, 
\ pommon fenfe, or common equity. 

But what will the candid part of the Houfe think of this 
fligh Bailiff, when they confider that the grounds of his 
jrindication at your bar differ as tnuch as light and darknefs 

from 
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from his vindication in the Veftry in Covent Garden, upon 
granting the fcrutiny ? And here, Sir, I have to lament that 
the paper which he read to this Houfe as his defence, vhich 
the gentlemen oppofite to me, (the Miniftry) for reafonr at' 
honourable perhaps to themfelves as to the High Bailifi; fe 
itrenuouflyoppofed being laid on thetable, is now impoflible 
to be produced : that paper. Sir, would have enabled me^ 
from his own words, to have proved to you that the princi- 
ple he avowed at your bar, as the rule that governed him in 
this buiinefs, is exacSlly and diredtly the very reverfe of the 
principle he pretended to aft upon at the time of granting the 
icrutiny. Fortunately, however, this fa<Sl is eilabliftial in 
clear, unqueftioned evidence before you. Mr. 0*Bryen*i 
tellimony is complete aVid decidve as to that point — - bis 
words were, ** That the High Bailiff, in the Veftry, upon 
*' granting the fcrutiny, difclaitned the informations deliver-. 
*• ed to him by Sir Cecil Wray and his agents ; that he rc» 
** plied wi^h peeviflinefs and fome difpleafure to Sir Cecil for 
** having mentioned them ; that he declared he believed he 
" had never read them ; certainly never, with any attention ; 
** that he threw them afide unnoticed ; that they had not the 
** leaft operation upon his judgement ; and that they did not, 
<* in the very flighteft fenfe, influence his determination in 
" granting the fcrutiny," Thefe \yere his words. — Atkin* 
fon, upofi crofs exammation, was obliged to acknowledge 
this ; and Grojan's want of memory upon it goes, of itfell^ 
a great way to eftablifli the truth, it it required farther cor- 
roboration, ' ' * 

Now let the Houfe and the world judge of this High Bai- 
liff, who, upon granting the fcrutiny, affedls to be infulted 
at the fuppofition of his afting upon this ex parte 'mformz" 
tion, and yet refts all his defence at the bar of this Houfe. 
upon that very ex parte information which, but a fortnight 
before, he difclaimed and defpifed. 

Without adverting to his ihameful and fcandalous condufE 
(which, if he had one fpark of feeling, would make him 
blufli to fhew his face, much Icfs to avow the a£l:) in holding 
this fraudulent intercourfe with my enemies ; cautioufly con- 
cealing that any fuch intercourfe fubfifted between them; 
treacheroufly betraying the caufe of juftice, which hjs iitua- 
tion bound him to fupport inviolate ; and bafejy lending hidi- 
felf to one party, for the ruin of another. Can any thin^ 
better fliew his iniquity, than varying the grounds of his de- 
fence according to the variation of fcene, and the preflurS 
of exigency? This continual fliifthig dempnftrates that he 

has* 
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has no honed defence to make • — put the moft favourable 
conflru£tion poffibie upon his condu6^, and the heft of the 
alteroAtives macks him a hypocrite at the leafl. If he has 
ijpoken truth in the Veftry, he is an atrant liar before this 
Houfe ; or, if he vindicates himfelf before you upon pure 

' principles, he has groffly and wickedly deceived me and all 
who heard the contempt he expreffed in the Veftry for that 
information, upon which he has expatiated at the bar of this 
Houfe with fuch extraordinary reverence. 

So much for the confiftency of the High Bailiff refpefting 
bis alledged motives in granting a fcrutiny. 

It is wid on the other fide of the Houfe, that the poll 
was not a fcrutiny, and faid in exprefs contradi£lion to the 
evidence produced at vour bar. Never was a poll a fcrutiny, 
uniefs thef poll in quefiion was fuch. It is eftablifhcd by re- . 
fpecftable teftimony at your bar, that the poll was an abfolute 
fcrutiny. It is proved that the parifti books were conftantly 

. at the huftings, and each voter's name, profefliOn, and de- 
fcription, collated with the books. It is proved, that when 
the names of voters could not always be found in the parifli 
books, (which was often the cafe, and yet the votes perfe£lly 
legal) a gehlleman in the intereft of each fide frequently went 
to the very ftreet in which the voter faid he lived ; that the 
vote was fufpendcd until that inquiry was made, and that the 
decifion was always governed by the report of the inquirers 
in fuch cafe. Was this, or was it not, a fcrutiny ? — But it 

. is faid, that the poll was crammed at one time, and hence an 
inference is drawn, that the poll was not a fcrutiny. This is 
ftrange reafoning, furely ; to fupport this inference, it fhould 
be proved that votes were excepted to, and yet admitted in 
the hurry without examination or inquiry. Does this appear 
to be the cafe ? Nothing like it. — With all Mr. Grojan's 
diipofition to flielter the High Bailiff, with all his power of 
memory at one time, and his want of it another, does he af-* 
fcrt any fuch thing? No, Sir, he could not with truth.; and 
even he could not venture upon this without truth. Did you 
ever hear, or did fuch a thing ever happen, as that a return- 
ing officer, of his own accord, fhould rejedt any votes not 
excepted to by ^he contending parties ? Certainly not. •— 
Thofe votes therefore, in whofe legality the candidates them- 

> felves agreed, muft be juflly prefumed by the High Bailiff to 
< be unexceptionable ; and from hence to fuppofe that the poll 
was no fcrutiny, is weak in the extreme. In the early part 
oi d>e ele^ion it- Vi^as the natural wifli of each candidate to 
get upon the head of the poll. Each brought up as many 

/riends 
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friends as poffible, and this accounts for what they call cram- 
niing the poll. Refpe£ting the High BailifPs difHculty in 
forming an opinion as to which of the two had the greater 
number of legal votes, had I been lowed upon the poll at 
the clofe of the eleftion, there might havt been fonie little 
colour for his afFeftation of fcruiiny. Why ? Becaufe upon 
the days when the poll was moft crammed, when the gneateft 
numbers polled, and when there was leaft inquiry and kaft 
examination into their legality, Sir Cecil Wray had a very 
great majority over me, I began to gain upon my adverfary, 
^ not when thoufands polled of a day, but when only a kw 

hundreds, and lefs than a hundred polled on each day,-<- at a 
time when there was fufficient leifure to fcrutinifc the votes, 
and when the moft acute, the moft jealous and fharp inquiry 
took place, as to the qualification of each voter, that was, 
perhaps, ever praftifed in any court of huftings. 

With a view to exculpate this High BailiflF, his depi:tt7^ 
Mr. Grojan, related an incident which I Ihall notice, and the 
exultation of the oppofite fide of the Houfe, at the time of 
that relation, renders that notice the more neceffary. It was 
this — he alked a man which way the ftreet lay in which he 
lived, and the man faid it was that way, pointing his hand. 
towards Drury Lane. ** I immediately fufpefted him, and 
•* afterwards rejefted him," fays Mr, Grojan. Now, Sir, 
this ftory happens to be ftriftly true, and true to the confu- 
fion of thofe who relate it for the vindication of the High 
. ^ Bailiff. Were my eleftion to depend 'upon the merits of a 
finglc vote, I do not know that I Ihould prefer any other in- 
habitant of this great city before that very man then rejec- 
ted by Mr. Grojan ; for in all Weftminftec there is not a bet- 
ter qualified, a more undoubted legal voter, than that identi-- 
cal perfon. And what is the faa. Sir ? That this honeft^ 
ignorant man came to poll with liquor in his head, and (em- 
barraffed by the fcene, by the fhouting, and by the manner 
perhaps of the queftion) made that abfurd reply. Thefe 
events. Sir, were not unfrequent at that huftings ; and when 
one confiders the facility of puzzling fuch.men in all places, 
when one confiders that Mr. Grojan is not, of all men 
living, the moft embarraiTed in the exercife of his duty, nor 
exa£tly the moft anxious for the comments of by-ftanders 
upon his conduft, there is little wonder that honeft, unin- 
formed men, furrounded by thoufands, with half a do^cn 
infpedors plaguing them with different queftion^ 2^the fame 
moment^ in the midft of noife and buzzaiog, in tifet fiate o{ 

hilarity^' 
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> hilarity, perhaps, which is too frequent at general clefiions, 
\lhould fometimes give a foolifli, unconncaed anfwer to fuch ' 
;' interrogatories as generally come from Mr, Grojan. 
f I utiderftand that a learned gentleAian has faid, that he 
would have clofcd the poll long before the High Bailiff pro- 
/ claimed his intention of doing fo* I do not mean to argue 
' "the legality of that pofitipn with the learned gentleman ; 
i that the faft was exaftly otherwife^^ is all that is neceffary for , 

i me to maintain. It is in evidence before you, that he did 
: 0ot cjofe it until the 1,7th of May, and then clofcd it not 
from deficiency of voters, but for the exprefs purpofe of 
V enabling himfelf to make his return by the i8th, the day on 
i. which the writ was returnable. The firlt, and the only no* 
i ticc I had of his intention to clofe the poll, was on the 
' Thurfday preceding ; and 1 do confefs, and have always de- 
; dared, that my objea was to continue the poll during the 
= three intermediate days, that the High Bailiff may be obli- 
ged to. aiSgn this as his reafon, fince the aA of dofing the 
^ poh was his own aft. In this I hold myfelf perfeftly jufti^ 
' fiable : —during thefe three days I confefs it was my wifli 
.'toprotraft the poll; but I folemnly deny that it;, was ever 
' prolonged by me a fingle hour more ; and alfo deny, that 
Mnp tothe 13th of May, I had any propofal or any offer that 
1 could notice, for cloiing it. 

Attempts havg been made to prove, and that is the lafl: 

head of evidence I fhall touch upon, that infinuations came 

from us at a certain period of the poll, of demanding a fcru- 

finy. That fome of my friends might have expreffcd that 

, inteotion, is very probable ; but give me leave to fay. Sir, 

" that if I had myfelf formally demanded it, there is no rule 

of lawi that warrants a conclufion againfl me, on account of 

" my own conduft as a party. A thoufand motives there may 

be to juflify. me in demanding of the High Bailiff, that 

which it would be perfeftly right in him to refufe. If in 

ioy^ cafe of litigation a Judge (hoUld grant to one of the 

parties whatever he wifhed, how could he ever come to a 

jufl cJcdlTon ) or who would ever be defcatedj whatever may 

f>e the badnefs of his caufe ? 

But, Sir, has it been offered to you in proof, or is there 

- a man that can fay, I ever did for one moment entertain the 

' |dca, much lefs exprefs it, that a fcrutiny could go on after 

the^dayon which the writ was returnable. Sir, I do a flu re 

you, fo abfurd, fo prepofterous, fo pernicious a thought, 

jlcTcr 6nce poflefied me. I had occafion very maturely to 

Vpjr. XV, O . confidcr 
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confider this fuljjeft at the firft Weftminfter ekftion* Lord 
Lincoln demanded a fcrutiny, which the High Bailiff gT•B^ 
sdf and which the noble Lord afterwards relinauiflieid* I 
remember to have invefti^ated the matter then. 1 coofidtcl 
the greateft dead and livmg authorities, the beft bookt^ anl 
the mod learned men in my circle ; and the refult was^ ilift 
the granting a fcrutinv before the return of the writ was fe* 
gal, but no book, no lawyor, no maoy before this time^ cfo^ 
to my knowledge, maintained that a fcrutiny could be cob« 
tinued, much lefs begun, after the day on which the wik' 
was returnable. 

Then, fay my enemies, why did you expeft tbe WA 
Bailiff to grant you a fcrutiny, which you muft know com. 
ITot be finilhed before the i8th of May } And at that liise 
the gentlemen on the oppoiite bench (the Miniflry) exult.li 
little. But, Sir, it is a weak and childifh exultauoiu Do 
they think, or, if they deceive themfelves, can they believe 
the Public will think, that I could have been (o grotk afl' 
ideot as to fuppofe a fcrutinv of this eledion could be over 
before the i8th, with the inuance of Vandeput and Trent* 
^am flaring me in the face, where an unnnilhed fcmtioy 
lafted above five months. Can they imagine I could hope n 
fcrutiny in this cafe, where upwards of three thoufand voten 

? oiled more than at tbe contefled eleftionof Vandeput and 
>entham, could by any poflible means be over before the 
1 8th! Surely not. A tolerable knowledge of Mr»Thomis 
Corbett, the High Bailiff of Weftminfler, gave me no et* 
travagant hopes of fuccefs in any fcrutiny where he was to be 
the fole judge ; and therefore all I ever meant was, th?t aa 
inquiry might take place previous to the i8th; which inqui- 
ry might enable us to form the train and order of the neceP 
fary evidence, that we might the better know how to dilcaver 
the diflferent fpecies of bad votes, and clafs, under their va« 
rious heads, thofe which were doubtful *- thofe which were' 
fufpefted — < and thofe which were politively illegal ; and b 
far to methodife, arrange, and Amplify the bufinefs, before, 
the return, that we might go on in the Committee, under 
Grenville's bill, with the greater facility and expedition,. 
and with lefs expence ; and this would have been a material 
point of preparation for us. 

This, Sir, was all I ever meant by a fcrutiny before Mr. 
Corbett, and all that any man of common fairnefs and iibe* 
rality can (uppofe I meant, 

Anobk. 
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Anoblel^rd over a^inft me, (Lord.Mulgrave) in hit^ 
f xeal to exculpate the High Bailiff, charges me with having 
! idtiinidated him, and charges it upon the evidence of Mr« 
' Grojan. That noble Lord, diidaining all regard to coolif- 
' tency, wKeneverhe thinks he can impute a fault to us, at 
the lame kpoment that he aflerts the High Bailiff was idtimi* 
dated^ pronounces a flafhy, panegyric upon thefirmnefs and 
intrepidity of the very man he affirms to be thus terrified^ 
But, Sir, the High Bailiff was threatened —> and how? 
Was it by threau of affaulling him ? No —Was it by hold- 
ins; u^ the fear of danger to him, by mobs or riots } No.-^ 
Was it by a menace of taking away his books, breaking the 
peace of the huftings, and interrupting him in the difcharge 
cf his duty ? No, no ; but it was by warning him of the 
confequences of unjuft partialities, falfe or corrupt decifions. 
It was by threatening him with legal puni(hment, if he did 
not miake.the law of the land the rule of his condu£l. Gro* 
jan tells vou, that he believes thefe threats fometimes induced 
the Hign Bailiff to make decifions in my favour, contrary 
to his judgement. Yet this is the man, whofe firmnefs and 
intrepidity the noble Lord commends fo much, and whom 
the Government of this country is ftraining every nerve to 
bear harmlefs through this unprecedented buiinefs. An 
officer, whofe deputy^ as a palliation of greater guilt, de- 
fendSy by faying that he committed a palpable breach of his 
duty, and only becaufe he is threatened with legal punifh* 
nient, if he acti againfl law ! Sir, for my own part, I be- 
lieve, there is as much fincerity in the noble Lord's pa- 
negyric, as there is veracity in the Deputy Bailiff's infe- 
rence from thefe threats : all I wifh, however, is, that you 
would properly notice this fpecies of intimidation. It.it 
nn intimidation, Sir, the influence of which, I hope will 
reach every man, every magiflrate in this country, however 
fplendid his flation, however lifted up above his fellow-crea- 
tures in office or dignity.-— To keep before his eyes the danger 
of a vicious, or a wanton breach of the law of the land. Would 
to God this Houfe were in a capacity to become an objeA of 
thofe confequences, which the verdift of a Jury would deter- 
mine to follow a violation of the laws ! With what content, 
with what confidence, fhould I fubmit my caufe to fuch a 
tribunal ! 

Having now, Mr. Speaker, gone through the various 
depofitions that have been made before you. Having from 
the evidence fhcwn, that the allcdgcd grounds of the High 

O 2 Bailir* 
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Bailiff's firft granting this fcrutiny, were the dire£k rcTcrie 
of thofe he declares to this Hoafe to have been his motives.-^ 
Having {hewn that he was in habits of clandeftine interconrfe 
with my opponents — having (hewn that he was in t;he con- 
ftant courfc of receiving ex parte information in an illicit and 
Ihameful fccrecy — having fhewn ihat he pofitively and fo- 
lemnly denied this feries of iniquitous proceeding in the vcftry, 
which he boldly avows at your bar — having mcwn that the 
poll was as much a fcrutiny as any poll can poflibly be— *ha?- 
ing explained my views in the event of my demanding a fcru- 
tiny — ^liaving defcribed the fpecies of intimidation ufed to this 
man, and confirmed, that fo far from exculpating, it tends 
deeply to criminate him— having (hewn this, Sir, and (hewn . 
it by the evidenceVhich you have heard at your bar, I fhall 
include this part of my fubjeft, with fubmitting to every 
man of honour and candour who hears me, whether he rfsally 
thinks that the High Bailiff of Weflminfter exercifed a found 
and hoped difcretion in granting a fcrutiny, fuppoling, for 
argument fake, that he aftually poiTeiTed a legal power to 
grant it. 

The remainder of what I have to fay, (hall be directed to 
prove that he had no fucb power, and to lay before you the 
fatal efFe£ts of fuch a precedent^ \s the lofs of this queftioa 
will afford. 

I am not a profciHonal man, and cannot be fuppofed to 
fpeak with the information of profeffional gentlemen upon a 
legal fubjeft; there are, however, general and fixed principler 
otcommon fenfe, which ferve to guide an unlearned man up- 
on a fubjeft of this kind. Four different ways occur to me, 
by which, in a cafe of doubt, the Jaw may be difcovcred ind 
ascertained ; firft of all I (hould look into the ftatutc hook 
vpon the table ; if upon fcarching there I find an aft of Par* 
Ilaraentupon the point in difpute, doubt and coojeflureccafc 
at once, and all is clear and certain. But if there (hould be 
fopnd no aft to regujate the cafe in queftion, I (hould then in 
the fcToncI place have regourfe 10 praftice and precedent, and 
inquire what has been done in (imilar cafes on (imilar occa-' 
fions; in other words, I fhould try what is the common law. 
If I find praftice and precedent direft me, then every thing 
is plain* and eafy ; but if no ftatute and no precedent (hould ' 
be found, by which I could fteer in this ambiguity, my nent 
obvious refort would be to legal analogies, 10 cafes, which, 
though not precifely the fame in alUpornts, are yet perfeftly 
Similar ia principle. If in this department of refearch 1 find 

any 
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any thiog to direft me, there too, all will be fmooth, lotel]^ 
giblc, and certain— but if I find no pofitive ftatute. nor pre- 
cedent, nor pra£kice at cooimon law, and no legal analogy^ 
whereby I might difcover the fafit, there is then much diffi- 
culty indeed, but not an infurmbun table one. Still I fhould 
make an efFort, and my laft and fourth refort fhould be to the 
experience and underftanding of mankind — to thofe arguments 
which common fenfe fuggefts — to fair concluiions deducible 
from fair reafoning, founded upon the immutable principles 
of policy and expediency. 

Now, Sir, if fome of thefe various mod^s of defining the 
law fhould happen to favour me upoci Jpe prefent fubjeA, 
and that others (hould unfortunately militate againft me, 
ilill I may be right in my pofition, but not with that fullnefs 
, of convi^ion, that clearnefs of certainty that I might wifh. 
The cafe, however, is fo entirely otherwife, that I do ven- 
ture 16 affirm, and engage to prove to the fatisfadion of every 
xnan capable of being fatisfied, that not only nothing in any 
of thefe different ways of attaining the faft, does operate in 
the flighted degree againft me, but that all and each concur 
in fupporting me, and demonftrating the illegality and vio- 
lence of my enemies in the prefent bufinefs. I do therefore 
affert, ,that the High BailifFof Weftminfler, in granting this 
fcrutiny, has violated the law of the land, by the combined 
force and teflirhony of thef^ four tefls : by rtie flatutes — by 
the common Uw — - by the analogies of law -— by policy and 
fcxpediency. — Firfl as to the flatutes : 

The aft of the loth and i ith of William III. "'^ was made 
for the avowed purpofe. of checking the bad conduft of return- 
ing officers. . The preamble of the bill, and every claufe ix^ 

it, 

* Extract from 10 and 11 William III. c. 7. — For preventing 

, abufes in the return of writs of fummons for the calling and aflembling 

of any Parliament for the future, or writs for the choice oiF any new 

-]|nember to fervc in Parliament ; and to the end fuch writs may by the 

proper officer or his deputy be duly returned and delivered to the Clerk 

of the Crown, - to be by him filed according to the ancient and legal 

courfe ; be it enaded by the Xing*s Moft Excellent Majefty, by and 

viith ttfe advice and confent of the Lord; fpiritual and temporal, and 

Commons in Parliament aifembled, and by authority of the fame, that 

the Sheriff or other officer, having the execution and return of any 

fuch writ which ihall be iffued for the future, (hall, on or before the 

day that any future Parliament (hall be called to meet, and with all 

^avenient expedition, not exceeding fourteen days after any ele£kion 

mads 
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it, pro^ei this to have been the objeft of cna^Hng it. As df» 
part of it which relates to returns is merely dircftory, kit 
grofs and abfurd to conftrue it in any other manner thaa 
that which makes it anfwcr the evident pnrpofe for which it 
isenaded. It requires that the writs for any future Parlit- 
iDCnt (hall be returned on or before the day that Parliament 
if callied to meet — ^that the return (ball be made to the Clerk 
of the Crown, which Clerk of the Crown is authoriied to 
TeceiTC four ihillings for every Knight, and two fbiUings for 
every Burgefs. It impofcs a penalty upon the Sheriff^ if he 
d6tn not make his return on or before this day. 

Now obferve the conftrudion given by the oppofite fide of 
the Houfe to this plain intelligible ftatute. It is true, fay 
they, this a£t is binding upon a Sheriff, but not at all upoa 
a Mayor or Bailiff. Why r becaufe a Mayor or BailifFare not 
mentioned. True, they are not mentioned, and probably 
the action I fpoke of fome time ago, might not lie againft the 
High Bailiff^ not that he has not openly tranfgrefied the fpi- 
rit of the law^ l^ut becaufe the penal part of every flatute fs 
to be conftrued according to the ftrifi letter of the aA ; but I 
fubmit to the Houfe, whether they ever heard fo low, fo 
-vile, fo dirty a quibble— whether they ever heard fo bafe a 
perverfion of common fenfe, as to fuppofe the legillatore of 
this country, to have been fuch a fet of ideots, fuch a herd of 
miferable beings, as that in an aA, made for the avowed and 
declared purpofe of correcting and punifliing the raifcondofi 
of returning oftkers, they fhould have provided agaioft the 
partialities, corruption, and roguery of SherifB, and have 
left the natioaat the mere mercy of Mayors and Bailiffs with* 
cut reftraint, redrefs, or punifhment. This is the conftroc* 
tion put upon this a£t b^ his Majefty's Minifters^ the patrons 

nadtt by virtoe of any new writ, cither in perfon or by hn dkpiity,r 
make return of the fame to the Clerk of the Crown in the High Court ' 
of Chancery, to be by him filed i and the Sheriff or other peribn mak* 
iBg fuch return, fhall pay to the faid Clerk of the Crown the anciciir 
and lawful fees of four ihilHngs and no more for every Knight of s 
Shire, and two ihillings and no more for every Citizeil, Burgefs er 
Baron of the Cinque Ports» returned into the faid Court, to be by hidl 
filed i and the faid Sheriff oc officer ihall by virtue of this ^€t chargQ 
the fame to His Majeily, his heirs or fucceffors, and have allowance 
thereof in his account in the Exchequer or elfewhere. 

Every Sheriff and other officer who ihall not make return according 
to the true intent and meaning of this a£(, ihall forfeit fire hundred 
pounds. 

of 
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of this HigH Bailiff, although they fee thofc exprcfs words in 
the body of the ad — « That the Clerk of the Crown iDhall 
^' receive at the time of thefe returns (which returns muft 
« be made on or before the day of the meeting of fuch n«w 
^ Parliamisnt) four fhilliDgs for every Knight, and two 
•* IhiUings for every Burgcfs.*' Why menrion the Burgefs,, 
if that I aft is not meant to compel the return of the writ, under 
which he is chofen ? Was there ever fuch an outrage upon 
common fenfe, as to maintain, although they fee the fee 
ftated for the Burgefs to pay ; Aoueh they fee the returnee- 
quired proceeding from the Shcriflrs precept to the Mayor 
or Bailiff; that tne Mayor or Bailiff is not obliged to make 
a return within the time prefcribed by the fame a£l, that is, 
on or before the day that the new Parliament (hall be called 
to meet i 

But there is another point which defines the meaning of 
the logiflature to a certainty, and U is the exception in favour 
of new writs upon vacancies. In that cafe, there is an obli- 
gation that the return be made within fourteen days after 
the elefiion upon that vacancy. Is it confiftent with reafon^ 
or rather is it not making downright nonfenfe of this a£t, to 
fuppofe that it fhould compel a return within a certain time 
in cafes of vacancy ; but that upon a general eledion, alt 
fliould lay at the mere will and pleafure of the returning of- 
ficers. Will the gentlemen urge the fame contemptible rea- 
(bnine here, and afTert that the compuliion in this cafe only 
refpefts the returns of KnigKts of the Shire } What ? that ai| 
aft fhould be made to prevent the collufion and knavery of 
returning officers, yet that it extends only to the preclufion of 
frauds in returning; about one hundred, becaufe they arp 
Knights of the Shire, and leaves the remaining four hundred 
at the difcretion of every Mayor or Bailiff? Sheriffs are ia 
general of a much fuperior rank and charaAer to the other 
returning officers, yet the wittal caution the honourable in« 
terpreters of this a£l impute to the Englifh legidature is, that 
they |;uarded againft abufes from that clafs of returning offi- 
cers, lyhofe fortune ^nd fphere of life prefumed mod for their 
integrity ; and made no provifion whatever for the poffible 
mifconduft of that very defcription of returning officers, 
whofe fituation gave the leaft pledge or fecurity for honeft 
atid.uncorrupt condu£t. 

If I am not miftaken, this fpecies of reafoning carri^ 
with it its own refutation* 

A noble 
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A noble Lord over againft mc (Lord Mulgrave), has ad- 
vanced a fingular kind of argument indeed, touching the^ 
intention of this a£l of King WjUiam. He has read to yon 
from the Journals an inftru<9;jon to the Committee ap« • 
pointed to bring it in, which in(lru£libn fuggefts to tbem^ 
the introduftion of a claufe to fecure the returns for cities 
and boroughs^ within the fpecified time, and in a ftyle of' 
inference peculiar to himfelfy he concludes, that as the ex**' 
prefs words do not appear in the ftacute, the legiflatute 
never meant to include the returning officers of cities and' 
boroughs. 

Now I will take upon me to fay, that every other man in 
t)iis country, (that- nolple Lord and thofe who concur with 
him in oppofition to my honourable friend's motion ex- ' 
cepted) capable of underftanding the fenfc of an a£^ ol"* 
^ Parliament, will draw the dire£l reverfe of hisu conclufion 

fr.om the non-infertion of that claufe. The fole view of*' 
this llatute was to corredl the abufes of returning o£Bcers«' 
The inftruftion from the Houfe to the Committee proves, ' 
that the difeafe extended to Mayors and Bailies* The* 
omiffion of that claufe therefore clearly demonftrates, that 
the framers of the aft thought the fuggeftion 'fully compre* 
hehded in the ad: as it (lands, and that it would be mere * 
tautology and needlefs repetition to be more explicit. Wl^t 
a miferable legiflature muft that be, which in the aft c$ ap*^ 
plying a remedy to an acknowledged evil, creates ten*times 
a greater than that which it endeavours to cure. Thofe who^ 
made this law, were, in my opinion, good politicians, but - 
they were evidently not good prophets — for they did' not 
forefee that an hour would come, when men (hould rife up, 
and put fuch a conflruftion upon their labours, as marked 
them the moft defpicable fet of drivellers that ever infult^d. , : 
fociety under the appellation of law-makers. — ^n. a word, ;•: 
Sir, I contend that the ftatute of King William is decifivel|.' ; 
and compleatly with us. * • 

The 23d of Henry the VL is likewife with us, and does- 
afFord me a legal remedy againft the High Bailiff, of w;hick .* 
I fhall moft certainly avail myfelf. That a£): authorifes th£- •' 
Sheriff to iffue his precepts to the returning officers of cities -f 
and boroughs. It requires that they ihall make a retucA ttf • y-i 
the Sheriff, and gives the perfon chofen, and not returiiied^.^ 
aaadion, which muft be brought within three months.aifiier r, 
" the meetjing of Parliament. From this it is evident, thxi^^,^ 
the return of the writ, and of the precept proceeding froni 
4 tl»ft' 



A, .1784. •!) £ "fi A r £ S. i^5 

the writ^ muft be at one and tfee hme time, viz. hj th6 
meeting of the Parliament. Fot otherwifc, obfcrve what 
tankr. nonienfe this ftatute would be. This mifcbndufi:' of 
Returning offiiiers made it rieceflstry td give a power of legal 
^nifhment' to the party chofenand not returned* That 
power IS here given ; but if we dan fuppofe that the aflt 
does not compel the return co be pofitively made by tht 
meeting of Parliament, the penalty is all a farce ; for wh6 
)iirtll make a return that will fubje£b him to a civil a£tion, if 
It be in his j>ower to avoid it ? Whether the return be true 
:or fjilfe, therefore, it is as clear as day-light, that fome re- 
turn muft be made by the meeting of Parliament. For it is 
liifulting common fenfe, to fay that the man who incurs a 
legal penalty, Ihail have a legal power of evading it— That 
U to lay, that a returning officer may, of his own authority^ 
'prolong his return until the three months pafs away, within 
which time alone the adion can commence for the punifh* 
ment of this grofs abufe. 

• -I have therefore, Sir, no difficulty in faying, and I am 
Confident every fair man agrees in the truth of it, that thefe 
two aAs, in their letter, as well as their fpirit, demonftrate, 
that the High Bailiff of Weftminfter, in granting this fcru* 
tiny, has pofitively broken the ftatute of the land. 
"^' The fecond point to which I (hall advert in the arrange- 
ment of this argument is, the point of pradice, or what the 
k>innlon larw is uj^on this occafion ; and the beft way to (hew 
Khat the High Bailiff of Weftminfter's return is againft both 
ph'e one and the other, is to obfcrve this fa£l— that in all the 
npords of Parliament— in all the annals of eleftion, and in 
i^e hiftory of this country, a (ingle precedent cannot be 
Eound to juftify this extraordinary return. The main and 
6;vident drift of it was to deprive me of the benefit of Mr. 
£3renville*s bill \ and to accomplifli this end, do but obferve 
Itew many obvious modes of return he paffed by. Had the 
Bailiff done his duty, and returned Lord Hood and me. Sir 
Secil Wray would not have been injured, for he would in- 
Etiantly petition, and the merits of the cleftion would be 
lined by^a Committee upon their oaths. Had the Bailiff, 
koubting, as' he pretends, the legality of my majority, re- 
^ibrned, as he undoubtedly might have done. Lord Hood and 
fir Cecil Wray, then I (hould have petitioned, and one of 
Ik8r« Grenville's Committees would have redreffed me. Had 
k% returned Lord Hood alone, fUU it was cognizable by 
^renvitle's bill. A petition agaifift an undue return would 
Vot. XV. P have 
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hive been prefented* and thi^ Houfe infallibly prevented til 
interference in the matter, except in appointing the Go» 
mittee. Or if he had returned the three candidates, tk 
double return entitled it to a priority of hearing (upon tbtf 
|rreat and fundamental maxim, that the firft oDJe« was to 
have the Houfe complete,) and a Committee under Gres- 
ville's bill would inftantly have tried the merits of the r> 
turn, and refcued the cafe from the prejudices and party in- 
fluence of the Houfe of Commons* At all events^ my fittia| 
here for Kirkwall rendered an immediate difcuf&on and ik 
exiion upon the bufinefs indifpenfable, as petitions complaii* 
ing of pluralities of ele£kion are always heard in order, neil 
to double returns : thus you fee with what dexterity tb 
has been managed. 

This curious return had two views ; firft, to exclude ffll 
from fitting for Weftminfter ; fecondly, to deprive me of tb 
advantage of Mr. Grenville's bill. And« Sir, does any tm 
think this return was the fabrication of Mr. Thomas Cor« 
bett ? The party fpirit and perfonal rancour, fo vifibie k 
his defence before this Houfe, confirm that he has all dii 
difpofition, if not all the ability, in the world to dp me enx] 
mifchief ; yet I cannot be perfuaded, when I confider win 
they are that take the lead in his vindication before thii 
Houfe, and when I obferve how very familiar they appeif I 
to be with this hiftorlcal return, (as my noble friena I»*l 
well called it) that fo peculiar, fo ingenious, and fo origiBiI/ 
a fragment as this, could ever have been his fole pf-oduoioif 
In a word. Sir, this curfed hiftori(.al return, this return QB* 
matched, and unpiecedented in the hiftory of Parliament^ 
is the only fpecies of return that could have robbed me ul 
the independent eleflors of Weftminfter of a fair hearinf 
before that admiiable judicature inftituted by Mr. Gio- 
ville's bill. 

A learned gentleman who appears at your bar for Ae 
High Bailiff*, admits that no inftance of this kind ever htf 

, pened before ; and to induce the Houfe to fupport his cliea^ 
he fays, it will never happen again* How he comes tt 
know that a line of conduft fo convenient to a MinifteT, ftj 
well fuited to thofe who have the power to opprefs, aojt 
difpofition to exert every power againft thofe they diflib^ 
the learned gentleman himfelf heft knows i but fureiy, afte 

- fuch an admifhon, to pray the fanAion ot this Houfe fbrii 
aft allowedly unprecedented, is fomewhat ftngnlan W 
learned gentleman's prophecy is furprifing^ it is trt)e» ' 
^ .4 
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the argument drawn from that prophecy is (till more fur* 
prifing. Grant the fcrutiny, fays he^ in this c^fe ; but you 
certainly never will do the like again. Perpetrate the moft 
? grofi and glaring injuftice deliberately, for you will never 
- commit a fimilar outrage hereafter. A good underftanding, 
^! however^ feems to prevail -between thoie within and thole 
outfide of the bar i and the intimation of a learned gentle- 
man over againft me, of an intention to bring in a bill to ri« 
gulate this matter in f uture» does, in a great meafure, ac« 
count for the predi£lion of the High JBailiflF^s counfel, that 
this iniquitous precedent will be no example for future imi* 
' tation. Now> Sir, I take the firft opportunity of declaring, 
■ that a bill declaring the law, after a decifion dire£]:ly con- 
trary to law, ihall be oppofed by me with all the faculties 
' ;uiid force I am mafter ot. . This is no new principle with 
' me, I have ever fet myfelf againft the affedHtion of apply* 
. ing a remedy upon erroneous decifions (ubverfive of law in 
^ fupreme courts of judicature. In the cafe of the determi- 
nation concerning general bonds of refiguation of church- 
livings in the Houfe of Lords laft year, a bill pad there, and 
was fent afterwards to this Houfe, the purport of which 
was, to declare the law in that cafe, after a determination, 
which revcrfed the uniform current of decifions in Weft- 
ininfter-Hall for a feries of ages *• Such a bill would have 
I been moft fatal in its example, becaufe it would have taken 
, 9way the only check, reftraint, and control, upon courts 
ctf dernier appeal. It would take away the general public 
inconvenience ariiing from the falfe determinations of fupe- 
. • rior courtSi I oppofed that bill. Sir, and oppofed it with 
fttccefs, far this Houfe rejedi^d it. I (hall oppofe the bill 
fuggefted by the learned gentleman upon the fame princi-* 
pie, and every other bill of the fame tendency. For fure 
there cannot be a more barefaced violence of decency and 
juftice^^ grofler mockery of the common fenie of mankind, 
than to authorise a fcrutiny, in ditcfk oppofition to the 
' wtiole tide of precedents, and exa£tly fubverfive of poiitive 
law ; becaufe you intend to bring in a bill to prevent the re« 
' petion, in future time, of fo fcandalous and ihocking a pro- 
ceeding. 

- An intideht occurs to n>e, which wiH be proper to men* 
tion. Much difcuflion formerly took place upon this fubjefk 
of regulating fcrutinies, and efpecially at the time of th^ 

* C\k of Flytcbe and the BiOiop of London. 

P z Oxford-r 
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OxFordfliire election ; (concerning which eledion liballpvs- 
fently trouble the Houfe with a few obiervatioas.) dm 
pains and labour were employed then, with a view to frame as 
aA of Parliament upon the fubjed): ; and a great man, whole 
name I mention onlv in the pureft refpefk and reverence fix 
his charadter, (Lord Mansfield) took an adliye part, and gave 
the whol^ attention of his extenfiveand (hining talents to the 
bufinefs. Yet, after the moft deliberate and mature confide-^ 
ration of the fubje£t, even he abandoned it, in a defpair d 
being able to accomplifh any fyftem of management, from 
which many evils and various disadvantages, impoffible to be 
remedied, might not flow. AH attempts to regulate fcruti- 
nies by a6l o? Parliament were then confequently given im, 
The learned gentleman (Mr. Hardinge) will excuffe me, if I 
cannot eafily believe that he will effeSt that, which Lord 
Mansfield relinqui/hed as impraflicable ; and even this confi- 
deration would be an additional motive with me in not haftllj 
aflenting to a bill, of the comple£kion fuggefled by him totu 
Houfc upon the prefent fubjedk. 

J have faid, that this bufinefshad no precedent in theannali 
ctf Parliament. The gentlemen on the other fide (the Mini- 
ftry) do not attempt, becaufe they dare not, to (hew that this 
High BailiflFis juftified by any. The only cafes th^^ venton 
to touch upon are, the cafes of Oxford and Weftminfter; 
and yet'thefe two cafes are fundamentally and altogether 
againft them. Could they cite any inftances more appofiti^ 
undoubtedly they would never have alluded to thofe, wluchi 
under a hope of giving fome colour to the matter in queftion, 
do abfolutely, pofitively, and fubftantially make ag^inft 
them. If out of the mafs of precedents I were to clioofe one^ 
to prove the goflhefs of this proceeding, I think- it would be 
the very cafe of Oxfordfliire. The candidates who, -at that 
ele£bion, were lowed on the poll, demanded a fcrutiny; and 
the SherifF granted it. Every one knows that the Sheriff car* 
ried his partialities for the lofing candidates, who demanded 
the fcrutiny, to the greateft lengths ; yet, partial as he was, 
and although his friends were diminiftiing their opponent's 
majority daily by the fcrutiny, he gave them notice thathis 
duty bound him to flop the fcrutiny, for the purpofe of mak- 
ing his return on the day the writ was returnable : he acconb 
ingly flopped it, and made his return. If this Sheriff, inte- 
refted as he was for thofe who .were gaining by the fcrutiny, 
conceived it poflible for him to be fan6tioned by any law or 
precedent in making a fpccial return, and going on with the 
fcrutiny, would he not have donefo ? Undoubtedly he would j 
9nd the kind of return he made, proves that be would* if be 

thought 
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thought he might. Unwilling that thofe who were obnoxious 
jlo himihoald fit in the Houfe, he returns all the four can4ir 
dates 't and this he does as the laft and greateft a£t of friendihip 

' he could confer on bis friends, "previous to the extind^ion of 
his authority, viz. the returh of the writ. I do not fay that 
in 9iaking this double return the Sheriff did right : but right 
or Wrong, it proves this— that all the fervice he could render 
his friends he did. Does any one doubt that the two candi* 
dates, thus aided by the Sheriff, and in the a£l of growing 
daily upon their adverfaries by the fcrutiny, would not prefer 
the partial^ the kind and favouring tribunal of their deter- 
mined friend the Sheriff, to the Houfe of Commons, had they 
fuppofed that any thing could juflify him in continuing the 
fcrutiny after the meeting of Parliament ? —But fo frighthil an 
idea was never cherifhed ; and thev held them lei ves bound for 
«ver id gratitude to the Sheriff, for having, included them in 
his return. An honourable gentleman, whom 1 fee in his 
place, but who I believe ncfither fees nor hears me at this mo- 
ment, (Mr. Jenkinfon) knows full well that all I am ftating 
relative to the Oxfordihire ele<5bion is flridily true. He can- 

^ not eaiily have forgotten the part he took in that memorable 
tranfa<9ion. He engaged eagerly in the conteft, and embarked 
in that intereft, which I (hould certainly have embraced, had 
I been of an age to form an opinion, and to aft upon it. That 
honourable geptleman can atteft the veracity of this recital ; 
bat it were vain flattery, I fear, to hope that he will rife up . 
-to-night and vindicate, by his voice and his vote, the princi- 
ples of the caufe he then fupported, and which gained his 
friends the eleSion. 

He muft remember that a long difcuffion took place in this 
Houfe, touching the right of a certain clafs of copyhold te- 
nants, who voted for thofe who had the majority upon the 
poll i and that the difqualification of this defcription of voters 
feated thofe in the Houfe who were loweA upon the poll and 
tthe (crutiny And here I muil obferve, what a flrong and 
unanfwerable confirmation of the point I am endeavouring to 
eftabliih, fprings from a careful review of the Oxfordihire 
cafe. The caufe of the unfuccefsful candidates was pleaded 
at the bar by one of the greateil charadlers of that .time, and 
one of the greateft ornaments of this, I mean Lord Camden, 

s-qutm gratia honoris nomino. A queftion was agitated to afcer- 
tain a peculiar qualification, which bore the moft inaufpici- 
pus, and, as it afterwards proved, the moft fatal afpefl to^ 
wards his clients.. If any objeftlon to determine the point • 

^pon that ground cpuld poffibly be fwpported, does any one 
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doubt that his ingenuity and penetration woi^ld hot have dit 
cov^^red it ? Does any one doubt that he w6uld have enforced 
that objefkion with all that perfpicuity and fervor of elo- 
quence, which fo much charadlerize that nobl^ Lord t But 
file idea of a Sheriff withholding a return^ on accoiuit of a 
Scrutiny, never once occurred to him, nor to thofe who ma- 
liaged it within the bar ^ Nor do I beUeve, untili this time, (to 
^niwer the hudahle purpofe q[ tlve prefent moment) did it ever 
^ter into the head of any n^an as te^al or pra£licablie. 

So nxuch for the O^fordihire cafe, which, I maintoia, goet 
yirith ui in all its points and principles. 

With refpeik to the Weftn>ir>ft©r cafe in 1749, a learned 
gentleman (Mr. Hardir^) who has (poken withmuch tiveH« 
m&, hnx without one word of legal argument, tells you, the 
Scrutiny then and the fcrutiny now are cafes txsuBtlj in 
pomt. In contradidion to that, I affirm^ tfa^t not the leaft 
Cmiiitudie fuhfift^ between them. In this cai^ the writ is 
felUFnaj>l& uporv the i&th day of M^y; in th^t, no precife 
lime is mentioned fbr the retum ; ;\nd herecon^fts the whole 
difl^rence. Every one knows that the ele6lion of Trenthan^ 
9Ad Vandeput was upon a vacancy, in confequence of Lord 
T^ntham^s accepting a feat at the Board of Admiralty^ Upon 
^ eeneira) ele6lion, the King calls a Parliament fbr the difpatch 
oigreat aiv]( uiigent affairs, and he calls it to meet upon a par« 
licular day : ni^w, Sir, obferve, if there be no compulfioa 
vpon. returning officers to nkike their returns by that espref^ 
time, what is to become of the great and urgent affaiiir& for 
thedifpatch of which His Mnjeily calls a Parliament ? 

Can you reconcile for one moment, that the nation ihould 
bp bound by laws, and burthened with taxes to which they 
4}d not ^onfent ; that the Kmg fhould have no Parliament^ 
9^.4 the People no reprefentatives, to difpatch the weighty and 
urgent affiiirs tl>ey are called to confidier by a particukir day^ 
only beqauie it is the whim, or fancy, or wickednefs, of a 
veturning officer, at his leifure, to keep them employed in the 
)ong laborious buAnefs of a fcrutiny I But, during the exiftt 
ence of Parlian>en.t, when a writ iiTcies upon a vacancy, no 
paisticulap day is named for its return. A poU or a fcrutiny 
(which means only a ^oo-tinuatiorv of the poll in aoother form) 
ipoAy he carried on, becaufe it does not in the leaft infringe up- 
on the exigency of the writ ; becaufe no particular- time ia 
paientiocbed for the return, and becaufe His Majefty does not 
call upon that individual reprefentative to comeupor> a precife 
^y, fofthe difpatch of great and urgent affairs that affe(^ 
^ People, as upon A geoeral ele^iQjii,. This> therefore, con^ 
4 ftuute% 



A; i7l84» D E B A T E 5. n 

ftitutes th« .diitinfiion, and it is a wide and a material dIjA:ln€« 
tibn — ^The grievance, from the abfenjce of one reprefentativ^ 
is flighty and thelaw, in that cafe, admits a fefutiny; but itk 
ther other cafe, to withhold the return beyond the time «i)f* 
pointed, is infringing the exigency, and violating the terms 
on which it was iilued ; which are, that the Parliament muli: 
meet upon that cxprefs ddy, for that exprefs purpote. 

Why there fhould be this diftindion-"-why the cdmptlllion 
,cf a return, by a fpecified period, {hould not exiftj is well ill 
cafes of vacfancy, as of general eleftion^ is not now the point 
in dilpi^te. If it be, as I think it is, a defeat, it only icrve* 
to jrove, that in the beft works of huiiian wifdom there at« 
fiaws and imperfections. Our aim is to find out What is the 
law, not why it is the law ; ahilj from the wholei It is clear, 
that the High Bliiliff of Weftminfter, in over-fleplping thi^ 
dillin£lion, and granting a fcrutihy to Commence after the 
Jay of the general return, has broken every ftatubfi that ap«- 
pears upon this fubjetSl in your books, and gone in the face of 
every precedent that can be found in your Journals.— ^Mr* 
Pox faid a few words upon thfe Carnarvon cafe, and uport 
fomethine that fell from the Mafter of the Rolls upon it* 
'The Mauer of the Rolls made a fhort obfervation^] 

The third ground, rtfumes Mr. Fox, upon which I fliall 
talce up this fubjeft, is upon that of the analogies of law ; and ' 
upon this I fhall detain the Houfe only with a few words $ not 
only beciufe my ignorance of that profeffion difqualifies me 
from treating the point fully, but becaufe all that can be faid 
has been Urged, with the greateft force and eiFe<Sl pofUble, by 
the learned gentleman who appeared at youfbar in my behalu 
the proof oi which is, that not a pofition they have advanced 
upon the legal analogies, has been controverted by the learned 
gentlemen who pleaded for the High Bailiff without the bar, oT 
thofe venerable Judges and Crown lawyers, who have at«- 
tempted to defend him within the bar. Little, therefare, re* 
mains for me to fay ; but, little as I affe6t to have of infoif- 
ihation upon this part of the fubjeil, I have enough to know* 
tiiat wherever the gentlemen on the other fide have attempted 
to aflimilate this cafe with legal analogies, they have ccn>- 
pletely and entirely failed* They have endeavoured to efta* 
blifh, thnt an oflScer may go on to execute thtfobjedk for which 
the writ was ifTued from the Courts in Weftminfter-Half; 
even after the day on which the writ is returnable. Yes, Sir, 
,he may go on ; but how ? Upon the authority of the expired 
/writ? — No, by no means. He goes on by a new power 
given him by that Court whence the writ originally iiTue^ 

to 
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to^ complete that which the premature expiration of his firff 
commiiiion prevented his a:ccomplifliing. In a word, the court 
has the power of rendering efiedlual its own procefs, and there^ 
fore grants a writ of venditioni expoaasy where the Sheriff bal 
not been able to fell the goods levied under the firft writ ; and 
many other writs of dinerent titles, for the purpofe of com« 
pleting that pirocefs the court has begun. But has any nnui 
faid, that without a frefli authority, any Sheriff, or any oflS- 
cer of any court of law, can proceed a fingle ftep under the 
old writ, one fingle hour after the day named for its return? 
I fay no. Sir. There is not one man, however ignorant in 
other things, who does not know that all the authorities of aU 
writs are' defunft and extinft on the day named for their re^ 
turn. It is admitted, that the court can grant a new power 
to compleat its own procefs. Now, Sir, to fliew the gentle- 
men on the other fide that they have not a fhred of analogry to 
fupport them, 1 will fuppofe, tor a moment, that the writ un- 
der which the High Bailiff carried on this eledtion, had been 
iffued from this Court— what writ, or what legal authority 
can you give him to finiflx that which, he fays, is ftill de- 
pending ? None, I fay, Sir. A court of law can efieduate 
its own procefs, by giving its oflSper a new power on thede- 
mife of the old : but did you ever hear of one court granting 
an authority to accompliflx the purpofe of a a writ iffued from 
another? Never. Such a thing was never heard of. And 
how ftands the fa6i: here; that the Court of Chancery iffues 
the writ, and the Houfe of Commons (another court) is to 
fend forth a frefli writ, to fini/h that which has not been 
finiftied under the King's writ iffuing from Chancery, the 
duration of which ceafed on the i8th of May. See the infi- 
nite ahfurdity into which thefe poor attempts to make out 
analogies involve the fupporters of the High Bailiff. Will _ 
they fay, though this Houfe cannot iffue a fupplemen^ 
power, the ufual officer for making out parliamentary writs 
can. Try it, Sir, and you will puzzle all the writ-tramers 
belonging to the Houfe : I will venture to fay, that all the 
fkill of the Crown Office, and all the (kill ot the Court o( 
Chancery combined, will be at a lofs in what fhape or modlf. 
to frame an inftrument fo exotic and hideous. I will not pufk 
this point farther, fatisfied that no candid man can have afe- 
cond opinion upon the fubjedl ; and fhall conclude this part of 
my fpeech with affirming, that the ftatutes, the precedentSj^ 
and analogies of law. aflert and eftablifh the truth of my ho- 
nourable Iriend's motion i and that, by thofe three tefls, I aod 

clcarljf 
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alearly entitled to the judgement of this Houfe againft tlie 
conduia of the High BailiflFof Weftminfter. 

The fourth and laft ground of confideration, is upon that 
of expediency, upon found fenfe, and general policy; and 
here I fhall have as little trouble as upon the three former 
ground* to eftablUh every poiition, and to (hevy th6 Houfe 
the miquity of this proceeding. Thecondu6t of this Bailiff 
not only^ violates the fpirit and letter of every law, but abfo- 
lutely, in fo far, fubverts the main principles of the Britifh 
Conilitution. When the King calls a 4iew Parliament, the 
faif prefumption is, that the * great and urgent affairs,' for 
which he calls them together, dentand their hnmediate de-i 
liberation. It is clear that our anceflors were extremely 
cautious that nothing fhould prevent or obftruft their meet- 
ing; and, left returning officers fhould be inftrumental to 
this c>bftru6tibn, all the ftatutes, and all the precedents that 
bear upon this matter, confirm their jealoufy, and prove their 
diligence to guard againft abufes. The mifcondud of return- 
ing officers, the facility of the evil, and the dangerous confe- 
quences refulting from it, were the evident and avowed caufe 
of making thofelaws which I have mentioned, and which were * 

avowedly intended to reftrain them. Let but the conduft of 
the High Bailiff of Weftminfter be fandlified this night by this 
Houfe, and I challenge the ingenuity of mankind to fliew a 
more efieftual mode of putting the nation into the hanxls of" 
returning officers, 

Whjit fecurity can any man have, that a Parliament fliaU 
meet vehen the King calls it, if you eftabiilh this precedent ? 
An hbnourable friend of mine, who has this day ipoken for 
the firft time, (Sir James Erflcine) and who has exliibited 3t 
pow.ti of fancy, and force of argument, that give a high pro- 
mi fe of his making a fplendid figure in this Houfe, has faid^ 
it was poffible the Houfe of Commons of England might, up- 
on the aflembling of a new Parliament, be confined to the 
members froA Scotland, where all fcriitinies precede eleftions^ 
and where the pofitivenefs of the law prevents the coitimiffion 
of thefe knaveries. • Now, although the brilliant fancy of my 
honourable friend might, perhaps, have ftretched the poffibi^ 
lity a little too far, is there a man Who will engage, that this 
cafe once fandlified, the example will not be followed to the 
moft calamitous excefs? The exaft number of 5i3Engliflx 
inembets might not indeed be abfent upon the meeting of a 
new Parliament; but will any man fay why 20, why 60^ 
why 100, nay, why 200, might not, by th© ignorance, by 
the caprice, by the folly, by the ftupidity^ ©r (what is more 

Vol. XV. Q^ analogous 
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analogous to the cafe in queftion) by the bafenefs or treachery 
of a returning ofScer, remain unreturned ? Here I muft no- 
tice the low, the little, the miferable allufions which are fo 
frequently made, by thofe bver-againft me, to the place that 
did me the honour of fending me to Parliament j but it is a 
poor and a pitiful kind of triumph. Much as they may afiefi 
to exult, -nothing can be clearer than their difappointment up- 
on the occafion, and the petition lately prefented againft my 
feat for Kirkwall, proves their mortification to a certainty. 
And indeed it appears from the condudl of Government, that 
Scotland is the only place that could return me, as the &me 
ihamelefs perfecution 'would, no doubt, have followed me in 
any other place in England ; fortunately there was one part 
of the kingdom where their oppreffion could not profper, and 
from which their violence and injuflice could not excludiein& 

Sir, I do really believe that the fupporters of this extraor- 
dinary bufinefs look but a fhort way, and do not at all calcu- 
late or count upon its probable efieiS^s. If there had not been 
an a£t of Parliament exprefsly to regulate fcrutinies in the 
city of London, who can fay that^ at this moment, when 
laws are to be made as ferious and interefting as any that ever 
pafled in this country ; when great and weighty impofitions 
mufl be laid upon the fubje£ts ; when new and important re- 
gulations are to be entered upon, concerning the commerce, 
the credit, and revenues of the nation — who can fay that at 
this time the capital of the country, fo deeply and iupremely 
interefted in all thefe obje<5ls, might not be deprived of repre- 
ifentation as well as the city of Weftminfter ? — But, Sir, I 
beg pardon — I am doing injuflice. The Sheriffs of Londlon 
are too well acquainted with their duty, and too zealous for 
the honourable difcharge of it, to have been guilty of fo grofs 
an outrage upon the laws of the land, or lent themfelves to be 
the vile and fordid inflruments of fo bafe a bufinefs. 

But the chara£ter of an officer is a weak fecurity againfi the 
abufe of an office. Under men lefs informed, and lefs te- 
nacious of their official reputation, who can fay (if an exprefs 
a6l: had not rendered it impoffible) that the patrons of Sir 
Cecil Wray, who are alfo the patrons of Mr. Atkinfbn, 
might not pradlife the fame flratagem in the city of London, 
and, by that manoeuvre, prevent the wifhes and the fentiments 
of the capital from being declared in this Houfe,* through the 
conflitutional organ of their reprefentatives? — They, Sir, I 
affirm, are weak and foolifh men, rafh and giddy politicians, 
who by fupporting a meafure of this kind, become parties in a 
precedent, capable of producing confequences which flrike at 
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the fource and root of all legiflation. For it is the fundamen- 
tal maxim of our conftitution, that the confent of the Prople 
by' their reprefentatives is eflential and indifpenfable to thofe 
.laws that are to govern them. 

Upon this, however, a curious fort of reafoning is adopted, 
and a noble Lord (Lord Mulgrave) fees no evil in a defe£l of 
reprefentatives for Weftminfter, as it is virtually reprefented 
by thofe who fit here for other places. In the principle that 
every member is bound to the common intereft of all, I cer- 
tainly do agree, but I beg leave to fet myfelf wholly againfl 
the general argument of virtual reprefentation. We have too 
mach of virtual, and too little of real reprefentation in this 
Houfe ; and to the prefent hour I never heard, that the moft 
determined enemy to a parliamentary reform ever urgod, that 
the virtual reprefentation of the country was fo complete a 
fubftitute for real reprefentation, as to deem it wife and falu- 
tary upon flight occafions, or upon any occafioa to lefTen that 
which is already much too little. The whole tide of reafon- 
ing has, on the contrary, run in the other channel, and the 
great argument for a parliamentary reform, has been founded 
upon this very defedt of real reprefentation, which the noble 
lx>rd over-againft me is fo zealous to diminifh As the ho* 
nourable gentleman near him, however, (Mr. Pitt) is the pro- 
fefied friend of that reform in the reprefentation of the people 
of this country, which I have in common with him fo long 
laboured in vain to accompli (h ; I fhall hope to fee him flating 
this very cafe of Weftminfter, to induce the Houfe to adopt 
the mbtion which will be made upon that fubjed, by my 
honourable friend (Mr. Sawbridge) in a few days. Of the 
prolperity of that motion, I now entertain real confidence, the 
boalced power in this Houfe of the right honourable gentle- 
man infures fuccefs to any meafure he abets. No queftion 
therefore can be entertained of attaining it, if the honourable 
gentleman is ferious upon the fubjeft ; for furely the People 
of England can never be perfuaded, that the majority which 
fupported the Minifter in vindicating a AivcSt violation 
of the law of the land, in the perfon of Mr. Corbett, 
could have failed him in endeavouring to efFe£l an objedl: fo 
long looked for, fo loudlv called for, and fo efTentially necef- 
lary to the fecurity of tne conftitution and the good of the 
nation, as a reform in the palpably defedtive reprefentation of 
the People in this Houfe. 

The fame noble Lord attempts to ftrengthen his caufe witk 
a fpecies of argument ftill more extraordinary, if poffible, 
khan the former, although of nearly the fame nature. He 

Q^a tells 
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tells you that leprefenting Weftminfter has been a mere nd^ 
honour ; and after ftating the choice of Lord Rodney when 04 
foreign fervice, leads you to this inference, that the elegit 
of Weftminfter are wholly unfolicitous whether they are le- 
prefented or not. This is rating the eledors of Weftminfter 
at alow eftimate indeed ; but 1, Sir, who know them better 
than the noble Lord, deny that they are fo infenflble to the 
blefllngs of the Br itifh conftitution as his argument pretends. 
•The eledlors of Weftminfter have refcued themfelves from 
this imputation. Sir, they are ferioufly anxious to be' repre. 
fented, and they tell you fo. But I remember, when abfence 
was deemed a difqualification for naval officers upon a Weft* 
minfter ele6lion. I remember when Lord Hood was in the 
zenith of his fame, that a perfon now in my eye (Lord Mahon) 
urged his abfence to the ele6lors, as a ground of rejcdion, and 
advifed them to prefer Sir Cecil Wray^ who was* prcfent 
and able to reprefent them, to Lord Hood who was abfent and 
unable. This^ though not my argument (wbofe opinion is 
uniformly, that all eledors of all places (hould eledl the men' 
of their choice) was the exaiSl argument of the prefent fup- 
porters of Lord Hood, in favour of that of Sir Cecil Wray, 
who then oppofed him, but who now (in his enmity to any 
junftion after pa ft oppofition, in his utter abhorrence of all 
coalitions) is linked with that very Lord Hood in ^ties of 
friendftip and good faith, which he certainly never will 
violate. 

Efforts, Sir, have been made to explain the a£l of George II. 
to the exculpation of this High Bailiff; and his fupporters 
Affeft to juftify him upon his declared difficulty in making up 
his confcience. Why, Sir, the verv a6k they attempt to 
/liield him under, is his ftrongeft condemnation. The oath 
impofed in that aft, only binds him to decide to the beft of 
his judgement by a limited time. Lives there, one man who 
ihall fay, this man v^ould have incurred the penalties of per- 
jury, if he had returned the majority upon the poll? Lives 
there one man, who thinks the difquietude of his confcience 
alone prompted him to make the return he has made, when 
they muft fee a thoufand inftances every day of decifions ot 
confcience, in cafes a thoufand times more ambiguous anci' 
folemn ? Twill aik the Houfe, whether this^High Bailiff has 
appeared to them, in the courfe of this bufinefs, fp fpotleiS| 
fo immaculate, fo confiftent, as to induce them to give him 
Credit for a delicacy of nerve, and a tendernefs'of fcruple, be- 
yond any other man living? Every perfon in the exercife of a 
jijMJici^l tuiiidtioft, iUnds precifely in his predicament. What 
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ihould become of ys, if a judge were for ever to delay juflfcfe* ^ 
until he could make up hi$ confcience-to the minuteft point of 
•precife accuracy upon every doubt ? There are few cafes upon 
which a man cannot form fome opinion ; all that is required ' 

• -^here is, to form the beft opinion he can, and if feven weeks 
did not afford the High Bailiff time enough to determine, it 
is furely hard with thofe who are obliged to decide almoft im- 
mediately in the moft important interefls of humanity. My 
honouraole friend ^ho made this motion, with that weight 
and wifdom that accompany all his obfervations, has adverted 
to the cafe of jurors. Have you then patience at this man's 
pretence of confcience, when you refle£l that twelve men 
muft all concur before they go out of court, in a judgement, 
vrhich perhaps configns a fellow-creature to an ignominious 
d^ath ; the cafe may be doubtful too, and they niufl all con- 
cur in a few hours at moft. 

It is unneceffary to pufh this point farther. 1 appeal to the 
Hoyfe. There are feelings which even party prejudices can- 
not difpoflefs us of. We owe to each other a certain candour ; 
and, lam fure, I fhould be thoroughly fatisfied to put this 
naatter to the private anfwer of any man who hears me; if I 
were qnly to afk him, upon his honour as a gentleman, 
"Whethter he really believes the return of this. High Bailiff is 
^ aft of confcience ? And whether he thinks, if 1 flood in Sir 
Cecil Wray's place, and he had my majority, that we fhould 
ever have heard of this man's difliculty in givmg judgement ; 
or ever been infulted with this mockery of his fcruples ? 
To fhew, in another flriking point of view, that this fcru- 
^ tiny is againfl the law, let the Houfe reflefk, for a moment, 
upon its utter ineflScacy tp enable the High Bailiff to form a 
judgement ; as that is the pretended caufe of it. What means 

' has.he of exploring thofe things which he now afFefts to en- 
tertain doubts upon ? He can command no witnefs ; he can 
compel no appearance ; he has no legal authority of penetrate- 
ing the obfcurity of any faft like other Judges ; he can admi- 
niuer no oath ; he can impart no remedy to the party aggrieved, 
by fp tedijDus and vexatious a procefs ; he can award no qofls; 
he can try no offence that occurs in the execution of this im- 
portant duty ; he is governed by no precedents ; he is bound 
by no decifions ; what he affirms to-day, he may deny to- 
morrow; he has, in a word, all the means of doing injuftice^ 
jaqd no one power or competent faculty to do juflice. Yet to 
this fpecies of tribunal is this Houfe going (in violation of law 
gnd practice) to fend me and my caufe^ on purpofe to evade 

one 
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one which is fully adequate, efFeftive, and vigorous; I mean^ a 
Committee under Grenville's bill. 

A noble Lord cxprefles his fufpicions of the fincerity of 
my praifes of Grenville's bill, and fays, he imagines there 
is ^ a fnake in the grafs ;' it is mod true, that 1 have had 
my doubts upon the effed^s of that bill, when it fird pafied 
into a law ; but, Sir, it is exerting the word tyranny upon 
the underftanding of men, if they are to be for ever con- 
demned for having entertained doubts upon a fubje<9: purely 
theoretical. Extinft is every idea of freedom, an<J loft is 
the boaftcd liberty of debate, and the fpirit of free-thinking 
in this country, if men are to be debarred from profiting by 
praftice, and changing opinion upon the conviflion of ex- 
periment. All I can fay. Sir, is, that the many falutary 
effefts of that bill have long fince complete/y converted 
me ; and I do aifure you, in great fincerity, that no man 
living reveres and loves it more than I do. There can be 
no ftronger proof of its fuperior excellence, than that the 
evafion of it is the only poflible means by which his Majefty's 
Minifters could perpetrate this grofs a£l of injuftice- Tnc 
moft infallible of all tefts, the teft of repeated pradlice, af- 
fcrts its virtues ; and my attachment to it is not a little in- 
creafed, for that it refembles that ineftimable right, one of 
the few that Englifhmen have yet to boaft — the trial by 
Jury. Oh, that it were poflible to mould this Houfe into 
the fize and charafter of a Jury — of twelve men a£ting, in- 
deed, upon confcience, and fworn upon oath, to give a true 
verdifl according to evidence ! How cafy fhould 1 feel con- 
cerning the iffue of this difcuffion ! 

In addition to all thefe arguments, will the Houfe refieA 
that this fcrutiny is not final in deciding the right of fitting 
here ? Will they refleft, that after all the wafte of time, af- 
ter all the cxpence, all the labour, all the fatigue, which 
are indifpenfable upon it, its termination (whenever it may* 
happen) is but the commencement of another proccfs, before 
a judicature capable and competent to adminifter jufticc, 
with a new feries of expence, and labour, and fatigue. 
And who can tell us when this fcrutiny fhall conclude ? 
The granting it is not more illegal and opprefEve, than the 
duration is uncertain and indefinite : Who can promifc 
when fuch a confcience as Corbett's will be quieted ? And 
who will venture to fay, that after one, two, three, or tm 
years invcftigation,.the High Bailiff's confcipnce may not be 

as 
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a$ unfatisficd, even upon the fcnitinjr, as it appears at this- ' 
moment) after a feven week's poll ? i ' 

^ But,'* lay the fupporters of the High Bailiff, « this Houfc 
*' will take care that there is no vexatious delay in the bu- 
•* .finefs, and will from time to time call upon him for a 
** return, or for the caufe that may prevent his making 
.** one." — I underftand that argument perfedWy well, Sir; 
and it is of itfelf fufficient to fliewthe groffnefs of this pro- 
ceeding. When the Bailiff will be called on to makft a re- 
turn, and when he will obey that call, can be very eaiily 
^ conceived indeed. If it were poffible for this man, in the 
courfe of this fcrutiny, to ftrike off fi6m my numbers fo 
many as would place Sir Cecil Wray on the head of the 
poll, I have not the fmalleft doubt that all delays fubfequent 

. to fuch an eyent would appear juft as frivolous, as vexatious 
and oppreffive, to the gentlemen on the oppofite bench (the 
Miniltry) and to the High Bailiff '^ confcience, as the whole 
proceeding now appears to me, and to the injured ele£tors 

. of Weftminfter. Upon all the confiderations, therefore^ 
that I have mentioned — the inordinate expence ; the ineffi- 
cacy of the tribunal ; the obvious neceflity of afterwards re- 
forting to a more adequate and competent judicature 5 the 
certainty that this precedent will be the fource of future op- 
preffions j the dangerous example of it to other returning 
pfficers, who, under the fan£tion of this cafe, can give full 
fcppe to their partialities, their caprices, and corruptions. ; 
the circumftance of depriving fo great and refpedtable a 
body of men of their reprefentation in this Houfe j the re- 
cognizing that dreadful dodrine, that a King may be with- 
out a Parliament, and the people without reprefentation, at 
. the mere will and bare difcretion of any low, mean, igno- 
rant, bafe, and wretched being, who may happen to be a 
returning officer 5 from all thefe confiderations, therefore, I 
am convinced^ and I hope I have convinced this Houfe^ 

' that if no ftatute could be found upon the fubjedl, that if 
the common law were Clent, and that legal analogies gave 
no light upon the fuhje£t, even upon the grounds of com- 
mon-fenfe and expediency, the law is clear and intelligible*, 
But when all thefe concur to define and to decide the law ; 
when pofitive ftatute?, when pradlice and precedents, when 
the analogies of law, and the arguments of expediency, 
founded upon the immutable principles of wifdom, reafon, 
and found policy, all combine and unite to ef^ahlifh and 
to-affext it, can I have any fe*r.to fty that this motiou 

ought; 
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ought to pafs, and that the High' Bailiff of Wcftminftcr, 
inftead of being permitted to proceed with this icrutinyj 
Ihould inftantly make a return of members for the city of ' 
Weftminfter? 

• Some gentlemen have argued, that this motion^does not .■ 
agree with the prayer of the petitiqif: let it be recollcftcd, : 
Sir, that the petition was prefentw by me with a TieVof 
its being referred to a Committ^ — [here the Miniftcr "gate . 
a token acrofs the houfe, as ifto deny the faft]. —Really, 
Sir, if there is not enough of candour to admit this aflertion' 
without1)eing explained, there feems but little chance of t 
fair hearing, or of a fair conftruftion, upon points much . 
more material. I again declare it was- prefented for thc^ 
purpofe I have defcribed. A majority of this Houfc. decided^ ' 
that the petition was not cognizable by Mr. Grcnville** 
bill •, and it was upon a fuggeftion from the other fide of 
the Houfe, that I prefented it the fame day to fave time^ ' 
^nd prayed that counfel might be heard at the bar in.favdttr 
* of it. The fole objeft of that petition was, that thisHouffJ 

mighfc order fuch a return, as would come under the jurxfi^ 
diftion of a Committee j the motion before you goes pre-* , 
cifely to the fame point, and to no Other. 

To that argument, if it deferves the name of argument^ 
that we arc inconfiftent in defiring the High Bailiff t<* 
make a return, when we contend that all his authority 
under that writ is compleatly dcfun£l 5 it is alqioft unne*' , 
ceffary to reply, becaufe it evidently defeats itfelf. In 
contending that the High Bailiff was fundus ofiuio on the 
18th of May, we are' fortified by law; and, in defiring he" 
would make fome return, we are juftified by precedent. 

We contend, and contend with truth, that the wri^- 
under which the High Bailiff carried on the ele£lion, being 
returnable on the 18th of May, on that very day deprived • 
the Bailiff of all judicial authority^ and divefted' him of 
all legal power under that writ. To proceed with a fcru^ 
tiny is a great aft of authority ; to tell* us who have in his : 
opinion the majority of legal votes, is not. That this Houfe 
(hould order a returning officer to commence a fcrutiay few , 
veral days after the pofitive day on which his writ was Vc* 
turnable, cannot be parallelled by a fingle cafe in aH the '* 
hiftory of Parliament — That it ihould order a returning 
officer, who tells you he proceeded to an eleftion, carried on 
a poll for a fufficicnt time, and that he thcti clofed thtt * 
I pott • 
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loll of his oWn authority, to make a return, has happened 
.gain and again. We do not defire him to exercife any 
urifdi£lion under that writ now, we only defire him to ac* 
[uaint us with the fruits of the jurifdi£kion which he has 
rxef*cifed under it. 1 have done fo and fo, fays the KJigh 
iailifF—- Tell us what you mean, is all we fay. *« I have, 
« oA fuch a day, proceeded to an eledion, fays he, I have 

* carried on. a poll for forty dayvS ; I have, on the day be- 

* fore the return of the writ, clofed that poll of my own 
< authority i" — All this we underftand; in all this you 
ltd your duty; only tell us who are the candidates chofcn 
ipoxi this long poll ? We do not mean to fay you have at 
irefent any authority to do any thing under that writ; all 
irc '.tyrant to know is, what you have done when you had 
lufhcrity under it ? Let the Houfe refleft upon this fair and 
"t^fonable diftin£tion, and they will fee the paltrinefs of 
2)iofe quibbles, the mifery of thafe low fiibterfuges, which 
jnpiy_that we would bring " a dead man to life," and 
i^hicU imply an inconfiftency between the motiop and the 
trgum^nts advanced in fupport of it. 

"What, I beg leave to alk, has appeared to the Houfe ex- 
traordinary or uncommon in the ele£lion for Weftminfter, 
Hiiat juftifies this matchlefs violence? In all the variety of 
evidence they have heard at the bar, has there been a proof 
of one fingle bad vote on my fide? Not one; but there 
«iras much hearfay that I had bad votes: Sir Cecil Wray, 
and his agents told the High Bailiff they heard 1 had, — 
Qood God, Sir, am 1 addreffing men of common fenfe ? 
Old any of you ever yet hear of an election, wherein the 
loiing candidate did not charge bad,votes and bad pra£^ices 
tiipon the fortunate candidate? Peevifhnefs upon mifcar- 
riage is perhaps ah error, but it is the habit of human na- 
ture ; and, was the High BailiiF fo unhacknied in the ways 
of men, as to be unapprifed pf this frailty; or, are the dif- 
contents of bir Cecil Wray, and the loofe accufations of 
bis agents, the extraordinary things which the Houfe fees 
in the Weftminfter eleftion to juftify this proceeding ? Is, 
the. length of the eleflion one of thefe uncommon inci- 
dents ? j&y no means. The fame thing happened at Briftol, 
whpre, without doubt, a fcrutiny had been granted, if the 
returning o^$cer thought the law would bear him out in it. 
The fame thing happened at Lancafter, where a fcrutiny 
was demanded and yefufed ; and where, when the con- 

VoL.XV, R ncdioas^. 
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ne£):Ions of one * of the candidates are ^^onGdered, no 
doubt czp. be entertained^ that every ftratagem to procraf- 
tinate, every fcheme to perplex, every expedient'to harra&i 
all that a difpofition, not the mildelt when viftoriooSy nor 
the aioft patient when vanquilhed, all that wealth^ all thst 
the wantonnefs of wealth could do, would have beeir ex- 
erted ; and where a plan fo admirably calculated for lidga- 
tion» for vexation, for expence, for oppreilion, as a fcni* 
tiny, would not have been omitted, were it found legal or 
pra^icable. 

Let the Houfc refleft for a moment upon the facilitf 
of a colludon in a cafe of this fort, to keep a candidate 
from his feat, whofe right to it is clear, unqueftionedj and . 
unqueflionable. Suppofe that not one (ingle bad vote had 
been given for Lord Hood in the late eleftion, and that 
the noble Lord were not (he bed knows why) refigned and 
eafy under this pr6ceeding; what could be more hard an! 
cruel than his fituation ? Does not the Houfe fee that Mi* 
nifters will be enabled by this precedent, to exclude an-ob* 
noxious candidate for an indefinite fpace of time, even 
though his majority be the moft undoubted poffible^ and 
his election the faireft in the world ? It is only tor the lofing 
candidate to demand, and for the returning officer to grant 
a fcrutiny. Thefe are fome of the evils that prefent them- 
felves upon the recognition of this pra£tice, as right and 
legal — For my part, I fee nothing in the late eled^ion for 
Weftminfter peculiar and diftinft from many other eleo« 
tions, but this fingly — that I was one of the candidates*^ 
In that light it is already feen by every cool, difpaffionate, 
and fenfible man *, and that the whole nation will contenw 
plate and condrue the bufinefs of this night as an aft of 
perfonal opprefliou, I am thoroughly convinced; nor can 
they think otherwife, when they learn, that in all the law 
books of this country, in all your Journals, in all the hit 
tories of Parliament, in all the annals of ele£tions, in this 
great land of elections, where, from time to time, all 
that power, all that ingenuity, all that opulence could de^ 
vife or execute, has been tried in eleftions — where, in die 
vaft mafs of cafes that have happened, in all the mol- 
tipljcd variety of fingular and curious contefts we read and 
hear of, nothing is found that allimilates with, or autho* 

♦ Mr. I,owther the nephew of Sir Japfes Lowther, juft theft 
created Earl of Lonfdale. 
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rifes this fcrutlnjr, under thefe circumftanccs — not even 
by the word of men, in the worft of times. 
Sir^ I will acquit the honourable gentleman over againd 

* me (Mr. Pitt) of being the author, or of being a voluu- 
r tarjr inftrument in this vile affair ; and in that conceflion, 
' Sir, I do not give him much — it is but crediting him for 

a little common fenfe indeed, when I fuppofe that, from 
a regard to that Government of which he is the nominal 
leader, from a regard to his own charadler wi^h the world 
at this time, and his reputation with pofterity, he afts 
his part in this bufmefs not without concern. That he 
may be accufable of too fervile a compliance is probable 
enough} but of a free agency in it I believe he is guiltlefs. 
llot to him. Sir, but to its true caufe, do I attribute this 
fliameful attack ; to that black, that obftinate, that ftupid 
fpirit, which by fome ftrange infatuation pervades, and 
has pervaded the councils of this country, throughout the 
whole courfc of this unfortunate and calamitous reign — 
to that weak, that fatal, that damnable fyftem, which has 
been the caufe of all our difgraces, and all our miferies — 
to thofe fccret advifers, who hate with rancour, and re- 
venge with cruelty — To thofe malignant men, whofe cha- 
ra&er it is, to harrafs the obje£l: of their enmity with a 
jclentlefs and infatiate fpirit of revenge; to thofe, Sir, and 
not to the honourable gentleman, do I impute this unex- 
ampled perfecution. 

Having faid fo much as to the real authors of this mea- ' 

furei there remains another confi deration with which I am 
defirous to imprefs the Houfc ; it is a confideration, how- 
every which in policy I ought to conceal, becaufe it will 
be an additional incitement to my enemies to proceed in 

* their career with vigour; but it will, neverthelefs, fliew 
E, the extreme oppreflion and glaring impolicy of this fcrutiny 

—I mean, the confideration of expence. 

I have had a variety of calculations made upon the 
' fubjedl of this fcrutiny, and the lowed of all the edimates 
[ is i8,oool. this. Sir, is a ferious and an alarming confi- 
deration. But I know, it may be faid (and with a pitiful ._ 
triumph it perhaps will be faid) that this is no injury to mc, 
in as much as I fliall bear but a fmall part of the burthen — 
But this, Sir, is to mc, the bittercft of all refleftions. 

. Affluence is, on many accounts, an enviable date ; but 
if ever my mind languimed for, and fought that fituation, 

R 2 it 
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It is upon this occaflon; it is to find, that, when I can bear 
but a fmall part of this enornrous load of wanton expendi- 
ture, the inisfortuiv:: of my being obnoxious to bad mtn in 
high authority ftiould extend beyond niyfelf ; it is, when I 
find, that thofe friends whom I refpeft for their generoCty, 
whom I value for their virtues, whom I love for their aN 
tachment to me, and thofe fpirited conftituents to whom 
I am bound by every tie of obligation, by every feeling of 
gratitude, Ihould, befides the great and important injury 
they receive, in having no reprefentation in the 'popular 
Leg! flat ure of this country, be forced into a wicked wafte 
of idle and fruitlcfs colts, only becaufe they aie too kind, 
too partial to me. This, Sir, is their crime, and for theit 
adherence to their political principles, and their pcrfonal 
predileftion for me, they are to be puniQied with thefc 
complicated hardfhips. 

Thefe, Sir, are fad and fevere refleflions; and although 
I am convinced they will infufe fiefli courage into my ene- 
mies, and animate them the more to carry every enmity to 
the moil vexatious and vindi£^ive extremity, ftill it fliews 
the wickednefs of this fcrutiny, and the fatality of il5 
efFc£ls as an example for future Minifters. 

Little remains for me now to fay upon this fubjcft} 
jind I am fure I am unwilling to trefpafs more upon the 
Houfe than is barely necefTary. I cannot, however, omit, 
to make an obfervation upon an argument of two learned, 
^ gentlemen (the Lord Advocate and Mr, Hardinge) who 

concluded two very Angular fpeeches with this very fingalar 
pofition — That the Houfe had only to chufe between iflii* 
ing a new writ, or ordering the fcrutiny; that in its lenity 
it might adopt the latter method — but that their opinion 
was, for i fining a new writ. Now, Sir, if I, who think 
the old writ totally annihilated ; who think that its powers 
and authorities have been completely extinft fince the i8th 
of May, had delivered fuch an opinion, there would have 
been nothing in it inconfiflentj and 1 fliould certainly be 
for ifl'uing a riew writ in^preferenge to a fcrutiny, if the law, 
Ithe rcafon of the thing, and praSice of Parliament did not 
convince me, that the High BailiiF having finifhed the. 
eleftiori on the 17th, might make a return as of that 
day. But for the learned gentlemen who contend, that 
the old writ is ftill in full vigour and force •, who think, 
that the High BailifF has afted conftitutionaily and legalljr, 
and that a fcrutiny may go on after the return of the writ-« 
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for thofc gentlemen to aflert^ that xfluing a new one would 
be the fitter meafuie, is indeed extraordinary. Bur, Sir, 
againfi that pofition, that the Houfe might order the fcru- 
tiny to proceed, as a meafure of lenity, I beg leave direftly 

. to oppofe myfelf ! I beg leave to deprecate fuch lenity, fuch 
oppreflive, fuch cruej lenity ! r 

To iiTue a new writ is a fevere injuftice, and a great, 
hardfliip; but if I am ^forced to the alternative, if I am 

, driven to the neceffity of chufing between two evils, I do 
implore the Houfe rather to iflue a new writ, than to order 
this fcrutiny. Nothing can poffibly4)e half fo injurious, 
half fo burthenfome, half fo vexatious to me, and to my 
friends, as this fcrutiny; audit is evidently inefFeftual, as 
it cannot be fuppofed, that I fhould finally fubmic to the 
decifibn of a tribunal from which I have fo little juftice to 
cxpedl. There is nothing, I aflure the Houfe, to which 
I (hould not rather refort, than to the confcience of Mr. 
Thomas Corbett ; upon whom, I do not expeft, that the 

. tranflation' of the fcene fromCovent Garden to St. Ann*s, cr 
proceeding upon a fcrutiny inftead of a poll, will operate 
iuch converfions, as to give me any hope of his difplaying 
any other charader, or appearing in any other light, than 
that in which I have feen him upon many occafions 

' in his official capacity. Therefore, Sir, if it be only the 
alternative, I beg that the iffuing a new, writ may be the 
alternative you will adopt. In that cafe, I aiTure the ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr- Pitt) that I fliall immediately ap- 
ply to him for one of the Chiltern Hundreds to vacate my 
feat for Kirkwall, and inftantly throw myfelf, as my only 
chance for the honour pi fitting in this Houfe, upon the 
good opinio^ of the electors pf Weftminlter ; who, in a 
leafgn of phrenzy and general delufion ; who, when artifice, 
fallacy and impofture prevailed but too fuccefsfully in 
other parts of the country, difcovered a fagacity, a firm* 
nefs and adeadinefs, fuperior to the etFcfts of a vulgar 
and filly clamour; and who, upon the very fpot, the very 
fcene of aSion, manifefted that they underilood and de^ 
fpifed ^he hypocrify, the fraud and falfchood which gulled 
nhd duped their fellow fubjefts in other places, in the 
^vent of a new eleftion, I do anticipate future triumphs 
more brilliant, more fplendid if pofiible, than thofe I had 
Jately the honour of enjoying, I^ittle fear do I feel of fuc- 
1^8 with theeleaors of Weftminftier, who will not, I am 

fure, 
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fure, abandon me, until I defert thofe principlea which 
fitd recommended me to their favour. 

A perfon of great rank in this Houfe» has thrown oat t 
)iint or threat, I know not which to call it, in a former 
debat^y << that I fhould not again diflurb the peace of 
** the city of Wcftminfter.*' Good God, Sir, did any 
man ever hear fuch aggravating, fuch infulting infi- 
nuations? I difturb the peace of Weftminfter! Is that 
bonourable* gentleman not contented with breaking every 
law, with violating every ftatutc, with overturning every 
analogy and every precedent, to accomplifh this bufificjj; 
but mud he, at the very moment he thus makes a deep 
breach in the Engliih conilitution, compleat the cataloga(! 
of injury, by adding pertnefs and perfonal contumely, U> 
every fpecies of rafh and inconfidcrate violence ? 1 1 I diuurb 
the peace of this city, who have three times had the honoiir 
of reprefenting' it in this houfe ; I ! who was favoured with 
the free fufFragcs of its elediors, long, long, before any 
of thofc who lately oppofed me, were ever talked of, ever 
thought of for fuch a di(lin£lion ! Every man qualified to 
fit in Parliament, has a right to offer himfdf wherever be 
thinks proper; and it is indecent, daring and audacious, 
in any man, to infinuate, that he ought not to difturb the 
peace of the place. I, therefore, hope, Sir, that a Ian- 
guage fo peculiarly falfe and unbecoming towards me, and 
fo direftly repugnant to the genius and fpirit of the Con« 
ftitution, will meet with the difapprobation it deferves in 
this Houfe,, as it certainly will be received with merited 
odium and execration out of this Houfe. 

Upon the generous prote£lion of the ele£lors of this city, 
I fhall certainly throw myfelf, in cafe of a new writ 5 and, 
in doing fo, Sir, well I am aware, what feries of varioiu 
difficulties I have to encounter. Expences at ele£lions, ia 
defpite of every effort to reduce them, ftill continue moft 
exorbitant ; and how ill matched in funds and certain in- 
exhauftible refources, I (land with my opponents, is in- 
deed very unneceflary to explain — But, Sir, it is not in the 
article of expences that I Ihould moft dread the operation 
of that power that fuftains my adverfaiies; that power, 
which difcovers itfelf in charafters that cannot be miftaken, 
through every part of this tranfaftion. I muft be blindnot 
to fee, that the hand of Government appears throughout; 
this matter. When I confider the extreme care employed 
in preparing it for the meafures which have been taken in 

' thi» 
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this Houfc, in Confequence of it — when I confider the 
evident determination not to let it reft here — when I conC* 
der the extraordinary zeal and anxiety of particular perfpns 
in this Houfe, to flielter and to fanflify this High Bailiff 
— when I confider the fituation of thofe who take the lead, 
and are moft aftive in his vindication — when I confider 
the indifference of my adverfaries to the cxpenccs which 
refult from this fcrutiny, but which expences muft be 
a fevere ftroke upon the fpirit and independence of thofe 
by whom I am fupported — when I confider that all that 
artifice could diftate, and power could execute, have been 
' exerted upon this occafion, I can have no doubt, that the 
hand of a revengeful Government pervades it all. The 
oppoGtion of fuch a Government upon an eledlion, is 
A difcouraging circumftance ; and the likelihood of re- 
newing again thofe events which I have witnefied within 
the laft two months, is indeed a formidable and terrific 
profped* 

When I look back. Sir, to all the (hameful and (hocking 
fcenes of the Weftminfter eledlion — when I confider that 
my enemies pradifed all that was pofiible of injuftice, in- 
decency and irreverence, in their efforts to overwhelm 
riic — when I confider the grofs, the frontlefs proftitution 
of names too facred to be mentioned — when 1 confider, 
that all the influence of all the various branches of Govcrn- 
ihent was- employed againft me, in contempt of propriety, 
and defiance of law — when I confider, that a body of 
men was brought in the appearance of conftables, to the 
place of clcftion, under the command of a magiftrate, and 
againft the exprefs opinion of all the other magiftrates of 
Weftminfter — that thefe conftables broke that peace they 
were bound to preferve, and created a riot, which proved 
fatal to one of their own body — when I confider, that this 
was made the pretence of a wanton, an indecent, and un- 
cpnftitutional introduftion of the military, in violation of 
all that has been done by our anceftors, to keep facred the 
freedom of eledion — ^ when I confider that the lives of in- 
nocent men were deemed light and trivial impediments to 
fhe gratification of that implacable fpirit of revenge, which 
appears through the whole of this bufinefs — when I confi- 
der that feveral men of the lower order of life, whofc 
ftily crime was appearing in my intercft, were confin- 
ed many weeks in prifon and obliged to ftand trial, 

and 
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and * that others, of the higher ra'nk, ingenious and amiable 
men, valuable for their qualities, refpedlable for their cba- ' 
rafters, diftinguiflied for their abilitej, and every way me- 
riting the efteem of mankind, were alfo attacked without 
the uiew of a pretence, and obliged to undergo- the cere- 
mony of a public acquittal from the foul crime of murder- 
when I confidcr that palpable perjury and fubornation of 
perjury were employed to accomplifh the fanguinary objedt 
of this bafe confpir^cy — when I confidcr that the malig- 
nity of my enemies has ftopt at nothing, however grofs 
and wicked, to ruin me and all that appeared in my in- 
tereft — when I coniider all this. Sir, I cannot indeed but , 
look with fome anxiety to the circumftancc of a new 
cleftion* 

I am not. Sir, it is well known, of a melancholy com- 
pletion, or of a defponding turn of mind, yet the idea pf 
again combating, this hoft of oppreflions might, in other 
fituations, deter me from the rifle — But I owe too much* 
to the eleftors of Weftminfter, ever to abandon them from 
the dread of any confequcnces ; and I do afl'ure you, that I 
(hould conceive a new writ, with the hazard of all thefe 
hardlhips, as a great indulgence and favor, compared to 
that mockery, that infult upon judicature, a fcrutiny ^un- 
der Mr. Thomas Corbett. 

Sir, I have nothing more to fay upon this fubjeft — 
whatever may be the fate of the queftion, it will be a 
pleafing reflexion to me, that I have delivered my op!i- 
nions at full, upon a point fo important to that great and 
refpeftable body of men, to whom I am fo much indebted^ 
and I fincerely thank the Houfe fdr the honour of their pa^ 
tience and attention through fo long a fpeech. 

To the honourable gentleman over againft me (Mr. Pitt) 
I will beg leave to offer a little advice. If he condemns 
this meafure, let him not ftoop to be the inftrument of 
its fuccefs. Let him well weigh the confequcnces of what 
he is about, and look to the future effeft of it upon the 
nation at large. Let him take care, that when they fee 
all the powers of his adminiftration employed to over-' 
whelm an individual, mens eyes may not open fooner than 

♦ Thefe men were tried at the bar of the Old Bailey, and acquitted. 
A bill of indi6i:ment was ahb found againfl Mr. O'BrycB, but &• 
evidence was produced a^ainft him in court. 

the 
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iy would if he conducted himfelf within fomc bounds of 

c^nt difcretion, and not tl}us openly violate the; facred 

tticiples of the Gonftitution. A moderate ufe of his 

^prer might the longer keep people from reflefting upoa 

t extraordinary means by which he acquired it. But if the 

jlit honourable gentleman neglefts his duty, I fhall not 

rget mine. Though he may exert all the influence of 

I fituation, to harrafs and perfecute, he (hall find that 

t are incapable of unbecoming fubmiflions. There is a 

iticiple of refiftance in mankind, which will not brook 

2\i injuries; and a good caufe and a good heart will ani- 

ite men to ftruggle in pl-oportion to the fize of their 

rpngs, and the groflhefs of their oppreflbrs. If the Houfe 

ie£ls this motion, and eftablifhes the fatal precedent that 

II0W8 that fejeftion, I confefs I fliall begin to think 

ere is little to be expefted from fuch a Houfe of Com- 

ons* But let the queftion terminate as it may, I feel 

yfelf bound to maintain an unbroken fpirit through fuch 

triplicated difficulties 5 and I have this refledion to fo- 

ce me, that this unexampled injuftice could never have 

:^beed/ed, but by the moft dangerous and dcfperate exer- 

bn^ of a- Government, which, rather than not wound the 

Jjcft 6{ their enmity, fcrupled not to break down all the 

irciers of law — to run counter to the known cuftom of 

3r anceftors — to violate all that we have of pradice and 

"tccdent upon this fubjeft, and to ftrikc a deep blow into 

te'vcry vitals of the Engliffi conftitution, without any 

Sicr inducement or temptation, or necieflity, except the 

Malignant wifh of gratifying an inordinate and'iniplacable 

writ p{ rcfentment. 

■Mr. Chancellor Pitt fpoke to the following efl^ea— Sir, Mf Omm 

the tight honourable gentleman's reafon for being fo dt^ ccllor Pu^ 
reus of fecuring to himfelf the laft hearing in this debat;e, 
18 been in oi^der that his mad and violent aflertions might 
i& without opportunity Af being contradicted, I muft ac- 
lowledge, indeed, the prudence and policy of his conduit 
l; endeavouring to prevent a reply ; but I mud rejaice, 
?wcver, when charges are brought againft Adminiftration, 
i grofs as they are unfounded, that-I have the opportu- 
ity of rifing to refute the charge, to contradift the afler- 
ons, to defy that right honourable gentleman to proof^ 
id to afllert with equal haiKiinefs, and, I truft, with more 
rism equal truth, ^hat, in no rcfpeft, has Adminiftratioit 

VoL.XVv S . cxer. 
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cxcrcIfeJany undue influence; in no refpe£); have thcyl 
fo profligate as to furnifh thofe means which hayel 
hinted at — in no inftance have they fuborned witncflesi 
fwear away men's lives — in no refpcft whatever havef 
been acceifary to thofe violences, murders, perjuries, 
black catalogue of ofFenceSi which the right honoun 
gentleman calls up, by way of auxi^ary matter, to 
beilifh his fpeech, and to aflTift the Houfc in the ( 
of that grave, dry, conftitutional queflion, which is allt 
we have this night to.determine. Sir, if the right hoB 
able gentleman has his charge to bring^ the courts of 
country are open to him; I hope, and truft, Admia 
tion is not fo ftrong as to be able to refill any "juft ace 
tion that he can bring' againft them; I hope, on the ( 
hand, Adminiilration is not fo weak, us to give ways 
yield to the vehement afl!ertions, utterly unfupported, a 
evidently malicious — I hope oppofition is not fo ftroi^ 
I hope there is no faftion in this country fo ftrong, i 
bold, fo mad with defperation and difappointment, a^f 
throw out great and criminal charges againft Admin 
tion, without having either the intention, or th© me 
of the fhadow of any means, to fupport the apcufati 
which they venture fo roundly to make. 

I am not furprifed, indeed, if the fight honourable!^ 
tleman fhould attempt to reprefent himfelf its the mark 
objeft of miriifterial perfecution — ^With refpefl:, Sir, toi 
very cruel hardfhip he has juft complained of, na 
that he has not been allowed to have the laft word iat 
debate, I would only beg leave to remind both him and t 
Houfe/ that fo far from having, from his prefent fito 
an indifputable right to the laft word, it is contrary 1 1 
lieve, to a ftanding order; of your Houfe, that he is alloi 
to fpeak at all, or even to be prefent in the ^oufe; lore 
of your ftanding orders fays, ** That if any thing 'f 
** come in queftion touching the return or de£):ion of i 
*« member, he is to withdraw during the time the matterjj 
" ih debate." Such, then, is the cruel perfecution ( 
ing on againft the right honourable gentleman, that, fl, 
ftead of being forced to be filent, and to withdraw, be i 
allowed to fpeak often ten times a day on the fame que 
fometimes, Sir, for three hours at a time, filling his fp 
with every thing that is perfonal, inflammatory, atid i 
dious. I fay, neverthelefs, I am not furprifed, if he (h 
pretend to be the butt of minifterial perfecution ; and 'df\ 

ftriv 
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iving to e;ccitc the public compaflion^ he fhoulcl feek to 
iftatc himfelf in that popularity which he once enjoyjed, 
which he fo unhappily has forfeited ; for it is the bed 
moft ordinary refourcc of thefe political apoftates^ to 
t, and to offer themfelves to perfecution for the fake 
the popular predileflion and pity which ufually fall upon 
IHecuted men 5 itTjecomes worth their while to fuffer, for * 

^me, political martyrdom, for the fake of the canoniza- 
Qn that awaits the fuffering martyri^ and I make no doubt, 
1^ right honourable gentlpma'n has fo much penetration, 
IJUi at the fame time, fo much paiRve virtue about him. 
Bit he would be glad not only to feem a poor,/ injured, 
hrfecuted man, but that he would gladly feek an opportu- 
Jr of even really fuffering a little perfecution, if it be' 
Hble to find fuch opportunity. 

^XJpon the faifte ground. Sir, it would uhqueftionably be 
^ intercft,' and no lefs, I am fftrc, my wifli, to abftain 
mm every thing that has even this appearance, much 
Sbre that is in realitv any thing like perfecution; but 
5^ when great conftitutional queftions are involved, it 
Ibn becomes a Minifter to forego every other confidera- 
bta; and fo far, perhaps, to gratify his adverfary, as to 
.^fli him with the pretence of being the objc£k of mi- 
■lerial perfecution, (ledfaftly determining, at all hazards, 
hd contrary, perhaps, to his own convenience, to maintain 
^ true fpirit of the Conftitution. 

3 wi(h to meet the right honourable gentleman 011 the two 
Dfinds which he has laid down, and to decide upon the 
mc of "them — Firft, the propriety and expediency of 
Minting a fcrutiny ; and, fecondly, the legality of it under 
^ tht circumftances of the cafe — And here. Sir, let me 
B touch a little on the hardfliip which the right honour- 
le gentleman is faid to labour under. Now I do infift, 
lit ilhis fingle objeft is (as he fays it is) to bring the dif- 
Ltc to the dccifion of Mr. Grenville*s Committee, a fcru* - 
(j will not delay that decifion one moment; nay, it will 
e^ forward it ; for fiippofe the return, according to the 
IHiqn before the Houfe, to be made immediately, ftill the 
fcition before Mr. Grenville's Committee could not be 
kie'throogh this year; it muft therefore begin again, de 
»f, the next, and the latter end of next feffion would ar- 
^ before the queftion could be decided. On the other 
lid, let a fcrutiny be now inftituted, preparatory to the 
tition^ it will be finiflied, in all human probability, be- 
S z . for<i 
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^ore the beginning of the next feffion ; and tlie petidona 
whoever he may be, will come prepared, having his boi 
nefs cut fhort by this means, fo that the petition tnoft' 
finally decided in the early part of the next feffiou ; •r 
haps the confequence of a fcrutiny may be, that there 
come no petition at all. 
. But the right honourable gentleman wiihcs even in 
there might be a new writ, and new eJe£tion, rather tin 
a fcrutiny; now, let us fee how this would expedited} 
bufmefs? Why, Sir, if a new writ were iflued while tl 
Parliament is fitting, as this would be, all fides are agreef 
that the BailiflF would have perfeft right to profecutei 
fcrutiny whenever the poll is over; it being Uni VerfaUy al 
lowed, that fcrutinies are lawful in the cafe of ele^ioi 
during the fitting of Parliament. If you grant, therefoR 
the right honourable gentleman this curious wilh of hii 
the confequence will fiiUlply be, that after another fort? 
days poll, forty days riot, and forty days confufion, he wi 
find himfelf juft where he is at this moment, except, ill 
deed, that he will then be conftrained to own (from tliji 
precedent of Vandeput and Trentham, which wUl becod 
precifely in p9int)'that the High Bailiff, if he pleafes, wi 
then have an undoubted right to go on with the fcrutiny. 

Now, to fay the truth, the arguments of the right boJ 
nourable gentleman, if they prove any thing, muft neccJal 
rily prove what I have juft ftated ; namely, that there mafl 
be a new writ ; for he tells you, that after the i8tb d 
May, the Bailiff became fun/Ius officio ; that all the virti 
of his writ expired, and that the High Bailiff, after that da| 
was no longer, in this refpeA, High Bailiff, but wa6 tunw 
into a private perfon, and had no more right to inftitdi 
a fcrutiny than any one of us^ and yet. Sir, by the rcfoli 
tion before you, this Bailiff is ordered to do an a£l vhid 
no Bailiff, funBus officio^ can poffibly do ; namely^ to retofl 
the writ. The hand you order to fign the writ is a dca 
man's hand. Why furely. Sir, if the Bailiff, ever fincetk 
1 8th of May, has been like one of ourfelves, yoii maji 
well order one of us to make the return, as order the BA 
Bailiff to do it. So far, therefore, as the hardfhip of tW 
cafe is confidered, it is clear, that to let the fcrutiny pro- 
ceed, is a mitigation of trouble and expence; fince a ncf 
writ is the confequence of the honourable gentleman's ar- 
gument, and a new writ, as I faid before, would, fort} 

daji 
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days hence^ exaAly bring us to that point where vrt are 

now arrived. 

I muft beg the Houfe, then, to confider coolly and 
diftindUy what the motion before you tends to: it. does not, 
indeed, command the High Bailiff to return Lord Hood and 
Mr* Fox, as the honourable gentleman firil intended, and 
as his petition prayed ; that is now found out to be too 
monftrou^, for that would be no lefs than to make this Houfe 
the ele&ors of its qwn members, ufurping at once the of- 
fice of returning officer, and the right of ele£ling the repre- 
fentatives of the People. That ground, I fay, Sir, is (bifted; 
and to what does the refolution now go ? It orders the 
High Bailiff to return two members ; it orders this deceafed 
returning officer to come back again to life, in order to 
make return of the wiit; this officer, I' fay, Sir, whofe 
exiftence irrevocably ceafed the i8th of May; for, on the 
fingle argument of his perfeft nonentity fince that day, 
refts the whole of that conclufion which is fo contended 
for, that he is not in the capacity to profecute the fcrutiny. 
Now, Sir, the refolution alfo orders the High Bailiff to 
return thofe two candidates, who have, in his judgement, 
the majority of legal votes ; ttiough the Bailiff told you 
.yefterday, he could form no judgement who had the legal 
majority; and though he explained, by fubftantial evi- 
dence, for what rcafons it was impoffible to form fuch judge- 
ment. Sir, I will not weary the Houfe with entering into 
all the detail of evidence; but I a(k any man of honour, of 
candour, and of plain fenfe, whether the High Bailiff of 
Weftminfter had not fufficient reafon to wifli for a fcrutiny, 
. in order to fatisfy his own judgement and confcience, pro- 
Arided a fcrutiny could be legally profecuted, under all the 
circumftances of the cafe? The legality of it is what I flhall 
certainly have to prove — His evidence, in three words, 
was this; that there have polled at this elef^ibn above 
4000 more men than there are legal votes in Weftminfter, 
upon any calculation that can be formed ; that there have 
fometimes been 1800 fuffered to poll in a day, under the 
idea that the votes were to be revifed at a fcrutiny; that he 
has received information of many hundred bad votes for Mr. 
Fox in two particular parifties, that he has had intelligence 
fufficient, certainly, to warrant a fufpicion that bad praftices 
had been ufed for the purppfe of procuring a number of 
illegal votes; and that he was terrified, by violent threats, 
into an admiffion of many votes extremely doubtful, which, 

4 how- 
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however, he fet down at the moment, with the determi- 
nation to inquire into them afterwards; upon thefe- grounds 
let any man deny if he can, the expediency and propriety 
of a fcrutiny, provided it be lawful. We are told, indeed, 
of Mr. Grenville's Committee, and that it is there alone an 
cfFe£lual fcrutiny can be had 5 but, Sir, the High Bailiff is 
not to take Mr. Grenville's bill into his confi deration; he 
is fwarn to return thofe who have the majority of "legal 
votes according to his judgement; and he is bound there- 
fore to do every thing that is legal,- in order fufficiently to 
inform his judgement ; befides, give me leave to fay, the 
poiTeffion even of the feat ought not to depend on the . 
very loofe difcretion of the returning officer. The law 
and the conftitution confider it to be a matter of fomc mo- 
ment, who (hall be put to the trouble of petitioning, and 
it is expefted of the returning officer, that he fhould give 
the intermediate pofTeffion of the feat to thofe candidates 
alone, who have pretty flrong ^r/w^ j^c/V evidence of their 
right. 

Now, Sir, with refpeft to the legality of the fcrutiny, 
under all the prefent circumftances, which appears to nie 
the hinge on which every thing is now to turp, I am cer- 
tainly forced to acknowledge, that there exifls no prece- 
dent procifely in goi^^j though the cafe of Vandejptit and 
Trentham, in this fame city of Weftminfler, appears to 
me nearly in point, as to the meaning and fpirit of it ; but 
there is certainly this accidental difference, that that wis 
an eleftion during the exiftehce of Parliament, the prefent 
is an election following a difTolution. "What 1 mean, how- 
ever, to prove, and what I fay mufl be proved (unlefe we 
iffue a new writ) is this; that the High Bailiff was not fp 
completely funBus officio on the i8th of May, but that fof- 
fitient explanation having been given why the Bailiff could 
not return the writ on the day when it was returnable, the 
law and the conftitution do allow, that this Houfe fhould 
leave the returning officer to profecute and complete 
the eleftion which he has begun, without iffuing a new 
writ. 

The cafe of Coventry has been quoted, in order to prove, 
the returning' officer /««^«i officio \ but I deny that that h a 
cafe in point. There, the election was interrupted by riots, 
the poll books deftroyed,. and the returning officer therefore 
made (as in the prefent cafe) a fpecial return, certifying^ to 
the Houfe the reafons why he could not return two members; 

where- 
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whereupon the Houfe iflued a new writ — But, Sir, be- 
tween that cafe and the prefent, there is a ftriking difference. 
Here the Bailiff reports to us, that the eleftion is begun, 
but is not yet complete for certain reafons. In the cale of 
Coventry, the returning officer certified, that the whole 
ele£^ion had been defeated : not that he had not had time to 
decide whom he fhould return, but that he had all to begin ' 

. %^in, which rendered a new. writ moft undoubtedly proper* 
The aft of Parliament on wh;ch gentlemen lay their great 
ftrefs, and which the Bailiff is faid to have broken, is, as I 
underiland, the loth and nth of King William; an aft, as 
I muft infifl, applicable only to Sheriffs, who were grown 
at that time extremely .negligent in forwarding their writs, 
which are the agregate of the precepts they had received in 
their refpeftive diflrifts from the feveral Bailiffs. It applies 
to Sherifii, merely as executive, not as judicial officers; en- 
joining them to make up with diligence the precepts they 
had received, and to fend them to the Crown^ Office within 
a limited time, under the penalty of 500I. a moiety of which 
is payable to the perfon fuing for it. Now, Sir, as the right . 
honourable gentleman has confeffed, upon better informa- 
tion, that he fhould fland no chance of recovering the pe- 
nalty on a popular aftion ;, fince he has declined this fpecies 
of revenge upon the Bailiff, which he at firfl threatened, he 
has faved me the trouble of contelting that queflion; and it 
is indifputably clear, that the prefent cafe can by no means 
come under that aft. That aft relates, I fay, ^o the exe- 
cutive conduft of the Sheriff; the prefent queflion refpefts 
the judicial conduft of the Bailiff, who, in order to make 
vp his judgement, has thought proper, under certain extra* 

• ordinary circumflances, to inflitute a fcrutiny. I am far 
from thinking, that a Bailiff has any right to protraft his elec- 
tion beyond the day when the writ is returnable, unlefs from 
very particular circumflances -- That argument, therefore, 
that" Bailiffs, at this rate, may protraft the meeting of Par- 
liament to what period they pleafe, niufl fall entirely to the 
ground. The Houfe mufl juJge of his reafons, mufl hear - 
them, mufl examine them, and if they are infufficient, mufl 
correft and punifh him, if he be worthy of puiiifhment; 
but if proof be given, that, owing to peculiar circumflances, 
it was impoffible for him to fulfil his oath, and to judge who 
had the majority of legal votes, I fay, then the law and the 
conftitution permit, that he fliould profecute what he has 
begun without a new writ, and take thofe meafures which are 
abfolutely riecefTary tQ form his judgement. 

la 



(36 PARLIAMENTARY A.1784. 

tn order' to examine more particularly what is the law of 
the cafe, we can only alk ourfelves, hpw it ftands when fi- 
milar circumftances occur in the execution of other writs? 
In the nature of writs, it is agreed, there is no difference. . 
Let us examine, then, the analogy of law upon the fubjeS, 
and I hope. Sir, I fhall not be thought pedantic, if I ihouM 
f allude fomewhat technically to a profeffion which I once had 
the honour of belonging to, in order to prove diftin&ly 
what 's the law upon this point. A very learned gentleman 
near me (the Mailer of the Rolls) has told you, that in many 
inftances the court allows an extenfion of time, in'cafes where 
fome proceedings have been had upon the writ,, but where 
every thing is not perfedied by the day when the writ is re- 
turnable. Now, Sir, to bring this point of law more.dire^r 
into the cognizance of the Houfe, I will ftate a cafe : A 
* writ is iflued to the SheriflF (in an a6tion of debt) called a 
capias ad fatisfaciendumy ordering him to feize the goods of 
A. and this is followed by another, called a vmditioni exponas^ 
and is returnable by a certain day ; the SheriflF, in profecu- 
tion of his writ, frizes the goods, in order to put them up to 
fale. But we will fuppofe, that in taking thefe goods of A* 
as he is commanded hf the wrft, the Sheriff, through mif- 
take and confufion, lays hold of fome goods of B, which 
are mixed with them, and he has not time to feparate the 
goods of A, which are all he muft take, and to put them, up 
to'fale before the writ is returnable. What does the Sheriff 
do in this cafe ? Why, Sir, he reports the particular circum- 
fiances which prevent his returning the writ to the courts . 
and the court then allows him to go and examine into the 
goods, or, in other words, they grant a fcrutiny upon the . 
circumAances laid before them, not iflTuing any new writ, 
but allowing only an extenfion of the old one. Now, Sir, 
let the Houfe alter the word Sheriff to BailiflF, and for dead 
goods read living, and this is the very cafe before you. 

But if this which I have flated be true, if it be law, if it 
be the faft in the courts below, arguing as I have a right to 
argue upon the analogy of the law in every new cafe, I do 
implore the Houfe to confider the abfolute illegality of our 
interfering in the oflBce of Bailiff, and direfting him either, 
to return Lord Hood and Mr. Fox, as was once defired of us, 
or the illegality even of forcing him to return any two men^ 
hers before thofe meafures are taken, which it is abfolutely , 
neceffary to take, and which the law therefore enjoins him to ' 
tAke, in order to make his return. 

Some 
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Some gentlemen have talked of the peculiar jealoufy of 
bur conftitiieots pn matters of election; but, Sir, the(rs has 
never been a jealoufy left this Houfe ihould be fupine in 
watching its own privileges. The jealoufy of the people, 
has always juftly been, left this Houfe fliould aflume privi- 
leges of eleiiing members, or of dire£ling their eledlion, 
which is not for uS to db. What was the cafe of the Mid- 
jlefex election ? Was it not, that the Houfe of Commons 
determined, by their qwn authority, to impofe on the People 
a reprefentative who was not the objedt of their choice ? God 
forbid that this Houfe fliould again .impofe on the People any 
irian who is not the obje6t of their choice ! But eleflions 
without doors take their legil courfe. It is our office to 
punifh corrupt or partial returning oflBcers ; it is our office 
td iflue new writs ; it is our office ultimately to decide elec- 
tion contefts, but it is not within the fcope of our privileges 
to direft the Bailiffs whom to return ; nor to order them, as 
f they were fervants or officers of ours, to make returns in 
irhat nGianner and at what time we pleafe. The right ho- 
loarable gentleman, indeed, might, with fome degree of 
dnfiftency, propofe to the Houfe, the aflumption of new 
Tivileges in matters of election ; for, in the cafe of the 
diddlefex deftion, we know that he was the champion of 
his Houfe againft the rights of the people; and it is Angular 
nough that the only two points in which the right honour- 
We gentleman and the noble Lord for a feries of years . 
igfeed, we^re in their decifion of the Middlefex eleSion, 
vhich is now fo defervedly execrated, and in their exe- 
rration of Mr. Grenville's bill, which is now fo defervedly 
ipplauded. 

Sir, it has been hinted to the Houfe, that fome new la^ 
:o regulate Weftminfter eleftions will be propofed ; and the 
right honourable gentleman, with a degree of ingenuity that 
it chara£teriftic, immediately exclaims, that we find it necef- 
Gury to introduce a new law, in order to prevent future Par- 
liaments from adopting the bad precedent we have fet them. 
JiThat a new law is wanted on the fubje£); of ieleftions in 
Weftminfter, is furely what nobody can deny; but my 
opinion is, that until a new law is introduced, it is better to 
decidq according to the laws exifting, than to anticipate new 
laws, or to pafs the bounds of our privileges. I am aware 
of. the difficulties we are all reduced to, in fo unheard-of a 
cafe as the prefent ; forlhis Houfe to order a Bailiff^ whom 
to return, is impoffible ; neither is it poffible for us to punifti 
a Bailiff, or: even to forbid him from doing that which is ab- 
: Vol. XV. T fojutely 
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folutely neceflary, to the forming a reafonable judgement, 
which is not contrary to law, and in which the analogies of 
law, when the circumftances are compared, completely juf- 
tify him. 
Ms. Sheri- Mr. Sheridan faid, he hoped the Houfe was not unreaTon- 
4an. able enough to expeA him to reply to the reafpnins; or ar- 

gument of the fpeech they had juft heard ; in which^ from 
the beginning to the end, he defied the moft difccrning man 
in that auditory, to difcover one fyllabfe of argument or 
rcafon. If Government could be vindicated by an avowal 
of its interpofition in the Wcftminfter eleftion, it was cer- 
tainly vindicated — If the High Bailiff could be juflified 
from the circumftance of his right honourable friend's giv- 
ing a vote upon the Middlelex eleSion in 1768 (it a 
time of IJfe, when a learned gentleman over the way (the 
Mafter of the Rolls) tells the Houfe, that his right honoor- 
able friend was difqualified from exercifing the rights of a 
member of Parliament by minority) the High Bailiff is cfr-% 
tainly juftificd — If the impreffion made by his right ho- 
nourable friend's fpeech could be eflFaced by hard words and 
lofty founds, its effeft would be to the hill as flight and 
trifling, even as the efFeft of the right honourable gentle- 
man's own fpeech — If feverity of epithet, if redundancy 
of egotifm, if pomp of panegyric upon Adminiftratioo, 
could refute the arguments of the moft convincing fpeech 
(Mr. Fox's) he had ever the good fortune to hear, undoubt- 
edly it was very completely refuted. But, if the people of 
England looked for the defence of the High Bailiff of Weft-. 
minfter, and of His Majefty's Minifters (who were in this 
cafe fynonymous) upon principles of law, juftice, good 
fenfe, or equity, beyond all doubt they were difappoioted. 
He faid, the idea that no harm would enfue from eftablilh- 
ing the precedent, that would grow out of the decifioa of 
the Houie, if the High Bailiff were ordered to continue the 
fcrutiny, was the weakeft he had ever heard fuggefted. To 
fay, that the High Bailiff's reafons, whenever he did not 
obey the Sheriff's precept, and punifli him, if he did not 
afhgn very good reafons for his conduft, afforded but lit^ 
fatisfa£tion : was it to be fuppofed, if the High Bailiff was 
advifed by the friends of the Court to make an hifldrical le- 
turn while acting without doors, and followed that advicCi 
that he would not find friends of the Court enow withior' 
doors to fave him harmlefs, and proteA him from puniik- 
ment, when he came to the bar to anfwer for what he had 

done) 
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done? Mr. Sheridan complained of Mr. Pitt's having u(ed^ 
bis right honourable friend ui^handfomely, in talking of s 
can^iidate, whofe political conduA and principles had ren- 
dered him deteflable to the people. Sach language might 
be allowable in the mouth of a new member, juu come from 
his coaftttuents^ who had filleci his ears, with exprelHons of 
th^ grofs and vulgar nature ; but from the right honourable 
gentleman, who muft know that nothing but the heat and 
paffion of the times could excufe fuch phrafcs being lifed by 
any gentleman, it furely was highly unjuftifiable. Befides, 
the, right honourable gentleman, he was perfuaded^ was not 
iincere in his words; le muft have both a perfonal and a po- 
litical confidence in his right honourable friend, or he muft 
either be infincere in what he had faid then, or in what he 
bad faid on a former occafion. Let the Houfe recolleft that 
the right honourable gentleman bad courted an union with 
his right honourable friend a few months fince, and had pro- 
feiTed himfelf extremely defirous of efFefiing fuch a junc- 
tion. Mr. Sheridan faid, he was aWare the right honour- 
able gentleman had put his cafe hypothetically, but he had 
done it fo pointedly, that every perfon nnuft have known 
who he meant. 

Mr. Sheridan concluded with this obfervation — " If the 
** High Bailiff of Weflminfler were of another compleftion, 
^^ and valued his charader beyond the corrupt indemnity 
** which arofe from the fupport of a* violent Government, I 
^^ fiiould have confidered his fituatiort as moft lamentable 
*^ and wretched ; but fpcaking of him merely as he is, the 
*^ fpecch of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
•* aggravates his conduft in a tenfold degree, as it fhews 
** that the great abilities of that right honourable gentleman 
*^ were exerted for near an hour and a half in favour of 
^' the High Bailiff; and that, fo far from exculpating him, 
** a fair conftruftion of all that he faid, abfolutely efta- 
« blifhed the Bailiff's guilt." 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt laid, he never ufed the words alluded Mr.Chan- 
to; that he had put a fuppofed cafe, and the honourable «*"®' ^*"' 
gentleman might apply it to whom he pleafed, but to fave 
him the trouble, he would in two words put a real cafe. It 
was true, that he had fome few months iince profeiTed him- 
felf willing to unite with the ri^ht honourable gentleman 
oppofite to him, and he was at that time fincerely defirous 
of efib£bing that union, in order to put an end to the dif- 
tra£ted ftate of the country. But he declared he had courted 

T z tliat 
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^ that unibn^ withiia defire to eftablifli it on a fyftem, tliat bai 

? view to enable him effeftually to counteraft thofe princt* 
pies of the right honourable geatleman, that had beoont 
obnoxious to the people, and had excited their deteftin 
tion, ^ 

The queflioo was put, and the Houfe divided upon it, . 
Ayes, .. r .--..,. 117 

Noes, -rf---.^,.--' ig5 

I . ' .1 ' 

Majority, ^---^.--^yg- 
Lord MuU As foon as the Houfe was refumed. Lord Mulgrave pofc, 
e"^*'- and after a fhort f^jeech, moved, « That the High Bailiff of 
^* the city of Weftminfter do proceed in the fcrutiny for 
f* the faid city with all praftical difpatch.*' 
Mr. pox. This was flrenuoufly oppof^d by Mr. FoXy as a motion 
that the Houfe was not bound to come to, and as a queftion 
that called neccffarily for a confiderable fliare of difcufiitfa 
before gentlemen could poffibly make up their minds upon 
it, fo as to decide whether it ought to pafs or not. If he 
fhould not take any (iep in the fcrutiny, but proteft agaiaft 
^ts illegality, which was probable, he might incur a contempt 
of the orders of the Houfe; but the glaring evil of the mor 
tion was, that the Houfe fhould ftep between him and juf- 
tice againft the High Bailiff in the courts below. 
Hul^tn Mr, Lef followed Mr. Fox with fimilar arguments — Mi*. 
Lee alfo much doubted the legality of the Houfe^s coming 
into fuch decifion, fince it was interfering, by one of their 
orders, with the duty of the High Bailiff, who a£ted under 
a different authority. Mr. Lee concluded with moving 4 
"* queflion of adjournment. 

Mr. Fox feconded this motion, and called upon his friendi 

for fupport in oppofing theioriginal motion. ^ ^ 

Sir Thomas Sir Thomas Davenport deprecated the original motion — ?' 

Darenport. jj^ ^^y ^j^j^^j. ^^^^ fjjgj^ g^ijig: ^^ff^ff^^ ^ jegal authority 

for his conduft as a returning officer, or he did not. If he 

was vefled with a legal authority, he ought to be left in the 

undiflurbed exercife of it. 
TheSolicU The Soiictior General (Mr. Macdonald) faid, the whole 
torGencrai. jjj^Q^j^^ Qf the original motion was nothing more than an' 

inftruftion from the Chair to ej^pedite the hufinefs of thfe 

fcrutiny. 
Idri Burke. Mr. Purke rofe to reprobate the conduft of the Houfe^' 

which he complained of as flrangely inconfiftent — » It re- 

fpinded him of the caprice of a feiuaje^ who w^s obliging to 

different 
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different gentlemen over night, and forgot on whom fhe had 
beftowed her favours next morning. In like manner, the 
Hofife had fpent a whole day and night in cftablifhiqg the 
4odrine, that the High Bailiff poflefled a difcretion, and now 
they were going to vote a refolution to put an end to that - 
difcretion completely. The ftrength of this contradiftofy 
conduct excited the indignation of Mr. Burke, ahd he fpoke 
in a tone of cxpreffion which gave fome difpleafwre to the 
Trcafury Bench, who faid fomething that Mr. Burke did 
not relim, as he fat down with "faying, he little minded the 
ill rreatment of a parcel of boys. 

This occafioned a call to order — Upon which 

Mr« Dundas rofe, and calmed the rifing ftorm, by an ap- Mr.Doii- 
pcal to Mr. JJurke^s good^ fenfe, whether a new Parliament *'^*' 
could be expcfted to bear abufe with patience, or to endure 
tjieir being called a parcel of boys ? 

. Mr. £«rfc apologifcd for his vehemence, declaring that Mr. Burke. 
he felt the utmoft refpeft for the Houfe ; that lie knew 
eyery thing depended on the Britilh Houle of Commons, 
aod he was ready to bow down to any cenfure the Houfe 
might think proper to beftow on him; but that when he 
ufed the term, a parcel of boys, he meant to apply it to the 
Miniftry, who, he conceived, were infulting him with their 
triqmph: grey hairs ought to be allowed the privilege 
gf cxprcfling difpleafure, when it was founded on the ralh 
exaltation of mere boys. 

The Houfe divided on the qucfiion of adjournment ; 
Ayes, r - .-----^ QO 
Noes, -- - - ....... 178 

The main queftipn was then put and carried. 

The High Bailiff was then called in, and Mr. Speaker 
acquainted bio) with the faid refolution^. 

June XI. 

Mr. Sawbridge being called to from the Chair, immediately 
after the ballot for an eleftion Committee, delired permif- 
fioD of the Houfe to wait a few minutes for the Chancellor* 
of the Exchequer (who was fitting on an clefiion Commit- 
tee) before he made his motion, as he hoped to receive 
the fopport of the right honourable gentleman. 

♦ The (crutiny wa$ then proceeded in, and continued through 
die iv^ple fcflioi|-*-An accouat of thp iifue will be given in iu 
proper place. 

I Lord 
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Ld.MaboA* Lord Mahon declared himfelf a iincere friend ta the mo- 
tion, and as fuch, he wiftied the honourable gentleman wouU 
put it off* till Tuefday, or fome day next week/ when there 
could be a better attendance obtained. 
Mr. Saw- Mr. Sawbridge faid, his reafon for wiihing to make it then 
bridge. ^as, becaufe he was really afraid the members were going 
out of town. If he was fure that was not the cafe, and that 
the friends of the motion had rather it were made another 
day, he would make no oh]eGt\on, 
Ca|>t. James Captain James Luttrell feemed to apprehend, that the 
Lutcrcil, worthy Alderman only meant to put off his motioa from 
day to day and never to bring it on. Under this idea Mr. 
Luttrell faid, thpt every motion was to be made to the Houfe 
as a Houfe of Commons, who were perfedlly competent to 
difcufs every queftion of a public kind, and that however high, 
or however refpediable the fituation and chara&er of indi- 
viduals might be, their cafual abfence ought not to prevent 
bufinefs from being brought on. Mr, Luttrell obferved, die 
great recommendation of Mr. Grenville's bill had iever been 
profefled to be, that it tended to promote the difpatcfa of 
hufinefs. It was plain, however, if the Chancellor of Hif 
Majefty's Exchequer was chofen on eledion Committees, and 
the do6lrine prevailed, that no bufinefs of a public and im« 
portant nature was to be brought forward in the Houfe of 
Commons during the Minifter's abfence, that the bill did not 
tend fo much to the difpatch of national bufinefs as it wat 
faid to do. 
Mr. Saw- Mr. Sawbridge declared himfelf furprized at the bononrable 
bridge. gentleman's attack. He had expreffed no wiih to deferithe 
motion of which he had given notice, but it was always 
cuffomary when motions of a great and important nature 
were coming on, to wait for the Chancellor of His Majefty's • 
Exchequer, or which ever of His Majefty's Minifters hap- 
pened to fit in that Houfe. Other bufinefs of a great na- 
tional concern flood for that day. Would the honourable 
gentleman fay, that bufinefs either would or ought to be 
brought forward in the abfence of the Minifter. With re» 
gard to his motion relative to a parliamentary reform, he re- 
lied on receiving great fupport from the Chancellor of ths 
Exchequer, and therefore he ihould certainly have waited>« 
few minutes longer for him, had he not feen him enter tfas' 
Houfe. 
Mr. Cban- Mr. Chancellor Pitt having come in while Mr. Sawbtid^ 
eellor Pitt. ^35 fpeaking, faid, he had collefted from a few words he bad- 
heard from the worthy Alderman, that the Houfe had W9ited 
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for hlra. He was extremely forry to find that had been the 
cafe, but the iituation he had Been in for the pall two or three 
days (on the Pontefradl Committee) left him but little leifurc 
to attend to the neceffary bufinefs of his office ; he had, not- 
withftanding, endeavoured to come down as foon as poffible. 

Mr. Sawbridge then rofe, and was proceeding to open the • 

grounds of his motion, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. fViiberforce, who begged pardon of the worthy Alder- Mr, Wil- 
' in;in for thus early interrupting him ; but he did it thus early, *>"^®'^"- 
becaufe he wi(hed him to defilt from making his motion that 
day, and fhould be glad if he could prevail on him to make 
h any day next week. Mr. Wilberforce faid, no man was 
more fincerely a friend to the motion than, he was, and he 
really thought, if proper notice was given, a much better at- 
tendance might be obtained, and he trufted better fuccefs. 
[A cry of Go on^ goon, arifing,] Mr. Wilberforce defired 
the worthy Alderman to make a diftini^ion between the 
friends and the enemies of his promifed motion. Thofe who 
wiflied it well, as he did, muft wifti that a queftion of fuch 
magnitude might come under difcuflion in as full a Houfe as , 

poffible ; thofe on the contrary, ^ho were its enemies, would 
be glad to have it agitated in a thin Houfe, that they might 
the more eafily get rid of it altogether. 

Mr. Sawbridge faid, he was greatly obliged to the honour- Mr. Stw* 
able gentleman, and was willing to meet his wifhes, provided bridge, 
the Houfe thought another day would procure a fuller at- 
telltidance. If not, he was ready to go on. He hoped, how- 
ever, if the motion was put off, that the honourable gentle- 
man would take care that his friends attended when it was 
brought on, and give it their fupport. His own friends, 
Mr. Sawbridge faid, he was fure would attend. 

Mr. Wilberforce faid, the honourable gentleman had called Mr. WU- 
npon him to undertake more than he could anfwer for. He ^"^•^«» 
. would certainly attend himfelf, and give the motion his fup- 
port, but he could not take upon himfelf to fay fo much for 
other perfons. He would undertake, however, to ul'e every 
argument in his power to prevail on his friends to attend, and 
he was firmly of opinion, that upon proper notice being given, 
a much .fuller attendance than was the cafe then, might be 
obtained. The reafon why the Houfe was fo thin, Mr. Wil- 
berforce faid, he conceived to arife from the circumftance of 
die motion's having been expefted to be made the preceding 
'^y*, whence gentlemen had entered into engagements for that 
day, when it was not fuppofed fuch a motion would have 
comc' under difcuffion. 

Captain 
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Captjamef Captain James LuUrell rofe once more, and faid, if the ho* 
.Luitrdi, nourable gentleman put oflE" his motion upon the plea, that 
the Houfe was not full enough to take it into difcuffidn, he 
muft prpteft again ft fuch a plea. If, on the othet hand, he 
put it off, on declaring that his reafon for fo doing was the 
ahfence of fome particular perfons, who had ftudied the fub- 
jec!t with great attention, and were capable of throwing new 
lights upon it, and giving, the Houfe information, that might' 
prove material, he had no manner of objeftion. . With regard 
to the attendance, after the honourable gentleman had difpofed 
of his motion, he had bufinefs of very great importance tO 
bring on, and that bufinefs he certainly mould bring on, be- 
caufe the Houfe was not only competent to attend to. it, but 
he remembered in the iaft Parliament, that eftimates of the 
ordnance, to a confiderable amount, were debated and voted 
in a Houfe not half fo full. With regard to a reform in the 
flate of parliamentary reprefentation, it was a matter, as to 
the principle of which many men were agreed, but the diflS- 
culty lay in hitting upon a plan moft pradkicabk. He 
wifhed, therefore, that the motion of the honourable gentle* 
man might no longer be put off, at leaft he repeated it, that 
if it were put off on pretence that the Houfe was not fuffi- 
^ ciently full, againft fuch a plea he defired to enter his proteft. 

14. North. Lord A'br/A faid, the motion, he was free to fay, was 
not a motion to which he was indifferent ; but he certainly 
was indifferent as to the day on which it ihould be brought 
on. He rofe, however, principally to obferve, that the fort- 
of rebuke, which had been given to the worthy Alderman 
was not deferved, fince nothing could have been more ]polite 
or more accommodating than the honourable .magiftrate's be^ . 
haviour to every gentleman who had fpoken upon the fub- 
jeca. 
Mr. Siw Mr. Sawhridge faid, there was a . diftindlion between th^ 
^**'^*' condudl of the two honourable gentlemen who had fpoken ' 
on the other fide of the Houfe. The gentleman who fpoke 
fir ft had very civilly defired him to poftpone his motion, and 
the other gentleman had endeavoured to compel him to bring • 
it on, though he muft know, if he did not choofe it, po mem- 
ber had it in his power to oblige him to make it. As he never 
' took advice from his enemies, he certainly Ihould not attend 
to what had fallen from the honourable gentleman who had^ 
fpoken Iaft of the two,, becaufe from what he had faid, hefav 
plainly that he was no friend to his purpofe, but he woul4 
take file advice of the other honourable gentleman, and put 
off his motion till the Wednefday following. . 

the 
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The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a Committee of 
tj^upply, Mr. Gilbert took his feat at the table, and 
j^ Captain James Luttrell (Surveyor- general of the Ordnance) Capt. Jamci 
i^oceeded to open the eftimates, and explain the feveral arti- ^""">*» 
*les contained under the three diftindk heads of Ordinary^ 
Extraordinary,. and Unprovided Services. Mr.. Luttrell faid, 
yi^erq was fome difference between the eftimates then under 
i^^n£deration, and thofe that had been prefented to the laft 
^^liament and voted by the Committee of Supply. This 
jiiSB^ence he accounted for.by ftating that an eftimate made 
^Pp.to the end of JJ^ay muft neceflarily amount to more than 
Jm eftimate made up to fome earlier month in the year. He 
jplfo ftated that feveral of the articles that had been crofted out 
ijaf the laft eftimates, and not voted by the laft Parliament, 
j|rere re-inferted in thefe. He particularly mentioned 50,000!. 
i^at was now put down for fortifications for the better fecu- 

S'^y of Portfmouth and Plymouth, which, he informed the 
6q^ was fo much fpr one year's profecution of a general 
am of fortification, in order effedlually to fecure thofe two 
Jpiportant dock-yards and garrifons from any furprife or in- 
jUauon by our enemies. He enlarged upon the utility of fuch 
meafqre's being adopted^ and the great national lols and ca* 
aity that would attend the deftruftion of either of thofe 
icei,' a deftrudlion that would neceflarily involve in it the 
ftru£lion of the greateft part of our navy and of our naval 
)res. He entered pretty fully into the difcuflion of the 
^dnance debt, and ftated that found policy required, that it 
|bould b& difcharged as foon as poffible, fmce fuch was the 
|pfie£l it had at prefent, that the Board of Ordnance could 
make no contraft with any artificer, or engage for any work 
^r the public fervice, but at the immediate difcount of eight 
ipd twenty per cent. He enlarged upon this difadvantage, 
^d expre^d an earneft wifti, that by a fpeedy difcharge of 
l^e debt, the Otdnance mi^ht be enabled to deal for ready 
^oney only, by which means, he was lure, the Public would 
ave confiderable fums annually. Mr. Luttrell faid, he be* 
jeved the beft way for him to proceed, was to move his refo- 
btions one after the other, and as gentlemen might think ex- 
planation neceflary, to rife and give it, as often as it was cal- 
l^sd for. He concluded with moving, " that a fum not exceed- 
M ing 181,1411. 6s. 4d. be granted for defraying the expence 
?• pf fervices performed by the Ofl5ce of Ordnance for land 
** fervice, and not provided for by Parliament in 1783." 

Mr. Hujpy faid, he thought it was his duty to do on the Mr.Hufliy, 
.Jirefent occafion, what be had done when the Ordnance 
.. V(>L. XV. U eftvm^Xft 
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eftimatte was under the confideration of the Committ 

Supply in the lail Parliament, viz. to rife and make a fe\ 

fervations on fuch part of the eftimatc as did not appe 

tisfadiory to hirh. He agreed perfeftly with the honoi 

gentleman who had opened the eftimate, in the rdea,. tl 

was much to be wiftied that the Board of Ordnance 

etxabled to deal for ready money. He always had be 

this opinion, becaufehe was perfuaded the end of oecbi 

would he anfwered by it, and a contiderable faving tnac 

the Public. He declared, that no man had a higher oi 

of the noble Duke at the head of the Ordnance th^n h< 

He was perfuaded he had the public good fincefely at 

and wduld a6l honeftly and uprightfy in his oflBce, but i 

thelefs it was his duty, as a member of ParUai:nent t 

what part 'of any eftimate prefented to the Houfe, appea 

him to be objeftionable ; they all knew, it was the pe 

duty of the Houfe to watch profefSonal men, and to cnt 

a kind of conftitutional jealoufy of every part of their b 

conduft. That fort of jealoufy he ever Ihould feel, and 

that feeling, he could not givehis confent to that part • 

/ eftimate which ftated 50,0001. for fortifications. He 

very well, that officers high in rank and experience, app 

of thofe fortifications, and thought them requifite for tl 

fence and fecufity of our dock-yards. It was, he faid 

tremely true, that the fecurity of Portfmouth and Plyr 

' was an objeft of the ^rft importance, and that the de 

tion of eitlier would be of the moft fatal confequena 

fiill he muft adhere to his old opinion, that the ^beft dt 

and protecflion of 6ur doek-yards, and indeed of the ' 

of our coafts, was our navy. That was the means df 

rity in which he placed the greateft degree of confideria 

therefore he muft objeft to that article of the eftimate 1 

regarded the fortifications ; and as the right honourabh 

tleman at the head of His Majefty's Exchequer, had hi 

confented, when the Qrdnance eftimates had been und< 

confideration of the laft Parliament, to ftrike the expct 

the fortifications out of them, he flattered himfelf, he jB 

have his fupport on the prefent occafion. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt complimented Mr. Hufley, ot 

ceiiorFitt. proper manner in which he had that day difcfiarged, ai 

which indeed he on every occafion difcharged his pariia 

tary duty. Mr. Pitt admitted, that it was at all tinH 

duty of the Houfe to watch profeffional men, in order to 

vent their partialities to particular fervices, from indi 

them to a{k for and apply a greater part of the public motv 
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fe fervices, than on a fair confideration of all the diifcrent 
)lic fervices, ought in propriety to be appropriated to 
m. He allowed alfo, that the national expenditure ought 
36 at all times narrowly watched, but more efpiicially wiien 
ODomy was fo extremely neceflary. He f^id, he agreed x 
feftly in opinion with the honourable gentleman, that the 
)ie Pukeat the head of the Ordnance w?s, of ..II men, the 
ik to be relied on, and the perfon, who aflbnled thi Iv aft 
afion for that conftitutional jealoufy to be entertained le- 
Sing his cpndudl, of any man in public office. In this 
nion, and in an acknowledgement, that no man was more 
:cbful of the public expenditure, more zealoufly a friend 
economy, and more careful to promote it on every occa» 
1, be believed, the generality of that Houle and of the 
:>lic would readily join. With regard to his having con- 
ted to ftrike the article of fortifications out of the Ord- 
ice eftimates, when prefented to the laft Parliamerjt, it 
I o;idoubtedly true; it was alfo true, Hhat there were in 

prefent eftimates other articles, which he had lik^'wife 
ifented'to leave out, anch not to vote till another vear. 
t thofe gentlemen who had been prefent at the time 
old be pleafed to recolleS, that he had fo confented, in 
cr that the neceffity for thofe articles might be inquired ** 

>, and afcertained. The interval of time that had pafled, 
:» the Ordnance eftimates were prefented to the laft Par- 
aent, had afforded an opportunity for that inveftigation, 
I h$ was now thoroughly convinced of the af>ual and in- 
)enfable neceffity for the fortifications, and the other arti- 
l^.fome of which, upon inquiry, turned out to have been 
igk out ot the former eftimates very imprudently. :He en- 
:d jntQ a difcuffion of the fortifications projedled at Portf- 
qth 4nd Plyniouth, enlarging upon the neceffity of guard- 

againft a furprife at either of thofe places, the confe- 
«Me of whjch ihight be not merely a deftru6lion of the^ 
ateft part of our prefent navy, but of the very feeds of 

future navies. He faid, the only way to enable this 
tntry to carry on an offenfive war, was to put it m her 
rer to fend her fleets to diftant fcenes of aftion, and not 
p them conftantly at home for the defence of our coafts. 
lefenfive war was generally very expenfive, ^nd we could. 
f often expe6l it to end otherwife than inglorioufly. The 
iiications in queftion would fufficiently Tecure our dock^ 
ds, and therefore, were propofitions that were well worth 
ending to. The navy, he obferved, was defer vcdly a fa- 
rite fervice, and money was liberally voted fo^ it, but \% 






bride. 



148 P A.RLI AMENTARY A. 1784., 

would furely be extremely abfurd, while they were g^antinj 
millions for the fervice of the navy, to refufe tQ grant tboo- 
fands to be applied to its prefervation. He trufted, therefore^! 
that the Committee would be of opinion, that the fbrti&Sr 
tions ftiould be proceeded on, and profecuted to their coow 
pletion. Mr. Pitt imputed a great part of our misfortana 
and burthens to the ruinous fyftem of condudting the publk^ 
expenditure, that had fo long prevailed ; a fyftem, the prin- 
ciple of which was to conceal the real amount of our es* 
pence, and by a conftant feries of delufions, appear to beac- 
rying on the public bufinefs at a fmall charge, while wc we» 
all the while running deeply in debt. This fyflem, he faid^ 
it fhould be his obje6t to abolifh, and in its flead to let tk 
People fee from time to time what theii^ expences r6ally wcw^ 
and, if poflible, to incur no expence of any kind, the natme 
of which had not been previoufly made known to Pariiaoieitf^ 
and its confent to it olptained. 

Capt. Mac- Captain Macbride faid, he thought it extremely wrongtOf 
vote large fums for fortifications, unleft the plans of thofe 
fortifications were laid on the table, and fubmitted to the j 
opinions of officers capable of forming a judgement how tefl 
they were advifeable or not. It was, in his opinion, to tbttl 
laft degree abfurd, for officers of the military to have thel 
condu<S of fortifications intended for the fecurity of our fell 
ports, without communicating the plans of fuch fertifiGhl 
tions to naval officers. The Captain ridiculed the idea of oorl 
being afraid of an invafion ; he faid, what were the enemy toJ 
come over in ? They would fcarcely come over in balIooiiii| 
What then were people frightened about ? They.muft cow 
in tranfports -, a fleet, therefore, was our only fecurity. And 
what could occafioiv-erur dread of their coming by uirprife; 
they muft come in tranfports, and the enemy had no laig» 
port oppofite to our coafls. He condemned the fortificatioAl 
at Portfmouth as an idle wafte of the public money, and faid|' 
the officer who would attempt to land on the JPortfmoath 
fide, would deferve to be hanged up with Jack the PsUnterfe- 
a fool. He entered into a difcufliion of the fituation of tte 
place, and denied that there was a poffibility for the feci* 
embarkation or debarkation of a large body of hoftile troopi* 
He concluded with objedking to the article of the fortifi* 
cations. 

f ^r*;^*"*' Captain James Luttrell faid, he regarded his profeffion inifi* 
nitely beyond any office or place he could ever hold, butasr' 
feaman he would maintain, that the fortifications at Portti 
mouth wer« highly advifeable* He entered into a diftiiifti«fc 
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between the fortifications of a dock-yard and a fea port, and 
the inland fortifications of cities, towns, &c. as was the cul- 
tom of France and Germany upon the continent. To thefe 
latter he fhould have as much obje6lion as the honourable 
officer who had juft fat down. The fortification of a city, 
in the interior of a country, might impede the march 
of an enemy's army, or the redudtion of it might let them 
penetrate a thoufand miles farther ; but the cafe was widely 
different, when the fortifications of Portfmouth and Ply-l 
mouth were the fubjedls of confideration. Mr. Luttrell en- 
larged upon the great utility of fortifying thofe places 
firongly; and among other good etJedts it would produce, 
he mentioned as a very confiderahle one, the enabling us to 
fend our fleets out to fea to meet the enemy, to attack 
them and to fight them, thus allowing us to carry on an of- 
fenfive war, the only war Engliihmen ought to be engaged 
in ; a war confonant to the genius of the country, and that 
fort of war in which alone the Britifli flag could be exalted ! 
In illuftcation of this remark, Mr. Luttrell mentioned what 
had happened laft war, when he had been fent out to drive 
home ^11 the merchant ihips he met, belter flicker, as it 
were^ to any port they could make, that they might not 
£ill into the hands of the Dutch. In order farther to prove 
that we could not fafely rely on our fleets, even for home 
prote£kion, he put the cafe, that France fliould have a fleet 
of forty fail of the line at fea, and we a fleet of the fame 
number at Portfmouth, and the enemy fhould come with 
their whole force to Plymouth, whither a wefl:erly wind 
WDuld foon waft them. Tliat port, the dock-yard, town, 
&c, might be all dellroyed before we could make Plymouth 
with our fleet. 

Mr, Hujpy rofe to put farther queftions ; and Sir James i^r. Hui 
Johnftone and feveral other members took part in the con- ■*^^' 
verfatibn. At length the refolution was agreed to, and alfo 
a refolution that a fum not exceeding 429,008!. 2s. 7d. be 
granted to His Majefty, for the charge of the office of Ord- 
nance for land fervice in 1 784. 

June 14. 

Mr. HuJpy objected to the Report of the Ordnance ^^' ^"^ 
ieing brought up; he faid, a Report refpedling the Ordnance ^*^' 
had been prefented by the Commiflioners of Accounts, and 
he wifhed to have a previous opportunity of examining that 
Report. Tte Commiflioners were well paid by the Public, 

but 
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* but not better than they deferved, and the public ought to 
J be benefited by their labours. 
»pt. James Mr^ James Luttrell anfwefed, that the Report of the Corti- 
*'"'^* ' miffioners of Accounts, fo far from being a reafon for the pro- 
pofed delay, would be found to ftate the ftrongeft arguments 
for accelerating the bufinefs of the day. He then entered 
into the fubjedl of the Ordnance Report, and wiflied that 
the honourable gentleman would inform himfelf better bc» 
' fore he brought the charges again ft a public board, which 
be ftated him to have done in the former debate. 
fr. Chan. ■ Mr. Chancellor Pitt ftated that the Report of the Com- 
Uor Pitt, miffioners of Accounts which related to reforms in office^ 
and to fome favings in the mode of pafting the accountti 
x was furely no reafon for poftponing a vote of payment of 4 
debt incurred. / - 

rr. ]^d«n, Mr. Eden faid, that perhaps it was not irregular to refer to 
the former debate, the prefent queftion being in ftri£lnef$ a 
mere continuation of that debate , and as his honourable friend 
had been accufed of makmg charges with raftinefs and igno- 
rance againft the Board of Ordnance, he, who had been 
prefent during^he converfation alluded to, thought it a juft 
attention to his honourable friend to declare, that there 
never was an inftance in which a fubjeil of accounts had 
been difcufled with more propriety and fairnefs, or with a 
more juft difcernment and knowledge of the bufinefs. A* 
to receiving the Report of the Ordnance, he agreed with 
the right honourable gentleman, that it might be received 
immediately without any want of proper refpeft to the 
Commiffioners of Accounts. Gentlemen were always la-, 
vifli of their praifes on thofe Commiffioners, who well 4e- 
ferved mnch praife; but he wiflied that the Houfe would 
give an ufeful attention inftead of empty compliments to the 
many Reports which had been prefented and printed. One ' 
Report alone, prefented in the beginning of the la ft fefiiont 
fuggefted a faving of i20,oool. a year; it had been much 
admired, but had never yet been difcufled. 
ttxil*"** Mr. Z/^/rr^// explained, that he had not meant to convey 
an idea of cenfure on the honourable gentleman, but per- 
fifted in preffing forwards the bufinefs. 
The report was brought up and agreed to. 
The Houfe then went into a Committee of Supply, apd 
Sir George Yonge moved for the following fums : 

636,1901. 9s. id. for guards, garifons, &c. in Britaiix; . 
284.213I. 2S. 9d. for the forces in the plantations, ' 
8252I. js. gd. for the forces in the Eaft Indies, 

6080^.^ 
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6080I. 6s. 6d. for the Britifli ftaff. 

03711. lys.-gd. for two Hanoverian battalions. 

^7»55^J« 14s* id. for the Paymafter General and other 
officers. 

173,001!. 155. 5Jd. for Chelfea Hofpital, &e* 

48301. 7$* 6d. roads and bridge^ in Scotland, 
• 317,0761. 17s. 9d. extraordinaries. 

2,043,9151. 38. od. extraordinaries. " 

Thele motions were all agreed to ; and the Committee then 
voted feveral fums to the finking fund, to make up for pay-* 
ments made from it. 

Mr. Burh then rofe to make a motion relative to the 
King's fpeech, of which he gave the Houfe notice the week 
before. He began by faying, that he had undertaken a talk 
to which he knew his abilities were not equal; but in fo do- 
ing, he felt that he differed not from the refl of mankind, 
who feeing an occafion for a great exertion of humanity, 
followed the impulfe of their feelings, without being deter- 
red by the confideration, that their exertion would be to no 
purpofe. He declared that ih what he was about to do, he 
a£ted folely from himfelf, without having confulted any man 
upon earth : the queftion therefore that he intended to pro- 
pofe, ought not to be confidered as a party queflion? it was. 
exclufively his own ; and there would be no caufe for tri- 
uniphy if it fhould be rejedled, as it was the meafure of an 
inconfiderable individual ; and as he was refolved to conform 
to the fenfe of the Houfe, he would not call for a divifion, ^ 
if he fhould find his proportion was not univerfally ap-^ 
proved. 

At this timfe of day, he obferved, the queflion niight hot 
appear of very great confequence to fome gentlemen ; but . 
to him it appeat'ed to be of 10 great a magnitude, that it oc- 
cupied his whole mind; and he was not afhamed to fay 
that his foul was full of it: a Parliament had been fentenced, 
condemned, and executed, and no notice had yet been taken 
of fo great and extraordinary an event ! If the meanefl fub- 
jeft in the land had died fuddenly, or by violent means, an 
inquefl would hnve tiken cognizance of the cafe, and en- 

?uired into the caufes of his death j but the Parliament of 
jrreat Britain has been put to a violent death ; and no Coro- 
ner had yet held an inquefl on the body ! No enquiry bad 
been made whether it had been felo de Je^ or jure cafus! 
Did the people then think the fudden death of Parliament 
was a fubjedl too trifling for enquiry? Or did they think 

that 
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that all which might have been apprehended from fuch a 
death, had perifhed with the- Parliament ? He feared, alas, 
that the fatal confequence of it would long furvive it, and 
be entailed on future Parliaments ! Much had been faid of 
the fenfe of the People as the grounds on which Minifters 
might rfeft their defence of the late diflblution j and on this 
head he was ready to confefs that the fenfe of the People,, 
however erroneous at times, muft always govern the Legif- 
lature of this country : but it was difficult to colle£l that 
fenfe ; and it was femetimes the duty of the better infoi;medy 
and more enlightened part of the community, to refift the 
fenfe of the People, when It appeared that the People if^re 
deceived or mifled. For his part, he did not think that tl» 
wifer part of the Public approved of the diflblution of the 
late Parliament, or difapproved of the meafures which 
avowedly were the occafion of that event : the People, in 
his opinion, might be divided into three clafles, one com*^ 
pofed of perfons who, dazzled with the luftre of the Cfown, 
could never bring themfelves to think thait Government 
might be in the wrong ; they weie the political high flyers, 
who made it a point to fupport the Crown a tort tt a trovers: 
this clafs, he faid, was very numerous ; and in it, he was 
forry to add, were to be found many very refpe£table cha- 
rafters. In the fecond clafs he placed thofe who, thotigh 
fworn enemies to the Crown, were ever ready to fall up5n 
the Houi'e of Commons, becaufe they conceived that Houfe 
to be the conftitutional guardians and defenders of that 
fpecies of monarchy which in this country had ever been 
thought neceflary for the well-being of Government. Thefe 
two bodies of men, he faid, generally united in running 
down thp Houfe of Commons, though with the moft oppo* 
fite views. The third clafs confifted of all thofe perfons 
who did not enter into the other two ; they were the mode« 
rate and impartial, who, alike friends to the Crowo, and to 
the democratic part of the Conflitution, wiflied to maintaia 
both in the full enjoyment of their refpedtive prerogatives 
and privileges. Of thefe he would not hefitate to fay, fall 
three-fourths went heart and hand wjth the late Houfe of 
Commons ; the other fourth-part, he believed, had beea 
driven by mifreprefentations into a confederacy with two 
clafl[es of men whofe principles they equally detefted, the 
lovers of abfolute monarchy, and the fworn enemies of every 
fpecies of monarchy. He trufted, indeed,- that many <h 
them had lately been undeceived ; it was the duty of the 
Houfe of Commons to warn the remainder of the dangers 
I to 
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SD which they expofed their liberties, through tlie delufion 
Binder which they a£ted. He feared there was a fettled plan 
tA deflroy, n6t the form, but the effence and eflScacy of the 
Boufe of Commons. Do£l:rines, big with danger tD the 
ISSonllitation had been bro;iched within the two laft yerrs, 
Srft by the noble Lord who was at tlie head of the Adiuinif- 
tetion before the lall (the Earl of Shelburne) and lateJv re- 
•^i?ed by the Minifter who had received his political edu- 
cation at the feet <5f that Gamaliel. In a fpeerh fiom the 
^llirone, at the opening of the i'effi.jn before the lall, the 
,Eiilg;wa& made to fay by that Min:.fter, that :he People ex- 
]pefied unanimous exertions on the part of the HouO*. : this 
sfliimption of the tribunitfan power by the Sovereign, was 
truly alarming. When Auguflus Otfar iiiodeltly confented 
to become the tribune of the People, Rome gave np into 
the hands of that Prince the only leniaining fhi^iid fli^^ had 
:b prote£l her liberty. The t.ibiini^;ian power in this coun- 
ty, as in ancient Rome, wns wifely kept diltindl and fepa- 
'ate from the -executive pov/er : in this government it was 
^nftitntionally lodged where it ought naturally to be lodged, 
lithe Houfe of Commons ; and to that Houfe the people 
Hight firft to carry their complaints, even when they were 
liredted agaiiift the meafures of the Houfe itfelf : but now 
the People were taoght to pafs by the doo»- of the Houfe 
»f Commons, and fupplicate the Throne foi the- proted^ ion 
rf their liberties ; hence the diflblution of the late Parlia- 
ment pretendedly in obedience to the fenfe of the People ; 
5rom ad^refles the fenfe of the People had been collefted, 
and not' from the Houfe of C-^^nmons. But he warned the 
People to beware of this double; Houfe of Commons, which 
Minifters were erefting on the foundation of their delufion; 
the Commons of England in Parliament aflemjbled ; and the 
Commons of England in corporation and county meetings 
difpcrfeJ: an arttal Minifte.r would craftily play off the one 
after the other; he would make ufe of a pliant Houfe of 
Commons to opprefs the People ; and he would make ufe of 
a deluded Houfe of Commons, difperfed through the coun- 
try, to awe a refraftory or independent collefted Houfe of 
Commons. If the proceedings of the late Parliament had 
beea really viifagreeable to the People, why had they not 
pelitionwl that Houfe againft thofe proceedings ? If they had 
petitioned, and their prayers had been difregarded, or treated 
with contempt, then addreffesto the Throne for a diflblution 
rf Parliament would have been extreme' v proper, when 
^lic oeconomy became the general wilh of the People, 
' Vol. XV. X petitions 
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petitions were prefented not to th^ Crown, but to the 
of Commons ; hut means bad been contrived of late fo ttj 
delude the People, as to make them the very inftrumeDts 
the degradation of that branch of the Government; tjbtifikl 
ftru£tion of which muft necelTarily be attended with di' 
lols of their liberty. The Eafl-India bill had been ma&ttil 
fpecious pretext of the diflblution ; it was reprefented ast 
violent attack upon the franchifes of the people, an infM, 
fion qf the royal prerogative, and a medium through whidi; 
the Tate Minifters intended to have fecured to themfelves t. 
power paramount to every power in the kingdom. Indfr! 
fence of that bill, he faid, that it did not appear r^fonaUl^ 
that the Proprietors of Eaft-India ftock fhould in future W'\ 
tain in their hands a power which they had fo grofsly abufeif? 
by which they had plundered and rendered miferable many^ 
miliions of perfons, who were' under the protedlion of thil/ 
nation ; a power which had enabled them to enter into tht 
moft unjuft and impolitic wars, the- confequence of which 
brought very heavy expence upon this kingdom. As to thi 
invafion of the Royal prerogative, he was furprifed tohetf 
that brought as a charge laid at the deor of the Eaft- 
India bill. The power of making war, and of carry* 
ing it on, where and in what manner he pleafed, wai 
certainly one of the firft and greateft prerogatives 6f 
the Crown ; and yet the late Houfe of Commons not 
only addreffed the King not to carry on the war on die 
continent of America, but went fo far even as to vote tfail 
man an enemy to his country who fliould advife the carrying 
of it on, or who fhould affift in it ; fo that though Sir Heorj 
Clinton, for inftance, was bound by the Mutiny a£ttoobef 
the King's orders, as Captain General of the forces^ and 
was even liable to be fhot if he fhould refufe to obey thenii 
ilill the refolutions of the Houfe of Commons would atueb 
upon him, and fufpend the whole fyflem of military fubor^ 
dmation ; and yet that refolution had been fupported by the 
warmefl friends of the prefent Miniflry, and by luinfdf J 
and no one ever thought of making it a ground for the dtfb* 
lution of the Parliament. As to the patronage of this Eaft- 
India Company, which it was faid Miniflry intended to 
make the means of rendering themfelves paramount to tbf 
Crown, he obferved, that thpfe who were at this moment 19 
full poff^fEon of that patronage (the Company) were very 
far from being independent of the Crown, fo far from b«0| 
paramount to it ; and he could afTure the Houfc^ 00 his con- 
4 fdeoc^ 
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Hcocey and on his honour, that the perfons.who were to 
re been at the head of the Company's affairs, had been 
led in devifing means by which they might have put it 
";„cflFcftually out of tl^eir own power to derive any emo- 
iientor parliamentary fupport from their fituation : anc^ 
ijp'tinnfclf had made it a point to fhut his ears to every ap-. 
Ication that had been madeto him for his influence with 
^fc who were tohave.been in ihedireftion of India affairs, 
dcr the bill brought in by his right honourable friend : to 
truth of this affertion he called God to be his witnefs j 
' he affured the Hdufe, that by his conduft on that occa- 
lic had made himftlf many enemies, and not one friend, 
iit bad bis right honourable friend's bill been as bad as fome 
Dplc had reprefented it to be, flill he would maintain that 
f King could not, conftitutionally fpeaking, afBgn the ex- 
cncc of fuch a bill as the reafon for his diflblving the Par- 
Bcnt ; for, in the firft place, he ought not to have known 
bat a bdl was in exiHence; and in the next, the Houfe had 
|i*right to entertain whatever bill it pleafed, even if it were 
jibffible that it could be treafonable, or if it were eVen for 
pppingoiF a whole branch of the prerogative ; a bill of ex- 
llofion Had been entertamcd by Parliament : and if the day 
Slould come when either a member of the Houfe, or the 
Iriiole Houfe, Ihould he made rerponfible for a part taken in 
pay billy on that day would the liberties of England expire^ 
ikn attack might be made on the prerogative by the Houfe 
fif Peers; and yet that would be no ground for adilfqlution^ 
!• the Peers of the new Parliament would be precifely the 
bme who attacked the prerogatives in the laft. This was a 
dfiie which called upon the Houfe to oppofe doftrines which 
feemed to be gaining ground : a noble Lord (Shelburne) had 
Bhtn mentioned the balance of the different branches of the 
Cbnftitution •— but for his part lie reprobated the idea : thi% 
wm not a government of balances : and a noble Duke 
(Richmond) in his letter to the Volunteers of Ireland, had 
|fi6(itively rcjefted the idea of a balance ; for he would not 
■Uow the King a negative on the afts of both HoufeSj^'^^it 
iPOuld be ftrange indeed (obferved his Grace) that onejftan 
ftlould have it in his power, by his negative, to counteraft 
0ie wifdom of the Lords and Commons, .or, in other words, 
pf the whole nation. This obfervation, Mr^ Burke faid, 
might as well be applied to the Houfe of Lords ; fpr it 
^irould be a flrange thing if two hundred Peers fliould h;\ve 
it in tbcir power tq defeat by their negative what had bpea 

A 2 dQj[i^ 
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done by the P.oplc of England. He concluded byobfafl 
ing, that if the ineafurcs of the late Parliament wereiino» 
ftiiutional, they ought to be condemned and cenliued ; il^l 
on the other hand, they were ftridlly coiiftitutional, it wall 
the more incumbent on the prefent tioufe to defend iBt| 
maintain them, as the laft Houfe was faid to have been pll 
to deaih for having fnpported them. 

He concluded with making his motion, .which was si 
follows : 

That a rcprefentation bfc prefenied to His Majefty, motl 
humbly to offer to his royal confideration, that the addirch| 
of this Houfe upon His Majefty's fpeech from the tUroneil 
was diftated folely by our conviction of His Majefty's owol 
moft gracious intentions towards his People, which, as we 1 
feel with gratitude, fo we are ever ready to acknowledge 
with chearfulnefs and fatisfaftion. 

Impreffed with thefe fentiments, we were willing to icpi» ] 
rate from our general expreilions of duty, refpeA, and ve- • 
neration to His Majefty's royal perfon, and his princely vir- 
tues, all difcuffion whatever with relation to, feveral of the 
matters fuggefted, and feveral of the exprei&ons employed, 
jn that fpeech. 

That it was not fit or becoming that any decided opinioA 
fhould be formed by his faithful Commons on that fpeech, 
without a degree of deliberation adequate to the importance 
of the objeft. Having afforded ourlcives due time for that 
deliberation, we do now moft humbly beg leave to reprefent 
to His Majefty, that, in the fpeech from the Throne^ hii 
Miniflcrs have thought proper to ufe a language of a Vfry 
alarming import, unauthorifed by the pra£tic^ of good times» 
and irreconcileable to the principles of this Government. 

Humbly to exprefs to His Majefty, that it is the privilege 
and duty of this Houfe to guard the Confljtution from all 
infringement on the part of Minifters; and, whenever the 
occaiion requires it, to warn them Pgainfl any abufe of .the ' 
authorities committed to them : but it is very lately*, that| 
in c^^anner not more unfeemly than irregular and prepoftC' 
roui^ Minifters have thought proper, by admonition from 
the Throne implying diflruft and reproach, to convey the 
expectations of the People to us, their folc reprefentativesf; 

aoil 

* See King's fpeech, Dec. 5, 1781, and May 19, 1784. 
-f ** 1 will never fubmit to the do6brine8 I have heard this day from. 
f* the Woolfack, thai the other lioufe (Houfe of Common j) are the 

** only 
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and have prefamed to caution us, the general guardians of 
the Copftitution^ againft any infringeo^ent of it on our 
parts. 

This dangerous innovation we^ his faithful Commons, 
think it our duty to mark ; and ^s tbefe admonitions from 
the Throne, by their frequent repetition, feem intended to 
-lead gradually to the eftablifhment of an ufage^ we hold our- 
feives bound thus folemnly to protefl againft them. 

This Houfe will be, as it ever ought to be, anxioufly at- 
tentive to the inclinations and interefts of its conftituents : 
nor do we deiire to ftraiten any of the avenues to the Throne, 
or to either Houfe of Parliament. But the ancient order, 
in which the rights of the People have been exercifed, is not 
.a ;-eftri£tion of thefe rights. It is a method providently 
framed in favour of thnfe privileges, which it preferves and 
enforces by keeping in that courfc which has been found the 
irioft eiFeftual for anfvvering their ends. His Majefty may 
receive the opinions and wifhes of individuals under their 
fignatures, and of bodies corporate under their Teals, as ex* 
prefling their own particular fenfe ; and he may grant fuch 
redrefs as the fcgal powers of the Crown enables the Crown 
to afford. This, and the other Houfe of Parliament, may 
- alio receive the wifhes of fuch corporations and individuals 
by petition. The colleftive fenfe of his People His Majefty 
is to receive from his Commons in Parliament afTemhled, 
It would deftroy the whole fpirit of the conftitution, if his 
Commons were to raceive that fenfe from the Minifters of 
the Crown, or to admit them to be a proper or a regular 
chanhel for conveying it. 

That the Minifters in the faid fpcech declare, ^^ His Ma- 
** jefty has a juft and confident reliance, that we (his faith- 
^^ ful Commons) are animated with the fame fentiments of 
•* loyalty, and the fame attachment to our excellent Confti- 
^^ tution, which he had the happinefs to fee fo fully mani« 
** fefted i a every part of the kingdom." 

To reprefent that his faithful Commons have never failed 
in loyaltv to His Majefty ; it is new to them to be reminded 
of it^ It is unneceffary and invidious to prefs it upon them 
by any example. This recommendation of loyalty, after 

^ Oftly reprefentatives and guarcHrns of the People's rights; I boldly . 
^* maintain the contrary : I fay this Houfe (Houfe of Lords) is equally 
** the reprcftntativc of the People.*' — Lord Shelburnc's fpcech, 
-April 8, 1*778. yidcjthis work, VoL X. page 39». 
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His Majefty has fat for fo many years, with tfie full fupport 
of all defcriptions of his fubjefts, on the throne of this 
kingdom, at a time of profdund peace, and without any pre* 
tdice of the exiftence or apprehenCon of war or confpiracy, 
becomes in itfelf a fource of no fmall jealoufy to his faitn- 
ful Commons ; as many circumftances lead us to apprehend 
that therein the Minifters have reference to fome other roea* 
fures and principles of loyalty, and to fome other ideas of 
the conftitution, than the laws require, or the pradtice of 
Parliament will admit. 

,No riegula;- communication of the proofs of loyalty and 
attachment ^o the Cpnditution, alluded to in the fpeech from 
the Throne, have been laid before this Houfc, in order to 
enable us to ^^dge of the nature, tendency, or occafion of 
them, or in what particular z(ks they were difplaycd : but, 
if we arc to fuppofe the manifeftations of loyalty (which arc 
held out to us as an example of imitation) connft in certain 
addreffes delivered to His Majefty, promifing fupport to His 
Majefty in theexercife of his prerogative, and thanlung His 
Majefty for removing certain of his Minifters on account of 
the votes they have given upon bills depending in Parlia- 
ment ; if this be the example of loyalty alluded to in the 
fpeech from the Throne, then we muft beg leave to exprefs 
our ferious concern for the impreffion which has been made 
on many of our fellow fubjefts by mifreprcfentations, which 
have feduced them into afeeming approbation of proceedings^ 
fubverfive to their own freedom. We conceive, that the 
opinions delivered in thefe papers were not well coniidered ; 
nor were the parties duly informed of the nature of the 
matters on which they were called to determine, nor of 
thofe proceedings of rarliament which they were led to 
cenfure. 

We (hall aft more advifedly. The loyalty we fhall roa- 
nifeft will not be the fame with theirs; but, we truft, it will 
be equally fincere, and more enlightened. It is no flight 
authority which fhall perfuade us (by receiving as proofs of 
loyalty the miftaken principles lightly taken up in thefe ad- 
dreffes) obliquely to criminate, with the heavy and unground-* 
cd charge of diuoyalty and difafieftion, an uncorrupt, inde- 
pendent, and reforming Parliament. Above all, we fhall 
take care that none of the rights and privileges, always 
claimed, and fince the acceilion of His Majefty's illuftrious 
family cpnftantly exercifed by this Houfe, (and which we 
hold and exercife in truft for the Commons of Qreat Bri« 

taiiij 
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tain, and for their benefit) (hall be conftruflively furrcn- 
deredy or even weakened and impaired under ambiguous 
phrafes and implications of cenfure on the late parliamen- 
tary proceedings. If thefe claims are not well founded^ 
they ought to be honeftly abandoned ; if they are juft, they 
ought to befteadily and refolutely maintained. 

Of His Majefty's own gracious difpofition towards the 
true principles of our free conftitution, his faithful'Com- 
mons never did, or could, entertain a doubt : but we hum- 
bly beg leave to exprefs to His Majefty our uneaiinefs con- 
cerning other new and unufual exprcffions of bis Minifters, 
declaratory of a refolution " to fupport, in their juft ba- 
** lance, the right* and privileges of every branch of the 
<« Lcgiflature.'' 

It were defirable that all hazardous theories concerning a 
{balance of rights and privileges (a mode of exprellion wholly 
foreign to parliamentary ul'age) might have been forborne. 
His Majefty's faithful Commons are well inftruftcd in their 
own rights and privileges, which they are determined to 
maintain on the footing upon which they were handed down 
from their anceftors : they are not unacquainted with the 
rights and privileges of the Houfe of Peers ; and they know 
aind rcfpe£k the lawful prerogatives of the Crown : but they 
do not think it fafe to admit any thing concerning the ex- 
iftence of a balance of thofe rights, privileges, and preroga« 
tives ; ndr are they able to difcern to what objeAs Miniftcrs 
wonld apply their fiftion of a balance ; nor what they 
wonld confider as a juft one. Thefe unauthorifed doftrines 
have a tendency to ftir improper difcuffions ; and to lead to 
mifchievous innovations in the Conftitution^. 

That 

* Lord Shelbume^ in his fpccch, April 8, 1778, exprelTcd him- 
£r\£ as follows : vide this work, vol. X. 

** The noble sind learned Lord on the woolfack, in the debate 
" which opened the bufinefs of this day, afTcrted, that your Lord- 
*' il^ipt were incompetent to< make any alteration in a money bill, or 
** a bill of fupply. I ihould be glad to fee the matter fully and fairly 
<> difcuflcd, and the fubjedt brought forward and argued upon prece- 
'* dent as well as ail its collateral relations. I ihould be pleafcd to 
** lee the queftion fairly committed, were it for no other rcafon but to 
" heap the fleek, fmooth Contra£^or8 from the other Houfc, come to 
** that bar and declare, that they, and they only, could frame a mo- 
"Hey bill^ and they, and they only, could difpofc of the property 
'*9f the Peers. of Great Britain. Perhaps fomc arguments more 
] *' plaufiblc 



i6o PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

That his faithful Commons moft humbly recommend, in« 
Aead of the inconfiderate fpeculations of unexperienced 
men, that on all occafions, refort (hould be had to the happy 
praftice of Parliament, and to thofe fblid maxims of gp" 
vcrnment which have prevailed lince the acceffion of His 
Majefty's illuftrious family, as furnifhing the only lafe prin- 
ciples on which the Crown and Parliament can proceed. 

We think it the more neceflary to be cautious on this 
head, as, in the laft Parliament, the prefent Minifters had 
thought proper to countenance, if not to fuggeft, an attack 
upon the moft clear arid undoubted rights and privileges of 
this Houfe. 

Fearing, from thefe extraordinary admonitions, and from 
the new ddftrines which feem to have didlated feveral un- 
ufual expreflions, that His Majefty has been abufed by falfe 
reprefen tat ions of the late proceedings in Parlianient, wc 
think it our duty refped^fuUy to inform His Majefty* that 
no attempt whatever has been made againft his lawful pre^ 
rogatives, or againft the rights and privileges of the P^enf,^ 
by the late Houfe of Commons, in any of their addrefles, 
votes, or refolutions : neither do we know of any proceed- ' 
ing by bill, in which it was propofed to abridge the extent 
of his royd prerogative: but if fuch provifion bad exifted 
in any bill, we proteft and we declare againft all fpeeches^ 
afts or addreffes, from any perfon whatfoeyer, which have 
a tendency to confider fuch bills, or the perfons concerned* 
in them, as juft obje£ls of any kind of cenfure andptmifh- 
ment from the Throne. Neceflary reformations may here*^ 
after require, as they have frequently done in former timet, 
limitations and abridgements, and in fome cafes an entire ex«* 
tinftion of fome branch of prerogative. If bills fhould be 
improper in the form in which they appear in the Houfe 

*• plaufible than thofe I heard this day from the woplfack, to Ihtw 
** that the Commons have an uncontrollable, unqualified righf, to 
** bind your Lordihips' property, may be urged by them. At prsfeht 
*^ I beg leave to differ from the noble and learned Lord ; for until the* 
** claim, after a folemn difcuffion of the Houfe, is openly and di- 
** re£lly relinqqifhed, I fhall continue to be of opinion, that yotir Lord* 
*^ fhips have a right to alter, amend, or reje£t a money bill." 

The Duke of Richmond alfo, in his letter to the Tolunteers of 
Ireland, fpeak» of feveral of the powers exercifed by the Houfe of 
Commons^ in the light of ufurpations i and his Grace is of opinioo/ 
that when the People are refto^ed to what he conceives to be their 
rights, in ele6ling the Houfe of Commons, the other branches of the 
Legiilature ought to be reilored to theirs. Vide Remelnbranceri 
TOl. XVI. 

'where 
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where they originate, they are liable, by the wifdom of this 
Conftitution, to be corredleci, and even to be totally let 
aTide, elfewhere. This is. the known, the legal, and the 
fafe xiemedy : but whatever, by the manifeilation of the 
Royal difpleafure, tends .to intimidate individual members 
fioiB propofing, or this Houfe from receiving, debating, and, 
]»£Bng bills, tends to prevent even the beginning of every 
ttfbrmation in the State; and utterly deftroys the delil^ra- 
tiVc capacity of Parliament. We therefore claim, demand, 
and inuft upon it, as our undoubted right, that no perfons 
fliall be deemed proper objects of animadverfion by the 
Crown, in any mode whatever, for the votes which they 
Jive, or the propofitions which they make, in Parliament. 

We humbly conceive, that befides its fliare of the legif- 
ative power, and its right of impeachment, by the law 
idd ufage of Parliament, this Houfe has other powers 
ind capacities, which it is bound to maintain. This Houfe 
:saflured« that our' humble advice on the exercife of prero- 
[^ative will be heard with the fame attention with which it 
tun ever been regarded ; and that it will be followed by the 
lame etk6ks which it has ever produced, during the happy 
and glorious reigns of His Majefty's Royal Progenitors; hot 
doabting but that, in all thofe points, we fliall be con- 
fidered a^ a council of wifdom and weight to advife, and 
pc^ merely as an accufer of competence to criminate*. This 
Houle claims both capacities ; and we truil that we fliall be 
left to our free difcretion which of them we ihall employ as 
beft calculated for His MajeAy's and the national fervice. 
Whenever^we fhall fee it expedient to offer our advice con- 
cerning His Majefty's fervants, who are thofe of the Pub- 
lic, we confidently hope, that the perfonal favour of any 
Minifter, or any let of Miniflers, will not be more dear to 
His Majefty, than the credit and chara6ler of an Houfe of 
Commons* It is an experiment full of peril to put the re- 
prefentative wifdom and juftice of His Majefty's People in 
die wrong; it is a crooked aivd defperate defign, leading to 
nufchief, the extent of which no human wifdqm can forefee, 
toattempt to form a prerogative party in the nation, to be 
Idbrted to as occafion fhall require, in derogation from the 
anthority of the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 

* ** I obferve at the fame time, that there is no charge or com- 
" pbint fuggefied againft my prefent Miniflers." — The King's an- 
.^» ftjltti February, 1784, to the addrefs of the Houfe of Com* 

AOBt. 
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aflembled : it is a contrivance' full of danger, for MiDiften 
to fet up the reprefentative and conftituent bodies of the 
Commons of this kingdom as two feparate and diftinA 
powers, formed to counterpoife each other, leaving the pre- 
ference in the hands of fecret advifers of the Crown. la 
fuch a fituation of things, thefe advifers^ taking adyantagA 
of the differences which may accidentally arife, or may. puTf 
pofely be fomented between them, will have it in their 
choice to refort to the one or the other, as may befl: fuit the 
purpofes of their finifter ambition. By exciting an emula- 
tion and conteft between the reprefentative and conftituent 
bodies, as parties contending for credit and influence at the 
Throne, facrifices will be made by both ; and the whole can 
end in nothing but the deftrudlipn of the deareft rights and 
liberties of the nation. If there muft be another mode of 
conveying the colleflive fenfe of the People to the Throne 
than by the Houfe of Commons, it ought to be fixed and de« 
fined, and its authority ought to be fettled : it ought not t» 
exift in fo precarious and dependent jt fiate as that Miniflen 
ihould have it in their power, at their own mere pleafnre, to 
acknowledge it with refpeft, or to rejefl it with fcorn. 

It is the undoubted prerogative of the Crown to diflolvt 
Parliament ; but we beg leave to lay before His. Majefty, 
that it is, of all the trufts veiled in his Majefty, the moft 
critical and dehcate, and that in which this Houfe has the 
moil reafon to require, not only the good faith» but the fih 
vour of the Crown, His Commons are not alwavs upon a 
par with his Miniileirs in an application to popular judge- 
ment : it is not in the power of the members of this "How 
to go to their election at the moment the moil favourable ta 
them. It is in the power of the Crown to choofe a time fbf 
their diilblution whilil great and arduous matters of ftate 
and legiilation are depending, which may be eafily mifunder- 
flood, and which cannot be fully explained before that mif- 
underilanding may prove fatal to the honour that belongs 
and to the confideration that is due, to members, of Pai^ 
liament. 

With his Majeily is the gift of all the rewards^ the ho- 
nours, diilin£lions, favour, and grace of the State; with. 
his Majeily is the mitigation of all the rieours of the laWf 
and we rejoice to fee the Crown poflefled of trufts calcu- 
lated to obtain good-will, and charged with duties which nt 
popular and pleafing. Our truils are of a difierent kind. . 
Our duties are harih and invidious in their nature j and juf- 
^ tice and faiety is all we can expe£l in th^ exercife of thetik. 

We 
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We are to offer falutary, which is not always pleaCng, 
r., council: we are to inquire and accufej and the obj efts of 
«. 4^r inquiry and charge will be for the moft part perfons of 
^Irealth, power, and extenflve connexions : we are to make 
■* rigid iawj for the prefervation of revenue, which of necef- 
-' .fity more or lefs confine fome aftion, or reftrain fome func- 
tion, which before was free; what is the moft critical and 
ifiTidious of all, the whole bodv of the public impofitions 
. 4MrigiQate from us, and the band of the Houfe of Commons 
if leen and felt in every burden that prefles on the people. 
Whilft, ultimately, we are ferving them, and in the firft in- 
: JBiance whilft we are ferving HisMajefty, it will be hard, in- 
, ^bed, if we ftiould fee a Houfe of Commons the vi£tim of 
its zeal and fidelity, facrificed by his Minifters to thofe very 
■ popular difcontents which fhall be excited by our dutiful en- 
(deavours for the fecurity and greatnefs of his Throne, No - 
cthev confeauence can refult from fuch an example, but that, 
, Ipl future, the Houfe of Commons, confulting its fafety at 
^he expence of its duties, and fuffering the whole energy of 
tiie State to be relaxed, will ihrink from every fervice, 
which, however neceflary, is of a great and arduous nature, 
• . or that, willing to provide for the public neceffities, and, at 
the fame time, to fecure the means of performing that talk, 
' they will exchange independence for protedtion, and will 
court a fubfervient exiftence through the favour of thofe 
Minrfters of State, or thofe fecret advifers, who ought them- 
felves to ftand in awe of the Commons of this realm. 

An Houfe of Commons, refpefled by his Minifters, is 
eflential to His Majefty's fervice : it is fit that they fhould 
ySeld to Parliament, and not that Parliament fliould be broken 
and new modelled until it is fitted to their purpofes. If 
our auth9rity is only to be held up when we coincide in 
opinion with his Majefty's advifers, but is to be fet at nought 
the moment it difiers from them, the Houfe of Commons 
Will fink into a mere appendage of Adminiftration ; and will 
lofe that independent charafler which, infeparably conne6k- 
ing the honour and reputation with the ads of this Houfe, 
enables us to afford a real, effedlive, and fubftantial fupport 
to his government. It is the deference fliewn to our opi- 
nion, when we diflent from the fervants of the Crown, 
which alone can give authority to the proceedings of this 
Houfe, when it concurs with their meafures. 

That authority once loft, the credit of His Majefty's 
Crown will be impaired in the eyes of all nations. Foreign 
powers, who may yet wifli to revive a friendlj^ intercourfe 

Y 2 with 
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, with this nation, will look in vain for that hold which gave 
a connexion witli Great Britain the preference to an alliance 
with any other State. An Houfe of Commons,- of which 
Minifters were known to (land in awe, where everything 
was necefiarily difcufled, on principles fit to he openly and 
puhlicly avowed, and which could not he retraced or varied 
without danger, furnifhed a ground of confidence in the 
public faith, which the engagement of no State dependent 
on the flvi6^uation of perfonal favour, and private advice, 
can ever pretend to. If faith with the Houfe of Commons, 
the grand (ecurity for the national faith itfelf, can be broken 
with impunity, a wound is given to the political importance 
of Great Britain, which will not eafily be healed. 

^J hat there was a great variance between^ the late Houfe 
• of Commons and certain perfons, whom His Majefty has 
been advifed to make and continue as Miniftefs," in defiance 
of the advite of that Houfe, is notorious to the world. 
That Houfe did not confide in thofe Minifters; and they 
withheld their confidence from them for reafonsTor which 
j)ofterity will honour and refpeft the names of thofe who 
compofed that Houfe of Commons, diftinguifhed for its in- 
dependence. They could not confide in perfons whp have 
fhewn a difpofition to dark and dangerous Intrigues. By 
thefe intrigues they have weakened, if not deftroyed, the 
clear affurances which His Majefty's People, and which all 
nations ought to have, of what are, and what are not, the 
real afts of his government. 

If it Oiould he (een that his Minifters may contmue in 
tlieir offices, without any fignification to them of His Ma- 
jefty 's difpleafure at any of their meafures,' whilft perfons 
confiderable for their rank, and known to have had accefs to 
His Mnjefty's facred perfon, can, with impunity, abufe that 
advantage, and employ His Majefty's name to difavow and 
counter aft the proceedings of his official fervants, nothing 
but diftruft, difcord, debility, contempt of all authority, 
and general confufion, can prevail in his government.. 

This we lay before His Majefty with humility and con- 
cern, as the inevitable efFeft cf a fpirit of intrigue in his ex- 
ecutive government ; an evil which we have but too muph 
reafon to be perfuaded exifts and increafes. During the 
courfe of the laft feffion it broke out in a manner the moll 
alarming. This evil was infinitely aggravated by the un- 
authorifed, hut not difavowed ufe which has been madeof 
His Majefty's name, for the purpole of the mbft unconfti- 
tutional, corrupt, and diftionourable influence on the minds 

of 
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of the members of Parliament, that ever was praflifed ia 
this kingdohi. No attention, even to the exterior decorum, 
in the prafllice of corruption, and intimidation employed on 
Peers, was ohferved : feveral Peers were obliged under men- 
aces to retrad their declarations, and to recal their proxies. 

The Commons- have the deepeft- intereft in the purity 
and integrity of the Peerage. The Peers difpofe of all the 
property in the kingdom, in the laft refort; and they difpofe 
off it on their honour and not on their oaths, as all the mem- 
bers of every other tribunal in the kingdom muft do ; 
though in them the proceeding is not conclufive. We have, 
therefore^ a right to demand that no application fhall be 
made to Peers of fuch a nature as may give room to call in 
queftion, much lefs to attaint, our foleiecurity for all that 
we poilefs. This corrupt proceeding appeared to the Houfe 
of Commons, who are the natural guardians of the purity 
of Parliament, and of the purity of every branch of judi- 
cature, a moll reprehenCble and dangerous praftice, tending 
to fhake the very foundation of the .authority of the Houfe 
of Peers , and they branded it as fuch by their refolution. 

The Houfe had not fufficient evidence to enable thehi le- 
gally to punifh this pradlice, but they had enough to caution 
theme againft all confidence in tlie authors and abettors of it. . 
.They performed their duty in humbly advifing His Majefty 
againft the employment of fuch Minifters ; but His Majefty 
was advifed to keep thofe Minifters, and to diflblve that 
Parliament. The Houfe, aware of the importance and ur- 
gency of its duty with regard to .the Britifti interns in In- 
dia, which were and are in the utmoft dilbrder, and in the 
utmoft peril, moft humhly requefted His Majefty not to dif- 
folve the Parliament during the courfe of their very critical . 
proceedings on that fubjefit. His Majefty's gracious conde- 
ftenfion to that requefi was conveyed in the Royal faith, 
pledged to an Houfe of Parliament, and folemniy delivered 
from the Throne. It was but a very few days after a Com- 
niittee had been, with the confent and concurrence of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, appointed for an inquiry into 
certain accounts delivered to the Houfe by the Court of 
Direftors, and then adually engaged in that inquiry, that 
the Minifters, regardtefs ot the afliirance given from the 
Crown to an Houfe of Commons, did diflblve that Parlia- 
ment. We moft humbly fubmitto His Majefty's confider- 
ation, the confequences of this their breach of public 
£iith. 

Whilft 
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Whilft the members of the Houfe of Commons, under 
that fecurity, were engaged in His Majefty's and the national 
bufmefs^ endeavours were induftrioufly ufed to calumniate 
tbofe whom it was found impradlicable to corrupt. The rc» 
putation of the members, and the reputation of the Houib 
itfelf, was undermined in every part of the kingdom. 

In the fpeech from the Throne relative to India, we are 
cautioned by the Minifters, " not to lofe fight of the eSk& any 
<* meafure may have on the Conftitution of our country.** 
We are apprehenfive that a calumnious report fpread abroad 
£)f an attack upon His Majefty's prerogative by the late 
Houfe of Commons, may have made an impreffion upon his 
Royal mind, and have given occafion to this unufual adrno* 
nition to the prefent. This attack is charged to have been 
made in the late Parliament, by a bill which pafled the Houfe 
of Commons in the laft feffion of that Parliament, for the 
regulation of the affairs, for the prefervation of the com* 
xnerce, and for the amendment of the Government of thii 
nation, in the Eaft Indies. 

That His Majefty and His People may bave an opportu- 
nity of entering into the ground of this injurious charge, 
we beg leave humbly to acquaint His Majefty, that, UX 
from having made any infringement whatfo^ver on any part' 
of His Royal prerogative, that bill did, for a limited time^ 
give to His Majefty certain powers never before pollefled by 
the Crown •, and for this his prefent Minifters (who, rather 
than fall fhort in the number of their calumnies, employ 
fome that are contradiftory) have' flartdered this Houfe, as 
aiming at the extenfion of an unconftitutional influence in 
His Majefty's Crown. This pretended attempt to incteafe 
the influence of the Crown, they were weak enough to en;* 
deavour to perfuade His Majefty's People was amongft the 
caufes which excited His Majefty's refentment againft his 
late Minifters. 

Farther, to remove the impreflions of this calumny con'* 
cerning an attempt in the Houfe of Commons againft his 
prerogative, it is proper to inform His Majefty, ihat the 
territorial pofltfllons in the Eaft Indies never have been de- 
clared, by any public judgement, a6l, or inftrument, oraay 
refolution of Parliament whatfoever, to be the fubje£l mat- 
ter of His Majefty's prerogative ; nor have they ever been 
tinderftood as belonging to his ordinary Adminiftration, or 
to be annexed or united to his Crown ; but that they are 
acquifitions of a new and peculiar defcription, unknown to 
the ancient executive Conftitution of this country. 

From 
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From time to time, therefore, Parliament provided for 
their government according to its difcretion, and to its opi- 
, llion of what was required by the public neceffities. We 
do not know that His Majefly was entitled, by prerogative^ 
to cxercife any authority whatfoever in the Uompany^s af* 
■ fairs, or that, in eflfed, fuch authority ever has been exer- 
cifed. His Majcfty's patronage was not taken away by that 
bill; becaufe it is notorious that His Majefty never origi- 
aally had the appointment of a fingle officer, civil or mi- 
litary, in the Company's eilablifhment in India; nor has 
the leaft degree of patronage ever been acquired to the 
Crown in any other manner or meafure, than as the power 
was thought expedient to be granted by aft of Parliament ; 
that it, by the very fame Authority by which the office! 
were difpofed of and regulated in the bill, which His Ma-^ 
jelly's fervants have Falfely and injurioily reprefented as in- 
fringing upon the prerogative of the Crown. 

Before the year 1773, the whole Adminiftration of Indla^ 
and the whole patronage to office there, was in the hands 
of the Eafl-India Company. The Eaft-India Company is 
not a branch of His Majefty's prerogative Adminiftration, 
nor docs that body exercife any fpecies of authority under 
it, nor indeed from any Britifti title, that does not derive 
all its legal validity from afts of Parliament. 

When a claim was afTerted to the India territorial pofTef- 
fioQS in the occupation of the Company, thefe pofTeffions 
were not claimed as parcel of His Majefty's patrimonial 
eftate^ or as a fruit ofthe ancient inheritance of his Crown. 
They were claimed for the Public. And when agreements 
were made with the Eaft-India Company concerning any 
compofttion for the holding, or any participation of the 
profits of thofe territories, the agreement was made with 
the Public, and the preambles of the feveral afts have uni- 
formly fo ftated it. Thefe agreements were not made (even 
nominally) with His Majefty, but with Parliament; and 
the bills making and eftabliming fuch agreements always 
originated in this Houfe, which appropriated the money to 
await th'e difpolition of Parliament, without the ceremony 
of previous confent from the Crown even fo much as fug- 
gefted by any of his Minifters ; which previous confent is 
an obfervance of decorum, not indeed of ftrift right, but 
generally paid when a new appropriation takes place in any 
*part of His Majefty-s prerogative revenues. 

In 
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In purfuancc of a right thus umformly rccognifed, |nd* ' 
uniformly aftcd on, when Parliament undertook the refer* 
raation of the Eaft-India Company in 1773, a commiflioQ 
was appointed as the commiffion in the late bill was ap- 
pointed ; and it was made to continue for a term of years, 
as the commiffion in the late bill was to continue ; all the 
Commiffioners were named iji Parliament, as in the late bill 
they were named. As they received, fo they held their 
offices, wholly independent of the Crown ; they held tbcm 
for a fixed term ; they were not removeable by an addrefii 
of either Houfe, or even of both Houfos of Parliament,' a 
precaution obferved in the late bill, relative to the Com* 
miffioners propofed therein ; nor were they bound by tlje 
ftria rules of proceeding which regulated and reftrained the 
late Commiffioners againft all poffible abufe of a powei;^ 
which could not fail of being diligently arid zealoufly 
watched by the Minifters of the Crown, and the Proprietors 
of the flock, as well as by Parliament. Their proceedings 
were, in that bill, direfted to be of fuch a nature as eafiLf: 
to fubjeft them to the ftrifteft revifion of both, in cafe of 
any malverfation. 

In the year 1780, an aft of Parliament again made pro- 
vifion fpr the Government of thofe territories for another 
four years, without any fort of reference to prerogative ; 
nor was the leaft objeftion taken at the fecond, more than at 
the firft of thofe periods, as if an infringement had been*' 
made upon the rights of the Crown ; yet His Majefly's Min 
nifters have thought fit to reprefent the late commiiCoa'u. 
an entire innovation on the Conftitution, and the fetting up 
a new order and eftate in the nation, tending to the fuh-. 
vcrfion of the monarchy itfelf. , 

If the Government of the Eafl Indies, other than by Hi*. 
Majefty's prerogative, be, in efFeft, a fourth order in the. 
commonwealth, this order has long exifted ; becaufe the 
Eaft-India Company has for many years enjoyed it in the. 
fuUeft extent, and does at this day enjoy the whole AdmU. 
niftration of thofe provinces, and the patronage to offices 
throughout that great empire, except as it is controled by 
aft of Parliament. 

It was the ill condition, and ill Adminiftration of the. 
Company's affairs, which induced this Houfe (merely as a 
temporary eftablifhment) to veft the fame powers which the 
Company did before poffefs, (and no other) for a lia)ite4 

tixDCi 
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time, and under very ftrlft direftions, in proper hands, un- 
til they could be rcftored,, or farther provifion made con- 
cerning them. It was therefore no creation whatever of a 
new power, but the removal of an old power, long iincc 
created^ ^nd then exiftlng, from the management of thofe 
peribns who had manifeftly and dangeroully abufed their 
tmft. 1 his Hoiife, which well knows the parliamentary 
origin of all the Company's powers and privileges, and is 
not ignorant or negligent of the authority which may vefl 
tkofe powers and privileges in others, if juftice and the 
public fafety fo require, is confcious to itftlf, that it no 
more creates a new order in the State, by making occafional 
Truftees for the direftion of the Company, than it origi- 
nally did in giving a much more permanent truft to .the Di- 
t«ftors, or to the General Court of that body. The mono- 
poly of the Eaft-India Company was a derogation from the 
general freedom of trade belonging to His Majefty*s People. 
The powers of government, and of peacd and war, are 
parts of prerogative of the higheft order. Of our compe- 
ttrtce to reftrain the rights of all his fubjefls by aft of 
Varliament, and to veft thofe high and eminent pre- 
rogatives even in a particular company of merchants, there 
has been po queftion. We beg leave mod humbly to claim 
as our right, and as a right which this Houfe has always 
ufed^ to frame fuch bills, for the regulation of that com- 
merce, and of the territories held by the Eaft-India Com- 
pany^ and every thing relating to them, as our difcretion 
fhall feem fit :' and we afl^rt and maintain, that therein we 
follow^ and do not innovate on, the Conftitution. 

That His Majefty's Minifters, mifled by their ambition, 
have endeavoured, if poffible, to form a faftion in the 
country againft the popular part of the Conftitution ; and 
have therefore thought proper to add to their flanderous ac- 
cofation againft a Houfe of Parliament, relative to His 
Majcfty's prerogative, another of a diflferent nature, calcu- 
lated for the purpofe of raifing fears and jealoufies among 
corporate bodies of the kingdom, and of perfuading unin- 
formed perfons belonging to thofe corporations to look to, 
and to make addreffes to them as proteftors of their rights, 
under their fcvcral charters, from the defigns which they, 
without any ground, charged the then Houfe d( Commons 
to have formed againft charters in general. For this pur- 
pofe, they have not fcrupled to affert, that the exertion of 
His Majefty's prerogative in the late precipitate change in 

Vol/XV. . Z his 
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his Adminiftratioh, and the diflblution of the late^Parlii* 
iiient» were me^fures adopted in order to ];erci]e the feofk 
and their rights out of the hands of the Houfe of Coffin 
mons, their reprefentatives. 

We truft that His Majefty^s fubjeds arc not yet fo far 
deluded as to believe that the charters, or that any other of 
their local or general privileges, can have a folid ^curity ia 
any place but where that fecurity has always been looked 
for, and always found, in the Houfe of Commons. Mifera^' 
ble and precarious indeed would be the ftate of their fran- 
chifes, if they wtrc to find no defence but from that quar- 
ter from whence they have always been attacked. But the 
late Houfe of Commons, in paffing that bill, made no at- 
tack upon any powers or privileges, except fuch as an < 
Houfe of Commons has frequently attacked, and will at- 
tack (and they truft, in the end; with their wonted fuccefs) 
that is, -upon thofe which are corruptly and oppreiHvdy ad- 
miniftered ; and this Houfe do faithfully affure His Majefty, 
that we will correct, and, if necelTary for the purpofe^ as 
far as in us lies^, will wholly deftroy every fpecies of power 
and authority exercifed by Brixifh fubje&s to the oppref* 
lion, wrong, and detriment of the People, and to the im- 
poveriftiment and defolation of the countries fubjeO: to it, 
' The propagators of the calunmies againft that Houfe of 
Parliament have been indefatigabj^ in exaggerating the fup* 
pofed injury done to the Eaft-lndia Company by the fpfpen* 
iion of the authorities which they have, in every inftaoce, 
abufed ; as if power had been wrefted, by wrong and vio- 
lence, from juft and prudent hands; but. they have, with 
equal care, concealed the weighty grounds and reafont on 
which that Houfe had adopted the moft moderate of all 
' poflible expedients for refcuing the natives of Indiafrom 
oppreflion, and for faving the mterefts of the real and honeft 
Proprietors of their ftock, as well as that great national^ 
commercial concern, from imminent ruin. 

The Minifters aforefaid have alfo caufed it to be reported^ 
that the Houfe of Commons have confifcated the property 
of the Eaft-lndia Company. It is the reverfe of truth. 
The whole management was a truft for the Proprietors, uiH 
der their own infpeftion (and it was fo provided for in the 
bill) and under the infpc6lion of Parliament. That bjU, • 
fo far from confifcating the Company's property, was the 
only one which, for levcral years paft, did not, in fome 

fhape 
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- ihapc'or other, affeft their property, or reftrain thbm in 
die difpofitioa of it. 

It is proper that His Majefty and all his People fhould be 
informed, that the Houfe or Commons have proceeded, 
with regard to the Eaft-India Company, with a degree of 
care, circumfpeftion, and deliberation, which has not been 
equalled in the hiftory of parliamentary proceedings. For 

■ fixteen years the ftate and condition ot that body has never 
been wholly out of their view: in the year 1767, the Houfe 
took thofe objeAs into coniideration, in a Committee of 
the whole Houfe; the bufinefs was purfued in the following 
year: in the year 1772, two Committees were appointed 

\tot the fame purpofe, which examined into their afr;ifrs 
with much diligence, and made very ample Reports. In the 

?rcaf 1773, *^® proceedings were carried to an aft of Par- 
jament, which proved inefFcftual to its purpofe ; the op. 
preffions and abufes in India having (ince rather increafed 
than diminifhed, on account of the greatnefs of the tempta* 
tions and convenience of the opportunities, which got the 
better of the legiflative provifions calculated againft ill prac- 
tices, then in their beginnings: infomuch that, in 1781, 
two Committees were again inftituted, who have made 
feventeen Reports^ It was upon the moft minute, exa£l, 
and laborious colleftron and difcufiion of faAs, that the 
late Houfe of Commons proceeded in the reform which they 
attetnpted in t)ie Adminiftration of India, but which has 
been fruftrated by ways and means the moft difhonourable 
^ to His Majefty's government, and the moft pernicious to 
the Conftitution of this kingdom. His Majefty was fo fen- 
fible of the diforders in the Company's adminiftration, that 
the coniideration of that fubjeft was no lefs than fix times 
recommended to this Houfe in fpeeches from the Throne. 

The refult of the parliamentary enquiries has been, that 

the Eaft-India Company was found totally corrupted, and 

totally perverted from the purpofes of its inftitution, whe- 

' ther political or commercial ; that the powers of war and 

Eeace given by the charter had been abtifed, by kindling 
oftilities in every quarter for the purpofes of rapipe ; that 
almoft all the treaties of peace they have made, have only 
given caufe to fo many breaches of public faith ; that coun« 
. tries, once the moft flouriftiing, are reduced to a ftate of in. 
digence, decay, and depopulation, to the diminution of our 
. ftrength, and to the innnite difhonour of our national cha- 
rafter ; that the laws of this kingdom are notorioufly) and 
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almoft in every inftance, defpifed; that the Servants of tha • 
Company, by the purchafe of qualifications to vote ia thft . 
General Court, and, at length, by getting the Company 
itfelf deeply in their debt, have obtained the entire and m* 
folute maftery in the body, by which they ought to bav^ ., 
been reduced and coerced : thus their malverfatioDs ift , 
office are fupported inftead of being checked by the Com- 
pany* The whole of the affairs of that body are reduced . 
to a moft perilous iituation ; and many millions of innocent 
and deferving men who are under the protedion of this na«i 
tion, and who ought to be protefted by it, are opprefled by 
a moft dcfpotic and rapacious tyranny. The Company and 
their fervants having ftrengthened themfelves by their confe* 
deracy, have let at defiance the authority and admonitions 
.i6f this Houfe employed to reform them ; and when this 
Houle hadTeleftod certain principal delinquents, whom they 
declared it the duty of the Committee to recal, the Com- 
pany held out its legal privileges ag^inft all reformation; 
pofitively rcfufed to recal them ; and fupported thofe who 
had fallen under the juft cenfure of this Houfe, with new 
and ftronger marks of countenance and approbatioi^ 

The late Houfe difcbvering the reverfcd iituation of the 
Company, by which the nominal fervants are really the 
matters, and the offenders are become their own jud^s, 
thought fit to examine into the ftate of their coo^merce ; 
and they have alfo difcovered that their commercial affairs 
are in the greateft diforder; that their debts have accumu^ 
lated beyond any prefent or obvious future means of pay** 
jnent, at leafl under the a£tual admipiftration of t,heir af«* 
fairs ; that this condition of the £aft-India Company bat 
begun to affeft the finking fund itfelf, on which the public 
.credit of the kingdom refts, a million and upwards being 
due to the cuftoms, which that Houfe of Comciions, whofe 
intentions towards the Company have been fo grofsly mif<* 
;reprefented, were indulgent enough to refpite. And thus^ 
inftead of confifcating their property, the Company received^ 
without intereft, (which in fuch a cafe had been before 
charged) the ufe ot a large fum of the public money. The 
revenues are under the peculiar care of this Houfe^ not 
only as the revenues originate from us, but as, on every 
failure of the funds fct apart for fupport of the national 
.credit, or to provide for the national ftrength and fafety^ 
the tafk of fupplying every deficiency falls upon His Ma? 
jefty's faithful Commons^ this Houfe muft^ in effect, ta:^ ' 

'' ' " th9 
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db people. The Houfe therefore, at every moment, incurs 
be^hazard of becoming obnoxious to its conftituents. 

The enemies of the late Houfe of Commons refolved, if" 
offible, to bring on that event. They therefore endeavoured 
» mtfrepreient the provident means adopted by the Houfe of 
Sommons for keeping off this invidious necefTity, as an attack 
n the rights- of the Eaft-India Company; fdr they well 
^Wf that on the one hand, if, for want of proper regi latlan 
E»d relief, the Company Chould become infolvent, or eveii 
;op payment, the national credit and commerce would fufiain 
•li^vy blow ; and that calamity would be juftly imputed to 
terliameat, which after fuch long enquiries, and fuch fre- 
ttent admonitions from His Majefty, hadnegleded fo efleii- 
tal and fo urgent an article of their duty : on the other hand, 
4«y knew, that, wholly corrupted as the Company is, no- 
ting effe^ual could be done to preferve that intereft from 
aiD, without taking for a time the national objefls of their 
mft out of ^heir hands'; and then a cry would be induArioufly 
ililed againft the Houfe of Commons, as depriving Britifh 
abje£%s of their legal privileges. The reftraint being plain 
md fimple, muft be eafily underitood by thofe who would 
e brought with great difficulty, to comprehend the intricate 
letail of matters of fadl, which rendered this fufpenfion of 
i^ adminiftration of India abfoliitely neceffary on motives of 
aftice, of policy, of public honour and public fafety. 

The Houfe of Commons had not been able to devile a me* 
^oif by which the redrefs of grievances could, be effefted 
brou^h the authors of thofe grievances ; nor could they 
Usagine how corruptions could be purified by the corrupters 
t%d the corrupted ; nor do we now conceive, how any refor- 
mation can proceed from the known abettors and fupporier$ 
tt' the perfons^ who have been guilty of the mifdemeanors 
!^Iiament has reprobated, and who for their own ill purpofes 
•vc given countenance to a falfe and delufive ftate ot the 
ISompany's affairs, fabricated to miflead Parliament, and to 
Qtopofe upon the nation. 

Your Commons feel, with a juft refentment, the inadequate 
iRiixiate which your Minifters have formed of the importance 
iff this great concern. They call on us to a£l upon the 
innc^ples of thofe who have not inquired into the fubjeS, 
Vftd to condemn thofe who, with the moft laudable diligence, 
iiave examined and fcrutinized every part of it. I'he deli- 
neations of Parliament have been broken : the feafon of the 
^wr is unfpourable ; many of us are new members, who 
Rmft be wholly unacquainted with the fubjeft, which lies 
^BOte from the ordinary courfe of general information. 
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We are cautioned againft an infringement of the Confiito- \ 
tion ; and it is impoffible to know^^ what the fecret adYiioi 
of the Crown^' who have driven out the late Miniftan fcr 
their conda£t in Papliament, and have difiblved the late Ikf^ 
liament for a pretended attack upon prerogative, will coofifa 
as fuch an iofringenbent. We are not furnifhed with a itH ' 
the obfervance of which can make us fafe from the refcrih^ 
jnent of the Crown, even by the implicit bbedienoe to til 
' dilates of the Miniflers who have advifed that Speech :'m 
know not how foon thofe Miniflers maybe difavowed ; ari 
' how foon the members of this Houfe^ for our very agreeoMt 
with them, may be confidered as objefts of His MzjtAf% 
difpleafure. Until by His Majefty's goodnefs and wildoa 
the late example is compleately done away, we 'are not Mb 

We are well aware, in providing for theafiairs of tfae-l^ 
what an adult ftrength of abufe, and of wealth and infliMMf i 
growing out of that abufe, His Majefty's Commons had iii| 
the laft Parliament, and we flill have, to ilruggle wj|k| 
We are fenfible that the influence of that wealth, in a 1 

larger degree and meafure than at any former period, ^ 

have penetrated into the very quarter from whta<% alooe 4Bf 1 
real reformation can be expected. 

If, therefore; in the arduous affairs recflfomerided to 
our proceedings ihould be ill adapted, feeble and im^bdii 
if no delinquency ihould be prevented, and no deUrt^iMifr 
Ihould be called to account ; if every perfon ihould be candU^: 
promoted, andraifed in power, in proportion to the enbnnilfi 
of his oiFcnces ; if no relief ihould be given to any of M d 
natives unjuftly difpoflefled of their rights, jurifdidiooi,M|j 
properties i if no cruel and unjuft exaSions ihall be ferbeoiJi 
rf the fource of no peculation or oppreflive gain Ihoiddll a 
cut oiF; if, by the omiflion of the opportunities that wenil j 
our hands, our Indian empire fhould fall into ruin i rr et fi w» d 
ble and, in its fall, cruih the credit and overwhelra the i^ ] 
venues of this country, we iland acquitted to our hoiMi c 
and to our confcience, who have relufbantly ieen tbe^lrefk- ^ 
tieft interefts of our country, at times the moll critical told f 
dignity and fafety, rendered the fport of the inconlSMt | 
and unmeafured ambition of individuals, and by that fltfi f 
the wifdom of His Majeily's Government degraded iaJhl ' ^ 
public eftimation, and the policy and character of thisi» J 
nowned nation rendered contemptible iti the eyes 0f sA El* 1 
rope. J. 

It pafTed in the negative. 

4 Jt 
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June 16. 

^ The queftion for the fecond reading of the bill for the 
||ief of infolvent debtors was put. 

:^JM[r. Pawlett oppofed it : he faid that nothing could be Mr. Pew. 
^ m injurious to trade and to public credit than aAs of ^^» 
' Ivency ; and therefore they ought, in his opinion, to be 
erally difcountenanced ; he was ready to admit that the 
lobfe bad power to pafs a bill for the relief of infolvent 
~ tors, but he was as ready to quefiion their right to do 
In laying taxes upon the People, the members taxed 
nfelves in common with the reft of the nation ; but in 
afing the debts of other perfons, they were giving away 
it did not belong to themfelves. In ancient times, io 
acE attention bad been paid to the demand of creditors. 
It the greateft families in the kingdom had expofed their 
Icendantsto the pofiibility of being reduced to beggary 
; enaftiog thofe laws, by which eftates were made 4iliena- 
» If then our anceftors, faid he, were fo felf-denying 
At fake of juftice, he hoped the prefent Parliament 
EiVteld not be lefs juft ; he trufted, therefore, that a tnif- 
f taken humanity would not induce gentleman to attempt to 
ktjbe generous at the expence of other people. 
|,; The queftion was pift, and carried without any farther 
jk^dBbiervation ; and the bill was accordingly read a fecond 
Qi'tttne* 

^^.'/iAu Francis informed the Houfe, that bethought it ne- Mr. Fran* 
^itMSflary. to move for certain papers, that would throw fome ^^** 
rjif^t on the account lately laid before the Houfe by the 
^'•iE^reAors of the Eaft-India Company; according to that 
t- account he took it for granted, that a definitive treaty of 
Kpeiice with Tippoo Saib, and all the native powers of In- 
r:dia9 would have taken place by the end of November laft. 
^ He was forry now to inform the Houfe, that on the 25th 
i of Dcycemfaer laft no definitive treaty was figned ; and 
V^Hiatwas worfej there was not, at that period, any very 
b> flattering profpe£t that Tuch an event would fpeedily take 
: pkure. . That the Houfe might be able to judge of the true 
• itate of the Company*s affairs with refpeft to peace on the 
' continent of India, he moved that extrafts from the laft 
f dffpatches from the Governor General and Council of Fort 
■ William, relative to a definitive treaty of peace, be laid 
- before the Houfe. 

Major 
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Maj. Scott. Major Scott faid be rofe with pleafure to fecond the ao- rn^fo] 
tion, as he fhould be glad the papers alluded to were befal^Xthei 
the Houfe. But he did not think that the difpatdKi i»,^»2n^ 
Bengal only, would enable the Houfe to form a pnf>:l|Ian' 
judgement ; he wifhed the difpatches from Bombay Mli^at 
laid upon the table ; he wifhed alfo that the difpatches hi %^^c 
Madras were communicated to the Houfe; frcxn tkfe^^the 
gentlemen would learn that in fome places peace wai csfr, C^ 
pletely eftablifhed ; and that in others every ncccfiiury fa| Xj^ic 
was taking to reAore, the tranquillity of the countries uok L^^V 
our dominion ; for Lord Macartney had written home woA u^x 
that the troops of Tippoo Saib were evacuating the Canutt J 
with all poflible expedition. 1 

Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, he did not at that monilet |^^ 
cellor Pitt, know of any particular objedion to the produ£kion of th.f 
papers moved for by the honourable gentlcman<; but 3l'| 
ftruck him that poffibly they might contain circamftanctii ' 
that would render it highly improper to call for, or producs ! 
them. Gentlemen muft be aware that there was a poffibi-.. 
lity that, in fo delicate and nice a fubjeA as a negociatioA/ 
for a general definitive treaty, there might be conoefied' 
with it fome particulars that it might be rafh and imprudent 
to publifh to the world: he therefore requefted the honoura* 
ble member would not prefs his motion for the prefcnt ; a 
delay of a few days could not be produdive of any bail, 
confequence; and during that time, he would examine Ac 
difpatches; and if he found nothing in them of too delicate 
a nature to be made public, he would give no oppofition tD 
the motion when it fliould be made again. There "was too- 
ther reafon for poftponing the motion for a little time : the 
very account on which the difpatches called for were ta 
throw light, had been referred to a Committee, which was 
veftied with power t6 fend for any papers whatfoever Aat 
fhould be deemed neceflary to the inveftigation of the ae> 
count ; pofiibly this Committee might have examined thofe 
very difpatches called for by the honourable member, and. 
put the fubftance .of them into the body of the Report^ 
which he underftood would be ready in a day or two to be 
laid before the Houfe. 
Mr. Fran- Mr. Francis did not imagine there could be any circom* 
<fis. ftance connefted with the negociation for a definitive treaty, 

that would render the produ£tion of the difpatches in aby 
wife dangerous to the Public ; but if there fhould he any ^ 
fuch circumflance, he did not defire that they fhould M 

laid 
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5 the I^oufe. Me recoqfimended it to gentlemen to 
thoughts very ferioufly to the inveftigation of the 
t accounts ; for conneded as the intereft of the 
was with that of the Public, the finances of the 
to be examined into with as much care as thofe of 
; and he was forry to have it in his power to fay, 
rcount laid before the Houfc by the Court of Di- 
Forded matter for the moft ferious enquiry. The 
n the military eftablifhment of the prefent year 
amounted to 56 lacks of rupees more than the 
)rthc year 1777. At the conclulion of the laft 
^.were in the tr^afury of Bengal, 120 lacks of 
lis made a difference in the finances of the Com- 
moft 2,ooo,cx3ol; moft of which was a burden 
ODtinue annually in future; and this he maintained 
an increafe of expence, as could not be fupported 
le credit of England, much lefs by the refources 
aft-India Company^ From thefc obfervations, 
^ he hpped, would fee the neceffity of making a 
lus enquiry into the ftate of the Company*8 

cctt obferved, that if the remarks of the honoura- Maj. Scott^ 

r were fuffered to pafs unanfwered or unexplained, 

: produce very difagreeable confequences to the 

]£aft-India ftock, which, through thofe remarks^ 

iblv fall five per cent, he beg^d leave therefore, 

ml in explanation. The eftimate for the mili- 

fbment in India for the prefent year, had beea 

before, it was know.n at Calcutta that peace had 

luded between the belligerent powers in Europe ; 

>re it muft be confidered a war and not a peace 

but it did not follow from that, that a war eftab- 

oiild be kept up ; on the contrary, he could in- 

Houfe^ that immediately on the arrival of the 

Europe that peace was concluded, a reduction of 

bad taken place in every bfrttalion of fepoys ; (o 

battalipn, which, during the war, confifted of 

ys^ rank and file, was immediately reduced to 

ic underftood that as foon as the different de- 

(hould have returned to Bengal, it was intended 

id redu£tion (hould take place, fo that the Com* 

I not incur the expence of 56 lacks of rupees 

by the honourable member. 

v. A a Mr. 
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Mr, Chan- Mr. Chantcllor Pitt faid, that from what had in 
ecUorPitt. fj-^m ^jjg honourable member who fpoke lift, it apj 

very clearly that the mere produ£tion of ihe . difpatclMe^ 
unqualified by any explanation, might be attended iiV^ 
very difagreeable confequences: he therefore again begged tbl 
the honourable member would not prefs his motioa ondft 
day; he had keard enough already to convince him that di 
motion was improper juft at the prefent moment ; he, howem 
aifured the honourable member, that if he would confcnttA 
withdraw it for the prefenr, he would fupport it on a fatan 
day, if in the firft place it Ihould appear neceffai^, afta 
the Report to which he had already alluded, Ihould han 
been laid upon the table; and if in the next place hehia|r 
felf ihould, on the minute perufal of the difpatches, be of 
opinion, that they might be produced with fafety to tl|B 
public, 
Mr. Henry Mr, Henry Dundas joined in the requeft that the honoon- 
Bundas. y^ member would withdraw his motion for the preient : k 
dlTured him he did hot wifh for a long delay ; two or three 
days vvas all that he looked for, in which time the Cppomk^ 
tee, of which he had the honour tp be Chairman^ wouldlij 
before the Houfe a report of their proceedings and itiqini] 
relative to the.ilate prefented to the Houfe of IlieCodi* 
pane's affairs, by the Court of Dire£lors ; abd if aftcr^ 
honourable gentleman fhould have perufed that report^ ^ 
^ fhould ftill be of opinion that the late difpatches ihould ti 
laid upon the table, he would give no oppofition to the dmh 
tion for producing them. 
Ifr« Burke, Mr. Burke faid he was very far from being fatisfied yiA 
the argument ufed by the right honourable gentleosan (Mr^ 
Pitt) to perfuade the honourable member to withdraw Ui 
motion. There certainly was a pofSbility that there midht 
'l)e fome paifages in the difpatches hot fit for the public 
eye ; but if on a bare poflibility of dangerous confequpnceii 
information fhould be withheld from the Houfe on aiGnk 
jeft of the nioft ferious and important nature, there was ak 
folutely an end of all enquiry ; for certainly there were feif 
papers that could be called for, from which it was boi 
pofTible that fome mifchief might arife. He coojdrI 
gentlemen, by all that they owed to their conftituenti, and 
to the Public in general, to turn their thoughts moft fcri* 
oufly to the itate of the . finances of India, and to call fir 
every document that might tend to enable them to fonni 
juft judgement on the fubjeft. He implored them to rccd* 
4 kft 
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: deprefled ftate of the country ; and not to forget 
cxt year at artheft, they would be obliged to lly 
g on their conftituents to pay 5,QOO,oooJ. to pre- 
the. Eaft-Tndia Company from bankruptcy ! He 
:hat when fo important a buiinefs was to be done, 
o'old not proceed without haying before them every 
bat might ferve to throw light upon fo confcquential 
mentous a queftion. 

Dimpjier was of opinion, that the honourable mem- Mr. Dcmp. 
uld do well to withdraw the motion ; be was a mem- ^"* 
the Committee whofe Report the honourable member 
m requeued to wait for ; and he believed he m'ght 
; to go fo far as to affurc him, that when he (ho uld 
eruftd that Report, the honourable member would 
;cr think it noceffary to prefs his motion. H^ faid, 
w he was up, he trufted the Houfe would forgive 
'.appriiing them, that he meant on Wednefday next 
lit a motion to their better judgements. His objcft 
\ finance of the kingdom ; this had long ftruck him 
sptible of great and univerfal improvempt. It 
to be fure, be very imperfeftly exhibited by him; 
vcrthelcfs, the hints he might fuggeft, and the faAs 
Hofieffioh, he did not doubt, might be turned to ac- 
>y thofe whofe abilities were more adequate to the 
The commerce, navigation, and manufa£lures of 
intry, were under his contemplation^ and efpecially 
cries in the north of Scotland, which had been fo 
cgleAcd, he (hould earncftly recommend to th? at- 
of Parliament. It was his fincere opinion, that 
:r could by any means contribute to leflen the pub- 
Icil, of taxes, under which all ranks of people in this 

Soaned, and were likely ftill to groan, was an ob- 
well deferved the attention of the Legiflature. 
as his only motive for meddling with a bufinefs of 
i coofcquence ; and he begged that gentlemen would 
iir attention to the particulars he had fpecifi^d, that 
ight meet the queftion prepared to give it a full 
iartial inveftigation. 

Francis faid, his objeft in making the motion was Mr. Fraji» 
to obtain what appeared to him to be neccffary in- cU. 
3n : if It could be gained in any other way than that 
le had propofed, he would be equally fatisfied ; and 
mad it was the feofe of the Houfe that he fhould 
Aa 2 waic 
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\7a1t for the Report, he confented to withdraw the motioa 
fdr the prefent. 

The order of the day for taking into confideration the re* 
port from i Committee on the petition from' the felt roaken^ 
was read, and Mr. Watfon moved "That it be referred to i 
^ Committee of the whole Houfe on Monday next,* 
Sir Peter Sir Peter Burrel faid he would certainly oppofe a meafore 
Burrel. that attempted to fct up a monopoly to the prejudice of the 
landed intereft ; and more particularly at a ieafon of the 
year when the country gentlemen, whofe interefts w.ouid be 
affedted by it, were either now, or fhortly would be, at their 
feats; he therefore moved in amendment, *' That the wordi 
** Monday next be left out, and that the words this day three 
** months be infertcd in their ftead." 
Mr. Wat* Mr. Watfon obferved, that if the amendment fbould be 
Ion. carried, the bufinefs would, of courfe, be put oflF to ano» 

ther feffion, to the very great injury of the hat manufac- 
tory of this country. From the petition of the manufafto- 
rers, it appeared that they had aftually in employ a great 
many hands, and that they had foreign orders fufEcient to 
give them conftant employment, if the Legiflaturc would - 
content to put rabbits* hair or wool on the fame footing with 
iheep's wool in this refpedt, that the former fhould not be 
exported unmanufaSured, no more than the latter : if the 
exportation of rabbits' wool was reftrained, then they VTOuld 
be able to fe^ure to this country the monopoly of the felt 
manufaftory ; for England produced the fineft and befl rab- 
bits' wool, and in the greateft quantity, of any country in 
Europe : it was natural, therefore, to fecure to England 
the manufa£turing of its own productions : he could tell 
gentlemen, that the Americans were, at this moment, 
ftraining every nerve to eftablifh manufaftures, and parti- 
cularly that of felts ; now if they could get the raw mate- 
rials from this country, the low price of labour in America 
would enable them to underfel us in every market* and take 
out of our hands a very extenfive, and very, beneficial branch 
of trade. As to the idea of the land owners of England 
being injured by the meafure called for, it appeared to him 
to the laft degree abfurd ; for the landed and commercial in- 
terefts were in truth one and the fame ; and as one could not 
fufFer without finking the other, fo if one of them profpered, 
the other muft have its fkare in the profperity. 
Afiifj*^"^ ^'^^ Edward JJihy was of opinion, that thofe gentlemen, 
who had large warrens on their cftates, would be greatly in- 

)aied 
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jurcd if the exportation of rabbits' wool were prohibited : 
in that cafe, the warreners in Norfolk would be reduced to 
the neceffity of converting their warrer/i into arable lands. 

Lord I^orth faid the queftion before the Houfe was of a Ld. Noitl 
Tcry fcrious nature, and ought to be confidered with great 
attention ; he therefore could' not agree to the original mo- * 
tion, which would bring the bufinefs forward with great 
precipitation, before the proprietors of warrens could have 
time to confult with one another on the fu[^c£V. On the 
other hand, he wifhed his honourable friend would not in- 

• fift upon his amendment, becaufe it would prevent the 
Houfe from going* into the confideration of it this fefHon, 
however neceflary the difcuflion might afterwards appear: 
^^ fuggefted therefore the expedient of putting it off till 
Monday fortnight. 

The Earl of Surry h^i no objeftion to the day mentioned TheEirl* 
by the noble Lord, though he had much rather it were an Surrey- 
earlier day. He faid he did not mean to go into thp merits 

■ of the bufinefs now, he only requeftcd the honourable mem- 
ber would not alTume what was called for by tht felt ma- 
kers, as amounting to a monopoly to the prejudice of the 

^•landed intereft. It certainly was, not a monopoly in any 

- fcnfe but one, and that was in fecuring to England the ex- 
cluiive manufaAure of her own produ£tions ; a monopoly 
which he fhould always approve, and which could never be 
injurious to the landed intereft^ which muft rife and fall 
with the commercial intereft. 

Sir John Tborold difapproved of the idea of prohibiting Sir John 
the exportation of rabbits' wool, which would leave the Thoroli, 
owners of warrens at the mercy of the felt maAufafturers ; 
and therefore he would not confent to the wifhed -for pro- 
hibition, unlefs he fhould be convinced that there was no 
other way to procure work and fubfiftcnce for the hands 
that had been bred to that bufinefs. 

Lord Beauchan:p wifhed to fet the honourable Baronet Lord Beau 

r right: there was neither a fcarcity of hands, or want of ^***"P* 

^employment in that manufafture; on the contrary it ap- 
peared that there were orders from abroad, to a very great 
extent for hats, and fufBcient to provide conftant einploy- 
tnent for a very great number of hands. The queftion 
therefore was, whether by the exportation of the raw mate- 
rials, we would confent to put it in the power of foreign 
countries to take out of our hands that branch of manufac- 

' ture^ which we at prefent in a great meafure monopoliied 

Mr. 



nH PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784^ 

Mr.Hufley, Mr. Huffey laughed at the ridiculous diftipcStion betWQ^ 
landed and commercial mterefts ; to him the> .1= eared but 
one. An honourable baron^v had faid, that tiie owners of 
' warrens in Norfolk would, if he prohibition fljouU be agre^ 
to, convert their cpney grounds into arable |ands; fo they 
mighty and without any detriment to the Public, as the na- 
tion would have in c.;rnwliat it ihould Joft^ in rabbits* wool. 
$ir Peter Sir Pf^^r Burrel confented to withdraw his amendmencSi 
Burrcl. q^ condition that Monday fortnight fliould be agreed upon 
to be the day for taking the report into cpnfideratiojQ; an 
. earlier day would not do, as there muft be time for tl^ 
owners of warrens in Yorkfliire, Lincolnfhire, Norfolk, an4 
elfe where, to confult upon the bufinefs. and prepare for op- 
pofing the prohibition by counfel, if they (hould think it 
neceflary to oppofe it. The compromife was accepted ; and 
both fides of the Houfe agreeing that Monday fortnight (hould 
be the day, the motion was worded accordingly and car- 
ried. 

The order of the day for going into a parliamentary reform' 
being called for, - ' 

Idr. Milne. Mr. Milne addrefled himfelf to Mr. Alderman Sawbridg^ 
and as a friend to the reform, intreated the honourable gen- - 
tleman topoflpone it to another feffion — He t piled the ho- 
nourable gentleman would fee the propriety of complying 
with fuch a requeft, and that the reafons for deferring it would 
be at once obvious to him, to the Houfe, and to the Public* 
' The only induc?fement which he would urge on the prefent 
occafion was, that the Minifter on that condition would cer- 
tainly adopt fomething fpecific and decifive as early aspoffiUe 
next feffion. 
Mr. Saw- Mr. Sawbridge thought the propofition rather extraordi^ 
. *»"rfgc, nary. He, did not however wifli to do any thing which 
might have the appearance of rafhncfs'and precipitancy— He 
would therefore fufpend his proceedings at leaft till he h^upd ' 
, . froni the Minifter 's own mouth what his intentions were; 

he fliould then put the Houfe out ot doubt about the mode 
he thought, all things confidered, the moft eligible for him 
to adopt. 
yit, Chan- Mr« Chancellor Pitt immediately rofe and faid, that hi^ 
cclior Pitc. fituation was rather delicate. The preflure of bufmefs, which 
in the prefent circumftances it yvas natural for him to fe^J, 
did not leave his mind at liberty to enter on the difquifitioia 
and arrangement of a fubjeft fo peculiarly complicated and 
extenfiye as an equal rpprefentation of the People. ^He trufied, 
however, it was a meafure which he fliQuld one d<^y fee riea* - 

WW 
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Bfed And it was no great matter to him how it was car- 
ried, provided it did but fucceed. In this no man within or 
iffXthout doors should more fincerely rejoice than he fhould da. 
Jhe lioufe and the People, he had no doubt, would give hirh 
creflitYor his fincerity, wbt»n he declared that be had it very 
miich at heart. And he pledged himl'elf in the ilrongeft Ian- 
ipage to bring it forward the very firft opportunity the next 
leffion. It Waf greatly, tn his opinion, out of feafon juft at this 
jtlh(Stttre. He ould have no objeftlon, ftiould tlie honourable 
gentelman think otherwife, and perfift in propofing it now ; 
out he ^as furely entitled to the fame right of judging for 
himfelf i and he could afTure the Houfe, nothing but a fuf- 
picion of tifquing the queftion,- which he did prefume might 
be ui:eed with a greater probability of fuccefs at another time, 
iSiould have prevented his bringing it forward now. A re* 
jgardy however, to iilclinatioD, to principle, to confiflence^ 
and to dikty, would not fufFer him to let flip any opportunity 
in wbidi hie could fcJrefee a probability of carrying the meafure. 
Thele were the only things which operated on his mind againft 
the V^tpediency of attempting on the prefent, what was much 
inbre likely to fucceed on fome future occafion. 

Mr- Ppvjftey faid, that he was not very fond of fpeaking, Mr.Po«i 
arid for* that reafon generally left it to'thofc who liked it 
better. But what was the meaning of thus, day after day, 
putting off the motion of* the horkourable gentleman ? For 
ms part, he had frequently come for no other purpofe but 
that he might have the pleafure of giving it an hearty negative. 
He knew n6t ho^ he might feel on the prefent occafion^ but 
wilhed the propofition to be produced, and he fhould then 
bear much more fubftantial reafons than he had yet done, If 
tie. did not regard it as he always had. 

Mr. tVilherforce trufted his attachment to the obje£l of the Mr. Wii 
hon. gentleman's motion would not be doubted. But -friend ^^^^^^^* 
as he was to thts great and defirable reformation, he could 
not fee any reafonable objeflion to putting it off till the 
bpriod in which the Minifter flood pledged to bring it on. 
The honourable gentleman he hoped would con fider the matter 
inaturely, and avoid rifquing a queflion of fuch importance 
by a permature procedure. 

Mr. Fox confidered the whole of this manoeuvring asMr.Foi 
ecjually curious and unaccountable. A gentleman propofes, 
fav« he, moving the Houfe on a queflion in which the'People 
bt this coiintfy feem deeply, ferioufly, and univerfally in- 
terefled. He very candidly and fairly, however, as being 
truly in earnefl -about its fuccefs, wifhes the Minifter to take 

it 
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it out of his hands, the Miniiler owns the handfome o£fer 
made him of doing what muft be ultimately acceptable to a 
great and refpe£table majority of his countrymen ; but be 
hefitates and procraftinates on various pretexts, as it woqld 
feem, to fave time. His honourable friend, however, fieajf 
to his purpofe as he was, from a generous inclination to ac- 
commodate the matter to the convenience of all fides of the 
Houfe, is prevailed on to give way at leaft from one day ta 
another ; and when that day comes, a very ferious, but he 
would fay an aukward, propofal is made him, that he' would 
defer the bufinefs for the prefent fei&on. All the while, and 
notwithftanding much ferious importunity to delay the bi- 
iinefs, not fo much as the ihadow of a reafon is urged why 
bis honourable friend fhould not proceed : now it was affiglied 
with much folemnity that it was not a proper time. It was 
aftonifhing that not one of the gentlemen who liad made this 
remark had attempted to juftfy it by any reafohing* whatever. 
. For his part he could conceive no reafon, though fome had 
aflumed it as not lefs inconteflible than an axiom in geometry^ 
But fo far was he from feeling its force on his mind, tha.t he 
was fatisfied no time in the world was fo fit. The Parliament 
was a new one, and by no means hackneyed in the habits of 
treating conftitutional queftions with levity or negledk. Gen- 
tlemen were jufl from the country, and in fome manner in« 
fpired with the fentiments of their conftituents. Their pro- 
fefSons in the profpeft of fecuring their feats were too recebt'. 
to be forgotten. They would naturally be proud to fhew' 
the People of England how much they had their wiihes at 
heart, with what prompitude they were ready to aft in their 
fervice, and how well they were qualified to manage, their 
concerns. Where then was the impropriety? What was 
the hindrance? He owned much public bufinefs there was 
ftill on the Minifier's hands. But what bufinefs could be of . 
more confequence than that of a reform in the radical con- 
ftitution of this Houfe. 

This he thought he might urge with the greater earneftnefs, 
as it was not improbable but the Houfe might take up more 
time in debating the adjournment than in determining the 
queftion. It was, in his mind, a very ferious and critical, 
matter to trifle, as had hitherto been too much the cafe, with 
the feelings and wiflies of the great body of the people. He- 
thought the prefent queftion would operate on them as a teft 
by whjch they would fee who were their real, in contradiilinc- 
tion to apparent friends. And he trufted thofe who had it 
in their power would gladly embrace the opportunity of fuU 

fiiling 
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filling engagements for which they flood fo deteply and repeat- ' 
edly pledged to the Public — But now a new pretence was 
bnnighc forward, and though no reafon could be affigned for 
the unfeafonablenefs of the motion, it would be feafonable 
'next feffion, becaufe- the Minifler would then undertake it. 
Bat why was not this refolution avowed from the beginning? 
Why was it never avowed till now ? And why on this par- 
^ticiilar occafion ? Will the Minifter, faid he, be more able 
to command a majority than he appears to be at prefent? 
Will his friends be more numerous or more confident? It 
did not appear to him they ever could — He trufted the 
public at large would fee through this fhufHing procraflinat- 
ing fpirit. He did not pretend to doubt the honourable gen- 
tleman's -fincerity in the caufe, but he did i'ufpeft that he 
had reafons for the prefent ihynefs, which however namelefs, 
had their force; and he, for his own part, greatly doubted, 
whether any reform of this, or any other defcription, could 
reafonably be expe£bed from a Miniftry who flood on ground 
fi» hoftile to the Conflitution, and who had yet given no very 
ftrifcing proofs of their predile6lion for any thing connedled 
with the reprefentation of the People. He would, however, 
aflure the jight honourable gentleman- the fpirit was now 

fane forth, which all hi« influence and connexions would 
nd very diflScult to fubdue, perhaps not a little dangerous 
to oppofe. The People of England, he aflerted, were not 
eafilyfo ufed; but the inflant they became unanimous and in 
eameft, it was in vain to flrive againft them — He trufted 
now was the time to realife an idea they had fo long che- 
riflied, and to which they direded their attention and ex- 
pe^tions. To be fure, his honourable fiiend would be 
guided by his own judgement; but he was miftaken if fuch 
a treatment as this would not ftimulate him to come forward, 
And without farther negociation, do his duty, and acquit 
himfelf of his promife to this Houfe, to his conftituents, and 
to the Public. 

Mr. Martin could have wiflied the motion had been de- Mr« Marti* 
ferred until the Minifler had time to undertake it — This, 
however he only wiflied, on condition that a motion much 
more adequate to the objeft than what he had laft propofed, 
Aoulu be undertaken. He did not expeft or defire the right 
honourable gentleman to be more explicit on this head, and 
therefore wiflied the honourable gentleman (Mr. Sawbridge) 
vould go on with his deflgn. 

y^L. XV. B b Mr. 



i86 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe again to remind the Qotife, that 
cellorFiii. h^ had neither fnid the motion that had been opened by the 
worthy Alderman, would be the motion he fhould propofe 
or not ; and that, becaufe he was nor prepared to (sy m 
what finpe it would appear to him moft advantageous to ■ 
bring it forward, defired, therefore, to be.underftood as not 
pledged to more than that he would, in fome ihape or 
othcj, bring the fubjc^t under difcuffion early in the next 

\ fcrfllOIi. 

Mr. Saw. Tlie cry was now very loud for Mr, Sawhridge, who ac- 
brii'ge. cordingly rofe and obferved, that nolwithftanding all he had 
heard, he was convinced in his own mind, that it was his 
duty to ftate to the Houfe a motion he had repeatedly an- 
nounced ; and it was one, l^e faid, which did not originate 
in this Houfe, but with the People at large — They felt the 
ncceflity of fuch a reform, and they demanded it as their 
right' — It was the nature of every human flrudture to ftand 
in i\€(ti\ ol frequent repiir, otherwife time and accident in- 
failil'ly < t-Rroved it. He therefore denied that the qCieuion 
before tl.p Houfe went to a reform, as iJ renovation, onl\t was 
its objcdl; the radical principles were found, and required 
only to be retouched. He then went at large injo the Itate 
of the reorefentation in various parts of the country, and 
aikcid whether fuch a fyftf^m as that which at prefent pre-i 
• vailed, could he called n fair, or an equitable, or a fatisfac- 
tory one? His objedt would confoquently he, to have all the 
light which could be thrown on the fubjedl, coHefled under 
the infpediion and cognizance of the Houfe, that they might 
fee whether any thing farther ought to be done or not, and' 
then, what the fpecific remedy which was neceflary ought to 
be — :This was his prefent and profeffed aim, and he trufte^ 
the Houfe would go along with him in realizing .it. With- 
out, therefore, troubling ihem with any long reafoning on a 
fubjed: fo well known, and generally underftood, he ^fliould 
have done, with fimply moving, ** That a Committee be 
♦' appointed to enquire into the prefent ftate of the repre- 
*' fentation of the Comipons of Great Britain in Psirli^ 
« ment." 
Mr. Alder- Mr. Alderman Newnham rofe with much fatisfaftioi) x6 
tnanNewn- fecond a motion which he fincerely wifhed noight fucceed. 
^*'T»« rf he People claimed it as their right, and he a&ed Ti'ho had 

the right to deny it to them ? The time, he trufted, wa$ 
^^ come, when that partial reprefentatipn, whjch he had always 

confidered as the moft glaring defefk in the Britjfli Cpr^fti- 
: tution, would be removed, and liberty would receive an ad- 
ditional 
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ditional fecurity from fuch an extenCon to the fr<*edom of 
Parliament. 

' The honourabfe Mr. Grofvemr owned very freely, that he '^^ ^"• 
rofe to givi the morion his negative, and this he would do ^gnor. 
on two accounts — He ciid nor like to lee it aifumed ti.at 
the prefent ftate of reprefentation was imperfedt ; this was 
not a fair mode, in his opinion, of viewing the fubjedt ; it 
■was prejudging the cafe wirhout a trial ; this he thoucjht the 
dignity and honour of the Houfe ought to have prevented — 
He would, however, give no opmion about it; when any 
fpecific motion was presented to the Houfe, then would be 
the period, in his opinion, for difcuffing the equality of re- 
prefentation— He was averle in any judicatory, to take any 
thing for granted, while it was fo fully capable of proof — 
But here a Committee was appointed to enquire into the 
ftate of that part of the Conilitution which was as it 
always had been — Nothing huiHan was perfeft — This, 
however, with all its imperfeftions, had been admired and 
extolled by all the world, and yet the prefent motion was 
to fet on foot an enquiry which fuppofcd it full of defefts. 
His other reafon againft admitting the mm ion was, that it 
tfasnot in time, that it would have come with a [setter grace 
in the begiiming of another feffion, when gentlemen had 
inore time to fpare, and were lefs impatient to retire from 
the fatigue of puHic bufinefs. 

^iv Richard Hi:!^{d'n\, with refpeft and deference to that Sir RUhj 
honourable Houfe, he aflerted, that it was an obfervation of " ^^' 
a wifer man than any within thofe walls (he excepted not 
the right honourable perfonnge who fo ably, fo worthily, fo 
impartially, and fo unanimouily filled the chair) that to every 
thing there is a feafon, and a time to every purpofe under 
heaven. Perhaps it might not be amifs, rhat he fhould in- 
form fome noble Lords andgcntlen:j^n, in that augult afTem- 
bly> that the words were the woids of Solomon, and that 
they were taken from an obfolete book, commonly called 
the Bible. It was, however, much to be feared, that the 
honourable gentleman, who made the motion, notwithfiand- 
ing all he had been faying, had not paid due regard to thofe 
words of the wifeft of men, elfe he would not have clicfcn 
the prefent time/ to manifefl his zeal for our reformation ; 
a time when fo much public national bufinefs called for their 

itnmediate attention — But the ruling paffion would ever 

beuppermoft, and when a man was tired of ewry thing elfe, 

he' could mount his own hobby horfe with alacrity. Sir 

Hh 2. Richard 
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Richarf declared himfelf a cordial friend to a paxliamentirj 
r/eform, he meant fo far as related to a more equal repref 1>- 
tation — He voted for it, he had fpoken, he added, accordiog 
to his poor ability in favour of it, and he hoped to give it 
his fupport, whenever he faw it brought forward at a proper 
time and in a proper manner — But he folemnly declared, 
that he thought the honourable gentleman's injudicious and . 
ill-timed ardour would greatly hurt the caufe he meant to 
defend, infomuch, that if the Houfe came to a divifion that 
night, he doubted whether the honourable gentleman's bobbr 
would even carry double, and whenever he (Sir Richar^ 
a£ted the part of a Don Quixote, he fhould be fadty AiCa^ 
pointed indeed, if he could not get one poor Sancho Pancbo^ 
to mount behind him on his Rofinante. He had been confi- 
dering what could be the honourable gentleman's reafbos fbr 
bringing on his. motion at that time, and the three fotlewinp 
had been fuggefted to him :— 

Firft, the honourable gentleman might think it would 
give him a littk more importance, and indeed when be f»- 
fleAed on the importance of the thing itfclf, and the many 
difficulties attending the execution of it, the honoi^rablo 
gentleman could not think he depreciated him, when he 
affirmed, that all the weight and confequence, all the jtkdgc^ 
ment and abilities of that Houfe colleftively, wei^e not 
more than equal to an undertaking of fuch pro<ligiou» 
magnitude — Secondly, the honourable gentleman might 
imagine it would raifc his own popularity, and be the 
means of wiping away from the minds of his conftitoentsj^^ 
what they might think fome little faux pas in his late coa- 
duft. But, Sir Richard faid, he was far from thinking the 
honourable gentleman would be able to gain their favour by 
this device, or at all raife his popularity among a refgeflta- 
ble body of fenfible, judicious, opulent citizens, from 
whom ht^ was fure, the honourable gentleman had received 
no inflru£lion to begin his parliamentary career, with an 
attempt ro flop parliamentary bufinefs — Thirdly, the ho-. 
nourable gentleman might think, (he did not fay he did fa 
think, but there were abundance of cogitations in the human' 
mind) that if his own popularity would be increafed by 
bringing on his motion, that of the Minifter would be leu 
fened by rejefting or poftponing it — Notwithftanding the 
honourable gentleman's great politenefs and profound hu» 
mility, in offering the right honourable Chancellor of the 
Exchequer the preference in the bufinefs, hemuft fay, thiat 

the 
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. the condttfl of the Miniftcr had hecn fo unifarmty confif* 
tent in favour of a parliamentary reform, that all attempts 
to injure him on that fcore muft appear poor and futile in- 
feedi and he was perfuaded, that if the Minifter were now 
ta begin on a bufinefs fo arduous in itfeif, and which muft 
neceflarily be attend d with fo many obllrudions, thai in- 
ftead of making himfelf more popular, he would juftl]^ 
roufe the popular indignation again (I him Would it not 
be faid on all fides, "What is to become of loan and taxes ? 
What of public credit? What of commcice? And after all^ 
what of India ? Inftead of now difputing by whom parlia- 
mentary bufinef? ought to be done, why did not they pro- 
<^eed to the immediate doing of parliamentary bufinefs? 
Such would he the janguage boih within and without doors 
vere the Minifter, at this bufy crifis, to bring on any pro- 
}c£^s for a reform in Parliament ; and he was fure the ho* 
nourable gentleman himfelf was of opinion, there were; 
many thir^gs which might be very fit and proptr to be done^ 
at one time, which at another he would think extremely 
inexpedient and mal a-proposr To particularize only on^ 
initance in familiar life — He had heard that the honour- 
able gentleman was remarkably fond of whift, and tha^ 
he was fo excellent a player that he could corred^ even 
Hoyle himfelf \ yet if a few friends were to come to thq 
honourable gentleman's houfe in the middle of the night, 
kaock up alibis family, awaken him out of a found ileep^ 
and infift upon his immediately getting up and playing a 

' f ubber at his favourite game, might he not well anfwer^ 
" My friends^ what are you about ? Are you out of your 
•* fenfes ? Whift I love, and will play as many rubbers 
•* ;18 you pleafc to-morrow evening ; but fleep is now the 
** thing that I want, and that my conftitution wants alfo"— * 
Befides, the honourable gentleman might perhaps add, 
«« You have difturbed me in a moft pleafing dream, wherein 
*' methought I was in the Houfe of Commons, and me- 
** thought we were divided upon my motion for a parlia- 
«* mentary reform, and methought I had a majority of 
** more than two hundred." The honourable, gentle- 
afian might therefore addrefs his friends in the words of 
H^^race : 

Poft mc occidiftis amici, 
— — Cui fie exterta voluptas, 
£c demptus per vim, mentis gratiflimus creor. 
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Of nearly in the words of Foj)e : 

" 'Aflccp, a patriot of diflinguilh'd notc> 
<< Awake, reduced unto a fiogle vote. 

Thus, Sir Richard declared, he hail endeavoured to fathom 
the honourable gentleman's three reafons for bring? hg ou his 
motion at that time — They might indeed go deeper, bur he 
confefled his line would reach no farther ; the honourable 
gentleman might, if he pleafcd, diflinguifh them into good, 
better, heft ; but he was obliged malgre lui to .raw i?v ir. ia 
a different light, and therefore muft change the honourable 
gentleman's bcnus^ mcUor^ optimus^ unto malusj pejor^ pejjlmuu 
But though he profeffed his diflike of the motion, as being 
exceedingly ill timed, he muft again declare, that he heartily 
approved of the thing moved for, and hoped at fome proper 
opportunity to have the honour of laying before the Houfe 
fome new thoughts on the fubjeft, which he had lately re- 
ceived from a very fenfible gentleman who was one of his 
conftituents, but at prefent he fhould not mention them, nei- 
ther fhould he fay any thing concerning certain rotten bo- 
roughs, out of which fo many half-ftarved rats had crept, 
and at times had well-nigh undermined the foundations of 
that Houfe — They might, if they pleafed, call thcmfelves 
the reprefentative body of the People, but as he had the ho- 
nour of obferving to the Houfe upon a former occafion, that 
Houfe exhibited much fuck a reprefentatiop of the People, ' 
as the Speaker himfelf did of that Houfe, when he was flanr- 
ing in St. Margaret's church on the 30th of January, and ■ 
fome of his attendants, perhaps, couiiting the moments of 
the preacher's fermon. But there was an old adage, that 
friends in diftrefs make forrow the lefs ; and the Speaker had 
at leaft the comfort of knowing, that a ftlU more dignified • 
perfonage than hiipfelf, the great and learned reprefentative 
of the Houfe of Peers, was at the fame moment undergoing 
the fame annual frigid difcipjine, not one hundred miles di£ 
tant from him. Sir Richard begged pardon for this digref- . 
fion, deiaring he was perfedlly orderly, for he was fpeaking 
of equal reprefentation, but the fubje£V being rather too de- 
licate to dwell upon, he fliould immediately come back to his 
point — It was notorious, that many worthy members of that 
Houfe had no conftituents, perhaps only one conftituents 
being themfelves both the conftituent and the confiituee; 
hence thofe oftenfive expreflions to the ear of independence, • 
•* Lord fuch a one's borough." *' Mr. fuch a one's borough." 
Well, then, might the ingenious member for Kirkwall, ^iat 

the 
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the hopeftil member for Weftminfter (for he prefumed he was 
fail of hopes of fuccefs) find out that the voice of the people, 

' both \^s and was not to be heard in that Houfe, Here what 
I Va* wrong, and what was wanted, mull appear to^cvery man ; 
but how to reilify the wrong, and fupply the want, had puz- 
zled, and*would puzzle much wifer. heads than the honour- 
able gentleman's and his. Thofe gentlemen who made no 
Xcnipleof voting away rights and charters, might think there 
was an eafy method of getting rid of as many rotten boroughs 
as thty pleafedi J-j-ut as fome iuch gentlemen reprefented fome 
fuch loLoughs, he was inclined to think, that when it came 
to .ti.i'njfelves, they would alter their fentiments and perceive 
a flagr^jit injuf-ice in their own cafe, which had no exiflence 
where ibe confifcation of the property of a great refpeftable 
con^pauy was to be the effeft of their aye or no. Men of wit 
mi^^ht ridicule the idea of parhamentary reform, bv faying, 
** that a tinker had rathei mend a kettle than the confiitution, 
" and a labourer ra'her make a faggot than make laws," &c. ' 
And where was the thing, however excellent, which had not 
been ridiculed ? But as to arguments, he muft hfar better 
than any he had yet heard to convince him that a pnrlrfirnen- 
^ary reform was not much wanted, and much to be wiflied, 
—As to the Hale cry of innovation ! innovation ! it was fo 
very abfurd, that it was fit only for the lips of hts Holinefs 
pr old Mctho Goofe. If that pica were to.be admitted, good 
night to every thmg but ignorance an»i barbarifm. Accord- 
ij.ng to this plea, no one thing that was wrong ought ever to 
be amended, nay^ the longer abufe and error had exifted, 
the Iqnger they ought to exift ; and the State or nation 
^bich had groaned for centuries under any particular 
grievance, ought to bear the burden of that grievance as 
fong as the world ftood, even injuftice might be fanftified 
by time, and oppreflion by being opprefled. If this doftrinc 
had always been adhered to, where would have been many 
iof their civil liberties at that day, when they withftood not 

. the imaginary but the real arbitrary ideas of prerogative, 
which, fome contended for as the very bafis of the Conftitu- 
fion, and which would have made the Engliih diadem as 
abfolute as that of France ? Above all, whicre would have 

' been that religion which came down to them ftreairing in 
the blood of proteftants, martyrs, and confeflbrs ? That 
religion, which, however defpifed and ridiculed it might be 
in this degenerate day of profligacy and diflipation, inftead 

' pf being aihamed of, they ought to glory in, and to make 
the rule of all their conduct, both in public and in private 
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life. Overwhelmed by arbitrary power, and fiink into the 
dregs of popifh fuperftition, they (hould now have nothiilg 
to confole themfelves with^ but the refledlioti of having 
fteered clear of every attempt towards any reformation, 
either in church or ftate, for fear of the danger of ifinova- 
tion. According to that dodrine, the man, who had an 
unhealthy ftate of body, ought never to be cured j or if he 
fent for the phyfician, the wife dodlor "fliould fhake his 
head, and fay, ** To be fure you are but in a bad way, but 
•* I (hall not attempt to adminifter any relief to you. You 
*^ have been fick fo long, that fick by all means you ought 
« continue." Now he fuppofed, nobody would affirm, that 
there were no difeafes in the body politic, as well as in the 
body natural ; and he fuppofed alfb that nobody would dehy 
that the great body politic of this kingdom had been for • 
feveral years paft (indeed, ever (ince the adminiftration of 
one, whofe name could never be mentioned but with vene- 
ration in that Houfe, he need not fay he meant the great 
£arl of Chatham) in an atrophy^ and during the time thatthe 
noble Lord in the blue ribband held the reins, in a galloping 
confumption. They had tried bleeding long enough, iihd 
bleeding with leeches too: he had no objeaiori to try the 
alterative in queftion, when the body was in a fit ftate to 
receive it; but he was fure, for the reafons alfeady given, 
that at prefent it was not, and nobody but' an empiric of 
quack, who was totally unfkilled in the knowledge of poli- 
tical chemicals and galenicals, would fay that it Was. If 
he had talked too long in the medical ftile, he humbly hoped 
the Houfe would pardon him, and he was fure he fliould 
m<^et with the indulgence of a learned Lord, he meant die 
LordReftor of Glafgow (Mr. Burke). Though, alas! all 
his prefcriptions the other nisht had no other efie& than to 
procure the eafy difmiflion or his patient, without a ftrug- 
gle, or without a groan, and he was fure it was to the gcnc^ 
ral fatisfaclion of that honourable aflembly, that the poor 
creature went off fo eafily and fo peaceably. He knew it 
would be contrary to order for him now to fay any thing of 
that learned Lord's fpeech, but as the learned Lord waS . 
pleafed to aflert, that when a late right honourable Secretary 
brought in his India bill, he wiflied for neither power nor 
emolument to himfelf qr friends, but that he a6^ed frofll 
nobler motives, and defpifed all fuch trifles; he wDuIdJuft 
take the liberty of obferving cnpaffant^ that there was an old 
fable they were all well acquainted with, which fays,** That 

** whctt ' 
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** wfieri HiCynaTd had kapeil very high at the grapes and 
f* could not reach them, he fneuked ofF and faid they wert! 
** ftnrr.''* 

Now, Sir Richard afked, after all he had faid, on which 

•fide muft he give hia voice ? He certainly iliould not \*otc 

4igamft a meafure which he heartily wilhed at a proper time 

- to ftc adopted ; but as he thought this was by no means fuch 

» time, he ihbidd do what he faid the Speaker would be very 

5 lad to join him in, (but, alas ! dignity of office debarred 
iih' of the privilege) he ihould leave the honourable com- 
Ifatants to fight it out among fhemfelves, and IhouKl go 
hbme and try to get a good night's reft. The Speaker had 
the repeated pleafure and benefit of hearing every fpeecli 

^ Arfcich had been delivered on the fubject for fome years paft, 
atld therefore mull have made up his mind on the point. 
But whether he was for a reform in the rcprelentation or 
cluracion of Parliament, or whether, with the noble fpoufe of 

. -the fete right honourable Secretary, he thought both had 
better be deferred ad CcJa7ic{:is Gracas^ he would anfwer for 
him, that he thought a reform in the duration of their de- 
bates, and, he would fay, in the duration of their motions 
too, would be highly praife-worthy. And if to tl.efe he 
added a reform in their temper whilft debating, he believed 
he fliouW.bc joined by the whole liouie netn. con. As there- 

.. fore he began with one faying of the wife man, he IJiould 
^nd with another, which was, '^ An an^rry man ftirreth up 
♦*^ ft rife, and a furious man abcuncleth in tranfgrellion, 
** But a foft anfwer turneth away wrath.'" 

The Earl of Surrey declared he Ihould have oppofod the The Earl 
motion, hiid it been for a Committee of the whole Houfe, buncy. 
.ds that would have unavoidably taken up the time of the 
.tioufe, and retarded public bufincfs, but as the motion 
*went merely to the iippointmcnt of a felecl committee, he 
would give it his vot^-. 

Mr. M. A Tnyior took notice of what Mr. Fox had faid ^^- ^^. i 
of the compleclion of the Houfe, and the probability of Mr. "^^y*®'* 
Pitt's being able to carry the motion, if he was fuicerc in 
its- favour. Mr. Taylor faid, he meant to fupport the right 
honourable gentleman on all great national points, from the 
confidence he had in his integrity, and the high eltimation * 

in which he held his abilities, bur he defired to be ufJjSferftood 
as a man not determined to vote with him in all c'^Tes, and 
under all circumftances, whether right or wrong,' whether 
nis judgement accorded with the meafures under confidera- 
VoL. XV. C c ' tioa 
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tion or not. As far as his experience went^ he declared^ 
the People were not all bent on a parliamentary refornu 
He ^ad flood candidate for two different places^ and he 
heard nothing of a parliamentary reform in either. He (at 
for one borough of courfe, and his conftituents had not in- 
ftru£led him to fupport any meafure direfted to fuch an ob- 
je£t as the prefent motion. He faid, he was not prepared 
to give a vote upon the prefent queftion } having fat fo (hort 
• a time in Parliament^ and having no thoughts of a feat in 
that Houfe till the diflblution of the laft Parliament^ he had 
not formed a judgement upon the fubjed, and therefore 
wanted more time to make up his mind before he could de- 
cide what was a fit meafure for the Houfe to adopt. 
Lord North. Lord North began with declaring, that though he certain* 
ly wifhed the motion to be put off^ he ihould betray his fen- 
timents, if he faid he wifhed it to come on another day ; he 
wifhed it never to come on, becaufe he was convinced it 
never could be adopted^ without a deep wound to the Con- 
ftitution. The worthy Alderman who made the motion, 
had ftated no ground to prove the neceflity of any alteratioir 

. in the flate of the reprefentation in Parliament, and without 
very ftrong ground for fuch necefBty was (hewn, he (hould 
ever contend that it was unwife, rafh, and improper to 
make Co dangerous an experiment. From this remark his 
Lordihip pi oceeded to enquire what could be alledged^ the 
proofs of any neceflity for what was called, but, in his mind, 
very falfely called, a parliamentary reform. Was it becaufe 
the Crown was fufpeded to have had too much influence in 
the laft Parliament that it had been difTolved, and that it was 
neccflary fo early in the prefent to fet about an alteration in 
the Conftitution? Was any gentleman afraid that the 
Crown would have too much influence in this Parliament ? 

• What poflible reaftm could be given to (hew that an altera- 
tion moft ferioully affe£ling that Conftitution under which 
the country bad derived fo many blcflings, for fo many 
year^, was necelTary ? Did freedom depend upon every indi- 
vidual fubjeft being reprefented in that Houfe ? Certainly not; 
for that Houfe, conftituted as it was, reprefented the whole 
kingdom. Freedom depended on a very different circum- 
ftance. He was free, becaufe he lived in a country governed 
by equal laws. Where the higheft and thp loweft were gOi- 
verned by the fame laws, where there was no diftinftion of 
perfons, there freedom might be faid to exift as purely and as. 
perfe6i:ly as in the nature of things it could exift. But it was 

iaid Helftone fent memGers, Old Sarum fends members, and 

yet 
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yet Manchefter fends no members, nor Halifax, noi: Leeds, 
nor Birmingham. What then ? Did Manchefter defire to 
fend members? Did Leeds or Birmingham defire it? Would 
the fending members be of any advantage to their towns ? 
JDid any gentleman imagine, that a petition from Manchefter, 
or Halifax, or Leeds, or Birmingham, would be lefs attended 
to in that Houfe, than a petition from Helftone, which did 
fend members, or from Old Sarum — though indeed Old Sa- 
rum could not now petition the Houfe of Commons, becaufe 
Old Sarum was in the Houfe of Lords. But experience proved 
that petitions from Manchefter, from Halifax, from Leeds, 
and from Birmingham, always received as much attention as 
petitions from boroughs that were reprefented, and undoubt- 
c<ily the fame attention petitions from Manchefter, Halifax, 
Leeds, and Birmingham, always would receive;, whether 
thofe towns were reprefented or not. What proof had the 
Houfe, that a reform in Parliament, as it was called, would 
afford fatisfadlion to the'People ? Wh^ii the fubjeft was under 
difcuilion fome few years fince, he recollefted an honourable 
gentleman Jefired that the petition from Birmingham might 
be read, but there was no fuch petition on the table.* In like 
manner he might now defire the clerk to read the petitions 
from Manchefter, Halifax, and Leeds. What authentic in- 
formation then had that Houfe that the People wilhed for any 
alteration ? He knew of none ; and even if they had exprefly 
petitioned for an alteration, and that in fuch a way as to make 
It clear that it was their decided opinion, he /hquld have 
maintained that no alteration ought to have been made, becaufe 
he hpld it to be indubitable, that when the People wiflied for 
an improper thing, it was the duty of that Houfe, from a fenfe 
' of what it owed to its own honour, and to the general welfare 
of the country, to refiife complying with improper wiflies, 
and improper requifitions. And here he would ilot fcruple to 
fay, that thofe gentlemen who held, that the inftru6kions of 
coiiftituents ought, on all occafions, to be complied with, did 
not know the conftitution of their country. To furrender 
their own judgements; to abandon their own opinions, and 
to adl as their conflituents thought proper to inftruft them, 
right or wrong, was to a<5 unconftitutionally. Let them re- 
coUedk who and what they were. They were not fent there, 
like the States General, to reprefent a particular province or 
diftrift, and to take care of the particular interefts of that par- 
ticular province ; they were fent there as truftees, to a6l for 
the benefit and advantage of the whole kingdom. He was 
not fpeaking as the amba^ador from Banbury, come to meet 
"^ "" Ccz tht 
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the deputy from Old Sarum, or the plenipoteiniary from Hel' 
ftone The moment a gentleman took his feat for Banbury* 
or for -Old Sarum, i)r for Helftone, ^e was to confider himfelf 
as a reprefehtative of all England, and as bound to tak^ af 
much care of the intereils of one part of the empite as an- 
other. The idea therefore of complying in aH cafes with the 
inftruftions of conftituents, was an idea diredlly repugnant 
to the Conrtitution of Parliament, and to the fun^lions and 
duties of its members. I'he honourable Baronet who fpokea 
ftiort time fince took notice of phyficians and medical advice. 
Before a phyfician's aid was called in, it was neceflary that 
the patient Ihould apparently want iuch aid. That this was 
the cafe in regard to Parliament remained to be proved. No 
fuch proof had yet been given. But it was faid there were 
fuch things as burgage tfen.ures, that this Lord fent in mem« - 
bers for one borough, and that Lord for another. It was very 
true; but in all haman inliitutions there would neceilarily and 
unavoidably be lome bjemi flies. For his part, he regarde4 
all fuch matters as trifles only, as things fcarceiy feen or felt^ 
as mere warts upon the conftitution, which did it no harm, 
nor occafioned any inconvenience. Was then the Conftif 
tution to be endangered, in order to get ofF thefe little 
excrefcences r But the vvrorthy Alderman had faid, it ' 
was not innovation, but renovation, and recurring to firft 
principles, that he propofed. Good God, did gentlemen con- 
fider what they faid when they talked of renovation, ^md 
coupled with it the idea of a more pure reprefentation ia 
Parliament, with a view to give the People a larger ihare of 
power? The People had moie It^gillative power now than 
ever they had. The argument held by thofe who were. th«i 
moft zealous advocates tor what was called a reform, was, 
that they wanted to check the influence of the Crown and 
the influence of the ariflocracy, and to give more influence 
to the democracy. And yet thefe very gentlemen talked of 
renovating the Conftitution, and recurring to firft principles. 
Let them recolleft what the ancient ConliitUtion was, and 
what the modern Conliiiution was at that moment. In an- 
cient times the People had no fiiare at all in the l^gillature, 
it lay wholly with the King and his Barons. Before the 
Revolution, therefore, there was infinitely lels freedom than 
there was now ; and were gentlemen, who made their defire ■ 
to obtain more freedom for the People the plea for their zeal, 
anxious to renovate the Conftitution, and to tpke the new 
fabric of it to pieces, in order to build \t up after the old 
fafluonr Let them but refleft a moiflsut oi^ .the abfttrdity of 

thi^ 
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diis condufly and they would then fee, it was innovation 
and not renovation that was intended. They could «not de«> 
dare themfelves determined foes to the influence of the 
Crown and to the influence of the ariftocr^cy, and at the fame 
time mean to go hack to periods, when the Crown and the 
ariftocracy bad tei> times more influence in that Houfe than 
eitiber had now. His Lordfhip traced the Conflitution from 
idle earlieft periods to the prefent day, and fliewed that the 
Cbnftitution of Germany, the Conftitution of Portugal, of 
Fnince* and of Spain, all had their origin in the fame fource 
from which the firitiih Conftitution Tprung ; but that the 
genius of the country, and an infinite variety of accidents 
9Dd events, had made it what it now was. He took notice 
of the various projefts that had been fuggefled by diflferent 
^^ulators for a reform of Parliament, and flated fome of 
Ibmn to be pregnant with infinite inconvenience, and others 
Co be utterly impra£licable. He particularly entered into a 
dificuflion of the fcheme of adding one liundred Knights of 
fhe (hire, and alfo the Duke of Richmond's idea, that every 
■odividaal perfon fhould have a vote. He took notice of the 
ftatute of Henry the VIL which confines the eleftors for 
S]ember3 to ferve in Parliament to freeholders poflefled of 
freeholds of forty fhillings a year rent. He reminded the 
Eioufe of the different value of money at that day and at pre- 
«nt, ?nd contended, that if eledtions were bad things for the 
Country now, they would be ten times worfe if the number of 
Voters were increafed. After having urged that the People 
Jid not wifli for a reform, that any alterations would be dan-» 
£m>us' to the Conflitution, that to renovate the Conftitution, 
%.% it is called, would be to leflen the power and influence of 
tlie democracy, and to increafe the power and influence of the 
Crown and the ariftocracy, and that all the purpofes of perfect 
Eieedom to the People and a ftrong and efficacious Govern- 
^Knt might be anfwered under the prefent Conftitution, his 
tiOrdfhip took notice of Mr. Pitt's having faid, that if the 
honourable Alderman did not make his motion that day, ho 
^ould make a motion upon the fame fubje£l early in tlie 
i^xt feffion. Since the honourable Alderman had made his 
iDOtion, he faid, the right honourable gentlendan was ab<« 
Uved from his promife, becaufe the condition of it had 
violated; he begged leave to aiTurehim, therefore, that 
sdid not ftand pledged to make any motion of the kirfd, 
he hoped he would not. Having urged this, he at 
th took notice of Sir Richard Hill's attack upon him, 
fiaid, lie pcefuincd} when the honourable Baronet talked 
.4 ^ 
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of at galloping confumption, he did not mean to allude to bis 
perfon, becaufe. undoubtedly, tliat afforded no fymptocDS of 
any fucb difeafe. After playing a little witb this idea, he 
faid, the honourable Baronet, and many of thofe co|ineded 
^ith Admin iftrat ion, were perpetually holding out to him 
the idea that he had been the caufe of all the calamities ci 
the country by promoting the American war. Sir, lays iie^ 
I deny that to be true; I found the American war' when I 
came into Adminiilration ; I did not create it, it was the 
war of the country, and approved of by the PeopTe at largfe 
Sir, had Parliament been reformed, they would not have ex- 
prefled more clearly than the unreformed Parliament did the 
opinion of their conftituents on that fubje£t. But, Sir, I 
dedre once for all, that gentlemen will deiift from thofe un* 
founded affertions, that I was the author of thofe calami- 
ties. If they are of that opinion, let them come forward 
with a charge ; I am ready to rpeet it ; I call for it ; nay, 
Sir, I demand it as a right. Sir, there can be no reafon for 
withholding it now. If I was prote£led before, I am not 
prote£!:ed now. Sir, the Minifter has everything that can 
enable him to carry on the profecution againft me; he has a 
Houfe of Commons to accufe, he has a Houfe of Lords to i^ 
judge; he is mafler of ail the written evidence againft mCi \ 
And, as to parole teftimony, thofe who were my friendsi j 
thofe who were in my fecrets, thofe whom I received intf 
my utmoft confidence, from whom I concealed nothing, aw 
now the friends of the right honourable gentleman, Sirj 
and I dare fay their love of juftice and regard for the PuIh 
lie will make them fit and ufeful witnefles upoii fuch an oc- 
cafion. Yet, Sir, with all thefe advantages on the partof 
the Minifler, of accufer, judge, written and parole teftimonyi 
I do not fhrink from, but court the enquiry : but this I 
mull infill upon, that if the matter is not enquired into, it- 
fhall not be argued upon as if proved. His Lordfhip after 
this recurred to the topics touched upon in the former part 
of his fpeech, and having again declared bis exprefs objec-J 
tions to any alteration in the Conftitution of Parliament, he' 
faid, that holding fuch fentiments, he could not confiftebtly 
move a previous queilion, though he might confiftently votB 
for a previous queftion, if any other gentleman chofe to 
move it; if that was not done, he fhould content himfdf 
with giving the motion his negative. 
Sir Edward Sir Edward Jftley faid, he was not in the habit of comply 
Aftlcjr. menting the noble Lord, but he muft fay, he had ncftt 
heard him make a more able fpeech in. his life» SirEdwardi 
. i after 
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after this, declared the noble Lord had once dared him to in- 
ftitate an enquiry into his condudb. He had not chofen to 
vndeitake the office ; but he ihould, neverthelefs, ftill con- . 
tintfe to impute all the calamities brought on the country hj 
the American war ta the noble Lord. Sir Edward profeu 
led himfelf a friend to the motion. 

* Mr, Beaiffy fpoke to the following effisA : A nobler Lord; Mr.BcjB. 
formerly the Minifter of this kingdom, has endeavoured to foy. 
convince the right- honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
that he is bound no longer by his engagements to the Public 
<D fupport a parliameiltary reform, which, therefore, the 
nobk Lord advifcs him to relinqufh. Sir, the friends of the 
li^t honourable Chancellor are under no apprehenfions that 
lie will take hisr Lordfhip's advice, not only from their being 
eonvmoed that his Lordfhip is the laft man in the kingdom 
wfaofe .advice he would chufe to take, or whofe example he 
M»tild trifh to follow ;' but from the (till ftronger reafon of 
tbeit being perfedlly abfurd, that no confideration under 
lieaven would induce him to abandon an obje6l which he be- 
llevet eflential to the happinefs of his country. 

The arguments of thofe who, in the courfe of the debate, 
have endeavoured to combat the propriety of the motion, 
bem to be reducible to three fpecific objedions ; the firft is, 
that the People do hot wifh for a reform in Parliament. 

The fecond is, that whatever may be the wifhes of the 
lPlBcq>le^ a reform in Parliament would be highly prejudicial 
lo die intereft of the Public ; the laft is. 

That, abftradedly from all other confiderations, this par- 
dcnlar mode of tSeSting a reform in Parliament is danger- 
mis, and the time highly inexpedient. 

To each of thefe'objeftions it is eafy to reply; my argu- 
ments will be fhort and few. 

• In the firft place, it is faid, that the People do not wifli 
Siir a referm : in anfwer to this afTertion 1 can appeal, with 
confidence^ to the language of the mofl popular candidates 
lb all the popular eleilions ; for if we may judge of the 
Iriihes of .tfi'e People by the arguments which thofe who are 
bndidates for their favour, make ufe of to conciliate their 
lAeiem, we muft be convinced that a parliamentary reform 
of all objeds, that which the People have moft at 



^' The noble Lord has faid, that he believes no Houfe of 
Commons, more popular than the prefent, has ever exifled 
htbbkSDgdom: none, for fo he muft mean, that ever eqr 
Wf. joyed 
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jofei m a more ample degree the good opinion and codi^ 
dence of the People. 

I perfeftly agree with him in this belief, and therefore I 
am confident diat a reform in Parliament^ which was always 
a public wifli, is now, perhaps for the firfl time, the puUie 
expedation too ; for the People are perfaaded that, whatever 
were tlie fentiments of the late Parliament, you will not 
blame their endeavours to procure, not that ideal and ^>6ird 
equality which the noble Lord ridicules and condemns, but 
that enlargement of their political freedom which ia e&bn« 
tial to the fecurity of their civil rights. They wifli to 
place as many guards as poffible round thofe high privik^ 
which they alone, of all the principal rtations of Europe^ 
continiK to enjoy, but which, they well know^ nraft ceafe 
with thera aifo whenever they fhall ceafe to be th6 cooAant 
obje6^s of their care. 

They are confident, therefore, that yo^ will not bhne 
tiieir zeal, if following the exatnple of their anceftors, they 
endeavour to preferve their Conflitution, by arrefting tiit 
progrefs of abufe, and by endeavouring to obtain foeb ne# 
regulations as the comnton fenfe and the common fiBelime^ of 
mankind recommend. To that common fenfe and to thok 
feelings they appeal, from the aflertions of the noble Lord, 
when he declares, that for a reform in Parliament there is n^ 
plea, either of neceflity or ufe ; for they a&. Is it not tin- 
wife to give to an agent fuch a Continuance of powisr as 
muft render him independent of his employers, and eoeoa- 
Fage him to ufe, for his own benefit, that authority thit 
was given him for theirs ? In private life, thi9 would be con* 
fidered as the excefs of folly ; in public life, it is impoffibk 
it ihould be wifdom. 

The People, fays the noble Lord, have reafon to wtlh for 
a reform ; ihey think they have the moft forcible of all rca- 
fons, a certainty, founded on their own experience,^ that n 
delegated power will long be faithfully exercifed, unbit il 
frequently returns to thofe by whom it was beftowed, A« 
they afked for proofs of this aflertion ? Their anfwer is a 
national debt of 250 millions, a debt which no creduH^y can 
believe the People themfelves would have contrafled 5 whidi 
no credulity can believe the reprefentatives of tho People 
would have contrafted, if they had no intereft but that ol 1 
the People ; a debt of which we know that much has been 
contraded in a way that profligacy itfelf will not dare to 
juftify; for, in one fingle year (to fay nothing of othcl 
years) to charge ai millions to the national accot^nt, when 

only « 
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only twelve millions were borrowed, is a tranfaftion whicfi 
no man living will have the hardihood, in the face of bis 
country, to defend. 

. The noble Lord talks of a reform in Parliament as of en- 
tire ruin to the Conftitution : the People will tell him that 
they have not forgotten, though it feems he has, that within 
the memory of perfons now living, the Parliaments of this 
country were triennial ; they will tell him that to thi^ hour 
they mufi have continued triennial, if the firft principles of ^ 
the Conftitution had not been abandoned, and its moft fa- 
cred rules grofsly and indecently violated ; for, if there is 
any one maxim of the Conftitution which challenges parti- 
cuisU: regard, if there is any one to which a peculiar fane- 
tity belongs, it is the maxim that the Houfe of Commons 
,fliall be appointed by the People; whereas that Houfe of 
' Commons that repealed the triennial adt was, as to the laft 
feor years of its exiftence, fclf appointed. The People em- 
. powered them to make laws ; they did not empower them 
to make legiflators. 

.' To reflpre to the People a benefit, of which they were fo 
unoonftitutionally, fo unjuftly, fo tyrannically deprived, is an 
obje& which every friend to the People muft have moft fin- 
^cerely at heart. 

I know I fhall be told, that if triennial Parliaments ftiould 

W reftored, the expence being doubly frequent, would be- 

cooie an intolerable evil : mv anfwer is, that if the evil 

d&ould be intolerable, it muu be of fliort continuance ; its 

magnitude will enforce correction, and, indeed, there is 

: much reafon to believe, that till the frequency of elections , 

ihall have" made the expence intolerable, no ei^dtual law for 

leftraining that expence ever will be pafledi 

■} The noble Lord has defcribed the defers in our prefent 

Conftitution as blei^iihes of no account, as fpots which the 

Iharpsft eye finds it difficult to trace. On behalf of the 

People, permit me to tell his Lordfhip what they think of - 

thefe fiiadowy defeCts, thefe blemifties of difficult difcern- 

, ment : is ijt not, thev fay, contrary to all reafon, that lefs 

than feven thoufana ele^ors ftiould return a majority of 

, fbe electors of feven millions of people. Is it not unjuft, 

\ in .die higheft degree, that twelve eleCtors fhould return 

r twelve members of Parliament, whan the whole city of 

i London returns but four? Is it not the excefs of folly, that 

f^' places without inhabitants and without houfes, fhould have 

^ . |»prefentatives in Parliament, when Manchefter, Leeds, and 

I- Birmingham have none? Sir, the People know not in what 

/ V Vol, XV. Dd fenf* 
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fenfc of the word the late Houfe of Commons couM 4e 
called their reprefentatives, when their language (fay thcfj 
was alien to our fentiments, and their conduft abhorrent to 
our wiihes. 

The noble Lord tells us, that the late Houfe of Commoni 
was (lot charged with being too much fubjeft to the influ- 
ence of the Cro^n — they were not diflblved lor this criooe—r 
Sir, the late Houfe of Cbmmons were accufed of not fpeakr 
ing the fenfe of their conftituents: this was. the offence for 
which they were diflblved — From the dangerous defigns of 
that Houfe of Commons, the interference of the Crown has 
fortunately faved us^ but let us not therefore think, that the 
Conflitution is fecure ; for wl;iat if the Crown, ait fome fu- 
ture period, fhould join with the Houfe of CbmnKitns againft. 
the People ? What if the illegal decrees of the Houfe of CosB« 
mons fhould be fupported by the army, thofe peace osfficen 
as they have been called, with bayonets in their hand*; 
where then will be found the boafted fecuriti of the Bxjti£b 
Conftitution ? Where then will be the difference between 
the freedom of England and the flavery of France ? The noUf 
Lord feems to be iibprefled with qielancholy apprehenfioat 
of the danger that may follow the appointment of fuchs 
Committee as the motion before you defcribes; for my own 
part, I cannot think fo irreverently of the Houfe, as to be- 
lieve, that the number it contains of wife and moderate oHea 
^ is fo fmall, as not to furnifh the very few that are requififit 
to compofe a Sele6l Committee — I am confident, that a laige 
proportion of the Houfe confifts of men whofe zeal is temv 
pered with prudence, whofe ardour is guided by knowledge^ 
and who think, that were they named to fuch a Committee^ 
their bufinefs would be, not to invent fyAems of ideal unat- 
tainable good, but to point out to the Houfe the defe&s in 
the prefent ftate of the reprefentation of the People, and to 
fuggeft fuch remedies to thofe defe£ls, as are heft fuitedto 
the laws, and mofl confonant to the genius of the Confttta« 
tion. Some of thofe gentlemen who preceded the noble Lpid 
in the debate, have objefled to the motion, from an idet, 
that the prefent is not the feafon for deciding on buiinefi of 
fuch infinite importance — Sir, I am convinced, and I fpeak 
it with much concern, that a reform in Parliament is a mattv 
of immediate neceflity; for, when the executive power of 
our Eaft-India dominions fliall be placed in the Crown, and 
nowhere elfe can it be confiitutionally placed, who does not 
forefee, that without a reform in Parliament, an overwhelmr 
ing influence will bear down the firongefl barriers of the 
I Con- 
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Conftitution ? The noble Lord will advife us to veft the go- 
TemiQent of our India poileffions in Commiflioners appointed 
Bt Parliament, and to give executive power to the delegates 
ortfae People; but God forbid that his advice fhould be fol- 
lowedy for that would be to deftroy the very foundations 
of our Government, and to break up the very ground on 
which the Conilitution ftands — On the other hand, it equal- 
ly cbncerns us to beware of increafing the jtower ot the 
CJrown, without ftrengthening at the fame time the fences 
cfthe People's freedom. 

- To avoid the evils of this unhappy dilemma, that of an 
immediate furrender of our Conftitution on the one hand^ 
^ on the other, that of deftroying the balance of its powers, 
which mufl ultimately terminate in its ruin, no other way 
^fents itfetf to our choice but that of fliortening the dura- 
tion of Parliaments, and guarding againft an increafe in the 
influenice of the Crown, by reforming the reprefentation of 
the Pebple. 

Mr. Martin faid^ that as a fincere and zealous friend to a Mr.Mtrtin 
.iborongh reform in the reprefentation of the Commons of this 
realm, he could not refufe his alfent to the motion propofed 
by tbe worthy Alderman — that he thought a Committee of 
die Houfe, cpmpofed of intelligent and reipedaible charafters, 
itaight do much to facilitate and promote fo deiirable an ob« 
jeft. He trufted, that on this occafion, the right honour- 
able gentleman at the head of adminiftration, and the right 
hobourable gentleman on the other iide, would both afford ' 
their heartv afEftance ; he declared that he had not the lead 
doabt of tne fincerity of cither of thofe right honourable 
gentlemen in their profefGons on this fubjeiE^^ but that he did 
not think' either of their plans, if he had rightly underftood 
tfaem^ fufficiently cxtenfive. He would advife the worthy 
Alderman, as he really believed him to wifh fuccefs to the 
Caufe, to encourage a general aifociation of thofe who were 
now unreprefented in this country ; that they fhould eftablifh 
a general correfpoudence, and claim their right in a peaceable 
and conftitutional, but a firm and determined manner. He 
believed that every man in the country, who gave any atten- 
tion to the fubje£t, muft be more and more convinced of the 
bsineful tfk&i of the prefent fyftem of ele£tioneering ; he 
fiiid that it was his idea that we h.ad been growing worfe and 
Worfe ever fince the conftitutional prafiice of paying the re^ 
prefenutive in that Houfe had ceafed| that inftead of being 
D d a paid 



ao4 PARLIAMENTARY A. it84- 

paid by' their rightful maftcrs, tjiey had got into the dirty . 
xuftom of taking vails, which amounted to a good deal moi« 
than lawful wages. He faid that he fincerely believed that 
reprefentation would never be What it ought to be, fb loneu 
men continued fo eager for feats in the Houfe, and that iuch 
eagernefs was productive of more evil to the morals of the 
people, and to the country in general, in various ways, thaa 
could eafily be conceived by thofe who had notobferved it 
with attention. He was perfuaded that if gentlemen weald 
but refleft coolly and frequently on this fubjeft, they mufl be 
deeply afFefted' by the extent of the evil*. He conceived that 
the great oppofition made to this reform, arofe chiefly frooi 
groundlefs appreheniions* that gentlemen of weight and con- 
fequence in the cpontry were apt to imagine thatfuch weight 
and confequence would ceafe, or at leaft be much diminilhedf 
if it were to take place ; but that he, on the contrary, did 
verily believe, that thofe who fliould prove themfelvcs wonhj 
» of public confidence, would, in cafe of an efFeAuai refomii^ 

obtain their feats, and hold them with much lefs. difficultr 
than they did at prefent. Mr. Martin faid, that if the qm^ 
tion on the table fhould be carried, that he fhould exceed- 
ingly rejoice, as he thought it would be the means of baviqg 
the buiinefs deeply and thoroughly inveftigated by men of 
charafter and abilities. He was very certain that the raor& 
thefubjeA was examined, the more clearly it would appear, 
that by much the'greater part of our public and privatediC* 
trefs, had arifen from the evil of eledioneering influence and 
corruption : but that he heartily wifhed that fuch a CoiiK 
inittee fliould be appointed as an afliftance to the Public in 
inquiring into tliis interefting matter. He muft fay, with 
great deference to the Houfe, that he did conceive that the 
regulation of reprefentation ought to be in die people at 
large, and that the Houfe had no right whatever, according 
to the principles of our Conftitution, to dilate as to the man-* 
jier of eledlion, or the duration of their delegation-— that the 
reprefentatives having too long aflumed that power, they 
feemed tp have forgotten the relation they bore to the Peopirt 
of whom they were the creatures, and by whom they ought 
to be Qhofen in fuch manner, ai\d for fuch fpace of time, it 
the people might think beft. Mr. Martin obferved, that the 
noble Lord in thq blue ribband had, he thought, accordine |0 
cuflom, treated this matter with a levity highly unbecononog 
the ferioufnefs of the fubjeft. He did not wonder thir the 
noble Lord fhould perfift in a ftcady oppofition to any parlia- 
mentary 
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meatary reform whatever. He well knew, that according to 
the prdent fyftem of reprefentation, it was in the power of 
any man^ however juftly unpopular, to force hlmfeif into 
the Hoofe of Commons by means of a burgage tenure, or 
Other dependent borough. Very Arong inftances might be 
brought in proof of this, that if be fhould mention one or 
two^ he could alTure the Houfe it was not for the fake of fay* 
ibg any thing perfopally unpleafant to any man, byt merely 
to evince the truth of the obfervation he had made : that at 
the very laft eleftion at acei'tain borough in Oxfordfhire, not 
remarkable for the large number of its,ele£iors, though there 
was only one candidate, he was fo extremely obnoxious to the 
generality of the people, that he was not very defirous of the 
Ecmour of being chaired, but wifhed to retreat as quietly as 
poffiUe, immediately after that ceremony ; and that it was 
p^eftly dear, that had the election depended on the inhabi- 
tants atiarge, that the perfon who now reprefented that bo« 
lOOSb, womd have had but a very fmall proportion of votes in 
lusnvonr. Mr. Martin faid, he, would mention one inftance 
ukitef .and he meant that of Kirkwall, where^ though the 
public charaAer of the right honourable reprefentative might 
poffibly have reached, it could not be fuppofed that he was 
inificiently connejied there to have been their reprefentative^ 
if he had been to be chofen by any very confiderable number 
of the inhabitants : that he thought, however proper the 
ckpice might have been in both thofe inftances, that the body 
of the peoplct could have very little to do in it. Mr. Martin 
concluded by faying, that he fhould certainly give his vote 
for the queftion, ,on the principles and for the reafons which 
he had endeavoured, though he feared very imperfcdly, to 
ftate to the Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt declared he moft undoubtedly fhould Mr. Chan. 
not take the advice the noble Lord had been fo obliging as to ««llo' P*"« 
ffive him, having folemnly pledged himfelf to bring the fub« 
]fi& under the confideration of the Houfe early in the next 
idStony whether the prefent motion fucceeded or not. He 
aicribed the long continuance of the Anierican war, and that 
vefy circumftan<;e being the means of keeping the Minifter in 
place, to a corrupt fyftem which owed its origin co the want. 
of a reform, in the ftatc of reprefentation. He combated 
Lord North's petitions one after another. He charged the 
laft Parliaoaent obliquely with unconftitutional condud, and 
imputed the late diftolCition to that circumftance. He joined 
in admitting the impracticability of univerfal reprefentation. 
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as projefled by his Grace.of Richmond, but he declared, that 
the abfurdity of that fcheme was no reafon why every hope of 
hitting upon a prafticabie reform fhould be abandoned and 
deferted. He faid, Lord North's declaration that the feiifi 
of the People could only be collefted within thofe walls^ tied 
him down as it were to vote for the motion, and fupport ani 
endeavours to have the fcnfe of the People corre<£tly rpokenia 
the Hbufe of Commons. 
Mr, Dun. Mr. Dunrlas began with a complaint of the Chancellor of 
^••' the Exchequer's having, while he had profcfled to avoid ea« 

tering too deeply into the dilcuffion of certain topics, fiom a 
dpfire not to divide the friends of the motion, hand led' otheril 
with a harfhnefs and feverity that betokened no very ftiul?insi 
endeavour to conciliate the minds and fecure the cordial' cO^ 
operation of his fupporters. Mr. Dundas, after this taufir, 
dium, ftood forth the defender of Lord North from anjr ttS* 
putation of particular blame for having carried on thc.lbjjl* 
fican war; the noble Lord, he. fiid, fojand the war be^tt[ 
when he took the lead in government ; it was then a t?^puti 
' war; and where was the Minifter to be met with, Who WonJSI 
- have dared to have dropped it? After having fpokentb ex- 
culpate Lord North for his conduft in office, he apologued 
for having fpoke from the queftion fo much. Hiidedd^ 
himfelf averfe to the fpecific motion under coniideration, b6> 
caufe it profeffed not to have any end in view that coutd^lse 
attended with the leafl: poffible good. It would obtain no in- 
formation for the Houfe, but what the Houfe already poC 
{^i[Qd. That there were rotten boroughs, and that the iri- 
ftocracy held them, were fa6ls well known already. The 
only confequence that appeared to him as likely to folhm 
fuch an inquiry as the motion tended to inftitute, would b^ 
the eftablifliing by authority the melancholy hSt thattte 
Conftitution we had for ages boafted of fo highly, was (»e 
continued fyfiem. of difeafe and corruption, and that itwai 
impoflible for human ingentiity to fuggeft an adeqaate le- 
medy. This would create gloomy ideas and leave t{ie ima* ■ 
ginations of the people at large depreffed and fudk under their 
weight. Mr. Dundas faid, he ftiould have better liked I 
motion for a Committee of the whole Houfe, as in fiidi a 
Committee every lingle propofition might have' been fipi- 
rately difcuifed, and decided upon ; he ended, with dedar» 
ing he fhould give the motion his negative. 
Mr, Fox, Mr. Fox rofe next, and in a fpeech of conCderablc lengtltit 
fupported the motion. He declared^ although he had not 

be&it' 
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-|iiefocc.ixiade up his mind to the propoiition of (hortening the 
dtpritjton of Parliaments, what he had Teen within the paftfix 
0HMiti>k had completely decided his opinion upon the point, 
gn^ he was now ready to declare their duration ought to be 
llaiated to 'as fl)ort a period as poflible. He animadverted on 
die leading political events that had occurred iince laft No- 
Vtetnber, and contended, that they all proved the neceffity of 
^irce lad independent Parliament. Upon a Houfeof Com- 
Al'oM (o formed, depended the exiftence of every thing dear 
tp Eogli/kmen. He fpoke of the uncommon exercife of the 
iLojal Prerogative hy the prefent Minifter, and ftated, that if 
■the CrowA bad a Houfc of Commons without doors, and a 
.Bbvfe of Commons within, and played the one ofFagainft the 
€Cher, as intereft rendered convenient, oceafionally menacing 
with threats of diffolution, and occalionally alluring with pro- 
wS&B of honours and rewards, the People were folely in the 
r ]^^ of the Crown and its Minifters, and the Conflitution of 
jlihc country w^ts not fafe for a moment. He compared the 
jNcfeaC times to the four lafi: years of Queen Anne, but de- 
dared, if any thmg, the times were now worfe. He replied 
Igt.what Mr« Pitt had faid of the American war, and acknow- 
ledeed that the revival of that topic always gave him pain ; 
bc£kid^ he reprobated the conduct of that war as much as 
ever, but juftice required he fliauld admit, that neither he . 
a^ aay of his oppofers, at the time that they divided fixty or 
(evfcnty oa a divifion, ever pretended, that it was not at that 
period a popular war. He charged Mr. Pitt with want, of 
FMling, to which he imputed the manner of his revivin a 
bb^ecE that muft create as much dilguft in the minds of thofe 
ivbo fat near him, as it could poflibly do, in the minds of 
Kbcn on the fide of the Houfc on which he flood at that 
EOQiliefit. He contended warmly and zealoully for the quef- 
KiODj and arged the extreme propriety of the point of time at 
srljiich it was brought forward. He doled with an earned 
fcHhortatioQ to the Houfe to iVipport a motion, to which there 
B^Hiikl be no reafpnable obje£lion advanced. 

A$ foon as Mr, Fox fat down, there was a violent 
Blaniour for the queftion, and the gallery was cleared of 
grangers. 

Mr. Burk^f with a great deal of difficulty obtained a hear-- Mr* Buikt. 
log, but he was not fufFered to proceed long, fuch was the 
impatience of the Houfe for the queftion. Mr. Burke 
ehiefljr difefied his argument to that part of Mr« Pitt's 
jbdedby in which he had mentioned the American war, and 

called 
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called upon the Chancellor to fhew, how the American war 
originated in the ftate of parliamentary reprefentation } He 
put his qucftion in two or three different ways; bat before he 
could proceed farther, he was interrupted, and a warm alter- 
cation took place, fome of the young members vociferating ib 
loudly as to prevent Mr. Burke from being diftindly heard. 
At length, after complaining of the indecent and dilbrderlj 
condu6\ of a part of the Houfe, Mr. Burke declared he had 
fomething to fay, which he conceived was well worlli dietr 
hearing, but it was too much for him to (land up againft lb 
violent a clamour. He faw he was among a parcel 6f roclU) 
the fides of which refounded with the intemperate lafhiog 
of a roaring furge, and therefore, though he waspaft^ and had 
got the better of thofe feelings, which they who were fo flu- 
pidly clamorous, hoped to oppref$ him with, be thought it 
more prudent for the moment to bow to the ftorm. 
Cm. Bar- General Burgoyne rofe to exprefs his fenfe of the condoft t 
^^^^ part of the Houfe had juft held, and which he declared, he 
could not conAder otherwife, than as a ditgraceto the wfaok 
afTemhly. The General ftated, that every ittdividutl mero« 
bcr had a fight to be heard on an^ queftion, and in orjer tJit 
every member might obtain that juilice, he gave notice, thit 
if on any future occalion, he (hould fee any gentleman ad is 
fo diforderly a manner as to infult a member upon his legs, 
he would mention him by name to the Chair, that fora 
fhameful behaviour might be reported to the Houfe by die 
Speaker, and receive that cenfure which it loudly caH^ for* 
Lord Mui- Lord Mulgrave faid, he would not at that late hour de* 
grave. i^;^ ({^^ Houfe by entering into any argument upon Ac 
principle of the motion ^ indeed the principle had been b 
ably argued on both fides, that whatever he might have Id 
fay farther upon it, muft be fuperfluous ; but as a yoong 
member, who had 1'poken early in the debate, and very ably, 
had declared, the queftion of a reform of PaMiament was new - 
to him, and had objefled to putting the queftion then, be^ ' 
caufe he had not had time to make up his mind upon thf 
iubjed, he thought that a good ground for deferring coaiia| 
to any opinion one way or another as yet. He therefbie 
move^ the previous queftion. 
Mr. Saw- Mr. Sawhridge complained of the unprecedented moritft 
- hki^%e, ^^^ j^^j httu juft made. He appealed to the noble Load's 
candour, whether it was fair, after all that had been laid up- 
on the fubjefi in the courfe of the debate, to rife at that late 
hour and move the previous queftion } The reafon whidi dtf 
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soble Lord had afligned for moving it^ did Viot, in his opi- 
nion, bear him out. The noble Lord had ftated, that he 
moved the previous queftion, in order to give a youngmem- 
\icry who had fpoken early in the debate, time to make up his 
mind upon the fubjeft of a parliamentary reform, fince< that 
Tabjed was quite new to him. The noble Lord furely forgot, 
that tbfe member in queftion, though he had told the Houfe 
Ihat the fubje£l was new to him, and that he had never 
tfapught upon it, had alfo in the fame fpeech faid, that he had 
confuhed his conftituents upon it, and that they had exprciled 
OQ dcfire that he fhould fupport iny motion for a parliamen- 
tary reform. It was evident, therefore, the fubjeft was not 
fi> new to the honourable gentleman as he had ftated, and if 
Eu conftituents were indifferent to the qucftion, he would ven- 
tare to fay, that they flood fingular in their opinion. With 
regard to much of the debate, he had a right to declare it had 
AO reference to his motion, which did not go upon any par- 
dcular fpecific mode of reform, but was nierely a motion, 
that a Committee might be inflituted to inquire into the (late 
Xtf the reprefentation. That Committee, he faid, meant to 
make a Report; and it would remain with the difcretion and 

SdgemeDt of the Houfe to terminate what proceedings, if any 
ould be. bad, upon thebafis of that Report. The motion, 
Aercifore, bound the Houfe down to no fpecies of reform, but 
Bierely put the matter in progrefs, and would ferve to con- 
vince the People that the Houle of Commons was ferious in 
'iti profeffions of complying with their wifhes upon a topic, 
upon which fo much of the expedation of the public in ge- 
7|eral:refted. He earneflly hoped, therefore, that the candour 
<Kf the noble Lord would induce him to deal more fairly with 
. dltf queftion, and that he would not perfifl in his motion. 
.^ M'» -^ '^- ^^y^or faid, the honourable gentleman had mit Mr. M. A. 
.jlf^eirftood' him, or he had mifreprefented him: why ov'^*^^^^' 
.'wherefore he knew not. V\ hat he had faid was this: that 
.he bad flood for two different places, at neither of which had 
.KlP heard any thing from the ele^ors touching the queflion 
rjiz parliamentary reform. That fince his eleftion, and very * 

Mutely, he had been down at the borough for which he fat ; 
diat he had then mentioned to feveral of the leading men of 
conftituents, that a motion on the fubjefl of a parliamen- 
jr. reform was likely to come on, and had defired to know if 
\j wifhed him to vote upon fuch a motion in any particular 
y. To that queflion he received not any anfwer, that 
5Wed that his conftituents felt very zealoufly about the 
"Vol.. XV. E c matter. 
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matter. With regard to his riot having made up his miod 
upon the fubjeft, he certainly had not as yet, having bx b 
Ihort a time in Parliament. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe to fecond Mr. Sawbridgc's it- 
cdlorPitt. quifuion. He declared, that no private opinion of his, that 
it was not the boft poffible moment to urge the queftioo iOi 
pr the moment moft likely to bring it fprward with advaouge 
to the caufe he had (o much at heart, (hould induce him to 
do any thing, that might look like difcountenancing the prin- 
ciple of thequeftion of the day ; he^therefore carncftly hop<^ 
the noble Lord would fo far comply with what pretty 
plainly appeared to be the general fenfe of all fides of the 
Houfe, as to withdraw the previous quellioln. To more 
fuch a queftion, upon a moiion of fuch magnitude and im» 
portance, as that which had been under difcuflron fo many 
hours, was certainly very unufual, and would throw a flur, as 
it were, upon the quedion itfelf, that ought not^ in his opi- 
nion, by any means to be thrown upon it. He hoped, there- 
fore, the noble Lord would not perfift in the previous quef- 
tion, but would fufFer the Houfe to vote on the main qqet 
tion. If, however, it fhould fo turn out, that the nobte Loid 
could not be prevailed on to withdraw his motion, he cao- 
tioned the Houfe, that by voting againft the previous quef- 
tion, they might have an opportunity of getting rid of it, ami 
by that means vote afterwards upon the main queftion. He, 
therefore, he declared, fhould certainly vote againft the pre- 
vious queftion, if the noble Lord fhould ftill perfift in it. 
Mri Shcri. Mr. Sheridan faid, fo far from his thinking what had faDca 
early in the debate from the young member, who had fpokeo 
laft but one, rendered a previous queftion either neceflary or 
proper, the motion of his honourable friend, the worthy AU 
derman, appeared to him to be exaftly adapted to the iituatioo 
of the honourable member; becaufd the motion was not a 
motion for this or that particular mode of reform, but amo- 
tion for the appointment of a Committee to inquire intotbe 
ftaie of the reprefentation. From that Committee the ho- 
nourable gentleman might learn fa£ts, upon a knowledge of 
which alone he could form an* opinion, and make up hit 
mind ; he hoped, therefore, the noble Lord ^ould not perfft 
in his motion for the previous queftion. From the noblc 
Lord's well-known candour, hd was inclined to hope he 
would withdraw it; and indeed he had another reafon for 
thinking fo, which appeared to him to be a very forcible OBfi 
and to be likely to operate more upon his mind^ tba^t any 

other 
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other he could fuggeft, arfd that was, a confideration for the 
chftrafter of the right honourable gentleman at the head of 
the Exchequer. That right honourable gentleman had tup- 
ported the motion fo ably and To vigoroufly in the courfe of 
the debate, that he was himfelf p^erfcflly fatisiied and con- 
vinced, that the right honourable gentleman, notwithftanding 
ke might n 't, in his own private opinion, think that the beft 
moment for bringing the fubjeft jForward, was fincerely a 
well-wifher to the motion, and a real friend to a fober and 
temperate parliamentary reform. What a rifque then would 
the noble Lord put his right honourable friend to, if by 
moving a previous qucftion at that late hour of the night, he 
afforded the public room for fufpicion, that fuch a motion 
was made collufively; and with the right honourable gentle- 
man's connivance ? For thefe reafons, he hoped the noble 
Lord would withdraw his motion. 

Lord N.rth rofe to defend the previous quefton. His Lord- Ld. Nortli. 
fhip faid, he faw nothing improper in moving the previous 
qaeftion ; there were two defcriptions of perfons about to 
vote that day, viz. thofe who thought with him upon the 
fiibjedy and were enemies to any and every alteration of the 
Conftitution ; and thofe again, who were not averfe to the 
principle of a reform, hut thought that not the fit time for 
it. Now the previous queilion would fuit either of thefe 
defcriptions, and therefore it appeared to him to be highly 
proper— With, regard to the motion's fuiting the honour- 
able member, who had declared he had not made up his mind 
upon the fuhjefi of parliamentary reform, he could not fee 
how it would fuit him, becaufe if he went to the Committee, 
he might hear fomething of difFerent modes of reform, and 
which of them the majority of the Committee might ap- 
pixjve, but it could not enable him to make up his mind in 
£ivour of which he ought to decide. 

"Mr. Sawbridge rofe again to explain — He charged the Mr. Saw- 
isoble Lord with having intirely mifapprehended his motion; ^'^*<*«*' 
and, to convince the Houfe, that fuch was the faft, he de- 
iSred the motion might be read. This having been complied 
with, Mr. Sawbridge reminded the Houfe, that there was no 
fuch word as reform in the whole motion ; the motion was 
merely for a Committee to be appointed to inquire into the 
ftateof the reprefentation, and therefore undoubtedly was fuch 
a motion as might fairly be voted for by the honourable 
jroung member who had rifen fo lately. Mr. Sawbridge 
£e 2 again 
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again appealed to Lord Mulgrave's candour, and heggpi him 
to withdraw his previous qucftion. 
Mt. Wii. Mr. fV'u.jerforcc faid, he fincerely wifhed the honounbk 
b^r£»rce. Alderman had not brought on his motion that day, becaufe 
heing a hearty and zealous well-wifher to a parliamentary 
reform ; lie fhould have been glad it had come on at a better 
feafon- — So determined, however, was he to do nothing that 
might look like a wifh to difcountenance the principle of the 
« motion, that he would certainly vote againft the previous 

queflion. 
Lord Mill. J^^^^ Mulgrave faid, he had been fo particularly called 
grave. upon, that he muft neceflarily fay a few words — Hisran- 
dour had been appealed to, in a manner he thought .rather 
extraordinary — What had qandour to do with the queflion? 
\yas there any thing unfair in his moving a previous quef- 
tion upon a motion, the friends of which were violently di- 
vided in opinion, a great part of them thinking that to beao 
unfit time for it to be brought on. With regard to the in- 
jury his perfifting in the previous queftion might do the cba- 
ra£ter of his riglit honourable friend, he had no idea of that 
being poffible ; his right honourable friend's character was, 
he trufted, far too firmly eftablifhed to be fhaken by fo Sen- 
der a circumfiance, though he had heard the prophetic mif- 
reprefentation and the invidious comment that was intehded 
to be put upon it — * His Lord/hip difdained the imputation 
of coUufion, and faid, if there was any crime in propofing 
the previous quefiion, the noble Lord in the blue ribband 
was his accomplice in that foul crime ; that noble Lord was 
too manly a charadler to warrant any fufpicion of an undue 
motive for what he had done; he fhbuld therefore acknow- 
ledge no compunftion. His Lordfhip concluded with de- 
claring, that he fhould perfifl in bis nrotion for the previoos 
queflion. , . 

Mr, Shcri, Mr. Sheridan rofe again to complain of Lord Mulgrave's 
ian, having talked of prophetic mifreprefentations and invidioni 

comments — No part of what had fallen from him, he wai 
perfuaded, juflified fuch infinuation^ — He had declared he 
was perfeflly convinced of the fincerity of the right honour- 
able gentleman's zeal for the principle of the worthy Alder- 
man's motion, and had deprecated the confequences that 
might follow any of the right honourable gentleman's friends 
moving the previous queftion. People without doors who 
were not perfeflly apprifed of all tliat had pafled in the de- 
bate, might conceive, that it was a trick and a connivance^ 

and 
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and that the previous queftion was moved with tlje right hon. 
gentleman's confent and concurrence — It was in order to avert 

. this mifconftruftion, that he had exhorted the noble Lord 
to ad candidly, and not perfift in his motion; and he had 
been not a little induced to prefs the withdrawing of the pre* 
vious queftion upon the noble Lord, from the right honour- 
able Chancellor of the Exchequer's having himfelf been the 
firft to declare, that difpofing of the motion by the previous 
queftion, was cafting a flur upon the very important topic 
to which it bore fo immediate reference. 

Sir Francis Baffett begged, before the queftion was put, to Sir Fnacii 
be permitted to lay a fingle word to it - - Sir Francis declar- Baffcii, 
ed, he did not wifli the previous queftion to have been moved, 
becaufe he was defirous that a dire6l negative ftiould be put 
upon the main queftion, in order that it might be laid at . 
reft for ever; having maturely confidered the fubjeit', and 
being decidedly of opinion, that any alteration in the ftate of 
parliamentary reprefentatlon would prove highly dangerous 
and deftruftive to the Conftitution. 

Mr. W, GrenviUeidLiAy he was not only extremely forry the Mr. Wm, 
previous queftion had been moved, but he had hoped the noble G^nvUic. 
Lord would have been prevailed on to have withdrawn it, be- 
caufe his wifli was, to have the fenfe of the Houfe taken upon 

.the motion for a Committee, when he meant to have given it 
his negative; and he flattered himfelf, that the fubjeil: of a 
parliamentary reform, as far as it could in the nature of 
things, would have been put to fleep for ever. Mr. Gren- 
Tille faid farther, that greatly as he admired his right honour- 
able friend, and greatly as he revered his fplendid abilities, 
he fliould have loft much of that admiration, and much of 
that reverence, if he could have entertained fo poor an opi- 
nion of him as to have thought him capable of expelling a 
ienrile complianc^e with his particular fentiments on every 
great and important queftion. He had no fuch opinion of 
him, and therefore he rofe to declare, that he was an enemy 
to the principle of the original queftion, and that he fhbuld 
vote againft the previous queftion, in hopes of being able to 
give his negative to the main queftion. 

The queftion was then put, and the Houfe divided ; 

Ayes, 199 

Noes, ----- 125 

Majority, - * • • • 74 

Junt 
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June 18. 

The The Speaker called the attention of the Houfe to a diffi* 

Speaker, culty which had occurred, at the office of the Clerk of ' 
the Crown — An indenture, purporting to be a return for 
the boroughs of Invernefs,* &c. and figned by the Sheriff 
of Elgin, had been tendered him \ but he declined accept* 
ing it, as it ought to have been annexed to the writ; 
he therefore applied to the Ho\ife for inftruftions — It was 
agreed to take the matter into confideration on the Mon- 
day following 

The floufe went into a Committee of Supply, and Mr. 
B'-eit rofe to move the ordinary of the navy — He would 
not go at length into the detail, as the eftablifliment was 
, exa6tly the fame as that voted in the laft feffion of the laft 

Parliament ; he would make his motions therefore in the 
ufual way — and firft, he moved for 701,8691. os. 6d. for 
the ordinary, including half-pay to fea and marine officers 
for 1784. 
Mf.rfuflcy. Mr. Hujpy condemned, as he had often done before, this 
manner ordemanding money for the public fervice ; he was 
well aware, that it was fcarcely poffibleforMinifters to apply 
fums voted to the particular objecSls for which' they had bead 
demanded, as it was often found neceflary to lay out in the 
repair of one ihfp, what had been voted for the repairs of an- 
other , the idea, therefore, that he had of thefe eilimates^ was, 
in faft, that they called for a certain fum of money for un* 
certain purpofes; and therefore he would ftrongly recom- 
mend it to Government, to apply in future for a grant <rf 
money on account, without dating for what purpofe ; and af- 
terwards to give a fatisfaflory account of the application and 
expenditure of that fum : for in truth it was ridiculou& to find 
the fame fhip in every year's eftimate, to Ijee, that perhaps 
ioo,oool. might have been voted for the repairs of that fliipj 
though every fhilling of that money might have- been «• 
pended, and honeftly too, on other fhips, which on an emer*. 
gency might have been fitted out in a much fhorter time 
than that fingle fhip could have been repaired. — He called 
upon the naval agents in the Houfe, to turn this matter in 
their thoughts, and communicate their opinions to thfe Houfe. 
Admiral Sir Admiral Sir Thomas Frankland rofe next ; he complained of 
Thomas ^ the want of difcipline that prevailed thoughout the navy, from 
the entrufting boys with commands. He hoped the copper 
fheathing was to be taken ofF the men of war's bottoms, dfc 
we fhould not have a fliip fit for any fervice. 

Com- 
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Commodore Bowyer faid he would not have opened his lips Commodori 
on the prefent occafion, if the addrefs made to the naval offi- Bowy«'« 
cers by the honourable member who fpoke laft but one, had 
not called \^p the honourable Admiral near him, whofe afler- 
tions he could not fufFer to pafs unnoticed. 7 he honourable 
Admiral faid, that the dilcipline of the navy was deitroyed ; 
but that gentleman would permit him toobferve, that his long 
retreat from the fervice, might poflibly make him ignorant of 
the prefent ftate of difcipline in the navy : the rull of more 
than thirty years might well have deftioyed the brilliancy of 
the honourable Admiral's profeffional abilities, of which he 
meant not to fpeak difparagingly, as he had never heard any 
mention of them. F'or more than thirty years, the honour- 
able Admiral had ptrrformed no other voyages than from 
Weftmitifter to Change-alley, and probably knew little more 
of the ftate of our fleets than he couUl learn by the riie^or fall 
of infurance. The honourable Admiral might not he able to 
comprehend the nature of the improvements that had been 
made in the difcipline of the navy fince he had retired from 
the fervice. As to the ftate of that difcipline, the hiftory of 
the wide-extended war in which we had lately been engaged, 
would beft explain it : the faithful hiftoric page would fill the 
minds of men, in ages yet to come, with admiration, when 
they ihould read there, that Gpjat Britain, after having been 
engaged in a 'war with almoft all the mar. time powers in the 
world, had, at the conclufion of it, left not a fingle Britifti 
Ihip of the line in the pofleflion of any of her enemies ; that 
only one line of battle fhip (the Ardent of 64) had been taken 
from l^er, and that flie had been re- taken after a general en- 
gagement with the enemy's fleet, the event of which had 
crowned thq arms of this country with a moft glorious vic- 
tory, (on the famous t2th of April.) As to the flieathing of 
fliips with copper, on which the honourable Admiral had 
touched, he would fay this niuch, that the moft able and ex- 
perienced fliip-builders had aflfured him, they would not fufFer 
a fhip fheathed with copper, to go to *fea again after three 
years fervice^ without taking oft the fheathing, and thoroughly 
examining. the bottom. 

Captain Macbride was of the fame opinion with refpeft to Caot. Mac 
the bottoming of fhips with copper : he knew from experience ^"**^' 
that a fhip fheathed with copper, and lying long at anchor 
was apt to grow foul bottomed, as much as thofe which had 
other fheathing : and he knew alfo that what his worthy bro- 
ther officer had faid was ftridly true, that fliips muft be ex- 
amined at leall in three years, let the copper flieathing be in 

ever 
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ever fo good a^ftate ; it was his opinion, therefore, that it was 
a matter which ought to be referred to the judgement of able 
men, whether copper fheathing was more or lefs advantageous 
to the public fervice, than any other fheathing. 

The queftion was here put on the motion ifbr the Aipplr, 
and carried without a divifion. 

Mr. Brett. Mr. Brett then moved, that ioo,oool. be granted for the 
ordinary repairs, &c. of the ihips of the Royal navy. TTiii 
motion paflcd without any oppofition, and the Houfe was re- 
fumed. 

Mr. Aiders Mr. Alderman Newnham rofe to repeat a motion that had 

m^nNcwo* [^gg^i formerly made for leave to bring m a bill to repeal the 
*"** , a£l impofing a tax on receipts. The Alderman faid, his con- 
^ ftituenis had inftrudted him to make fuch a motion ; in. com- 

pliance with their inftruftions, therefore, he rofe to make it; 
at the fame time he would remind the Houfe, that the laft time 
he moved for leave to bring in a fimilar bill, he had been told, 
that he was not very apt to comply with the inftru£tions or 
his conflituents ; an infinuation, that probably was tHrown 
out with a view to injure him, as it certainly bad injured him 
in no very trifling degree at his eleflion. As the Houfe in 
general might have heard that he confented to adl agreeably 
to the indruflions of his conflituents on every occafion, aiT 
agreement which he certainly had entered into, he woald take 
that opportunity ofdeclaring, what his opinion upon the fabjeft 
of inftruftions from conflituents was. He had no difficulty . 
in faying, that upon all local queflions, upon all oppreffive^ 
internal taxes, and in every cafe that related to them in par* 
ticular, the conflituents' inftrudions ought, in his mind, to 
be fmplicitly obeyed ; but where the charafiers, talents, iiid 
views of Minifters, were the matters under confideratiooy 
where meafures aflfefling the general interefts of the nation 
at larqe were to be difcuffed and decided upon, there he 
thought the- reprefcntative ought to be left to himfelf, to aft* 
as his own judgement founded upon that degree of light and 
information which cruld only be obtained in Parliament, 
fhould dircft him. It was very true, that he had confeqted 
to relmquiih his feat, wherever his own opinion operated 
againit the inftruftions of his conflituents, fo far as to render 
it impoflible, conflftently with his confcience and ihe genuine 
fentiments of his heart, to obey thofe inftruAions ; but he 
trufted, the good fenfe of his ccnflituents would refcue him. 
from being often put to that fcvere teft. Wherever he found 
his conflituents and he diflFered- effentially upon any great 
point, he (hould fuhmit to them the beft reafons his abilities 
I could 
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ccnild enable him to urge in firpport of his opinion, and if he 
found it out of his power either to convince them, or to re- 
ceive conviction from them, he muft ncccffarily bow to their 
decifioQ ; but he was certain they would aft more wifely, in 
not deiiring him to vote in a manner inconirftent with his ho- 
nour* He begged pardon for having thus departed from the 
immediate fubjeft, refpefting which he Had rifen to trouble 
the Houfe, and to which he would immediatelyireturn. The 
Alderman then aiTured the Houfe, that his conftituents did 
no( lightly or capricioufly objeft to the tax on receipts, but 
that they found it to be extremely oppieflive, inconvenient 
and partial ; they were very ready to fubmit to another tax 
in lieu of it, knowing perfeftly well that the money muft be 
raifed by fome tax or other, and hoping that a more equal 
tax would be fubftituted in the room of that on receipts. 
Among other objeftions that he ftated, he faid, the aft for re- 
gulating it rendered it more objeftionable, becaufe itoccafi- 
oncd offences ^o be committed, where there was no defign to 
offendv A friehd in the country, he informed the Houfe, had 
written him a letter, ftating, that a^ainft his will he had been 
diftributingfome counterfeit ftamps; for having fome ftamps 
from London he put them among his papers, and thofe papers 
having been accfidently preffed, the impreflion of the ftamp 
^ame off fo clearly, that he had written receipts on fome of 
At counterfeits, before he difcovered the miftake. By the 
letter of the regulating aft, therefore, he was a dead man. 
The Alderman faid farther, that if the tax was to be conti- 
nued, he certainly was of opinion that its colleftion ought to 
be affifted, and rendered as produftive as poiTible ; but he 
hoped the Houfe would confent to the repeal, as he believed 
he might fairly fay, the majority of the trading part of the 
whole kingdom thought it a moft unjuft tax, and wifhed to 
be relieved from the burden and inconvenience of it. He 
added, that he had heard that tlie Chancellor of the Exche- 

^ler was inclined to repeal the receipt tax; he flattered him* 
It therefore, that he fhould have his fupport on the prefent 
occaGon. The Alderman concluded with moving, " That 
** leave be given to bring in a bill for the repeal of the aft, 
^ ifl^pofing a tax on receipts.'^ 

Mr. Al^rman Sawbridge rofe to fecond the motion. The Mr. Alder- 
Alderman faid he likewife had received the inftrudions of his f'*" ^•*^" 
conftituents to endeavour to obtain the repeal of the receipt '* *** 
tax, which they, with great juftice, in his opinion, com-- 

Voi,,.XV. Ff plained 
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plained of as an unequal and oppreffi?e impoft. He hopedi 
therefore, the Houfe would adopt the motion. 
Mr. Lor- Mr. Lorraine Smith faid, he had the inftru£tions of fail . 
nine Smith conftituents to fupport the motion. He rofe therefore to 
obey them. Mr. Smith faid, the tax fell twenty-fold on the 
confumer, who could not by any means contrive . to repay 
and indemnify himfelf; he therefore thought, upon principk^ 
of juflice and fairnefs, it ought to be repealed. 
Capti Ber* Captain Berkeley faid, notwithftanding what had been ur- 
ftdey, ged, he trufted the reports of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer's having an inclination to repeal the tax were falfc, 
and that he would by no means confent to give up one of 
the beft taxes ever impofed on the fubjefl. If the right ho- 
nourable gentleman l>ad any fucli intention, he would oppofe 
it to the utmoft, becaufe he highly approved of the tax, and 
had done fo from the firft. No complaints were made of it 
in the county he had the honour to leprefent. The city of 
Gloucefter indeed had formerly oppofed it, but they were 
now come to the convidion of its propriety, and were per- 
fedlly quiet upon the fubjeft. 1 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt aflured the honourable gentleman, 
cellorPitt. ^\^^x. whatever reports of his having an inclination to repe^ 
the tax, might have reached his ears, or thofe of the Worthy 
Alderman who made the motion^ he need be under no appre* 
henfions that he was about to give his confent to the repeal 
of a tax likely to be extremely producStive, and which, in hit 
mind, afforded very little ground of juft complaint,' He 
I might have faid, what it was natural for every other per-i* 

fon to have faid, when he heard that the tax was difliked, 
and complained of, viz. that it gave him great concern to 
find it was not approved, and that if a better tax could be 
propofed, he fhould be glad to repeal the one and adopt the 
otlier ; but before he did confent to repeal the receipt tax, it 
was undoubtedly his duty to be fo far affured, as to entertain 
a reafonable hope, at leaft, that there was another tax that 
would be more equal, more eafy, and equally prodnAive. 
That was, he feared, very far from being the cafe : but fo 
little inclined was he to give way upon the prefent occaiioiii 
that he had no fuch intention. He never had oppofed the tax; 
though when it was originally propofed, he had entertained 
conCderabie doubts of its turning out fo produftive' as it wai 
imagined it would prove. Thole doubts had uniformly been 
verified, but ever^ new tax was an experiment, and necef- 
farily and unavoidably liable to imperfeftions in the firft 
trial of it. Nothing, therefore, had happened refpeAing 
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the receipt tax, but what every new tax was liable to. In 
Goniequence of the regulations that the I^egiflature had made 
• upon the fubjeft, the tax had been rendered infinitely more 
efficacious than it had been, and it was now growing more 
and more produSive. About 1 2,oocr pounds had been re-» 
celled upon it in town only, fince the 24th of March laft, 
when the new bill commenced its operation; its produce, 
therefore, as fiir as it had been feen at prefent, amounted to 
10O9PO0 a year, and as he could not conceive it had yet had 
a fair-trial, he was inclined to believe that its produce would 
continue to increafe, and become flill a greater obje£b than 
it was already. He declared, he was willing alfo to believe 
that it was,gro\?ing lefs unpopular, and that the prejudices 
raifed againfT it were dimlnifliing daily. To give up a tax 
fo produftive, therefore, fo very important in its produce, 
and fo equal and eafy in its burden, at a time when other 
new taxes muft neceflarily be impofed, and when we had no 
refources to wafte, would, he flattered himfelf, neither be 
deemed prudent nor advifeable by the Houfe, For that rea- 
fon, he ihould think he did no more than his duty in oppof- 
ing any motion that had the repeal of the receipt tax for 
its objefl:, 

Mr. Macnamara faid, no man would be more willing to ^^f- ^ac-? 
fupport the right honourable gentleman in every mealure "*'"*'■♦ 
that he fhould propofe, and which fhould appear likely to 
promote the public good, than he would ; but, on the pre- 
fent occafion, having received the inftrudlions of his confli- 
tuents, a very worthy and refpeftable body of men, to ex* 
ert his endeavours to obtain the repeal of the tax on receipts, 
he held himfelf bound to obey ' thofe in{lru£tions, and to 
fupport the motion. Mr. Macnamara declared, that' in his ^ 

judgement the inftruftions of conflituents upon the fubje6t 
of taxes ought to be religioufly obeyed. The receipt tax 
was found to be a tax partially operating upon men in trade 
and buflnefs ; every gentleman, therefore, who reprefented 
either a city or a borough, in which men of trade and bufi- 
nefs refided, ought to feel as a man of trade and bufinefs on 
the prefent occafion, and to do his utmofl to obtain relief 
for bis conftituents. He rofe for that purpofe, and fliould 
certainly vote for the motion, 

Mr. Baring faid, he had the curiofity to examine his own Mr.Banni* 
books, and to fee how many recepts he gave in thecourfe of 
a year, and he found them to amount to upwards of 12,000^ 
the coft of flamps for which would be 45 ol. He faid, he 
could not eafily diflefl that fum fo as to come at the pre* 

Pi Z cifc 
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ctfe portion of it that fell on himfdf, but he Iiad examined 
it fo far as to difcover that not a fiftieth part of it fell upon 
himfelf; the reft was fpread and difleminated in trifliog 
amounts among an infinite number of difierent perfoos, 
Mr. Baring fpoke highly of the tax, as an eafy and ex- 
cellent import. 
Capt Tohn Captain John Luttrell faid, he had received a Itoter from 
Luttreu. his conftituents, on the fiibject under difcuffion, and as it 
contained fentiments entirely difierent from thofe which the^ 
Houfe had that day heard from nooft of the gentle 
had fpoken upon the prefent motion, he would Tyf0lf2% a 
part of his fpeech. Mr. Luttrell then read' a Imer from 
Stockbridge, giving an account of an application having 
been made to the corporation of that borough by Alderman 
Saunderfon, to defire they would inftruft their reprefenta- 
tives to endeavour to obtain a repeal of the receipt-tax ad, 
and annexing a copy of the anfwer tranfmitted to the Alder- 
man by the Mayor and Aldermen of Stockbridge. The an- 
fwer was a very fenfible compofition ; it ftated that the bo- 
rough of Stockbridge had fent its reprefentatives to Parlia- 
ment unfettered by inftrudtions of any kind, becaufe die 
ele£tors were fatisned that their reprefentatives would do 
their duty» and a£l for the go(5d of the nation ; and becanfe 
at the fame time the eleftors were confcious that their repre- 
fentatives muft be much more competent to judge what was 
right for them to do in Parliament than they could pretend 
to be. With regard to the receipt tax, the coiporation of 
Stockbridge declared they confidered it ais a light and eafj 
tax, far preferable to an increafe of the duties on cnf- 
* toms and excife, and by no means to be complained jdf. . 
Having read the letter, Mr. Luttrell faid he would add 
nothing to it, but a declaration, that he for one ihould op; 
pofe the motion. 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox faid, he did not mean to take up a deal of^the 
time of the Houfe upon a fubjedl that had be«n' at di£foen't 
times fo fully difcuffed within thefe walls ; he rofe to ^tprefs 
his fatisFaftion at what had fallen from the right honourable 
gentleman at the head of the Exchequer, and to point out to 
the Houfe, the extreme abfurdity, as well as the infinite in- 
convenience, that it was obvious muft arifc, if members, oa 
every occafion, without confulting their own judgenient at 
- all, paid obedience to their conftituents. It was plain, firom 
what had pafled that day, that as every tax would he- found 
irkfome to fome defcriptioti of people or other, members 
would conftantly be inftru6ted to oppofe every tax that could 

be 
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be propofed. The confetjuence would be, if the oppofition 
prevauled, the new tax of one year would be forced to be re- 
pealed the next, and fo on ad infinitum^ by which means the 
finances of the country muft be totally ruined, and we, could 
hiiTe no hope of recovering ourfelves. He was happy, there- 
fore, to fee the right honourable gentleman ftand up and 
oppofe this/ittempt to obtain a repeal of the receipt tax; and'. 
he could not fuflBciently applaud the very great candour of 
the right honourable gentleman in his admifTion, that the ' • 
■tax on receipts, like every other new tax, was liable to no ^ 

0riier imperfedlions, than fuch as were, and muft naturally 
.be, ihfeparable from all experiments. A better tax, a tax 
more juft, and lefs opprefllve, he, in his confcience, believed 
had never been propofed. That it would become more and 
' more produ(^ive he alfo verily beiieved, and he had as little 
doubt hut its popularity would daily increafe. That it had 
been exceedingly unpopular was certainly the fadt, and that 
■ ihofe who projefted it had fufFered for it, he well knew ; 
for upon his canvafs, he found a great number of thofe 
whom he could not help calling his conftituents, extremely 
averfe to it, and firmly of opinion, that it was a bad and op- 
preifive tax. Their prejudices, however, he had no doubt 
would wear away; for the fa6l was, that while the tax Was not 
paid, it was pretty generally afFefted to be clamoured againft, 
and was deemed unpopular ; whereas the inftant fuch regula- 
tions were made as enforced the payment of the tax. it became 
lefs unpopular. Mr. Fox declared, that if Mr. Pitt had ex- 
preflsd an intention to confent to the repeal of the tax, highly 
as he approved of the tax, he fliould not have oppofed its re- 
peal, becaufe he fliould have fo much confidence in any perfon 
in his high office, as to have taken it for granted, he would not 
confent to repeal one tax, without having another to propofe, 
that would at leaft prove equally produdtive. 

Sit Matthew White Ridley fupported the motion, having Sir Mtt- 

' been inftruaed fo to do by his conftituents. Sir Matthew ^.T^**^** 
faidy he difliked the tax, on account of the puniftiment it * *^' 

- had drawn on the perfons who propofed it ; as fevere a pu- 
Difhrnent, in his opinion, as could befall any gentleman, viz. 
the lofs of his feat in Parliament. The Public alfo, though 
innocent, were treated as z particeps criminisy and involved in 
the pnnifhmcnt, by being deprived of the ferviceof as able 
' and as upright a member of Parliament as ever fat within 

■ thofe walls^ for fuch he conceived it would be univerfally 
iduitUd the noble Lord in cjueftion was. 
> . Mr. 
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Mr: Alder- Mr. Aldermam Watfon faid, he had likcwife biBen inftrvc- 
itoMiWhat- jgj (jy j^jg conftituents to endeavour to obtain a repeki of 
the receipt tax ; he rofe therefore to fopport the motion. 
The Alderman faid, whenever the clear decided fen^e of his 
conftituents could be colleded| he held himfelf bound to 
obey it, or if his own judgement would not permit him to do 
fo, to give them an opportunity of choofing another repre- . 
Tentative. 
Mr«Cotir« Mr. Cgurtenay rofe and faid, he wondered not at ihe con^ 
^esaj, plaints men in trade and bufinefs made againft the receipt tax ; 
it was undoubtedly an infringement on their eXclufive privi- 
leges. Gentlemen well knew that when any new tax was 
laid on the Public, the tradefmen,, who dealt in thei article .. 
taxed, always made it the fource of great advantage to 
themfelves, by laying a tax upon the tax; now the receipt 
tax happening, very unfortunately, to be fo conftitutedy diat 
no advantage whatever could be made of it by traders in 
' general, and no more could be raifed on the Public than 

tiie precife price of the ftamp for the receipt, it certainly 
was a great hardfhip, and a very ferious grievance to men 
in trade and bufinefs ; he wondered not therefore at the 
prefent endeavours to ^et it repealed. Another circumftance 
that marked the receipt tax, as particularly invidious and 
unfair, was the exemption of the poor ixqm paying to it. 
Why Ihould that diftin£tion be made ? It wa& an invidious 
one, and he had no doubt it was from a coniideration of this 
injuftice to the poor, that the opulent tradefmen were fo de- 
firous of having the tax repealed. Thefe two circumftances, 
he was perfuaded, occaiioned that*diflike that prevailed againft 
the tax, and theHoufe had fo much juftice, that he flattered 
himfelf, they would feel the weight of fuch powerful ob- 
jeftions, and repeal the tax immediately. 
Mr.Thom- Mr. Thornton faid, he did not think the tax fufficiendj 
ton. ^ produftive to atone^ for the inconvenience it was attended 
with ; if it were, he fhould confider that as a reafon for 
continuing it; but as the cafe ftood at prefent, he fhould vote 
for the motion. 
Mr.Miines. Mr, Alilnes declared, that propofing the receipt tax was 
not the principal caufe of Lord John Caycndifh loling his 
election for the city of York^ though he admitted it con- 
tributed to it. 
Sir Idwtrd Sir Ediiard Jftky faid, the tax was not complained of in 
Aftley. the county in which he lived ; on the contrary, every land- 
holder and farn^er, &c. that he had talked with up^n the 
fubje£t^ highly approved of it. 

4 Mr# 
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Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, if the principal objeftion enter- Mr. Chan. 
lained agaihft the tax by his honourable friend near him, **"°' ***"* 
(Mr. Thornton) arofe from its not being more produfltive, 
that objeftion would be weakened every day, as he had not 
the finalleft doubt but the produce of the tax would daily 
increafe. 

Mr. Hu/py faid, his fcntiments refpefting the receipt tax MrHuflcy. 
were well known; but he could not help remarking that there 
was a great deal of truth in what had been faid ironically by 
the honourable gentleman above him, that the tax was diiliked 
becaufe the poor were exempt from the payment of it. He 
really believed, much of the objeftion to it arofe from that 
very circumflance* With regard to what an honourable 
gentleman faid of the confumer*s paying it twenty-fold, that 
XDuft be a miftake, the receipt itfelf bore the amount of its 
coft ti[k)n the face of it, and no perfon could pay more than 
the price fixed by the aft of Parliament. The principle of 
the tax Mr. Huffey declared to be an excellent one. He 
h^ on a former occafion propofed an amendment to it, 
which had been adopted, and which he underftood had a very 
good efFeft, adding confiderably to its produce. The fum it 
was likely to bring in upon the whole was, he had been told, 
infinitely larger than it had been given for ; it amounted, as 
he had heard, to five hundred thoufand pounds a year, which 
was a clear gain to the Public of two hundred and fifty thou- 
land pounds. This, certainly, circumftanced as the country 
was, muft be deemed a very beneficial aid to the revenue, and 
ought not to be parted with lightly ; but, neverthelefs, had 
the right honourable gentleman at the head of the Ex- 
chequer fignified an intention to repeal the tax, he fliould 
have had his fupport, and that becaufe he fhould have taken it 
for granted, that he had fome other tax to propofe that he 
was iatisfied would prove equally produftive, and be lefs ob- 
jeAipnable. Mr. Hufley faid farther, that if any fuch tax 
fhoald hereafter fugged itfelf to the right honourable gentle- 
man, he hoped the receipt tax would be repealed. He 
thought it ought, becaufe let him approve the principle of a 
tax icver fo highly, if that tax was found to irritate the Peo- 
ple, and they complained of it, in his mind, that was a very 
good reafon, and a fufficient one for repealing it- 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe to explain. He conceived, that Mr. chanr 
when the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, talked of cciior Pitt. 
the produce of 500,0001. a year, he meant the produce of 
an the ftamp duties of the laft year. Certainly the receipt 
tax alone bad not yet produced in any thing like the propor** 

tion 
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tiqn of that fuim The utmoft that had been rcceiTCdiii 
any one week, for the receipt tax, appeared, from papers 
which he had in his hand, to have been 2200L in town. Ho 
repeated it, that the whole produce, at the principal office 
in London, fmce the 24th of March laft, had been about 
i2,oooK and he rated the country produce to be half that 
of London 5 fo that at prefent the whole produce he took 
to be better than after the rate of ioo,oool. a year, an4> 29 
he had before faid, he had no doubt of its increafc. 
Mr. Aid. Mr. Alderman Newnham took notice of its having been 
IJcwnham. faid in the debate, that the great landholders did not com*- 
plain of the tax. He declared he (hould have wondered if 
they had, becaufe the tax was not felt by them : the com- 
plaints againft it came from men in trade, upon ifhomit 
bore hard, while it did not affeft the rich gentlemen. 
Mr. Aid. Mr. Alderman Sflw^riV^tf denied the fa£t, that the poor 
Jawbridge. did not contribute to the tax. He faid, though the' poor 
were exempt from the payment of the receipt tax in the 
firft inftance, by all receipts fpr lefs than forty (hillings 
being exempted from ftamp duty, yet the tradefmen, who 
paid the tax, muft neceflarily" exonerate themfelve^, and 
confequeritly they laid it upon the commodities they dealt 
in, which the poor bought as well as the rich. 
At length the queftion was put ; 

Ayes, - - - - - 2<^ 
Noes, -. - - • - 118 

Majority, - - - . - 89, 

Mr. chah. Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that the preparation of what 
ceiior Pitt, he intended to propofe on the fnbjeft of the tea duties to 
the Houfe, had taken more time than he had originally 
hoped ; but his anxiety to avoid bringing any thing crude 
and imperfeft before the Houfe would, he trufted, be a (ttf» 
ficient apology. In the meafure intended to be taken ire* 
fpecling the tea duties, it was difficult to obtain infonnation 
which did not in every refpcft leave an uncertainty that be 
was anxious to remove.' He would, however^ endeavovc 
to bring^the matter forwards on Monday. . . 

Mr. £den. Mr^ Eden begged leave to make a few remarks on what 
had ixpw dropped from the right honourable gentlemaoi^ 
Nothing but an unwillingnefs to feem. to cavii at plans 
which he had had fome little (hare in. originating, {Prevent* 
ed his taking notice fome days ago» when the right honoOK . 
table gentleman firft gave notice of his intended bill, that 

mxBLf 
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aany effential confiderations feemed to* be omitted. He 
lad always thought that it would be a moft imperfeft fyftem 
o attifimpt a forcible extirpation of fmuggling, without lef- 
ening the temptation ^t the fame tinfe ; the clandeftine 
rade in teas was the great fupport of this evii, which now 
eemed to be deftroying the very vitals of the revenue j and 
t.was at the fame time a fupport to the foreign companies, 
a their competition with our Eaft-India Company. For 
his reafon, the late Committee on the fubjefl: in queftion . 
lad given a particular attention to the reduftion of the tea 
.tttiQs. That Committee had combined fuch a redudlion, 
rith the hope of thereby alfo opening extenfive means of 
loneft employment to an able and aftive fet of men, who, 
bough now engaged in fmuggling, would be an ufeful ac- 
€$on to increafed fleets of Eaft-India fhips, if the China 
radfi could be increafed. He hoped alfo, that the intended 
neafure would be accompanied with a geneifal indemnity 
ind complete pardon for all paft offences committed by the 
mugglers. He would only add farther, that the whole 
rottld be incomplete,. unlefs a full explanation could be ob« 
ained with Irelaifd : the report in queftion ftated repeatedly 
md eamcftly, that fuch an explanation was neceflary. He 
lad taken occafion, during the three laft feffions, to irepeat 
m cameft hope of a full difcuflion between the two king- 
loms, and final fettlement of all the important queftions 
'dative to their refpeftive revenues and commerce. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that he hoped gentlemen, in Mr. chan- 
ihcir readinefs to give counfel, would not fuggeft difBcul- ceiiorPitt. 
ies. As to the reduftion of the tea duties, he certainly 
lad alluded to it when he originally opened the prefent 
neafures j and a redu£tion of this and other duties had 
ong ago been recommended by a noble friend near him 
[Lord Mahon.) He was now happy to forefee that fuch an 
idea was likely to find more advocates from the labours of 
Ehc right honourable gentleman and of the late Committee. 
. Sit, Edward Jftley faid, that when a reduftion of duties Sir EdwarJ 
bad originally, fome years ago, been mentioned by the no- ^^^^^Y^ 
ble Lord, it had been fcouted by the noble Lord in the blue 
nbband and his friends. 

Mr. Dempjier faid, that he thanked the Chancellor of the Mr. Demp« 
Eaccliequer on bringing forward this bufinefs with all due ex- ^"^ 

elition % but he concurred with his right honourable friend, 
a Wife to fee fome plan of good underftanding on reve- 
iMie and com merce with Ireland. All accounts ihewed that. 
Vol. XV* 6 g kingdom 
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kingdom to be diflatisfied ; he fincerely .wiflied that i>aflia- 
liientary commiflioners could be named in the courfe even 
of the prefent fcfTion. 

A petition of the proprietors of landed eftates in His Ma- 
jefty's fugar colonies, and of the merchants of London tra- 
ding thereto, and other perfons interefted therein, 'Whoffe 
names- are thereunto fubfcribed, on behalf of themfelves and 
others, was prefented to the Houfe, and rend ; fetting forth, 
that the petitioners, or their anceftors, have ihvefled their 
fortunes in the fettlement, cultivation, and commerce of th6 
faid colonies, to the extent, uppri the moft moderate compu- 
tation, of more than 50,000,000!. fterling, v<^hereby the faid 
colonies, and the commerce thereon dependent, have become 
the moll confiderahle fource of navigation and national wealth 
which Great Britain poflefles out of the limits of the mother 
country ; and that, whilft the faid colonies, as well direftly 
as through the medium of other dependent branches of trade, 
afford a market for Britifli manufaftui-es to a very great 
amount, and conftant employment for more than 100,000 
tons of (hipping, in the direft intercourfe between Great 
Britain and the faid colonies, the clear income of the eftate^ 
in the faid colonies, after defraying the expences of thofe whcl 
are necelTarily refident there, is almoft entirely fpent in the 
mother country ; wherefore the petitioners conceive, that M 
part of the national property can be more beneficially cm- 
ployed for the Public than theirs, nor any Interefts better en* 
titled to the proteftion of the Legiflature; and that the jif- 
afters and expences of the late war, coinciding with maoj 
natural cahimities, and with the efFeft of the heavy increaie 
of duties impofed upon the ftaple articles of their produce^ 
have reduced the petitioners to great diflrefs and difEctdty^ 
and endanger their ability, without relief from Parliamenty 
to carry on the cultivation of the faid iflands, which failin^^ 
the navigation, and all the other fubordinate interefts and m- 
vantages dependent on the cultivation, muft fail with it ; airi 
that the faid fugar colonies cannot produce any quantity of 
provifions at all adequate to their wants, without mifapplying[ 
thereto that Culture which the public good requires to be ap^ 
propriated to thofe articles of commerce which that climate 
alone produces \ and that Barbadoes and the Leeward Iflands 
do not afford any fupply of lumber whatever ; and that the 
faid fugar colonies never have been, and, to the perfedl con- 
vidtion of the petitioners, never can be, fupplied. To as ftca* 
dily to fupport the culture thereof with lumber and provi*. 
iions from any other countries but thofe which form the 

United 
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United States of America, feeing that the gulph and river or 
St. Lawrence are froze up halt the year, and that the open 
half includes the hurricane months in the Weft Indies ; and 
that the want of inhabitants, and the rigour of the climate, 
pis well in Nova Scotia as in Canada, fruftrate all juft expec- 
tation of thofc colonies becoming fpeedily, if ever, produc-' 
tive, to any confiderahle degree, of thofe articles of which 
. the Weft Indies ftand in need ; and that the faid fugar colo- 
nies never have paid, and, to the perfect convi6lion of the 
petitioners, never can pay, for fuch lumber and provifions, 
.but by that part of their produce which, being fuperfluous 
jto Great Britain, has never found a market therein, confitt- 
ing chiefly of rum, of which ihe dominions how forming the 
United States ufed, in time of peace, to confume a greater 
.quantity than Great Britain and Ireland did, even before tjip 
confumption in Great Britain was difcouraged by the heavy 
duties impofed 'thereon, to the equal detriment of the reve- 
nue and of the interefts of the petitioners; and, this fuper- 
fluous produce, if not confumed in Great Britain, or the do- 
Diinions of the United States, muft be loft, feeing that the 
^ xonfumption of the additional inhabitants which Canada and 
^ova Scotia may acquire, can amount but to a mere trifle ; 
thus tlie value of the fupplies, which this fupferfluous produce 
pught to pay for, would become a drain of fo much cafli from 
I the mother country as muft, in payment for fuch lumber and 
provifions, be drawn out of what would otherwife reft in 
.(Great Britain, of the value of the remaining produce of the 
/agar colonies fold there, and which would be paid, through 
.the medium of America, to the FVench, and other foreign 
fugar. colonies, for fupplies fimilar to that which we fliould 
thus, in the firft inflance, throw away ; and that the inter- 
|courfe naturally arifing out of thefe mutual wants of His Ma- 
jefty's fugar colonies and the dominions now forming the 
AJmted States of America, was, in time of peace, chiefly car- 
jrjed on by American {hipping, of which a large proportion 
jconfifled of floops, fchooners, and other fmall veflels, adapt- 
- tA to the cheap conveyance of bulky commodities for a fhort 
.navigation, and not at all fit for, or employed in, the con- 
veyance of fugar from the Weft Indies to Europe, but which 
took back the returns for their own cargoes in the fuperfluous 
produce before mentioned ; and that, although the direft iii- 
terlcourfe with America in American fliips is, by Hi-s Majefty's 
v proclamation, freely permitted to the petitioners' fellow fub- 
[ Jf^s, not only in Great Britain but in Ireland, it is withheld 
; vom the petitioners, to whom, of all His Majefty's fubjefts, 
[ G g 2 . it 

r i ■ 
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it is the moft effential ; aod, the faid intercourfe ftands rc^ 
flrained to Britifh-»built fhips, by which, if the trade were to 
be carried on, they muft generally proceed, from, Great Bri- 
tain to America in ballaft, at a ruinous expence, and greatly 
enhance to the confumer the price of thofe commodities which 
form the foundation of all his culture, and which the peti- 
tioners fuhmit that every principle of commercial policy 
coincided in requiring to be conveyed to his hand at the 
cheapeft rate poffible ; and that additional duties upon the 
confumption of the faid fuperfluous produce of His Majefty's' 
fugar colonies in the American dominions, and on Britiih fliips 
trading thither, have been impofed upon the eirprefs ground 
of Great Britain prohibiting that intercourfe by American 
veffels, which the French fugar colonies not only admit, but, 
with true policy, invite, whereby a preference, moft danger 
rous to our eflential interefts, is given to tjie foreign fugar 
colonies in the demand for thofe commodities which there is 
no natural obftacle to their fupplying as well as we can, al- 
though their regulations had hitherto prevented it ; and that, 
under all thefe circumftances, the petitioners are impelled, by 
every public as well as private duty, with all humility, but 
in the moft explicit terms, to inform the Houfe, that if, by 
means of this prohibition, the Britiili fugar colonies are de- 
prived of a market for that part of their produce which is (xh 
perfluous to Great Britain and Ireland, and loaded with the 
additional expence of procuring lumber and proviilonsj above 
ftated, which feemsthe inevitable confequence of perievering 
therein, the cultivation of feveral of the faid fugar colonies ' 
cannot be carried on at all, nor any of them to advantage; 
for which reafons the petitioners are convinced, and fabmit 
to thq Houfe, that, far from being favourable to Britffli jislyU 
gation, the prohibition in qtfeftion is big with deftru£tion to 
one of its principal fources, and, if it fliould be perfifted in, 
Ilis Majefty's fugar colonies muft, in the natural courfe of 
things, fmk, together with the navigation, revenues, and alF 
the complicated public interofts thereon dependent, in onit '. 
common ruin with the private fortunes of the petitioners ; and 
therefore praying, that the Houfe will take the premif<?s into 
confideration, and give fuch relief therein as to them fliall 
feem meet. 

Ordered, that the faid petitior^ do lie upon the table, • 

June 21. 

In the cafe of the writ for Inverriefs, &c, the matter of 
the delay being explained to the fatisfadion of the Houfe^ 
the return was admitted. 

Mr, 
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Mr. TVhithread complained to the Houfe of the praftice of Mr. whit- 
many petfons in trade, by whom the tax on receipts was **'"*• 
wholly evaded, while others, who were willing to obey the 
laws religioufly, paid the duty on receipts. He then held iii 
his hand a paper, which he had received from a friend, that 
was fubflantially intended for a receipt, though in point 6f 
form it might perhaps not be thought one : the form of it was 
this — ** Memorandum. — So much paid on fuch a day, on 

« account of Mr. . Witnefs, * ^^ * *.'* Now, for his 

part, he thought himfelf very much aggrieved by this prac- 
tice," bccaufe, while he faithfully paid the tax, it was evaded 
by his neighbours. He faid he would not mention the names 
of thofe in whofe houfe this memorandum was given ; \t was 
enough for him to fay it was a houfe, which was generally 
imderftood to clear little fliort of 50,0001. a year. This 
pra<^ice, fo far Jrom being confined to that houfe, he under- 
ftocxl to be pretty general, and to be followed in moft of the 
great houfes in London. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had ftafed the tax to be fo far improved, as to produce 
I2O,O06L a year ; but furely if the pradlice of paying the tax 
was as general as was that of evading it, it would not be too ' 
much to fay, that it would produce a million fterlingayear. 
He faid he thought it his duty to throw out thef^ obferva- 
tlpns, that thofe whofe duty it more particularly was to 
watch over the evafions of the law, might turn their atten* 
tion to fuch as were openly, and in the face of day, pradlifed 
with refpeft to the receipt tax. 

. "Mr. Huffey thought the honourable member had done his Mr.Hnflcr. 
duty in throwing out thefe obfervations to the Houfe : he 
wiwed at the fame time that fome of the crown lawyers 
would inform the Houfe whether, in point of law, fuch a 
memorandum as the honourable member had flated could be 
coofidered as a receipt within the vlOl, 

The jltt&tney General (Mr. Arden) joined in commending The Attor- 
the honouraible member for what he had communicated to the oey General 
Honfe. As to the memorandum that had been alluded to, 
and which the honourable member had laid before him, he 
would take time to confider it ; and if he fhould be of opi- 
Qion that it was a receipt within the ftatute, he fhould cer- 
tainly profccute the perfon who had given it. — Here the bu- 
'finefs refted. 

The Houfe fefolved itfelf into a Committee, to take into 

eonfideration the report from the Committee on Smuggling, 
|{n Gilben in the chair. 

Mr, 
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Mr. chah. Mr. Chancellor Pitt then rofe. He obferved that the illicit 
ce or lu, j,.^(jg Qf ^j^J5 kingdom had of late years been carried to an 
amafing height, and very alarming to the revenue in many of 
its branches, but more particularly in the article of tea ^ thip 
was faid to be the ftaple of fmugglingj for though the trade 
extended to a variety of articles, yet- tea was io nmch the 
ufual material, that if any means could be devifed to prevent 
the fmuggling of tea, the other and lefler branches would 
hardly give importance to the praftice, efpecially after the 
regulations which were now projefiing. That tea was the 
ftaple of fmuggling would appear very ftrikingly from this cir- 
cumftance, that though no more than 5,500,0001b. weight of 
tea were fold annually by the Eaft -India Company, it appeared 
from good authority, that there were confumed annually in 
this kingdom from 12 to 13,000,0001b. fo that the illicit 
trade in this article was more than double the legal trader 
To meet this evil, and remove it, it had flruck the Cpm?- 
mittee, that the beft poflible plan for that purpofe was to 
lower the duty on tea to fuch a degree, as jto take away from 
the fmuggler the temptation to carry on an illegal trade : this 
idea met his hearty approbation ; but as the revenue could not 
afford a diminution at prefent, it would be neceflary to pror 
pofe a new tax, as a fubftitute, in order to raife as much 
money, as would be loft by the lowering of the duty on tea. 
^The amount of the tea at prefent was between 7 and 8oo,oool. 
Jt was his intention not to raife upon tea in future above 
169,0001. fo that there would be a falling off" of at Icaft 
6oo,oool. per annum. His reafon for lowering the duty at all, 
was, that he might take away the temptation to fmuggling, 
by diminiftiing the profits of it ; but there was no occaiaon, 
in order to effeft this purpofe, to take off* the whole of the 
duty : the nature of the illicit trade was pretty well uadeii- 
ftood ; the market price of tea in the foreign markets was weU 
known : it was well known alfo, that the price of infurance^ 
in fo hazardous a trade, and the freight, were about 25L per 
cent, to the ftiore ; that the infurance for the inland carria^ ^ 
on it in this kingdom was about lol. per cent more ; and the ' 
profit upon the whole he would not reckon at more than five 
per cent, becaufe the voyage from the .continent to EngUo^ 
might be very often repeated in the courfe of the year, fo th^ 
the 5I. per cent, might, upon the whole of the fmuggler*s capi- 
tal, be reckoned in the end at 40I. per cent, per ann. .From 
the expences attending the fea and inland infurances, freight 
and profit, it was clear that the fmuggler muft fell at 40I. p^ \ 
cent, above the prime coft. Now his plan was to take off all \ 

the \ 
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the excife duty on tea, and impofe a cnftom duty of 12?. los. 
oaBohea tea ; this, he apprehended, would ruin the Smuggling 
trade in that article ; on the finer kind of teas he wouFd lay 
higher duties ; 15U per cent, on Souchong, &c. ; 20I. on 
Singld and Hyfon, and 30I. on Congo, The quantity of 
tea legally imported into this kingdom, appeared from the 
Company s fales ; the quantity fold for exportation at Canton 
in Cliina was eufily afcertained ; the confumption of the dif- 
ferent countries on the continent was pretty well known, 
which dedufted from the quantity fold at Canton, it was evi- 
.dent that the reft muft be brought into England, and from this 
caltulation he eftimated the home confumption at I3,ocx),ooo 
of pounds. There was another way of eftimating it. He 
ftckoned the people of England to be in number 6,ooo,cx>o, 
in which calculation he knew he was confiderably under the 
mark^ of thefe, aboVit 2,000,000 would, accoi^ding to his 
plan, be relieved from the payment of the pnefent duty on tea, 
without being obliged to contribute a farthing towards the tax 
which he fhould propofe as a fubflitution : the other four 
millions he calculated, would, one with another, confume 
3IIH of tea each in the year ; for each pound of which they 
pay at prefent, on an average, 2S. 7d. duty : the dirty, or the 
prinoipal part of it, being taken off, they could afford to pay 
to a fuhftituted tax, which he propofed to raife in this way : 
On every houfe with 7 windows, and which houfe was alfo 
rated to the houfe-tax, he intended to lay an additional tax of 

is. and fo on cliarging 8s. for every houfe of 8 windo^vs, nine 
hillings for thofe of 9 windows ; half a guinea for thofe of 10, 
and fo on, adding half a crown for each window up to 24 ; 
and ftill rifing up to 180 windows, for which 20]. per ann. 
^loald be paid over and above the duty at prefent paid on 
windows and houfes : this would produce above 700,0001. fo 
that with the new duty on tea, the produce would be near 

XOOtOOol. By this plan the public revenue would be confi- 
erably a gainer, and yet the people would have no reafon to 
complain of additional burdens, as they would be favers by 
tte plan. For inftance, a houfe which fhould be rated at 
iqs. 6d. would have a number of inhabitants fuflBcient to 
confume 71b. of tea at 7s. per pound, which would come to 
iU 5s. lod. the whole of which being taken ofE and, in lieu of 
it, a tax of los, 6d. being laid on, there would be a faving to 
the family bv this new mode of 15s. 4d. In England, Scot- 
land, and Wales, there were 682,077 houfes, which might be 
divided into the following dilFereat ciaiTus : 

Under 
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Under 7 windows each — 286,296 

From 8 to 10 ditto — — » 21 1,483 

11 ditto — — ■ . 38,324 

12 to 13 — — - — 249919 
14 to 19 — — — 67,652 
20 and upwards — ~ 5^652 
In Scotland -— — ?- ' — I7»734 

Of thefe, about 200,000, asbeing excufed from the houfe tax, 
would pay nothing to this new tax, and the inhabitants, be- 
ing the poorer fort, would be delivered from the duty on tea. 
The great benefit then jhat would arife from this new regu- 
lation, would be, in the firft place, the checking, or rather 
the abfolute ruin, of the fmuggling trade — Another benefit 
would be, that the fair trader would be relieved in a great 
meafure from the difagreeable vifits of excife officers : the 
£aft-india Company would alfo be benefited in an eminent 
degree, by having to fupply the whole kingdom with tea, . 
when fmuggling Ihould be gc« under, inftead of lefs than one 
half; or in other words, would find a vent for 13,000,000 
of pounds of tea, inftead of 5,500,000 ; and two happy con- 
fequences would flow from this circumftance ; that.the Com- 
pany would be enabled to take twenty more large (hips into 
theirfervice, and find employment for 2000 additional fcamcfl, 
a circumftance in itfelf of great national importance : apian 
therefore, which had all this to recommend it, and which 
would increafe the public revenue, at the fame time that it 
made a faving to the People, would, he hoped, meet theap* 
probation of the Houfe, and of the nation at large. He 
forefaw two objeftion& might be ftarted to the plan; one wa«| 
that the India Company having the market exclufivcly to 
themfelves, might avail themfelves of the monopoly to raifc 
the prices of tea. To this objeftion he anfwered, that he did 
not believe they would d6 fo, becaufe it would obvioufly be 
their intereft not to do it; for as the' fmugglers now carried 
on their trade againft the high duties, in this, cafe they woold 
carry it on againft the high prices, and that illicit trade^wouM 
be reftorcd, which it was now the wi(h of the Company to 
reftrain and deftroy. But not to truft to the diicretion of 
the Company, or leave the People at their mercy, he would 
propofe, that if ever the price of tea at the Company's fales 
Ihould exceed a given price, then the ports of ihp kingdom 
fhould be thrown open for the importation of tea from^the 
continent. Another objeftion was, that where a ,per{bn 
might happen to have more houfes than one or two, it wonld 
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be a hardfhip upon him to make them pay for them all ; m 
fuch a cafe, he propofed that he fhould pay for two of them j 
and even then, he faid, the owner would be a gainer by the 
plaiu He concluded by moting, **^That the duties of cuftoms 
** and excife payable on teas, do ceafe and determine." ^ 

Mr. Eden faid, that it furely was neither unmanly nof 
unbecoming to feel a jealoafy refpe£^ing fair and honeft 
pretenfions to the public eftimatioh; when, therefore, he 
apd others had exercifed their utmoft induftr'y, in dating 
tnd explaining to Parliament, in a printed Report, variout 

' meafures for the purpofe of introducing a new fyftem of 
taxation, and particularly fubmitted to confideration fome 
months ago, every circumftance which the right honourable 
gentleman had now brought forward, it was unpleafant and 
grating to him to be told this day, that the propofition was 
•* in a great degree new." It was, however, a fufEcient 

. fatisfaftion to him to make this remark, and having taken 
that fatisfadlion, he would proceed to affure the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, in pcrfe£^ and chearful cordiality, that , 
if the meafure in view, when brought into the Houfe, ' 
fiiould not appear more impradlicable than it at prefcnt ap- 

• peared, he would gladly give it every affiftance ; and the 
right honourable gentleman muft prepare himfelf in fuch, 
•undertakings, to receive affiftance from every quarter. Fop 
his - meafure, though poffibly not imprafticable, was full 
of- difficulties, liable to create much public fermentation, 
snd certain to be the fubjeft of many long debates in. 
.diat Houfe. There was a merit above all praife in rifquing 
fuch an enterprize without abfolute neceffity, and in fuper« 
^ding the propofed new tax to the various taxes which 
i few days imuft bring forward — A revolution was to b» 
inade in a fingle article of taxation, which at prefent pro- 
duced 700,000!. a year. The lofs was to be compenfated 
by a new tax, which would affeft the whole domeftic oeco- 
nomy of the kingdom : perhaps the change would be ad- 
vantageous to every honeil houfekeeper, but it was a fub- 
jcft on which men's reafoniiigs would much vary. The 
ailkit venders' and purchafers of tea were well known to b« 

' ¥Ciy numerous, otherwife the whole propofitibn would be 
^^dle-r-Ix^ fliort, it was a meafure highly interefting to every 
^plftfs and dcfcription of miankind within the King's domi- 
llionii, and involving confiderations of revenue, navigation, 
and public credit. It feemed right too to apprize the 

.4rigbt honourable gentleman of a matter which had efcaped ~ 
. ^ou XV. H h • Jiiw,. 
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him^ and which) perhaps, was the only important point to 
which he had not adverted ; — All the foreign companies rf 
Europe had recently imported large quantities of t^a ; it 
was well known that they w;ere now importing farther 
quantities, and to an immenfs amount; in truth, the fo- 
reign companies were now regularly applied to the abomi- 
nable purpofe of fmuggling into England the fruits of al| 
the rapine which was praftifed in the Eaft Indies. Under 
this accumulation of teas on the continent of Europe, the 
right honourable gentleman muft prepare himfelf for Jbme 
difappoincment ; the continent produced but few coufumeTS 
of tea •, and what could not be confumed, would be fmag- 
gled into this country, even at the loweft prices, and iinder 
a great lofs upon the prime coft. The lowering of our 
duties would not prevent it, for it muft either be fold to 
us, or thrown into the fea. Gentlemen, therefore, muft 
not flatter themfelves; the experiment might be rieht^ 
but it was at a certain expence, and with precanous 
efFe£ls* Mr. Eden added his hope, that the bill, though a 
tax bill, and the feveral papers on which it was grounded, 
would be printed (to which the Chancellor of the Exche- 
feemed to aflent.) He alfo fuggefted a wifh, that with re- 
fpe6l to the houfes of the loweft clafTes, there could be 
' feme mode propofed inftead of an additional tax on win- 

dows, the effedk of which was fhocking to health and hu^ 
manity, as it induced the people to exclude the lighjt and 
air. As to the propofed plan of admitting foreign teas^ 
whenever the Company fhould raife their price above a 
certain ftandard, he obierved that this would be a very in* 
competent fecurity; for if the plan (hould fucceed, foreign 
companies would ccafe to import teas in any quantity tbt 
might enable them to refift the monopoly of the Eaft-India " 
Coii\pany — H« recommended, therefore, that a plan fo 
advantageous to the Company, and fo expenfive to indivi- 
duals, Ihould be ;nade the fubject of a contraS, under 
which the Company (hould be compelled to furniih teas at 
a ftipulated price. 
Mr. Oemp- Mr. Dempjier faid, there could only have happened one 
**^» circumftance to have made him approve of the plan juft 

opened by the right honourable gentleman more highly tnao 
he did, and that was, to have iirft feen a petition prelented 
by the Eaft-India Company, praying that fuch a plan might 
be adopted. Had that been the cafe, he was perfuaoed 
the. Company would have gladly contrafted with the Puk 

lie, 
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Mc, and have agreed to ferve them at the price ftated 
in the calculation of the right honourable gentleman. 

Mr. Bomber Gafcoym made a few obfervations on what Mr.Baipker 
Mr. Pitt had fuggefted — He pointed out the probability of Gafcoyne, 
perfons who lived in houfes, with only eight or nine win- 
dows flopping up two or three, in order to come within 
the tax impofed on the houfe within a fmuller number. He 
alifo fuggefted the neceffity of fome regulation refpe£ling the 
two Univerfities, the Inns of Court, and the Royal hof- 
pitals, in each of which, it was well known, confiderable 
quantities of tea were confumed. 

Mr. Baring afked whether the drawback was to be allow- Mr. Baring, 
cd as heretofore upon teas exported j becaufe, if that was 
not the cafe, the exportation of teas from Great Britain 
and Ireland, to Spain, Portugal, &c. would be very con- 
fiderably affe£);ed, and foreign exporters of teas would be 
enabled to underfel us. 

Mr. Alderman Nnvnham faid, he rofe to give the Chan- Wr. Alder- 
cellor of the Exchequer his tribute of applaufe for the plan J)^^*^"' 
he had that day propofed; he begged, however, to remind 
the right honourable gentleman, that there was in and about 
the metropolis, certain places where very large quantities 
of tea were confumed, much more than could be confumed 
in any private houfe, let it be ever fo large — It would be ne- 
•ceflary, therefore, to make fome regulations with refpefl: to 
thofe places. * Another matter that ftruck him was, the 
, Jioufes of opulent farmers that paid no houfe duty ; he faw 
no reafon why this (hould be, but if the new tax was to 
be governed by the houfe duty it would certainly be the 
cafe. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe to explain — He faid all houfes Mr. Chi». 
would pay three (hillings at the loweft rate, and that this ^f^^^ ^*"* 
tax was not to be governed by the houfe tax. With regard 
to vbat had been mentioned by the honourable magiftrate, 
of certain places near town where great quantities of tea 
were confumed, proper regulations refpefting them would 
be put into the bill, either by additional licences to fell tea^ 
.or in fome other way. Regulations would alfo be found in 
sty ikpp]iczblt to the Inns of Court, and the. other buildings 
' mentioned by another right honourable gentleman, with a 
. variety of fubordinate provifions that he had omitted to 
take notice of in his former fpeech. In anfwer to what had 
fallen from an honourable gentleman relative to drawbacks, 
lioiaid. drawbacks would be allowed as ufual. 

H h 2 Lord 
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Ird. Malion Lord Mabon took notice of what had been dropt by Mr. 
Eden refpefting the quantity of tea in the pofleffioR of the 
foreign companies, and faid, that however it might aficA 
the immediate fuccefs of the me^fure, it fhcwcd its ]m|x>r* - 
tance and neceflity, and proved his right honourable frieod 
a£led wifely, in endeavouring to knock fmuggling oh the head 
at one blow. [At this moment his Lordfhip inadvertently 
hit Mr. Pitt, who fat direftly beneath him, a blow on the 
head, a circumftance which caufed an immoderate fit of 
laughter.] 
. Mr. Chin-' Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that thrf noble Lord had a pc- 
ccUorPitt. culiar .right to fpeak on this fubjeft, having originally 
fuggefted ^he reduftion of duties as beneficial to the re- 
venue. 
Mr. Eden. Mr. EdeH faid it was true,, the noble Lord had firftfugr 
gefted the reduction of duties, but it was fuch a reduAion 
as no man would follow, in the prefent ftate of the public 
finances. The reduftion now brought forwards, was a rc- 
du£tion of high duties, accompanied and fupplied by' a fub* 
Aitution of new duties ; the idea was not new in the me- 
mory of any man, but it had firft been patronized by the 
late Chancelloi: of the Exchequer (Lord J. Cavendilh) un- 
der whofe aufpices the late Revenue Committee had began 
their enquiry. 
Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that a mere reduSloa of du- 
cellor Pitt, ties was not quite fo incompatible with the ftalc of the re- 
venue as the right honourable gentleman fuppbfed^ for hit 
late noble predeceiTor had tried it in two inflances with great 
fuccefs, efpecially in the coffee duties. 
ifr. Sheri- Mr. Sheridan faid, the credit of this plan was neither due' 
iaa. to the noble Lord nor the right honourable gentlemkni at he 

muft well know himfelf, becaufc he could not be' ignoranti 
that Lord John Cavendifh had it in his intention to do the 
very fame thing; nay, had the right honourable gentleman 
afked for them, he would have given him two bills read^^ 
drawn upon the fubjeft. Mr. Sheridan faid farther, thatjt 
was not ingenuous in the right honourable gentleman to 
affume a merit which he muft know did not belong to hiiDi 
fince he might have found traces of the bills attluded to in 
office. . * 

Mr. Chan-, ^r. Chancellor Pitt perfifted in it that Lord Mahon ought 
ceMwr Pitt. x.q have the credit of having firft mentioned, ahd meritori* 
oufly contended for the principle ofSaifing the revenue, by ' 
lowering the duties of cuftoms and excile, at a time whea 

fucb 
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fach a fuggeftion was not remarkably well received — Mr* 
Pitt acknowledged, that he had heard that the laft Admini- * 
ftratioQ had ideas in fomc degree porrefpondent to thofe he 
had that day had the honour to communicate to the Com*^ 
knittee; but hei declared, it was not till on Saturday laft that 
h» had heard it, and then from a gentleman, who faid, he 
♦had delivered two pajpers upon the fubjeft to a former Se- 
cretary of the Treafurj^, while in office, but that he had 
found it abfolutely impoffible to .get thofe papers back 
again. 

Mr. Sheridan, in reply, faid, it was evident the papers he Mr, shexU 
alluded co, and which certainly had been delivered to him, ^*^ 
were of no very material importance, fince the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had not only never aflced for them, 
but had been able to do fo extremely well without them. 

Sir Peter Btirrell alked if gentlemen were to pay equally Sir Peter 
for their houfe in town and their houfe in the country ? be- ^^ ""«*** 
caufe as their family could not live in both at one and the 
fame time, he thought it an oppreffion to make thom pay a 
double compofition for the duties on tea. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt in anfwcr, put an extreme cafe — Mr. chtn- 
Sappoiing a perfon had a houfe with 180 windows in it in ceiiorPitu 
the country, and a houfe with forty windows in town, he 
would pay twenty pounds new tax for the former, and feven 
pounds for the; latter, and taking his confumption •f tea at 
.fifty perfons in his family, he would fave exaftly forty- 
leven pounds, out of which he could furely afford to pay 
twcnty-feven. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, to take an extreme cafe was not a fair Mr. ShcrU 
way of anfwering the honourable Baronet's qucftion. *^*"' 

■ Mr. Chancellor Pitt then put another cafe, of a more mo- ^^' ^^f «- 
derate fort, and flated, that there would be a faving* even *^*^ ''' "^' 
upon that. 

Mr. Hvjpy faid, if the plan could be carried into cf&ft Mr.Huflejr. 
Jie would be glad, and would give it his fupport; but he 
could not go with the right honourable gentleman in all his 
calculations. . ' * 

Mr. Sheridan alkcd, if the tax was meant to be com- Mr. Shcfri- 
.pulfory ? ' ^*"- .'• 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt immediately anfwered. Undoubtedly Mr. Chan- 
it was. ^ ^ ""^' Pi^^ 

Mr. Dempjier was defirous of having it laid partly upon Mr. Dcmp- 
windows, and partly upon houfes. Mr. Dempfter ftated, ^^'• 
that in Holland every tax was optional, the tea tax efpeci- 
• ally* 
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ally, each family taking out a licence to drink tea ; and if 
convi£led of drinking it without having taken out fuch li- 
cence, they were liable to a very fevcre penalty. 
Mr. Jenkin Mr. Jenkinfon admitted the faft to be as the honoiirable 
fM»' gentleman had dated it, and<agreed, that in Holland, the 

taxes were optional, but he faid that plan had nevec facce(»led 
he^re. The plate tax was of that fpecies, and every gentle- 
man knew it produced fuch a mere trifle, that it was re« 
pealed as a profitleis tax. Mr. Jenkinfon faid, the window 
tax was one of the moft accurate we had, and the hoi|fe tax 
one of the moft inaccurate ; to alter the new tax, therefore, 
ds the honourable gentleman had propofed, would be to 
abandon a certainty for an uncertainty. 

^ Some farther converfation then took place between Mr. 
Chancellor Pitt, Mr. Rolle, Lord Mahon, Lord Surrey, 
Mr. Sheridan, &:c. 
Mr, Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, and it was refolvcd, Ths^t 
cellor Pitt, a duty of twelve pounds ten fhiHings per centum^ advahrem^ 
be paid upon the importation of all Bohea tea into Creac 
Britain. 

Refolved, That a duty of twenty-five pounds per centum^ 
ad valorem^ be paid upon the importation of all Souchong and 
Pekoe tea into Great Britain. 

Refolved, That a duty of thirty pounds per centum^ ad 
valorem^ be paid upon the importation of all Single tea into 
Great Britain. 

Refolved, That a, duty of fifteen pounds per centum^ ai 
valorem, be paid upon the importation of all Hylbn tea inlyi 
Great Britain. 

Refolved, That a duty of forty pounds per centum, ad tw- 
lorem, be paid upon the importation of all Coi^u tea into 
Great Britain. 

Refolved, That for and upon every dwelling houfe^ in- 
habited, which now is, or hereafter (hall be ereded withio 
the kingdom of Great Britain, having lefs than feven win- 
dows or lights, and which is now fubjeft to the duty of 
three fhillings, there fhall be charged the additional yearljr 
fum of three fhillings. 

7 windows, the additional yearly fum of fix (hillings^ 

8 windows, eight fhillings. 

9 windows, ten fhillings and fixpence. 

10 windows, thirteen Oiillings. 

1 1 windows, fifteen jfhillings and fixpence. 
1% windowsji eighteen (hillings. 

4 13 wia» 
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1 3" windows^, one pound one fliilling. 

14 windows, one pound five {hillings, 

15 windows, one pound ten ihillings. 

16 windows, one pound fifteen fliillmgs. 

i 17 windows, two pounds. ' 

18 win4ows, two pounds five (hillings. 

19 windows^ two pounds ten (hillings • 
'^o windows, two pounds fifteen (hillings. 

21 windows, three pounds. ' 

0,2 windows, three pounds five (hillings. 

23 windows, three pounds ten (hillings, 
\ 24 windows, three pounds fifteen (hillings. 

25 windows, or not more than 29, four pounds, 

30 windows, and not more than 34, four pounds ttn 
flufiings. N 

35 windows, and not more than 39, five pounds. 

40 windows, and not more than 44, five pounds ten 
4hilling9. 

45 windows, and not more than 49, fix pounds. 

50 windows^ and not more than 54, fix pounds ten 
jbillings. 

55 Windows, and not more than 59, fevch pounds. 

do windows, and not more than 64, feven pounds ^ 

ttiOt (hillings. 

(65 windows, and not more than 69, eight pounds. 

no windows, and not more than 74, eight pounds ten 
fliiilings. 

75 windows, and not more than 79, nine pounds. 

' 80 windows, and not more than 84, nine pounds tea 
flxiUings. 

85 windows, and not more than 89, ten pounds. 

00 windows, and not more than 94, ten pounds ten 
IhiUings. 
' 9c windows, and not more than 99, eleven pounds. 

too windows, and not more than 109, twelve pounds. 

110 windows, and not more than 119, thirteen pounds. 

120 windows, and not more than. 129, fourteen pounds. 
. 13Q windows, and not more than 139, fifteen pounds. 
, J40 windows, and not more than 149, fixteen pounds. 

150 windows, and not more than 159, fevcnteen pounds. 

160 windows, and not more than 169, eighteen pounds* 

170 wihdows, and not more than 179, nineteen pounds. 

I^Q windows, and upwards, twenty pounds. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, That a bill or biljs be brought in, upon the 
faid refolutions ; and that Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr. BuUer, the Marquis of Graham, Mr. 
Edward- James EHot, Mr. Aubrey, Mr. Attorney General, 
Mr, Solicitor General, Mr. Steele, and Mr. Rofe^ do pre- 
pare and bring in the fame. » 

June 22. 

^.\i Eden. Mr, TJen^ as Chairman of the Seleft Committee ap- 
pointed to examine into the Reports of the Dirediors of 
the Eaft-India Company, delivered a Report on the ftatc- 
ment prefented to the Houfe by the Uircdorstof-thc Com* 
pany. It was ordered to be printed. 

- . A fliort converfation took place relative to^ the purchafc 

of Sir Gregory Page Turner's houfe. 
Mr. Derop- Mr. Dempjler^ agreeable to his notice, rofe to bring un- 
fter. der the confideration of the Houfe the fituation ot ;this 

country in relation to its finances, arid, he faid, he wouI4 
do it in as few words as poffible. In order to be concife, 
he would even run the rifque of being obfcure,, as he 
hoped he needed only to (late what our condition really 
was, to incite the Houfe to proceed as foon as poiEble te 
take fuch meafures for, the national relief, as to their wif- 
dom fcould appear proper. Our funded debt he ftated at 
two hundred and thirty millions ; and our unfunded 'debt 
he calculated would amount to thirty millions, without the 
bottom of the war expences being wound up, befides nine 
millions navy bills, and other debts, that would make the 
whole amount to two hundred and ninety millions; the yearly 
intereft of which would take fourteen millions to difcharge : 
now our national eftate, including malt and land tax, 
and the whole of the finking fund, amounted orjly to thir- 
teen millions two hundred thoufand pounds; fo that there 
would remam eight hundred thoufand pounds to be .pro* . 
vided annually to majce good the intereft. This was a venp 
ferious fituHtion, and fuch as muft give every fiiehd to his 
country great pain to obferve ; but at the fame time it vas 
. highly neceffary that fome means or other fliould be fue- 
gefted and taken, in order to extricate us from the difficm* 
ties in which our prefent circumftances involved us. Qtac 
way of lightening our bui:dcas certainly was, by reducing 

our 
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wir peace cftablifliment even lower than they flood at the 
h^nning of the war. To fuch a pofition he had not the 
tnallcft objedtion ^ but ftill fomething.more mud be done, 
to give the country eflFeftual relief, which could only arife 
60m paying off a part of the national debt. He wiflied 
therefore to call the attention of the Houfe to that point, 
ind to (hew them how much mighr be done by the appli- 
cation of a (ingle million yearly. According to a calcula- 
tion made by that accurate calculator. Dr. Price, it appear- 
;«d, that by the laying bye of a million annually, and lacred- 
A and rcligioufly applying it to paying oflF a part of the na- 
'uonal debt, provided the three per cents, were changed to 
ibur per cents, (which were much more eafily paid off than 
Ac three per cents.) two hundred and fixty-feven mil- 
lions might be paid off in fixty years; fo that His prefent 
Majefty,' rif his life lafted to about the fame length that 
Huny of his anceftors had lived to) would in his lifetime 
have the comfort of feeing his People relieved from all the 
burdens and expeopes brought upon them by the American 
War; and jthe Heir Apparent, whofe reign it was to be 
bop^ would be a long one, would live to fee the whole of 
fcbe debt cleared. Mr. Dempfter faid farther, that accord* 
tug to the calculations cff Baron Mazeres, it appeared, that 
if the plaki of laying bye a million a year, was adopted and 
tmrfaed for twenty years, and the country was then under 
4e neceflity of defifting from it, that thofe twenty millions. 
%nth the money provided to pay the intereft of that part of 
Ae national debt, that was paid off from time to time, 
^jprppiiated to the fame, purpofe, would in fifty-feven 
■» difcharge the debt. Mr. Dempfter quoted the au- 
ity of Mr. Sinclair, in corroboration of his argument, 

^_ aring, that Mr. Sinclair had very fenfibly and clearly 

^!|liewn in his book what might be done by putting in prac- 
iHct fuch ^ fcheme as he had mentioned — He faid farther, 
JAat in cider to carry the plan into effe£):, CommiiBoners 
flMBglit to be fpeedily appointed : he would not then move -* 

!|br tvich a Committee, but if no Minifter did in the courfe 
l^dkc next feffion, infignificant as he was, he would him* 
9Uf make fuch a motion*— The Iboner it was done the bet* 
Nfcff and he believed it-was in the power of <he right ho« 
[icmrable Chancellor of the Exchequer to begin it even that 
|ijpar, for the £aft-India Company already ftood indebted 
jto Ac.PttUiiC a million; let that million therefore be taken 
ll a beginning, and let the fyftem be regularly purfued — » 
^VouXV; " li Mr^ 
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Mr. Dempftcr enlarged on the neceflity; for doing fomc- 
thing, and declared every fyllable he had faid proceeded fole- , 
Iv from the fincere wifli he had to fee the country extricated 
from its difficulties — He had no other motive than'to pre- . 
pare the minds of the Public to bear the heavy new taxes 
that he feared niuft be impofed on them, by (hewing them 
that they were unavoidable, and that if fome plan was not 
immediately adopted for the diminifliing of the national 
debt, they could have no hope of being ever relieved from 
thefr burdens. He hoped, he faid, never to hear of a 
fponge, as the only means of paying off the national rfebtj 
every man in the country ought to take the laft {hilling out 
of his pocket, fooner than fuffer fnch a (lab to the credit, 
and fuch a difgrace to the honour of Great Britain* Ha?- 
ing faid thus much, he would fpeak more immediately to a 
• motion he meant to make before he fat down, and that was, 
a motion for a Committee to be appointed to enquire into 
the (late of our fi{heries, and our commerce; he wifhcdalfo 
that the Committee might have power to extend its in^uirici 
to our navigation. At prefent commerce- was heavily bur- - 
dened, through the clogs put upon our navigation, parti* ' 
cularly in that part of the kingdom to which he more im- 
mediately belonged ; there a ve(rel could fcarcely crols a 
creek, without being put to as much expence and inconve- 
nience for papers to warrant her failing, as if (he was clear- 
ing out for a long and exten(ive voyage abroad. Mr. Derop-' 
(ler pointed out the abfurdity of fevcral of our cuftom-hotue 
' regulations, where, in refpeft to many commodities, 1 
(liipper who was about to fend a cargo coaftwife, was obBg* 
ed to fwear that be would not carry the <:argo abroad, al- 
though if he had entered it for exportation, he would hafC 
been entitled to a drawback on the fame identical commo- 
dity. In Scotland, however, the difficulties upon mer- 
chants and (hippers of goods were in(initely greater, in 
confequence of there not being at any of the Scotch cuftom 
: houfes any table of eftabli(hed fees. Mr. Dempfter dif- 
cuded thefe points a good deal, and at length, after kxiaUng 
an apology for having taken up fo much of the time bf tfcc 
Houfe, concluded with a motion for the appointment' of 
a Committee to enquire into the (late of our fi(herieSy i»* 
vigation and commerce* 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, he trufted the (late of thccoun- 
telior Pitt, ^.j-y^ ipj refpeft to its finance, was felt by them all, and felt by 
the country in general, fufficiently to render it unneceuarf, 

fflip] 
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fcr him to fay ariy thing by way of ftrengthening the im'prf f* 
^on ; neither did any thing the honourable gentleman had faid 
:)ni jthat head require any very minute difcufTion at that mo- 
aeieiit. He gave his hearty affent to the difinterefted motives 
claimed by the honourable gentleman for the conduft he had 
"held that day ; and h^ gave him likevvife his hearty thanks for 
dbe manner in which he had brought the fubjedt forward. It 
:^.a$ n^bll undoubtedly true, that, without finding a furplus 
.'fcr the Sinking Fund, it would be impoflitle for this country 
■jU> look for rehef ; to the provifion of that furplus his views 
liad been dlredted from the firft moment that he was able to 
.^hiider a quellion of finance 5 and fmce additional taxes 
{jBluft unavoidably be laid on the Public, he trufted a general 
;^irit would be fliewn, and that the People were determined 
' manfully to look their fituation in the face, and cheerfully to 
^liear thofe burdens, heavy as they unfortunately were, which 
the exigency pf af&irs rendered abfolutely unavoidable, 
. There was one aflertion, however, made bv the honourable 
'gentleman, in which he could not concur, and that was, his 
.aflertion that the whole of the Sinking Fund was abforbed : 
it was true that the deficiencies of late years had been ex- 
^ tretbely large, and thofe deficiencies had been mnde good out 
.of th^ Sinking Fund; but the Sinking Fund itfelf had been 
gradually improving and increafing for many years. I'his he 
fhdugbt neceflary to declare, left an idea might go abroad, 
^that our fituation was worfe than it really was ; and bad in- 
deed (hould he have thought it, had the fa<5> ftood exad^ly as 
Ithc honourable gentleman had ftated it. With regard to the 
^motion, he feared that in its prefent form it would open foex- 
^t^five ancj boandlefs a field for inquiry, that it would ope- 
:^te againft the purpofe for which it was made, and ferve 
l^vOnly tA rivet and, fix on the minds of the Public additional 
* .proofs of the necefTity for regulation and reform in a vaft va- 
■ Ticty ot important particulars, without enabling the Houfe 10 
I Yake decifive meafures refpefting any one of them ; he fub- ^ 
Ttaitted it therefore to the, honourable gentleman, whether, in 
J^lheir prefent fituation, it would not be more prudtnt to nar- 
■' iow thfe ground of inquiry, and to feleft fome particular ob- 
•^lefl: which might be inveftigated, and, refpe6ling which, regu- 
?' jations might be provided even in the courfe ot the prefent 
^' Teifion. Many of the points to which the honourable gen- 
/ tleman had drawn the attention of the Houfe, had been for 
* fomie time under confideration, and the inquiries refpefting 
" feveral of them had proceeded fo far, and were fonear com- 
--■pletion, that fometbing was intended to be propofed upon them 
'*• I i :j very 
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▼cry fliortly; The hardens upon commerce, from Cu&om- 
houfe regulations in particular, had heen, as it was well 
known, long under confideration ; the fiflieries therefore 
feemed to him to be the obje6l which it would be proper to 
fele£l for inquiry* 
Mr. Demp- Mr. Dempjier rofe again, and faid, he had no obje&ion, if 
ftc^t it was the fenfe of the Houfe, to alter his motiDn agreeably 

to the right honourable gentleman's intimation. Mr. Derajn 
fler faid, he would not at that time enter into a premature 
debate upon finance, or, he flattered himfelf, he could fliew, 
that his afTertion refpedling the Sinking Fund was well 
founded. 
|lr-Hu%> Mr. Hujpy faid, he was glad his honourable friend had con- 
fented to alter his motion as the Chancellor of the Exche* 
quer had advifed, becaufe, undoubtedly, had it gone fa ex- 
tenfively as it flood at firft, it would have hepn liable to ob* 
jedtion, Mr. HufTey fupported Mr. Dempfter's aflertion re- 
fpefting the Sinking Fund, obferving, that Mr. Dempfter 
had obvioufly not meant that thereiwas an end of the Sinking 
Fund, but that the whole of its produce had of late been ap- 
plied in aid of the taxes provided to raife the money to pay ] 
the intereft of the national debt. Mr. Hu{Iey reafoned upon 1 
the neceffity of paying off a part of that debt, aTs the only j 
poffible means of obtaining relief from our burdens. He ap- ^ 
proved of the idea of appointing a Committee for that pur- ; 
pofe, declaring it would be extremely wrong to trufl thofe 
with the management of the difcharge of the debt, who had 
been inftrumental in its accumulation. He threw out a hint, 
that one way to leflen the debt would be to lower the ipte- 
reft ; this, he faid, he was aware could not be done without 
the confent of the public creditors ; but he hoped every body 
would concur in lending a hand to fo nefeflary a work, ana 
that the creditor would be willing to take lefs intereff. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe immediately, and faid, much as 
tcllorFitu he thought the particular application to the confidcratiOn of 
all queftions of finance, that diftinguiflied the honourabl94 
gentleman who fpoke laft, deferved the applaufe aod the. 
thanks of that Houfe and the country, and fincercly as be 
refpefted every opinion of that honourable gentleman on 
financial fubjefts, he could not fuflFer a fingle word to ^ 
from that honourable gentleman, at which his feelings an4 
his judgement revolted, without rifing to take fome potice 
of It. So far was he from according with the opinion juft 
hinted by the honourable gentleman, that although^ he was 

' jnoft 



M i?84. DEBATES. 145 

' moft fincerely anxious for the diminution and difcharge of 
Ac national debt, he hoped a means of effecting thofe de* 
Arable purpofes might be found, proceeding upon princi- • 

plcft confident not only with the national credit, in the 
technical fenfe of the word credit, but confiftent likewife 
widi the natidnal honour; and that no idea of lowering the ^ 

• intereft of the public creditor, or of confenting to lower it, * 

• €ven fhould the public creditor be willifig to accede to fuch 
an alteration, would ever be entertained, much lefs pro- 
ceeded^ upon. ' 

' ^ Mr. Htijpy declared Mr. Pitt had afForded him great plea- Mr. Huflejr. 

■ 'fare, and affured that right honourable gentleman, that he 

. liad thrown out the hint with no other view, but that he 
(Mr. Pitt) might have an opportunity of faying what had 

. ilalleri from him, fo much he was convinced, to the fatisfac- 
tion of every man who had heard him. 

** The motion was amended as follows : " That a Com- 
•* mittee be appointed to inquire into the (late of the Bri- 
•* tifli fifhcries, and into the moft'efFeflual means for their 
<• improvement, and report the fame frorri time to time, 

. <* with their opinions, to the H'oufe." . It was then put and 
carried. ' 

'Mr. Eden moved for feveVal lifts to be prepared by the Mr. Edeii. 
Bc(ard of Excife in London, refpefting perfons who pay 
d^uties for wheel carriages and fervants,, and alfo refpefting 
the profecutions of defaulters, viz. A lift of perfons who 
-'have paid the duty on carriages ; a lift of perfons who have 
paid the duty on fervants for 1781, 1782, and 1783 j a lift 
of perfons who, having paid thofc duties up to 1783, have • 
difcbntinued the fame ; and alfo a lift of thofe againft 
'whom profecutions have been raifed. • He apprifed the 
Houfe that, though motions nearly fimilar had pafled una- 
Bimoufly in the late feffion, no return had been made by the 
Commiffioners of Excife, and he much feared that the pre- 
/fcrit motion would prove equally unfuccefsful. Gentlemen 
^ were not, however, to infer, that the Board of Excife 
» Ihewed any difrefpeft to the orders of the Houfe ; it would 
be a fufpicion which was very unmerited. The truth was> 
that from the manner in which the accounts were kept, the 
General Office in London was unable to bring fudd^nly into 
an alphabetical arrangement, all the returns of the country 
colle£lions. This perhaps was a defeft in the fyftem of 
managing thefe particular duties, whi<ih ought to be cor- 
refied. In the mean time, in repeating the motions of the 

laft 
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ta{tfeffion, he? marked his rcfpcci to th^ late Rc¥cnuc Com- 
mittee, under whofe orders he had made the original mo- 
tion ; and he alfo had an opportunity of calling the atten- 
tion of the Public to a flagrant and obvious failure in the 
payment of the duties alluded to : many frauds, to a great 
amount, had alreedy been reported in the whcel-ctrriagc 
duty, and as to the duty on male fervants, it feemed fuffi- 
cient to remark, that in the whole kingdom, containing 
perhaps 7,000,000 of inhabitants, duties were paid for only 
40,000 fervants. 

Sirjamei Sit James Johnjiorie dcCircd the right honourable gentlc- 

johnftooe. man to extend the motions to the Scotch Commiffioners 
alfo. 

ifr.Eaea; Mr. Eden thanked him for the hint; but faid, that in juf- 
tice to the Scotch Commiffioners he ought to have informed 
the Houle, that the Scotch returns had been made regu-- 
' larly and alphabetically during the late feflit>n, and within 
three or four weeks after the order of the Houfe was given; 
perhaps this punftuality was to be attributed to the very 
fmall number of names included in the lifts i but he bad 
not yet had time to examine that circumftancc. 
The niotions thbn pafled. 

Capf. John Captain- Jo^w Luttrell moved for 1600I. to be given to Mr. 

LtttueiU Philips for difcovering the powder for killing infedts aboard 
of fhips. He ftated all the teflimonials in favour of the dif- 
covery j the reward heretofore voted ;• the lingering expec- 
tation in which the poor man had been kept when that re- 
ward was fufpended in the Houfe of Lords^; and moved to 
refer the report to the Committee of Supply. 

Mr. Eden feconded the motion, and a fhort debate took 
place; after which the report was ordered to be re -com- 
mitted. 

|ilr. Eden. Mr. Eden galled the attention of the Houfe to the bill for 
.extinguifhing the claims made by the rope and foap manu- 
faftories of Glafgow from cuftoms and duties, and for 
making compenfation in lieu thereof: he faid that he had 
fatisfied himfelf of its intrinfic propriety ; but it would be 
a negleft of duty ^ot to obferve, that there was a great de- 
left in the condu£t of it ; the bill was founded upon the 
Report of a Committee, and purported to give a fpecific 
fum in compenfation of the claim ; and yet in that Report 
there was no ftatement of accounts, nor apy circumftancc 
to guide the judgement of the-Houfe as to any fun^.frpm 
400U to 4o,oooU 

The 
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The Lord Advocate faid, he was happy the right honour- The Lord 
able gentleman was fatisfied of the propriety of the bill, Advocate. 
becaufe he had originally oppofed it with an intimation 
^hich the mover of the bill had not merited. His Lordfhip 
then ftated the nature %i the Claim, its extent and impor- 
tance, the doubts of the Judges refpefting it, and the rea- 
fonablenefs of the fum propofed to be given. 

Mr. Eden replied, that the propriety of voting the fpe- Mr. Edea. 
cific fum of 4500I. was as much unexplained as ever ; hav- 
ing, however, entered his caveat againft this mode of pro- . 
cceding, he was fatisfied in this inltance to give his confi- 
dence to Government, and to thofe who introduced the 
bill. As to the intimation of which the learned Lord 
complained, he would repeat, that when a learned Lord, 
a few days after taking his feat for Glafgow, moved a bill 
to^ive 4500I. to Glafgow, in compenfation of an unfettled 
claim, he thought it merited notice ; more efpecially, as 
other Scotch claims, the abolition of which had been ftrong- 
ly recommended by the Revenue Committee, were fuiFercd 
to remain untouched. 

Mr. Dundas now explained the whole bufinefs at length, Mr. Doiw- 
and ftiewed, that the fum demanded was peculiarly rea- **"• 
(bnable. 

Mr. Eden replied, that all his doubts had been removed Mr. Edca. 
by fuch good evidence; but it ferved to (hew, that farther • 
evidence had been wanting. 

Sir James Johnftone faid, he rejoiced in this matter being Sir James 
fettled fo well, as he muft confefs, that fuch a motion from J****'^^*"''* 
the rcprefentative of Glafgow had had an ugly appearance, 
S|nd he had determined to vote aga^inft it. 

The bill then went through the Committee. . 

June 24. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on the bill for ena- 
b^ng iSir Aihton Lever to fell his Mufeum by Lottery, Mr. 
Stanley in the chair — Mr. Gafcoyne, jun. under whofc 
patronage the bill Was introduced, undertook the office of 
moving the different particulars, with which the blanks 
were to be filled up. 

The Earl of Surrey thinking the fum of forty-two thoufand The Eartof 
pounds at which the Mufeum had been eftimated, was Surrey. 
more than it was really worth ; and apprehenfive that the 

Public 
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Public might be induced to think that it was really worth 
forty-two thoufand pounds, if Parliament was to give its 
fanftion to the raifing of fuch a fum by forty thoufand tickets 
at pne guinea a ticket ; moved, that the blank for the fum 
to be raifed, be filled up with the words twenty-otie thou- 
fand pounds, 
Mr. Gaf. Mr. Gafcoyne^ jun. did not apprehend that tjic Ifoufe, by 
eoyne, jun. filling up the blank with the words forty-two thoufand 
pounds, would give the Public any opinion whatever of the 
real value of the Mufeum ; all that was meant, was to re^ 
ftrain Sir Afhton from raifing more than forty-two thoufand 
pounds, but he would be at liberty to raife as much uiider 
as he could ; fo that he might, if he fhould find it neceffary, 
reduce either the number or the price of tickets. After fome 
V little converfation, the motion made by the Earl of Surrey was 
negatived without a divifion — His Lordftiip next moved, • 
that the blank be filled up with the words thirty-one thoufand 
five hundred pounds, and upon this motion the Committee 
divided; 

Ayes, - - - • - 36 
Noes, - - - - - 42 

Majority, ------ 6, 

The blank was then filled up on the motion of Mr. Gaf- 
coyne, yin. with the original fum, forty-two tlioufand 
pounds. By a daufe in the bill, the Mufeum is to be 
vefted in truftees, for the benefit of the fortunate adventurers 
in the Lottery. Some farther converfation took place oa 
the bill. - 
Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Fitt called the attention of the Houfete 
eeiior Pitt, an important part of the bufinefs of the Eaft-India Compamr; 
a ftate of the Company's finances had been laid befoite the 
Houfe, and referred to a Committee, whofe ^.eport was now 
' printing for the ufe of members : until gentlemen (hould have 
had time to confider that Report attentively, he did not mean 
to bring any queftion before them relative to the Company; 
but a circumftance which had come to his knowledge that 
day, made it neceflary for him to make a motion to whidbi 
however, he did not expeft any oppofition. By a late zSi of 
Parliament the Company were retrained, when their bond 
debt exceeded a certain fum, which it did at prefent, firom 
making any dividend at all without thejeaveof Parliament j 
now he underftood, that if any dividend was made, it ronft 
be declared before the end of the prefent month : geutleouoi 
would feej therefore, the neceflity of paffing a bUl with all 

poffibk 
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poffible expedition, to give the Company leave to make a 
dividend ; for though, perhaps, fome gentlemeif might d'lSkr as 
to the quantum of tlie dividend, no man could wifh that there 
Ihonld be no dividend at all : for his part, confidering that the 
credit of the Company, and perhaps of fomething more than 
the Company, wasatftake, he, for one, would be for making 
that dividend eight per cent, for the half year now due, " ^j 
however it might be the intention of the Houfe to reduce it 
in future. He then moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
enabling; the Eafi-India Company to make a dividend for this 
laft half year. 

Mr. Eden felt the aukwardnefs of the prefent circumftances Mr.Edea, 
of the cafe ; for one of thefe two things muft happen , that no 
dividend at all muft be made, or that the Houfe fhould pro- 
ceed, without having before them the ftate of the Company's 
^a£urs, to the quantum of a dividend : if theoccafion was not fo 
prcffing,^ the delay of a few days would give gentlemen time 
Jo perufe the Report of the Committee, to whom the accounts 
prcfented by the Court of Dii'edors had been referred. As 
to the idea of allowing eight per cent, in the prefent ftate of 
the Company's aflfairs, he thought it very unreafonable ; for it 
Was ftrang;e indeed, that the proprietors fliould in the moft 
^barafled ftate of their affairs, divide as much as in a mo* 
flicnt of profperity. For his own part, he had been of opinion 
fcr feme time paft, that even fix per cent, was a ftretch ; but 
91 he knew there were a number of proprietors totally uncon- 
neded with party, and of moderate fortunes, he would not 
jpuniih them for the faults of others ; and therefore he was 
WilUng to allow fix per cent. ; but he could not coafent to 
ftretch the dividend to eight. 

/Mr. Chancellor Pitt exprefled a wifh that the right hon- ^-^^f"' 
OQiable gentleman would not urge this difcuffion firther in '«"®'*^"t* 
the prefent ftage of the bill ; it would of courfe be tendered to 
the Hbnfe with a blank for the propofed fum ; and he certainly- 
felt difpofed, until the affairs of the Company could be confi- 
dered, 'to give the ordinary dividend, as he might otherwife 
ftcm to prejudge opinions on the affairs of the Company, and 
to ftrike at public credit. 

, Mr. Eden oblerved, in explanation, that what had fallen Mr. E4^« 
fifom the ri|ht honourable gentleman and from himfelf might 
ipiflead both the Houfe and the Public, if he did not apprize 
. them that eight per cent, was by no means the ordinary divi<« 
.dead, or to be confidered as a claim of juftice : — the reverfe 
*ai the fsu^ — In times confefledly profperous, the Company 
kad often divided only fix per cent. During the laft twenty 
; Yox.. XV, K k years 
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years he believed that their dividend had been oftner fix per 
cent, than any other fum : and though it might be the difpo* 
fition of the moment for the Public to ihut their eyes on thil , 
fubjeft, the day would come when there would not he two 
opinions in the kingdom as to the improvidence, injuftioe 
and impropriety of what was now propofed. It might be a 
fmall fum, but it was fubverfive of the moft facred public 
principles. ' 

Mr.Dundat Mr. Dundas rofe to deprecate the right honourable geii* 
tleman*s going into any difcuflion of the ftate of the Com* 
pany's affairs, the next day, any more than on the occafioa 
then prefent. Till the day arrived, which the Houfe had apr 
pointed for the confideratioti of the Report of the Sele£t Com« 
mittee, Mr. Dundas faid, the fubjedl could not be touched, 
without at the fame time prejudging fafls that ought not to 
be prejudged, and fetting opinions afloat that ought not to be 
hazarded or delivered without good foundation, and without 
certainty. With regard to the mere queftion, whether the 
Company fliould be allowed to divide four per cent. or. three 
on the laft half year, if gentlemen would but refle<a for a mo- 
ment on what had occurred in that Houfe but a very fhort time 
ago, there could not, he imagined, remain a fingle doubt how 
the Houfe ought to decide. But a few months finc6, when 
/ the Eaft-India bill, that had made fo much noife in the 

world, and on the fubjeft of which a great deal would un- 
doubtedly be again faid, when that bill was under difcuffioHi 
^ was it out of the recolledion of gentlemen, that it camefjrom 
an high authority, no lefs authority tlian the moutb of Sir 
Henry Fletcher (at that time chairman of the Company) that 
notwithftanding the then fuppofed miferable condition of the 
Company's affairs, (they having been ftated to be rapidly \ 
verging to a ftate of adlual bankruptcy) their dividend oughl 
not on any account to be lefs than eight per cent, for the en- 
fuing year, and confequentiy that it ought not to be lefs than 
four per cent, for the tlien enfuing, but now pafl, half year. 
At that time no one Minifter exifting, nor any of their friends, 
rofe up to contradift the pofition of the Chairman of the Eaft- 
India Company. Had not the Houfe, therefore, by their ac- 
quiefcence in what Sir Henry Fletcher had faid, given the . 
Proprietors and the Public at large to imagine, that it was 
their unanimous opinion, that eight per cent, even under the 
then fuppofed finking ftate of the Company's affairs, was the 
dividend that ought to be made, and that the Company would 
be allowed to make f And would the Houfe now, when the 
ilate of the Company's affairs was fomewhat better known, 

when 
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when do man^ even he or they, who might be .inclined to 
thitik the worft pf their condition," would pretend that the 
^Company was in any danger of bankruptcy, baulk the pub- 
lic cxpeorj^tion, difappoint the Proprietors, and defeat thofe 
hopes which the Houfe had been inftruniental in laifing, 
l^refuiing its confent to a propofition for allowing the 
Company to divide after the rate of eight per cent. ? The 
•queiUon, Mr. Dundas faid, was very different from a 
qucftion of what the Company iliould be allowed to divide 
in future ; that, indeed, was a queilion that would necef- 
iarily depend on the refult of the deliberations the Houfe 
s'lneant to hold upon the Report that was printing, and 
"Vfaich ought not only to be in gentlemen's hands, but in 
their minds, before they decided upon it. The queilion 
sow was, whether the Company fliould be permitted to 
inake a dividend of four per cent, upon the paft half year, 
and the circumftance he had dated, confidered, he faw no 
way whatever in which the Houfe could refufe its confent 
to the Con\pany'$ making fuch a dividend, without depart- 
ing from every principle of confiftency, and even of com- 
mon juftice. With regard to the amount of the money to 
be divided, if a four-per-cent. dividend was permitted, it 
"Uras a drop of water in a bucket, compared to the accounts 
^ controverfy between the Eaft- India Company and thofe 
.^o dated their affairs to be bad. It was not, therefore, 
-:ia that point of view an obje£i: of confideration, even had 
^ere not exifted the ftrong reafon he had mentioned for 
■sallbwing a dividend of four per cent. Mr. Dundas con- 
cluded with repeating his appeal to the Houfe in general to 
sibeware of the delicacy of the prefent fituation of the Com- 
K^any^ and by no means, either then or the next day, to 
Sitater into a debate on the (late of the Company's a^airs 
ti^bcfore they could have the printed Report in their poffef- 
^fion, from which alone they could be enabled to form a 
j^ndgement. 

; Mr. Smith (Chairman of the Company) ftated the great Mr. Smith. 
^inconvenience, and even the poflible mifchief that might 
cVcfuit from the Houfe's refufing its confent to the" Com- 
' jpany's making a dividend of four per cent, upon the laft 
; year. He faid, not only the Proprietors in this coun- 
' might take ah alarm at hearing that the dividend which 
ey had been taught by Parliament itfelf to expcft would 
I four per cent, was to be no more than three per cent. 
K k 2 but 
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but that it might get over to Holland^ and be produdive 
of confequcnces not only fatal to the credit of the Eaft- 
India Company, but fatal to the national credit of Great 
Britain. He hoped, therefore, fueh an opinion would not 
be entertained. 
Mr.Anftru- Mr. Anfiruiher corroborated the arguments of Mr, Eden, 
tber. and ilated the impoffibility of the Houfe's giving its con- 

fent to the Company's making a dividend of four per cent, 
"While the confideratlon of the ftate of the Company's af- 
fairs was pending (and their affairs on all hands were al- 
lowed to be greatly involved) unlefs the Houfe forgot its 
duty, and abandoned all pretenfions to the cfoaraSer of 
guardians of the public interefts of the kingdom — Mr. 
Anftruther faid, that though it was poflible the Company's - 
aiFairs might turn out more profperous than fome gentle-^ 
men had imagined, yet it was equally poffible that they 
would appear to be far from flourifliiing— Would the Houfe, 
then, run the rifque of declaring a larger dividend than 
the ftate of the Company's affairs fhould hereafter be really 
found to warrant ? - ' 

Maj, Scott. Major Scott faid, the learned gentleman and he had of* 
ten fought on the fame fide, and afied as friends of the 
Eaft-India Company, and he hoped they (hould continue to 
fupport that charafter: he wiihed, however, no debate 
whatever had taken place on the prefent occaflon, becaufe he 
feared that even the little that had been faid might do in- 
finite mifchi^f. With regard to the Report of the Com- 
mittee, there had lately arrived difpatches over land from 
Bengal, dated fo late as the 7th of Frebruary, which, hCr^ 
. underftood, brought advices that went to the direA over- 
turning of fome of the calculations contained in the Report 
in queflion. When he faid this, he meant no Infinuatioit 
againft the Committee ; tbey had iiot the advices to whicli, 
be referred before them, and confequently they could not 
\>z aware of the fafts they contained; but thofc advicei| 
certainly threw a new light on the ftate of affairs of th^ 
Company, and overturned fome of the reafoning tobefounl' 
in the Report of the Committee -^ The Major thougW 
it highly neceffary that the dilpaches he had nucntionci 
fliould be before the Houfe at the fame tiriie that they took 
the Report into their confideration ; and, therefore, whei 
ihe prefent queftion was difpofed of, he fhtould move tba 
copies of them be laid upon the table. The Major obfcrvo 
farther, that eight per cent, had been the 3ividc4d allowe 

" " 4 f« 
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for fcveral years, and he knew not of any reafon why it 
(hould be lefs for the paft half yeari He particularly dwelt 
cm the Company's having been allowed to divide eight per 
cent, in the midft of a war with diflFerent Indian and Euro- 
pean powers; and thought, that being the cafe, there could , 
DC no reafonable obje£iion to their making a fimilar divi- 
dend now they were in a ftatc of profound and univerfal 
peace. 

Sir James fohnflwe faid, the queftion was not now, sir Jto 

• whether the dividend of the Company, for the paft half year, Johnfto 
ifaould be three or four per cent ? but whether leave ihould 

be given to bring in a bill. 

Mr. Dempjler faid, he had no objeftion to the bringing Mr. 
in a bill to authorife even a dividend of four per cent, on *^' 
the paft half year, provided the bill was fo drawn, as to 
place the refponfibility for making fuch a dividend on the 
Dire^iors and the Company, by ftating, that the bill pafled 
under fuch peculiar circumftances as rendered it impofible 
for Parliament to decide, whether the ftate of the Com* 
pany's affairs warranted a dividend of four per cent, or not. 
Mr. Dcmpfter reminded the Houfe, ^hat he had frequent- 
ly remonftrated againft allowing the Company to make di- 
vidends of eight per cent, and even of lefs, from an opinion 
long fince formed, that the Company's affairs were not in 
that fort of condition which juftified fuch dividends. Witfi 
regard to the thirty-one thoufand pounds that the dividend 
would amount ^o, undoubtedly it was a matter of fmall 
confideration in a cafe where fuch infinitely larger fums 
. were the fubjefts of difcuffion; fo much fo, that demurring 
"to the dividend, merely upon the amount x)f it, reminded 
Wfn of the old ludicrous ftory of a man who, after having 
loft thoujfands at the gaming table, hefitated whether, by 
way of recovering his circumftances, he ought not to walk 
home inftead of payiaik a (hilling for a coach to carry him 
thither. |K*' 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt aigured Mr. Dempfter, that the bill Mr. Ch 
was exadly drawn in the manner he had defcribed, and *^*^**>' *^ 
that in its preamble it expreflly ftated, that the Company 
were allowed to make a dividend of four per cent, or what- 
ever the Hoafe fliould think proper, Parliament not having 
had an opportunity of taking the ftate of their affairs into 
deliberation. 
' ' Mr. Fox faid, he had but lately come into the Houfe, Mr. F* 

* but, from what he had heard of the fubjeft in debate, he 

learnt 
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learnt tbat the Company's being allowed to make a divi- 
dend of eight per cent, laft year^ was ufed as an argumeat 
why they ought to be allowed to make the fame ditidend 
now. He begged le^ve to fay> that no good argumeat 
could be drawn from the Company's being allowed to make 
a dividend of eight per cent, laft year. Let the Houfe re- 
collect the circumftances under which the Company had 
been laft year allowed to make fuch a dividend — The bill 
had, from unavoidable, but well-known events, been brought 
in very late in tl;ie feffion; fo late, that it was utterly im- 
poffible for the Houfe to go into an examination of thq 
ftate of the Company's affairs; and it had been at the. fame 
time declared, that for that reafon, and for that reafon onlj^, 
the Company were allo^yed to divide after the rate of eieht 
per cent. ; but it had alfo been at the fame time exprei^y 
declared, that their affairs flio aid be brought under difcul- 
Con very early in the next feflion. That promife had been 
faithfully kept; and therefore the cafe now and th^ cafe 
laft year were not analago.us. The ftate of thd Companjr*? , 
artTairs was, he hoped, intended to be examined in the 
courfe of the prefent feffion; till that examination was 
gone into and completed, it was impoflible to fay whether 
the Company ought to be allowed to divide four per cent^ 
three per cent, one per cent, or any thing per cent. Let 
the Houfe recolleft the fraudulent accounts of the aflFairf 
of the Company that had been prefented to them, and let 
them then alk themfelves whether it was prudent, whe- 
ther it was wife, whether it was confonant to public ho- 
nefty, which he took to be the fame thing as public credit^ 
to permit the Company to make a dividend of four per 
cent, before that Houfe was aflured that the affairs of the 
Company were in a condition to juftify their making fuch. 
a dividend. 

Mr. Fox agreed with Mr. Dundas, that the amount of 
the dividend was as a drop of water in the ocean, compared 
with the greater confideration of the Company's affairs in 
general ; but, he faid, it was the principle that he (hould 
contend for, and upon that ihould refufe his confenttoii 
larger dividend than three per cent. 
Atkin- ^^r. Akinfon faid, he could not, as an Eaft-India Direc- 
tor, fit filent and hear the accounts of the ftate of ihe CoM- 
. pany's affairs ftigmatized with the term of fraudulent. It 
was his duty to controvert and deny fo foul an imputation^, 
an imputation that had no foundation whatever. Mr. At- 

kinfoa 
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kinfon faid farther, that although he had fecn the Report of 
thfe Cdmanittee, in common with his brother Dircftors, he 
W9,t act bold enough, from fuch a flight view of it, to ven- 
taircj to, controvert the whole of it; but he had every reafon 
to believe, that when it came to be examined and'^difcuffed, 
much- of the argument it contained would be found to pro- 
ved from mifconc;e)5tion and error, from falfe fafts being 
iirticd, from condufions that were inapplicable being drawn 
FffQcn other fads, and from opinions being hazarded upon 
natters that men might vary in their fentimcnts upon, and 
rer|>e£ling which matters, as they related to events to 
liappeo id future, no corre£l judgement could be formed 
till thje events themfelves took place, and decided between 
dbofe who had thought differently upon the probable 
ifibe of thofe events. Ther^ was nothing, however, in ' 
diat Report, that went to ihake the credibility of the ac- 
counts of the ftate of the Company, that had been prefented, 
or chat would be found to prove thofe accounts to be other 
than fubftantially juft and true. 

The queftion was here put and agreed to ; after which 
tlie bin was brought in, and read a firft and ^ fecond time — 
It was then naoved " That it be committed for the next day," 
It was ordered accordingly. 

Major Sc9tt next ftated that difpatches had arrived by Maj. Scott. 
land from Bengal, containing a letter from the Governor 
General, dated fo low down as Frebruary 7, and ftating the 
iccoants of the Company's affairs in India, made up to the 
end of December, with an eflimate of all the expences of 
the eftablifhments there for five months forward. This the 
Ms^r thought highly neceffary to be upon the table for the 
information of the Houfe, at the time they jtook the Re- 
port of the Committee into their confideration. He there- 
fore moved for ** A copy of a letter dated the 7th of Fe- 
" bruary, 1784.*'. — He next moved, *' That the faid pa- 
*^ pcrs be primed.*' 

Mr. Dundas expreffcd fome ftar, left the papers fhould Mr. Dundas 
be of fuch length as to be fo long in printing that they would 
not be got ready to deliver to the members in time for 
them to make themfelves fully . mafters of the contents be- 
fore the day for taking the Report into confideration fhould 
arrive. 

Major S<:o// faid, he had a copy of the papers he bad Maj. Scott. 
moved for in his hand^ and (hewed that it might be printed 
in a few hours. 

The 
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The motion was agreed to. ^ 

Major Scott next moved for ** A copy of the Governor 
^< General's letter to the Dire£iors of the £aft*tndia Com-' 
** pany of the 1 6th of December, 1783;'* which was like- 
wife agreed to. \ 

June 25. 

The order of the day was read on the Honfe going into - 
a Committee on the bill to allow the Eaft-India Company to 
make a dividend^ and it was moved ^^ That the Speaker do 
** leave the chair." 
Ifr, Eden. Mr. Eden faid, that he continued to feel bbjedions to 
. this bill ; but as it was his objeft rather to enter his own 
proteft, than give an unavailing obftruftion to what would 
ultimately have the fupport of a majority, he would be con- 
tent to uate, what occurred to him in the pfefent ftagc of 
the buiinefs, and decline any difcuffion in the farther progrefs 
of it. Exclufive of defedts in the general principle of the 
meafure, he mull ohferve, that the whole frame of the bill 
was exceptionable; it recited a doubt, whether the Com- 
pany could make a dividend without the confent of Parlia- 
ment—No fuch doubts exifted ; happily, they were preclud- 
ed by repeated and pofitive ftatutes — The next recital of the 
bill was, that publtc credit was concerned in the propofed 
dividend ; he trufted, that public credit refledon broader and 
more folid foundations than on the dividends of the Eafl-India 
• Proprietors : to remedy this doubt, which did not exift, and 
to fave the public credit, which was not concerned, the bill 
proceeded to its enafting claufe — Previoufly, however, it 
was added in thf recital, that the coniideration of the ftate 
of the Company's affairs was not yet fufSciently before Par- 
liament, and therefore, becaufe Parliament was yet pnable 
. to decide what ought to be the dividend, the bill proceeded 
to authorife the Company fpecifically to take four per cent. 
for the current half year. Such were the feveral premifes, 
and fuch the concluiion ! But he did not wiih to reft his ob- 
jeftions on points of criticifm and legal arrangement, however 
well founded. He would affume, that the meafure arofe from 
an anxiety not to prejudge conftruftivcly the fituation of 
the Company, by lowering their dividend upon the mere 
prefenting of the Report of the Eaft-Indiai Committee, and 
before that Report had undergone the difcuffion of Parlia- 
ment. If^ the Houfe had no information before them but 

the 
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the Report' to which he alluded ; he allowed that this de- 
fence of the meafure would be decifive ; but it muft not be 
forgotten, that there had been feveral weeks before Parlia- 
inchty two Reports from the Dircftors of the Company; 
and, without entering into any difpute refpefting . the 
wretched detail exhibited in thofe Reports, he would only 
obferve, that the Reports exprefsly avowed an inability to 
pay the cuiloms to the public revenue, to the amount of 
nine hundred thoufand pounds, and an inability alfo to pay 
bills on the Company, to the amount of one million four 
hundred thoufand pounds, which bills were drawn for mo- 
ney fpecifically lent to purchafe merchandife for the Com- 
pany : that very merchandife was now arrived in England, 
and this claufe was to enable the Proprietors to divide the 
money refulting from the fale of it, though that money was 
notorioufly the property of others. Perhaps a large commer- 
cial body like this Company, were intitled to be treated with 
adegrefeof tendernefs; perhaps the innocent families of many 
of the proprietors, efpecially the foreign proprietors, were 
intitled to as much proteftion as the Houfe could give ; but 
there were immutable and ftubbprn principles of jullice, and 
ttj talk of commercial credit as diftinft or diftinguifhable 
from fair dealing and good faith, was unworthy the charac- 
ter of this country. Gentlemen had faid, it was only a fmall 
fum which was afked, a drop of water in the fea; he would 
only obferve on this, that the nature of a theft was not 
varied becaufe the fum ftolen was not large. If it were 
replied to him, that the proprietors might have fome claim 
for four per cent, during the current half year, as it was 
poflible that they had not forefeen the known circumftances 
of the prefent moment', this might have fome little weight. 
He had no wifh to pufli his own fentiments to rigour againft 
any man orfet of menj and though he would not impede 
the farther piogrefs of the bill, he defired to be confidered 
a9 of opinion againft it in all its parts. 

Mr, Gilbert then took the Chair in the Committee, 
when 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe and faid, that though the right Mr. Chin- 
honourable gentleman had not ftated arguments which ""®' ^""^ 
weighed fufficiently on his mind to change his opinion, as 
to the propriety and expediency of giving a dividend, at the 
rate of eight per cent, per annum for the prefent half year, 
and until the Report 01 the Committee could be duly dif- 
cufTed he felt perfeftly difpofed to adopt any fuggeftion 

Vol. XV. LI which 
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which might remove objeftions as to the framing of the 
' bin. With rcfpeft to the recital, he confefled that ^n his 
own mind he had no doubts about the law at prefent in force ' 
to reftrain the dividends to the Company; but having heard 
others treat it doubtfully, the expreffion had not ft/uck him 
as improper. As to the words " pubic credit," in the re- 
cital, he would admit that they were exceptionable, and 
would confent to change them to the words *' credit of the 
*' Company :" and with refpedl to the right honourable gen- 
tleman's principal objeftion to the words authorifing a divi- 
, dend " equal to four per cent, for the half year," he did 
not think that they differed materially froni the words ** not 
" exceeding four per cent;" if, however, the latter ex- 
preffion would be lefs unfatisfaftory, he would not objed^ - 
to admitting it. 

Mr.HuCey. Mr. Hujfy thanked the right honourable gentleman for 
* , his candour, and faid, that he (hould have had great ob- 
jeftions to the prefent meafure, if it had appe?red that there 
was time to examine the Report of the Eaft India Com- 
mittee previoufly, and before it fliould be neceflary to de- 
clare the dividend in the quarterly court. 

Mr, Eden. ' Mr. Eden^ in anfwer to the Chancellor of the Exchequer^ 
faid, it now appearing to be the general fenfe of the Houfe, 
that no doubts exifted lefpedling the law on the fiibjefl:, he 
felt much fortified in objefting to that claufe, and muft in- 
treat to have it omitted ; and with regard to the authoriiihg 
the Direftors to make a dividend not exceeding four per 
cent, it furely was very different from an exprefs permif- 
fion to make a dividend equal to four per cent. The for- 
mer exprelTion left a refponfibility with the Dirediors and 
the Company ; and the refponfibility ought to reft with 
them, if it was the fenfe of the Houfe that Parliament wa» 
not yet fufhciently informed to decide. He added, that a 
dividend of four per cent, for the half year, would fub- 
jecl the Company to pay for the viftualling and ftores of 
the Kind's fliips, there being an aft of Parliament for that 
purpofe. 

A converfation here arofe acrbfs the table, between Mr. 
Pitt; Mr. Dundas, and Mr. Eden, when the alteratioBS de» 
fcribed above were admittedi and the bill was afterwards rc* 
ported, engroifed, and pafTed. 

The order of the day for the Houfe to refolve" itfclf into 
a^ Committee of Supply having been read, and the fcvend 

arm/ 
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army eftimates relative to hialf pay that had been prefent- 
ed, were referred to the confideration of the Committee, 
Dvhen . 

Lord Beaucbamp rofe, declaring he had a fingle point to Uir^ Beavi« 
fubmit to the attention of the Houfe, and conceived that champ. 
to be the proper time for mentioning it — His Lordfliip 
then ftated the extreme hardfliip incurred by the ofRcer^ of 
four regiments lately reduced — Thofe regiments, he faid, 
it had been generally underftood were not intended to be 
reduced^ and in confequence of that f*uppofitIon, gentle- 
men had exchanged out of other regiments and purchafed 
ccmmiflions in them — At the fame time that he faid this, 
-* begged net to be unden'tood as in any the fn\alleft de- 
gree calling the meafurc of their reduftion into queflion, 
or impeaching the exercife of the Royal prerogative in that 
inftance. Certainly the Cro\^n ought to be left in full pof- - 

'fcffion of its undoubted prerogative in all cafes whatfoever 
refpe£ling the army and navy, and as clearly there was no 
ground for reprehenfion of Government for having, through 
a laudable zeal for ceconomy^ endeavoured to lower the 
amount of the public expenditure by the reduftion of the four 

' Regiments in queftion. The olTicers of thofe regiments, there- 
fore, had no right to call upon the juftice of the Houfe for re- 
lief 5 but when their long and meritorious fervices were confi- 
dered, when the error they had been led into refpefting the 
certainty of their regiments being continued on the cftablifh- 
inent was taken into the cafe, the candour and fairnefs of 
gentlemen would admit,' that the officers flood within the 
equity of Parliament, and that it was not an unreafonable 
expe&ation on their part to hope that fomething might be 
done in their favour. His Lordfliip faid, that no man could 
be more fenfibl^ than he was of the extreme difadvantagc 
a private individual muft labour under, who interfered fo 
far with the executive Government, as to take upon himfelf 
the tafk of making any propofition relative to any of therne- 
ceflary public fervices ; but confcious as he was, of the de- 
licacy of fuch an interference, admitting that it was the 
peculiar prerogative of the Crown to difpofe of every thing 

• relative to the army, and that the Crown was the conftitu- 
tional fountain of grace and honour, and believing that 
Government meant and wiflied to do every thing by the 
Public on that head that was confiftent with their duty and 
becoming their flation, he could not fo far give up his pri- 
vilege as a member of Parliament, and as one of the repre- 
L 1 2 * fentatives 
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fentatives of the People, whofc peculiar office and fundiionit 
was to guard the public purfe, and regulate every thiAg 
that bore relation to the public expenditure, as to refrain 
from bringing the cafe of the officers of the four regiments 
to which he had alluded, before the Houfe •, and fince their 
meritorious ferviccs, added to the other circumftances that 
he,had touched upon, appeared to him to Intitle them to 
the equitable confideration of Government, he could not 
help looking to the right honourable gentleman oppofiteto 
him with fome degree of hope that he ftiould hear Govern- 
ment had it in intention to do fomething for them. 
The Sccre- The Secretary at War (Sir George Yonge) faid, with re- 
t*ryitWar. g^p^ ^^ ^|^g meritorious fervices of the officers of the four 
regiments alluded to by the noble Lord, he was ready to 
give his full aflent to every idea of that kind 'fuggefted by 
the noble Lord, and he could with fafety fay, that as far as 
meritorious fervices intitled officers to the countenance and 
confideration of Government, no officers had a ftronger 
claim than thofe in queftion : what he rofe principally for, 
was, to take notice of one or two points which the noble 
Lord had touched upon — The noble Lord had faid, that 
it had been underftood the four regiments, rcfpedling 
which he had addrefTed the Houfe, were not intended to 
be reduced — In anfwer to this, it was , incumbent upon 
him to obferve, that the fcheme of their reduflion was not 
the fcheme of the prefent Adminiftration : perhaps had he 
had the honour to be in office at the time when the reduc- 
tion was propofed he fliould have been the propofer \ but 
the fa£l was, it was propofed during the exiftence of 
another Adminiftration before Chriftmas — At that time 
the Houfe adopted the idea, and having thus given their 
bpinion upon it, the prefent Adminiftration, had they enter- 
tained different fentiments upon the fubjeft, would have 
held themfelves bound to obey the fenfe of Parliament, and 
carry every meafure into execution that had received their 
fanftion. With regard to what the noble Lord had faid, 
that the Crown was the fountain of grace and favour, it was 
undoubtedly true, and rewards for meritorious fervices 
could not flow from a purer channel ; he had no doubt, 
therefore, but if the cafe of the officers in queftion did ap- 
pear to be fo Angularly hard as to furnifh a ftrong claim to 
the particular notice of Government, their claim would not 
cfcape due attention. 

General 
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General Burgoyne rofe in confequence of what had fallen General 
^from Sir George Yonge, relative to the leduftion of Burgoyne 
" thcfc regiments having been propofed by the late Minif- 
try. The General faid, the faft was undoubtedly fo; but 
be reminded the Houfc, that he had himfelf rifen at the 
time that the idea of reducing them was fuggefted, and 
pleaded what was and mud be univerfally admitted, viz. 
their Ipng and meritorious fervices, and the fmgular hard- 
(hip of their cafe ; and in confequence of what he had 
laid upon the occafion, intimation had been given to the 
Houfe that thofe matters would undoubtedly be in the 
contemplation of Government, and fome expedient (liould 
be found to do their merit juftice. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt corroborated what had fallen from Mr chan- 
Ac Secretary at War, and declared the prefent Govern- «llor Pitt 
ment, in the inftance in queftion, had done no more than 
comply with the fentiments of that Houfe expreflly de- 
clared ; a duty, which they not only had confidered as in- 
difpenfable in the cafe in difcuflion, but which they (hould 
never think themfelves warranted to depart from in any 
given cafe, Unlefs a neceflity more than ordinarily urgent, 
and fufficicntly ftrong to amount to an ample jullification 
. of their adopting another line of conduft, fliould arife. If - 
it could be made appear that the general idea, that the 
four regiments wotild not be reduced, had fo far prevailed, 
. ttat officers adtually had exchanged, and purchafed com- 
miffions in thofe regiments, there certainly was a degree of 
hardfliip in the cafe, that muft neceflarily make its impref- 
fion on the feelings of every gentleman prefent ; but fen- 
fible as the Houfe muft be of that hardfhip, he hoped no 
iropreflion, however ftrong, of the compaflionate fituation 
of any individuals, however deferving, would be admitted 
to operate in contravention of thofe public principles, the 
Houfe might have laid down as the rules of its condud, 
-in the difpofal of any one branch of the "annual expendi- 
ture either of the army or any pther fervice. As far as 
was compatible with thofe piinciples, no man could be 
hiore willing than he fliould be to bend to the companion- 
ate cafe of any officers whofe fervices had been long and 
meritorious, as the fervices of the officers in queftion 
were on all hands admitted to have been \ but beyond a 
compatibility with thofe principles he was not inclined to 
go. Reports, he faid, had been circulated that he could 
iiot but confider as reports both falfe in themfeUes and in- 
I jurious 
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jurious to the laft Adminiftration ; he was extremeljf 
forry, that neither the right honourable gentleman who 
afted as th%i Minifter in that Houfe before Chriftmas, nor 
the right honourable gentleman who had immediately fil- 
led the office of Secretary at War, was prefent, to giYC 
the Houfe any information on the fubje£tj but reports 
had, undoubtedly, been in circulation, as many gentlemen 
knew, which ftated, that the late Adminiftration, though 
they propofed the reduftion of the four regiments in quef- 
tion to that Houfe, had fignificd to the officers, that it 
was not their intention to . reduce them, and that fome 
expedient fliould be found to continue them oh the eftab- 
lifhment. This he could not believe, becaufe, the late 
Miniftry had taken credit to themfelves for the iedu£lion 
of thofe four regiments, and becaufe, undoubtedly, if 
the regiments had been intended to have been continued, 
they could not have been continued by finding an expedi- 
* cnt for fuch continuance, but the only means jOf continu- 
ing them muft have been by prefcnting a feparate and di- 
reS: eftimate of the expencc to the Houfe. Mr. Pitt faid 
farther, that if the idea of not reducing them was fo ge- 
nerally underftood, it was a little remarkable, that the 
noble Lord, who had that day introduced the fubjeft, 
had not faid one word upon it, when their redu^lion had 
been propofed by the late Secretary at War. Before he 
concluded, Mr. Pitt faid, it would reft with the Houfe to 
aft as they thought proper, but he wifhed them to recol— 
left that if the officers of the four laft reduced regiments^ 
were allowed their full pay, it would go a great way to- 
wards depriving the Public of the benefit refulting from 
the reduftion of thofe regiments. , 

Lord Beau- Lord Beauchamp defired that he might be permitted to 
«*»P« fjjy ^ word or two in* explanation of his own conduft. 
The right honourable gentleman, he flattered himfetf, 
would do him the juftice to admit, that he had not optned 
the bufinefs in a manner in the leaft degree invi4iou8 to 
the prefent Government. [Mr. Pitt faid acrofs the Houfe, 
*' certainly not."] He was a little furprifed, therefore, at 
the obfervatibn, that he had faid nothing upon the fubjeft, 
when the reduftion of the regiments was firft talked ofi 
If the right honourable gentleman had exerted his ufual - 
accuracy, he certainly would have recollefted, that when 
the reduftion was firft talked of, it was exprefsly declared 
that it was not to take place till certain regiments, then - 

ia 
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in the Eaft Indies, came home, and it was underftood at 
, the time, that they were likely to have continued in that 
qoaiter of the world much longer. The redudion, in 
fafl:,* was a recent circumftance, and had only been put in 
cxebution a few weeks fmce ; it was no wonder, there, 
fore, that he had not faid any thing upon the fubjeft when 
the rcduAion was originally mentioned. With regard to 
the cxpence, his Lordfliip faid, the whole cxpence of al- 
lowing the officers in queftion full pay, would amount 
only to feven thoufand pounds a year ; and furely that 
fum, when appropriated to the reward of long and meri- 
torious fervices, was not large enough to create any great 
alarm^ or to run violently counter to a laudable attention 
to public qeconomy. 

The Speaker after this left the chair, and the Secretary 
at War moved for 

2,360,9921. OS. pd. for the extraordinaries of the army. 
75, 1 1 61. 1 8s. 6d. for reduced officers, 
563]. I2s. lod. for reduced horfe guards. 

130,30001. OS. od. for reduced officers, 
54,6531. OS. od. for Britiffi American forces. 

f3>Jw« ^43- 3^* f^^ officers late in the fervice of 
the States General 
17,0001. 4s. od. for widows of officers. 

168I. OS. od. for widows of Britifli American 
officers. 
4246I. IIS. od. for regiments feryt from Ireland to 
Gibraltar. 
10,5241. 17s. 4d. for additional to three regiments 
in 1783. 
982 il. 15s. 6d. for corps to their times of difband- 
ingin 1783. 
23,4191. OS. 'io| for Hanoverian infantry. 
629 1 1. 7s. od. for the North American ftaff. 
The above motions were feverally agreed to. 
A memorial and petition of the Council and Aflembly 
^f th^ ifland of Nevis, in behalf of themfelves and the 
>*c(t oJF the planters and inhabitants of the faid ifland, was 
prefented to the Houfe, and read ; fetting forth, -that the 
^vent of peace, amidft the general joy which it hath dif- 
fufed, hath excited in the breads of the petitioners fenfa- 
^ tions no l^fs of gratitude than of happinefs for the invalua- 
l>le bleffing it confers upon them in the reftoration of their 
ifland to the Britifli realms, and confequently in putting 

an 
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an end to the diilrefies and loiTes they I^ave borne by their 
capture and detention in the enemy's hands for nearly two 
years ; and that the petitioners, in contemplating the 
happy confequences of peace, have not reftrained their 
cxpedlations from extending themfelves to the benefits of 
an open trade with America; for, being confcious that 
their very exiftence, as a fugar colony, depends on fuch 
an indulgence, they flattered themfelves that Government 
would become fenfible of their fituation, it being not pe- 
culiar to them alone, but common to all the leeward fugar 
iflands ; they therefore hoped that no obftacle would arife 
to their intercourfe with a country, which, from its local 
and other natural advantages, hath afforded the only pof- 
fible means of carrying on the cultivation of thofe iflands, 
and without the continued afliftance of which thofe iflands 
muft become ruinous to the proprietors of their lands, and 
ufelefs burdens to the nation ; and that they have never 
alarmed jthennfelves with the leaft apprehenfion of Govern- 
ment's prohibiting their free communication with the 
^ United States of America from an idea of Nova Scotia 
and Canada's being competent to fupply them, it being an 
indifputable fad, that the uncultivated ftate of the former 
province fubjeGs it to almoft an entire dependence for its 
fupport on the more fouthern and fruitful provinces; 
whilft Canada, from its diftance, and.' from its difficult, 
and indeed imprafticable, navigation during, fix months of 
the year, cannot be regarded as a regular fource of fup- 
plies ; and that, being thus buoyed up with the hopes of 
renewing fo neceflary a trade, and forefeeing in their own 
conceptions no probable impediment thereto, they have 
been the more furprifed to hear that, in the period of their 
captivity, which withheld them from feeking and experi- 
encing the clemency of Government, a misfortune which 
rather enhances than diminiflies their title to favours, that| 
in the very inftant of fuch their diftrefles, the ifland of 
Antigua hath availed herfelf of her more fortunate lot, 
and petitioned Government to be made a free port; and 
that, if fuch an indulgence be granted to Antigua, and if 
the other iflands of the Leeward government be thereby 
excluded from a direft trade with America, it muft ulti- 
mately end in their ruin •, it would, through neceffityi 
oblige the other iflands to fend to Antigua for provifions 
and lumber at an enhanced expence, a meafure fevcrclf 
burdenfome to them, and beneficial to Antigua alone^ as 
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it would in no wife concur with the policy of. Great Bri- 
tain, (hould fuch be her objeft, to diminifli American 
imports, fuch an excluiyvc indulgence to Antigua wcnild 
alfo 'eftablifli.it. as the only mart through which the other 
" iflands could procure a regular vent for their rum, and the 
profits of it, after dedudling the heavy charge of freight, 

^ would be reduced to a value very inadequate to the labour 
and expence of diftilling it ; and thefe difadvantages, 
great in themfelves, would be yet aggravated by unavoida- 
ble , interruptions to the importation of fupplies from 
'Antigua, and that more efpecially in the hurricane 

. months, when, from the dread of violent winds and the 
ufually tempeftuous weather, the trading veffels are moftly 
laid up, and fcarcely any communication preferved betwixt 
the iflands; no veflels, during that period of the year, can 
be hired, unlefs at the moft exhorbitant prices, and, af- 
ter all, the fuccefs of their voyage would be a very preca- 
rious dependence; but even at more favourable feafons, 
difappointments would too frequently occur, from the 
windward fituation of Antigua, and from the calm3 and 
currents fo prevalent in thofe feas ; nay, the very coaft of 
Antigua would increafe the evil, as, from its natural dif- 

' advantages, all accefs to it is Angularly difficult ; weak, 
therefore, as are her natural pretenfions to a free port, her 
eventual ones feem no lefs fo ; for, if exclufive privileges 
arc to be granted x6 any one ifland for its particular bene- 
fit, at the expence and manifeft injury of the reft, a re- 
gard to the fuiFerings and lofles of thofe which have been 
captured in the tourfe of the war would, no doubt, in juf- 
tice and humanity, mark one of them as the fitteft objedt 
of partiality j and that the petitioners, however, prefumc 
not to harbour a thought fo injurio^us to the juftice and 
impartiality of Government, as to apprehend the pofEbility 
xyf fuccefs to a petition from any one ifland, to the detri- 
ment of the reft, but haVing thus ftated the dependence 

.. of thefe colonies on the continent of America, as well for 
the fale of their rum as for the neceflary fupplies of lum- 
ber and grain, with which neither Great Britain nor any 

vof her territories can furnifti them but upon the moft ruin- 
ous terms, muft alfo fubmit to the Houfe, as a farther 
rcafonable plea for thus approaching them, their prefent 
emharrafled fituation, in confequence of heavy local taxes, 
additional duties on fugars in England, the reduced price 
9f that article, and their late unfortunate crops; and 
Vol. XV. M m there- 
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therefore praying, that the Houfe will ' take 't|ie premifes 
into their moft ferious confideration, and grant them fuch 
relief as may feeni meet. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie upon the table. 

,^une 28. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on a bill for en- 
abling all foldiers and failors who have ferved in the army 
or navy fince the firft of April 1 763, to exercife trades in 
corporate towns, without having previoufly obtained the 
freedoms ofi fuch towns. 
Sir Jamei Sir Jame^ Johnftone obferved, the benefits of fuch a bill 
ought in jollice to be extended to all thofe who had 
borne arms in the fervice of the Publig, and therefore he 
' moved that the provifions of the bill be exftended to all 
thofe who had ferved in the militia and fencible re- 
giments, 9nd have been honourably difcharged. He fpoke 
in a very audible voice, in order to draw the attcn-«- 
tion of gentlemen to his motion ; for as he did not like 
to fmuggle any thing through the Houfe. fo he did not 
wifli that his motion ihould pafs fub Jilentio : if therefore 
any one thought the motion improper, he had now a fair 
opportunity to oppofe it. 
Mr. Med. Mr. Medley waa apprehenfive that fo many perfons 
ley. would acquire parochial fetttements under this bill, that 

the parifhes would not be able to bear the burdens that 
Plight fall upon them in confequence of it. The motion, 
as it was now worded, would take in fubftitutes, a clafs of 
men, who having ferved for hire, were not, in his opi- 
nion, entitled to the fame indulgence as thofe who, torn 
from their families and fire-fides, had borne the fatigue 
and hardfhips of a military life ; he therefore moved in 
amendment, *'That between the words who, and have ferved 
* ** in the militia, be inferted the following woids, * having 
** been duly balloted -,' and between the words ferved, and 
<< in the militia, be inferted the following, < in perfon.** 
Mr Robin- , Mr. Rthuijon thought the fubftitutes very ptoper objedls 
fon. of national indulgence \ and therefore he was of opinion 

that the amendment ought not to be admitted. However, 
.finding the fenfe of the Houfe went with the amendment, 
' he did not perfift in oppofing it ; and the amended mo^on' 
paffed without any farther debate. 

Tht 
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The Houfe was then refumecf , and Mr. Gilbert brought 
up the Report from the Committee of Supply, on the 
cztraordlnaries of the army. 

The refolutions having been read once, 

•Colonel Fitzpatrick rofe : he faid he was very forry that colond 
he had bee |i abfent from the Houfe when a converfation Fitzpatrick 
took place on Friday laft; relative to fome regiments that 
were to be reduced. Had he been prefent, he would have 

S'lvcn a fiat contradiftion to a report, to which he under- 
ood an allufion had been made, that though the plan of 
rcdu£tion which he had the honour to lay before Parlia- 
ment^ dated that only (ixty-four regiments of infantry 
were to be kept on foot, fome means would be contrived 
to keep up fome more regiments, which were younger 
than the fixty-fourth. He could aflure the Houfe, that 
there was not a fliadow of ground for any fuch report; 
and that the late Adminiftration, in which he had the ho- 
nour to fill a fubordinate fituation, never had it in con- 
templation, or in idea, to keep up a greater number of 
troops than had been voted by that Houfe. With refpeft 
to the officers of thofe regiments, whofe cafe had been 
mentioned on Friday' laft, he could alfo afTure the Houfe 
that no promife had been made to them by the late Admi- 
niftration, that they fhould continue to receive full pay, 
after the dilbanding of their regiments ; but at the fame 
time he muft, in juftice to thofe gentlemen, fay that he 
always thought their cafe merited fome coiifideration ; for 
it was certiain that under an idea that the eftablifhment at 
the end of this laft war would be as great as the laft peace 
cftablifliment, when feventy one regiments were kept up, 
they had made their exchanges and purchafes in thofe re- 
Ciments now to be difbanded, as if they were not to be 
difbanded at all ; and therefore, as they would probably 
fuffer much injury to their private fortunes, he thought 
foraething ought to be done for them 5 and he was not 
fingnlar in that opinion, for it was entertained by many 
.gentlemen in the laft feffion of Parliament, totally uncon- 
nected with the late Adminiftration ; and alfo by the late 
Commander iti Chief, who, had that Adminiftration laf- 
ted, would certainly have recommended their cafe to the 
confideration of the Houfe. Out of oflice as he himfelf 
was now, it could not be expefted that he fliould make 
any motion on that fubjeft ; but if any one elfe would 
take the lead, he would give him his hearty fupport. He 

M m z added. 
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added, that His Majefty's late Miniftcrs \eould undaubt- 
edly have countenanced fuch a ftep ; and when he had the 
. mortification to communicate in his then official capacity, 
to thofe regiments^ the difagreeable intelligence, that th^y 
. were to be included in the lift of regiments to be difbanded, 
it would have been great confolation to him to have had 
it in his power to hold out to meritorious officers a prof- 
pe£l of relief. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that he had certainly alluded 
eellorKtt, to the report mentioned by the right Honourable gentle- 
man (namely, that though the eftablifhment laid before 
Parliament was for no more than fixty-four regiments of 
infantry, ftill means were to be contrived to keep up fome 
more.) But though he mentioned that report, he did not 
fay he believed it ; on the contrary, he lamented that the 
^ right honourable gentleman was not prefent, in order that 
he might have an opportunity fully to /:ontradi£t, as he 
had n >w done, a report fo injurious to his friends: the 
Houfe inuft now be fatisfied, from what had fallen from 
the right honourable gentleman, that the public faith had 
not been pledged to the officers, whofe cafe had been 
the fubjeft of coriverfation on Friday, and that whatever 
claim they might have upon the humanity of the Houfe, 
they had none upon its juftice. 

Here the matter refted. The refolutions of the report 
from the Committee were then rtad a fecond time, and 
agreed to by the Houfe. 
Mr. Wraz* Mr. PVraxall begged^ leave to put a queftion to the Chan- 
■"• cellor of the Exchequer, fimply to a(k, wheii he intended 

to bring in his bill for the better management of the con- 
cerns of the Eaft-India Company — The right honourable 
gentleman muft be thoroughly fatisfied, that in "the prefent 
pofture of thofe affairs, procraftination and delay would proba« 
blybe'attended with the moft feriousconfequences — Would 
the right. honourable gentleman affure the Houfe that wc 
were at peace in India ? He was fure he would not ; for the 
lateft advices from that country contained very alarming in- 
telligence ; that Tippoo Saib was ftill in arms in the Carna- 
tic; and that the French had not complied with the late treaty 
of peace, at leaft not with the fpirit of that treaty ; for the 
accounts lately received from India ftated, that four thou- 
fand European infantry, belonging to France, were at Pon- 
dicherry, a place no way calculated for a garrifoti or plau 
(Carmes^ for the. walls were mouldered away and the glacis 

was 
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was thrown iqto the ditch ^ fo that the only apparent motive 
the French could have for keeping fo gteat a force in fuch a 
•place, could only be, that they might be at hand to affift 
Ttppoo Saib. But it was not from the native powers only, 
or from them and the French \inited, that danger was 
now to be apprehended ; for though by the abilities, the exer- 
tions, and the energy of mind of Mr. Haftings, our poflef- 
fions in India had been defended and preferved by a peace, 
ftill the divifions which prevailed between our own fettle- 
ments might well alarm us for their fafety. 

On the very laft day of the laft feffion of Parliament, an 
honourable member, who was not in the prefent Parliament, 

I (General Smith) ^ad earneftly recommended it to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, to turn his thoughts vtithout a mo- 
ment's delay ^ to prevent the fatal confequences that might 

•• attend Ihofe divifions ; he was very forry to fay, that thofe 
dlviiions were not healed ; for though it might not be altoge- 
ther generally known in that Houfe, it was but too true, 
that' Lord Macartney had adiually refufed to obey onders fent 
to him by Governor Haftings and the Supreme Council of 
Bengal — The Houfe well knew that by repeated afts of 
Parliament, the Supreme Council had a fuperinteuding jurif' 
di£tion over, all the Britifh fettlements in India, and that they 
are all bound to obey its orders ; yet in fpite of thofe a£ls of 
Parliament, Lord Macartney had pofitively refufed to obey 
the orders he had received from Bengal : thus were Bengal 
and Madras at variance ; and from that variance every thing 
was to be apprehended — The Houfe, therefoie, muft fee the 
al^folute neceffity of taking up the bufmefs, and paffing an 
a<9: to r^ulate the government of India. He wifhed, then, 
the right honourable gentleman would, without delay, pro- 
duce his long-wiftied tor bill by which the future govern- 
ment of India was to be eftabliiflied. • He wiflied not that it 
ihould be a violent bill, like that which had overturned the 
late Adminiftration, but that it fhould at once unite mode- 
ration with efficacy. It might be urged, he faid, that as to 
the divifions which at prefent prevail between Bengal and 
Madras, there was no very preffing neceffity on their ac- 
count for bringing forward immediately a bill for the better 
government of thefe fettlements, becaufe the Court of Di- 
.re£lors was at this moment vefted with fufficient powers to 
heal thofe divifions — He admitted that the Directors had 
thofe powers ;- but torpid by nature, and lethargic by prin- 
ciple, they had not yet thought proper to call them forth, 
ai^d bring them into a^ion i for though they knew that the 

difniitft 
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difpute between Calcutta ahd Madras, might poffibly endan- 
ger thofe pofTeiSons ; and though they knew, that tfie dif-. 
obedience of Lord Macartney to the orders of the Suprenae 
Council, was contrary to law, they had not yet thought of 
recalling his Lor^fhip ; and by the negledl of their duty, tWjy 
were acceffaries to all tRe confequences of his Lordfhip's dif- 
obedience. 
Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that as muqh of what muft 
fcllor Pitu bejdone for the future governmeut of India, and of the Com- 
pany, would depend on the flate of its financed; and as 
that ftate had been referred to a Committee of the Houfe, to 
be there examined, it jvould not be expedled that hi^ fhould 
propofe any fyftem pelative to India, until the Report of the 
Committee fliould-have been thoroughly examined by the 
Hoijife ; nor could it be faid that he had been remifs or guilty 
. of any unneceflary delay in the bufinefs, for very few '(lay» 
indeed had elapfed fince the Committee had made a Report 
to the Houfe, which Report the Houfe had ordered to be 
printed, and it was only on this day that it liad been delivered 
to the members — He did not conceive it would be prop^ 
for him to bring on the bufinefs of the Eaft-India Company 
until gentlemen fhould have had time thoroughly to examine 
the Report and to read the Appendix annexed to it, wbicb^ 
contained evidence very material to the queftion. So fer^ 
therefore, from thinking that there had been any unnecefiary 
delay, that he muft pray the Houfe to put off for a few days^ 
the confideration of the printed Report, which flood for te- 
morijow; for if he fhould go into the flate of the Compan^'» 
finances to-morrow, he feared he fhould not be abte to go 
on Wednefday into the finances of the nation, which^ ac- 
cording to notice, he intended to bring forward that d^fe- 
He concluded by movingj " That the order for takings into 
** confideration on Tuefday the Reports on the flate of the 
" Eafl-India Company's affairs, be difcharged, and* that 
** a new order be made for taking the fame" into coa- 
** fideration on Friday next." The motion pafled without 
oppofition. 
9At. Sheri- Mr. Sheridan begged leave to inform the right honourabk 
^^* gentleman, that the a£t for appointing Commiffioners to take 

and flate the public accounts would expire on Saturday 
fe'nnight ; and to afk him if he intended to bring in a bill rnc 
continuing a commiffion from which fo jnuch public advia*' 
vantage might be derived? ' 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that it certainly was his la^ 
tention to move for a bill to continue that commiffion ; bot^ 
I as 



A. 1784. DEBATES. ayi 

as the z£!t now in force would not expire before Saturday 
leVinight, according to the honourable gentleman, but ir 
his opinion not quite fo foon; and as this was Monday, the 
honourable member and the Houfe would fee, that there 
would be time enough to pafs a new a£): before the old fhould 
tipire, though the former fhould not be brought in for fpme ^ 

days to come. 

This ended the bufihefs of the day, and the Houfe ad- 
journed at ^ve o'clock. 

June 30. 

Mr. Martin made an apology for not turning out feveral Mr.Martia 
Peers whom he faw feated under the gallery ; he faid it was 
very natural for Lo'rds as well as Commons to feel themfelves 

^deqply interefted in the great bufinefs that was this day to 
be brought before the Houfe (the opening of the Budget) 
and he felt no inclination to fhut them out on fuch a day, 

And the lefs fo, becaufe there had not been a debate, of fuch 

^moment in the Lords, as to induce him to put in execution 
the de6gn he had formed of demanding admiflion to that part 

-of the houfe of Lords, which was open to thofe Commoners 
,"Who had the honour of being related to the Peerage: but he 
wohld have it underftood, that this was the only thing that . 
prevented him from enforcing the Handing order for exclud- 

. iog ftrangers. 

Mr. Dempjler faid, that a few days ago, wifliing to get into Mr. Demp* 
the end of the Houfe of Lords where the throne Hands, he ^^'» 
aiked one of the doorkeepers whether he might not get in at 
diat end? The anfwer was, " By no means, Sir." The 
crv of the Houfe to Mr. Martin was, " Move, move ;" upon 
which * ^ 

Mr. Hammet rofe, to requeft the honourable member would Mr. Ham- 
.not move to enforce the order: he faid, he underftood the ho-"**^ 
nourable member had received intimation, that the' Lords in- 
tended to provide in their houfe, accommodation for the 
l^eers of the Lower Houfe — [Here was a loud laugh in every 
.part of the Houfe] Mr. Hammet faid he poffibly might have 
ikid fomething ridiculous, but he did not know what it was—* 

• [This raifed a louder lau^h than the former.] 

Mr. Martin replied, that he had been informed, a noble 
Lord, a member of the Upper Houfe, intended fome time 
affo to move, that a gallery fhould be ere6led for the ufe of 
the members of the Houfe of Commons; but no fuch mo- 
tion had yet been made, nor could he guefs why it had not — 

How- 
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However, under all the circumftances, he wiQicd the Houfe 
would not prefs him this day, to move for enforcing the 
Handing order. x 

It was a few minutes before' five o'clock before Mr. Chan- 
cellor Pitt took his feat in the Houfe; he apelogifed for i 
making them wait fo long, which he faid was occafioned bjr | 
unavoidable bufinefs. " 

The order of the day was then read 5 the Houfe went 
into a Committee of ways and means, and various docu- 
ments were referred to them. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt then rofe to open the budget of the 
ccUor Pitt year — It was a talk, he faid, which no man would covet, - 
and which every man would believe was a talk of neceffity 
and not of choice. The neceffity of the country rendered ; 
the bufinefs of this day more heavy, and confequently more 
irkfome than it ever was on any preceding occafion to znj 
Minifter ; and he undertook It with a perfeft fenfe bow j 
unequal he was to the talk, and how much he &o&l in 
need of the indulgence of the Houfe. He had one com- 
fort, however,' which was, that he found thi^ neceffity in 
the office which he filled 5 he did not create it ; it was en- 
tailed upon the office by thofe who were his predecefibrs, 
and it became his duty to enter on a mod important weight 
of finance and taxation, as he mull not fuffer confiderations 
of perfonal pleafure to interfere with the exigencies of bis 
office. He had confidence in the good fenfe and patriotifm 
of the Peopte of England, that they would provide for the ' 
neceflary fervices of the year, as well as for the remainder ' 
of that heavy load of debt which we had ft) unfortunately 
incurred in the courfe of the laft moft expenfive war. We 
mullmeet our fituation fairly ; we mull look it in the face; 
' and he Ihould confider himfe^f as wanting in feeling, duty, 

and gratitude, if he Ihpuld decline, from motives of perfo- 
nal fecurity, the irkfome office of winding up the accountl' 
of the war, and clofing them by the provifion of taxes tbat 
would anfwer the whole of what we owed. IjL-was cer* 
tainly a moft unpleafant thing to propofe a louTiii a year 
of peace; but gentlemen would remember, that it was yet 
but the fecond year of peace, and that yet we had not been 
able fo to regulate our eftabliihrnents as to know pirccifclf 
what would be the amount of our civil expence. * He COttl<l 
affure the Houfe, that His Majefty's prefent Minifters ha<l 
attended with the utmoft affiduity to the redu^ion of tvcrf 
branch of the expence of Government/ and he truftcd the 

bene- 
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benefits of thofe reduftions would be feh— In the mean time 
he threw himfelf on the generofity and candour of the Houfe 
while he preceded to ftate the bufinefs of the day — It was 
firft'his duty to ftate the amount of the fervices of the cur- 
rent year, fnewing what wei-e already provided for, what 
were already voted, and what yet remained both of fupply 
and ways and means to be brought forward. It was, fecondly, 
his duty to ftate the amount of the unfunded debt, and the 
mode which he propofed to fettle that moft important ac- ' 
count.. And, thirdly, he would ftate to the Committee the 
taxes which he propofed to move for, as likely to produce 
the neceflary annuities for the loan as well as for the un- 
funded debts. 

And firft, he fliould ftate the amount of the current fer- 
. vices of the year — The navy amounted to three millions one 
hundred fifty-nine thoufand fix hundred and ninety pounds; 
the ordnance to fix hundred ten thoufand one hundred forty- 
nine pounds ; and the army to the fum of four millions fixty- ** 
four thoufand five hundred ninety-four pounds, from which, 
however, there was to be dedu<£led a fum of favings, amount- 
ing to four hundred twenty-three thoufand pounds,, which 
'had been voted in a former year, but which were faved ; the. 
aiQual fum of the army, therefore, was thret millions fix 
hundred forty thoufand eight hundred fourteen pounds for 
the fervice ot the current year. The deficiencies amounted 
to Vxie hundred and fixty-feven thoufand fix hundred and fe- 
▼enty pounds. The fum of Exchequer bills in circuktion 
was two millions five hundred thoufand pounds, and which, 
in ftating the current fervice, muft be provided for ; though 
It was his idea,' that for the prefent feffion they might be pro- 
vided for by iffuing an equal number ; befides, there were 

. already voted for the Levant Company, eleven thoufand eight 
hundred and thirty pounds, and two other fmall fums, which 
Blade the whole of the fervices for the year already voted 
amount to eight millions eight hundred forty-three thoufand 
three hmdred and ten pounds^ and for which the Houfe had 

. only provided two millions feven hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds, by the land and malt-tax bills. Befides this fum, 
there were yet various things to be taken into the notice of 
the Houfe, as yet to be voted for the fervice of the year — 
There were two millions due to the bank of England, which 
they had lent to the Public, as a douceur for the renewal 
of their charter; bgt he bad fuch confidence in the patriotilm 
and public fpirit of that Company^ and in their defire of 
-■•Vol. XV. Nn affifting 
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affifting the nation whenever they could do it without anjurr 
to their own intereft» that he believed means might be found 
to biUsiy the Bank without repayment of the fum this year; 
but it was to be confidered in the amount of the fervicdi-** 
There was a fum of one hundred and tWenty thoufand pounds 
wanted to replace fums voted out of the civil lift by addreiles 
of the Houfe, In fpeaking of the crvil lift he niuft alfo in» 
form the Houfe, that notwithftanding all the care which had 
been taken to make it equal to the expence, there was.yec 
an accumulating arrear which would oblige Minifters to 
come to the Houfe, and which would in future be ftated to 
them at large. The next fervice to be voted was twenty- 
five thoufend pounds for Somerfet houfe; and there weifelc* 
veral other fer vices, fuch as the government of Nova Scotia, 
and thej^frican Company; and altogether the amount of the 
current fervices would be no lefs than fourteen millions one 
" hundred eighty-one thoufand two hundred and forty pounds. 
Towards this fum the Houfe had already granted the land 
and malt taxes — The two millions due to the Bank would 
be poftpotied — The fum of the Exchequer bills would be 
provided for by ifluing of the fame quantity —He would take 
the finking fund up to the 5th of April 1 785) for no more thao 
one million^ and he was well warranted in faying, that foe 
fo much it would certainly be productive -<* He was alfi> to 
ftate there were in the Exchequer the fum of on€ hundred 
thoufand pounds of furplufles, which would go towards the 
fervices of the year •--- Thefe, therefore^ making altogether 
upwards of eight millions» there would remain fix millions 
ftill to be provided for. 

It was, undoubtedly, he faid, an ungracious thing to be 
under the neceffity of borrowing money in peace ; but, ai 
he had already ftated, we were fo lately relieved from a bur^ 
denfome war, that. we were npt yet able to level our eftablifli* 
ments^ In fettling a loan for this fum of fix milUoos, im 
had carried into execution what he had fuggefted on a for- 
mer occafion, a fair and fubftantial competition betweea two 
fets of money-lenders. It was fettled that the lenders ihoold 
receive one hundxed pounds of three per cents. ; fifty 
pounds of four per cents, ^ five ibillings and fix-pcnce. df 
long annuities, and three- fifths of a lottery ticket, in a jbt* 
tery of thirty-fix thoufand tickets, for every hundred pounds 
which they advanced. He trufted that the Houfe would coo* 
£der thefe terms as benegciah By the lateft accounts .from 
the Stock £xGbaug«( th« day i^fiprc^ ti^ three per cepu^ 

yfttt 
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wef :^t fifty-nine one-half, from which, in fettling the 
terms, one and one-half was to be taken as the half year's in- 
tereft then due; and therefore allowing in both the fund 
for this intireft, the terms which were fettled were as 
fellow : £. s. d. 

One hundred pounds of three per cents, ta- 
ken at — — — — 57 o o 

Fifty pounds of four per cents. — 37 ? 9 

Five Uiillings and fix pence of a long annuity, 
Taluedat — — — 4 17 iif 

Thofe together amounted to — — '99 19 2| 

And this in fa<9 was all tiiat the Public had to 

' pay ; but it was not all that the money-lenders 

were to receive. The lottery ticket was not out 

of the public pocket, but it was a valuable dou« 

oeur. 

The three-fifths of a lottery ticket was valued 
at — — — 280 



102 7 %i 
In calculating this matter, it might perhaps 
'aHbbe taken into the view of the Houfe, the 
benefit which the money-lenders might gain by 
the difcount. This was only a probable gain, 
finceit depended on their prompt payment. He 
would, however, ftate what that difcount was, 
that the Houfe might be in poffcffion of the 
whole of the douceur. According to the terms 
of payment in his motion, the difcount would 
amount to — — — 172 

And therefore the whole fum thus flated, 
would be for every hundred pounds — — ^{^ 103 14 4^ 

Thefe> he faid, were, in his mind, terms ample and fuffi- 
cient for the money-lenders, and beneficial to the Public. 
He thought that the competition had been produdlive of 
much good. He aflured the Houfe, upon his honour^! that 
not one /hilling of the loan was referved by him. One 
condition of the bargain, before it was ftruck, was, that 
the holders of the loan fhould have the'exclufive diftribu- 
tion of it, and that the only referve fhould be the ufaal fum 
for the public companies. Thefe terms being previoufly 
iettled. and alfo that the loweft bidder ihould, in the fair 

N n 2 , and 
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and real competition, be preferred ; it was agreed by= both, 
that there /tould b^ one hundred pounds of three per cents, 
at fifty-l'cven, and fifty pounds of four per cents, at thirty- 
feven pounds eight fliillings and nine-pence as he had ftated, 
together with the lottery tPcket ; and the article upon which ' 
they were feverally to make the oiFer, was the long annuity. 
Both fets made an offer, and there was the difference of a 
fix pence between them ; and he accordingly clofed the 
bargain, as he had ftated, at five fhillings and fix pence. 
This, then, was the bargain, and he trufled it would be 
confidered as fair to both parties. It was not for the inte- 
reft of the Public that the money-lenders fliould fufFer ; and 
again it would be unpardonable in him if he had concluded ■ 
a bargain, in time of peace, on unreafonable terms. 

The next objeft to which he defired to draw the attention 
of the Honfe, was the unfunded debt. It was his mod anx- 
ious wilh to have brought forward and provided a fund for 
, the whole 6f this debt ; the amount of the 

Unfunded navy was ' — — 13,000,000 
' ' — ordnance — — i,ooo,coo 



^14,000,000 
He wiftied, he faid, to have funded the whole of this fan>» 
that we might have wound up the account of the war, and 
by that means be able to fee the whole of our fituation, and 
have the comfortable refledlion that we had reached the end 
of our exigencies, and had compafled the obligations we 
^were under. This was his anxious defire,ffor the purpofe 
of eftablifhing our credit, and of Ihewing the world that 
we were equal to the engagements into which we had en- 
tered. The money-lenders, however, and other gentlemen 
converfant with the Stock Exchange, with whom he bad 
treated on the fubjecSl, alTured him that fuch a quantity of 
floating flock coming into the market, mufl materially af- ' 
fe6t the price of the flocks, and that in particular they 
could not furnilh the loan at terms fo good. After an 'ar- 
duous effort for the whole, he was obliged to compound the 
bufinefs, and therefore he propofed to nind fix millions fix 
hundred thoufand pounds of the unfunded fourteen millions. 

At the fame time, however, as the unfunded debt bore aif 
interefl of four per cent, it was his intention to propofe 
taxes which fhould produce the fum of four per cent, for 
the remainder, of the outftanding debt which was not now 
to be funded ; fo that in a future feffion, when a fund wai • 
to be provided for this remaining fum,^ nothing farther 

would 
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would be^ wanted than the difFerence between four per cent, 
and the terms which It might be judged neceflary tp give to 
the fubfcribers to fuch fund, on fuch operation ; and thi§ he 
iaid would not he a difficult talk. The weight of the bufi- 
befs would now be got over, and the world would perceive 
an evident and ferious difpofition in Government to fupport 
Jthe credit of the country, and the faith of the nation. 

Taking therefore alj thefe things together, the annuity on 
the fum to be borrowed, and the intereft of four per cent. 
on the remainder of the unfunded debt, he had to provide 
by the taxes whi^h he fhould propofe about nine hundred 
tHoufand pounds a year. Of this fum, 

The annuity on the loan would be — — 315,000 
' Intereft of the debt to be funded, would be 
fomewhat more than . — — — 3i5>ooo 

' And the intereft of four per cent, on the remain- 
flcr of the unfunded, debt, if it ftiould amount to 
fev^n millions of pounds, would be In all — 280,000 

. ^910,000 

It was always his idea, he faid, that a fund at a high rate 
,pf intereft was better to the country than thofe at low 
rates ; that a four per cent, was preferable to a three per 
cent, and a five per cent, better than a four. The reaibn 
was, that in all operations of finance we fliould have in our 
view a plan of redemption. Gradually to redeem and to 
extinguifti our debt, ought ever to be the wife purfuit of 
Government, and e\rery fcheme and operation of finance 
flipuld be dire£ked to that end, and managed, with that view. 
With thofe fentiments he certainly fhould have preferred to 
have fettled the loan in a five per cent, fundi but the money- 
lenders informed him, that it was too much to bring into 
the market in any one fund, taking it together with the un- 
funded debt, and therefore he had only leave to make his 
cption between the loan and fubfciiption, which of the two 
he would chufe to prefer for the five per cent, lund ; and he 
made his eleflion of the latter. 

His reafons were,. for chufing the. fubfcription in prefe- 
rence to the'l^ai^for the new fund of five per cent, firft, 
that undoubtedly r5|^new fund was an experiment ; and that 
if even the experiment ftiould fail, the mifchief would be 
lets material in the fubfcription than in the loan. We might 
adventure on this new ground with more confidence in the 
.(Mte cafe than the other. The holders of navy bjll^ and or- 
dnance debentures were already committed; they bad al- 
ready 
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ready trufted the Public; whereas if this new fund bad been* 
offered to the other, we' (houid have had to combat with 
all the caprices of the money-lenders, and wrth all th^ in* 
difpofitiqn which he confeHed there was in the market to 
a high rate of intereft. 

This indifpofition of the public to a five per cent, fond 
was given when he threw out this idea before, as the princi- 
pal argument againft the adventure. It was true that it 
was not fo welLreliflied; but the idea of redemption was 
ever prefent to his mind. The public oucht never to look 
• ^on redemption as a chimericaf idea ; for iodependent of every 
other advantage, the impreffion which it gave to the world, 
the prof^ed which it held out, and the difpofition in our« 
felves which it manifefled, was favourable to our credit. 
Eut it was faid that the public would ohjeSt to a five per 
cent, fund, becaufe it might be at any time redeemed witlw 
out fufFerlng, and the money-lenders had no certainty in 
fuch a fund. Might not this, however, be got over by ren- 
dering the propoled fund irredeemable for a ftated time? A 
five per cent, fund, eflimating it at the prefent rate of the 
feverai funds, might, with confidence,' be fuppofed to bear 
the price of ninety-five, and that was the price which it 
ought to bear. At whatever lefs he took it, fo much more 
we were obliged to pay upon account of this fund, than 
what we might tranra(^ the bufinefs for in the other fbndf. 
But he thought we might permit the fiind to be taken two 
. per cent, lower, and fiill make an advantageous bargain for 
the Public. To eftimaie that fund at ninety-three, and to 
make it irredeemable for thirty years, thelofs would be two 
ihiilings ; but even with this prefent lofs jper cent, we (hoold 
be confiderably advantaged by the redemption ^t the end of 
thirty years. 

There was another plan in his eye, which perhs^ hfli 
fhould prefer ; and that was, to make it irredeemable until a 
certain proportion fhould be redeemed of the prefent exift« 
ing funds. This, in our prefent circumftances, he did not 
confider as an improper idea, for the other funds would noW 
be the mofl advantageous for fuch an operation of finance; 
and certainly of all other funds the four per cents, would 
be the moil eligible. It was his idea that this fund might 
be made irredeemable until twenty five millions of the pre- 
fent exifting funds fhould be redeemed. 

Having premifed tins, he faid it was his intention to pro- 

l>ofe to the Committee to create a new five per cent, fiock^ 

2 ine- 
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i f fdk em aMe either for a time, or until twenty-five millions 
af the old funds fliould be extinguifhed, and to eflimate 
this ftock at ninety-three. He had lately given his opinion 
DO the (acrednefs of public faith, and on the flri£t regard 
iriiich was to be paid to every engagement into which we 
eatered. In the fettlerccnt of this new fund, regard, how- 
ever, Ihould be paid to the titles of the feveral holders of 
the unfunded debt. Their pretentions were by no means 
Bfnal, and' in order, therefore, to do fair juftice both to the 
Public and the holders, it was bis idea to divide them into 
dafies. The fum which he propofed to fund would bring 
down the navy bills to the end of June, 1 782. By dividing 
them into dafles of three months each, the principle of fair- 
nefs mieht be purfued. 

- The nrft clafs would take in the holders of bills in June, 
Jsly, and Auguil, 1781; and as they had held them fo 
long in their hands, it w:is his idea that they fhould be ta<> 
ken at par, by whidh they would have a profit ample an:d 
abundant, for it would amount to eight per cent. To re- 
duce them to a ftandard of equality, in proportion to the 
tiipe which they had feverally held them, was the ohjedt 
which he had in view; and perhaps to take them at the dif- 
count in the market would be a fair way. By the equa- 
lising rule, therefore, the next dais containing the next 
three months of September, Oftoher, and November, i7Bi» 
jGhlMiid be taken at a difcount of four per cent. The next 
diree months at a difcount of one pound more ; and the 
next and laft clafs, containing four months, to bring it 
down to the period at a f^ill farther difcount of one pound. 
By^this means it was that the intereft on this five per cent. 
fiock would amount to fomewhat more than three hundred 
and fifteen thoufand pounds a year. He trulled that the 
Honfe would agree with him in his ideas on this proportion : 
and he- would now proceed to flate the taxes which he 
thoneht would be proper for the production of this hnr 
menfe fom. 

In order to pay the intereft of the loan, and the intereft 
of the remaining unfunded debt, an annual fum amounting 
td . fomething more than nine hundred thoufand pounds 
would be to be raifed ; he therefore was come at the moft 
ininfttl part of the taik he had to go through that day, viz* 
the propofing taxes to be laid on the Public to produce fo* 
krpm a ftim. He lamented exceedingly that it fliould be ne-' 
oAtj to impofe fo heavy a burden on thofe who w-ere (9 
iMply ladea already, but the necefiity war too obvioui^ 

and 
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and could not he avoided. In feleflmg fuch taxes as woqU 
produce the enormous fum of tiine hundred thoufand pounds 
the tafk was extremely difficult, and extremely difagreeabie. 
The firfl objecl that his duty led him to look to, in the 
choice of additional taxes, was to hit upon fuch as ihpuld 
bemofl likely to be produdkive; and it was, as theCommit- 
^ tee mull be convinced, impoflible to find taxes extremely 

produdtive that were not at the fame time extremely bur- 
denfome. In executing, this very difagreeabie duty, he had 
ailed to the beft of his judgement, and chofen fuch out of 
the many that had fuggefted themfelves to his mind, and 
been fuggefled to him by others, as appeared to be the moft 
likely to be produitive, and at the fame time were the moft 
equitable. In hazarding new taxes, a great deal muft una* 
voidably be trufted to experiment ; it was impoflible, there- 
fore, for any perfon in the, fltuation that he flood in, ta 
anfwer for the exa£t fums they were to produce; all that 
he or any Chancellor of the Exchequer could do, wais to 
. reduce their calculations upon the produce of new taxes as 
near to a cert:iinty as poflible ; and after all, a great deal 
mufl depend upon trial, whence alone their defefts could be 
difcovered, and new regulations applied to af&fl their colkc- 
tion, and increafe their produce. There had been deficien- 
cies in all the new taxes, which deficiencies had been in a 
great degree cured by the fubfequent regulations that Parlia- 
ment had from time to time niade with, refpefk f o thofe 
taxes ; in like manner mull the Houfe proceed with the 
taxes he was about to propofe. One objedlion he could . 
forefee, and that would be a general one, would be made to 
the propofition which he meant to bring forward was, that 
the taxes to be raifed were unexampled. He begged gentle- 
men to confider that the circumftance under which they 
were neccflary, had no precedent in our.hiftory. He trofled 
at the fame time that no exception would be thought fdid 
or efficient, which did not by fair and logical dedu(Sionout« 
weigh the advantage which muft arife from any partioihr. 
tax on the whole. He doubted not but gentlemen were of 
opinion with him, that at this time it was impof&ble to fe- 
le6l any tax which would not be an' objedk of diflike to 
that clafs of men on whom it operated moft ferifibly; and 
therefore when all others were convinced of its utibtyjod 
propriety, their murmuring ought not to defeat it. Ina' 
they fhould prove unexceptionable to that Houf<; and tothe- 
Public, was, he was aware, a great deal more than he ted' 
any. right to expe<5t: he hoped, however, they woukL^^ 

foflfl^l 
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bond fo ht unexceptionable, that there could not be fiated 
any fundamental and capital obje6tions againft them« 
. mving thus prefaced the mention of them, Mr^ Pitt faid, 
tbe article he meant to propofe, as the f^rft of the long cata* 
logtie of taxation he had to ftate to the Committee, was an 
article of fuch general confumption, that it was almpft in 
oaiverfal ufe ; he meant a tax upon hats. The objc£t of 
this tax, he obferved, wasof fo many different defcriptions, 
that it was impoflible for him to follow them, or to appor- 
tion his tax according to the various qualities and prices of 
the hats that were worn by the various orders of perfons in 
this kingdom ; he was obliged, therefore, to divide them 
into general claiTes, hats made folely of fdt, and hats in the 
manufaAure of which there were other materials mixed. 
Upon the latter, he meant to lay a tax of two Shillings each 
hat, and a tax of fix-pence a hat on thefe made of felt. 
According to the moft accurate account of the quantity of 
hats manufa£lbred in this kingdom that had been handed to 
him, it appeared that four millions were manufaftu red every 
year, of which feven hundred and fifty thoufand were ex- 

Eorted. Say, therefore, that three millions were ufed in the , 
ingdom, and one-third of that number was of felt, and 
the remaining two-thirds mixed, the produce of the tax 
would be one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, at which 
fbm he took it. This tax undeniably, and at firft fight, 
zEEsSttd all ranks of men in this country; but recourfe to 
things of this kind, in which as much certainty as poflible 
with regard to the produce might be obtained, was now in- 
difpenfable. This was the only apology he had to fuggeft 
for any part of the disagreeable and unpalatable duty he was 
pow under the necefllty of performing ; but he thought it 
would chiefly fall upon the opulent, becaufe they undoubt- 
edly ufed the greateft number of hats in the year ; on the 
lower clafs of people the tax would fall very light, be- 
caufe he conceived the poor, who wore felt hats, had not a 
new one each individual above once in two years. 

The next article he fhould propofe, was alfo an article of 
wearing apparel ; it might therefore be conjeftured that he 
was about to proceed regularly from the crown of the head 
to the folc of the foot, and lay a tax upon every part of the ^ 
human cloathing, but that was not his intention ; as th« 
tax he had mentioned was upon an article confumed folely 
and exclufively by men, fo the tax he was about to mention 
would affedl articles worn as exclufively, excepting only on 
Vol. XV. O o occahons 
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occafions like the occafion juft over, viz. at a genenj eledion, 
by the other fex ; it was a tax upon ribbands; to which he 
ihould add a tax upon another commodity wore foldy hj 
women» a tax upon a certain defcription of gauzes. Botn 
thefe articles were clearly luxuries, as thev were not ntcef- 
fary to the cloathing of any part of the human body, but 
were confidered, even by the wearers themfelves, as mere 
ornaments of their perfons. In order to come at the quan- 
tity of ribbands made in the kingdom, he had procured an - 
exaft account of the number of, looms employed in Reaving 
' that manufacture, and he found the amount to be more than 

twenty-five thoufand, and that each loom made fo many 
thoufand yards per week, that the whole produced feventy- 
/ one million one hundred and thirty-fix thoufand yards a 
year ; allowing therefore for the number of looms occa- 
fionally idle and unemployed, and taking them at nineteen 
tlioufand, the produce would be one hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds, laying the tax proportionally to the widtn 
and fubflance of the ribbands fiom a penny upoa a dozen 
yards, up to a penny per yard. 

The third article he would mention, was undoubtedly a ' 
necelTary of life, viz. coals, but as the duties on ccfals ftood 
at prefent, they were exceedingly unequally laidj it was 
manifeftly painful to him to tax that, without which we 
could not fubfifl. He would trufl, however, that the pa- 
triotifm and good fenfe of the People would reconcile them 
to the idea of this very fevere burden ; but the aim of 
this tax was rather to oblige thofe who did not pay the 
fame duties as were paid by all who lived in 'London, and 
who were fupplied with coals out of the port of London, 
than to lay an additional tax on thofe who paid the high du* 
ties upon that article. The lafl duty impofed upon all coals 
imported into the port of London, was a duty of three 
fliillings per chalder. This had originally been a local 
duty, it having been impofed to raife a fund for the build- 
ing of churches in the city. In the original impofition. of 
it, therefore, it certainly was perfectly juft to make the 
city of London, which was benefited by having the 
churches in queftion built, bear the expence excluuvely^ 
but as foon as the purpofe was jcompleated, it was con- 
lidered as a public duty, and fo it had continued ever'fince; 
what^he meant, therefore, was to lay the fame duty upon 
coats ufed in inland confumption, and for exportation^ 
t^hich he conceived wa6 nothing more thap "was perfedly 
juft -and equitable, fmce no dutry was paid but -the five /hil- 
lings 
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linp port duty, at any other port than that of London, 
while the port of London paid eight fhillings, and nothing 
was paid on the confumption of coals unlanded or. exported 
into Ireland. He faid, he was aware, that it might be oh- 
yt&eif that this tax would materially afie£t our manufac- 
tnring towns ; in order to obviate any objeflions of that 
kind^ he wifhed to exempt manufaflures of a particular 
defcription; thfefe, he faid, who had a competition with 
manufa&ures of other countries. He thought we ought to 
firetch every point that our manufaftures, which dealt in 
articles in which they were likely to be rivalled by others, 
ought to be able to meet them on equal terms, both in fo^ 
reien markets and our own, that they might not be under- 
fold either at home or abroad. An exemption from the prc- 
.fent duty ought, therefore, in his opinion, to be extended 
to all fuch 'manufa£lures^ and to no others. But an exemp- 
tibn of this kind required fo much delicacy and attention in 
the application, that he thought it deferved a Committee to 
confider and point out the proper objeAs of it. He ihould 
propofe it to be regulated by drawbacks, appropriated to the 
extent of their refpe6tive confumptions. But great care 
would be neceflary that thefe indulgences were not abufed, as 
fome might injure the tax by having drawbacks for more than 
they .confumed, and by that means fupply others who had 
no claim on the exemption. The calculation, he faid, was 
uncertain, but he thought he Ihould not be far from the 
mark, ftating the neat produce at about one hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds. 

The fourth fubjefl of his propofed taxes, was a tax upon 
an animal that certainly might be deemed a luxury, though 
extremely ufeful, and of which there was a vaft number in 
the kingdom, he meant a tax upon horfes. He faid, he 
meant not to comprehend every defcription within the view 
pf this tax, but to exempt all horfes ufed for the purpofes of 
trade and agriculture, and to confine it to horfes kept for the 
faddle, or to be put in carriages ufed folely for pleafure, and 
which might fairly be termed horfes kept for the purpofe of 
luxury. He eflimated the number of horfes kept for car* 
riages in proportion to the number of horfes kept for the fad- 
dle, as one to three, or as fifty to one hundred and fifty. — 
The amount of the tax he ftiould propole to be ten fliillingS * 
a year for each horfe ; and when it was confidered, that al- 
moft every farmer in the kingdom kept at leafl one horfe for 
the faddle, it was not too high a calculation to rate the num- 
ber at fourteen in every parifhj he eftimated the produce, 
O o a . there 
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therefore, pf this tax, at one huodred thoufand pounds; and 
he flattered himfelf, he put it confiderabjty under what its . 
true amount was likely to be — He ftated, that in order to, 
prevent evafion, it was meant that a ftamp or peculiar mark 
was to be put, not upon any part of the body of the animal| 
but to be a£Exed to fome part of the furniture and accoutre- 
ments of each' horfe, by way of proving that the tax had 
been paid, and that the owners of fuch as did not wear this 
ilamp, were to be liable to a penalty. 

The next tax he propofed was an additional excife duty on 
printed and ftained linens iind callicoes -— Thefe articles, he 
iaid, were more than twenty per cent, cheaper now than they 
had been during the war, and cotton was alfo much cheaper. 
As the laft duties had not at all checked the confumption ijf 
thefe manufadlures ; but as, on the contrary, their confump- 
tion and ufe were confiderably increafing, it appeared to him 
to bje an article, that without any detriment would bear an 
additional duty ; he ipeant, therefore, to propofe to theCom- 
mittee, an adaitional duty of about ten per cent, according 
to the quality. This new duty there would be no expencQ 
in coUeaing, and the produce of it he eftimated at one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand pounds. • 

The fixth article of his intended taxes was a neceflary of 
life, and a neceflary as indifpenfable with the pooreft as with 
the richeft family in the kingdom — It was an article which, 
however, had not been touched fince the reign of Queen 
Anne, and which he was ferioufly concerned that he .was urfi 
der ^he neceffity of fubjedling to a new impofl^ : the truth 
was, nothmg but the urgency of prefent exigence (hould have 
, driven him to this and feveral other refources, which, how* 

ever, he trufted, would occafion the lefs uneafinefs, ats the 
duty on them would be but fmall — ^ But although the poor, 
would be affedled by it, ftill what he meant to propofe would 
affeiSl: the poor irrfo very trifling a degree, that he flattered 
himfelf there would- be no obje&ion to it. What he meant 
was an additional duty on candles, of fo fmall ^an amount as 
one half-penny in the pound -^ He faid, he was aware, that 
candles had been uniformly exempted from all the late taxes, 
from a cotifi deration of its being fo immediately a neceflary 
of life ; but when the operation of the trifling tax he meant 
to lay upon candles was examined,, the Committee would fee 
it would not bear hard upon the poorefl:; if Ae had been 
rightly informed, about ten pounds of candles was the amouht 
of the confumption of the loweft order of houfekeepers ; the 
feroily of our pooreft cottagers, therefore, would only pay fivt 

pence - 
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pence* a year to t&is tax. He eftimated the produce at one 
boodred thouland pounds. 

The next tax he fhould propofe, was a duty to be paid on 
Ikenfes to be granted to traders dealing in excifeable com- 
modities— -This, he faidy was a plan that had been recom- 
inended by the Commiffioners of the Board of Excife, and 
even defired by many refpedtable and capital dealers in the 
' fort of goods, the venders of which were to be the objedt of 
it. The produce of it he eftimated at eighty thoufand 
pounds. ^ 

Being called to by Mr. Fox, who defired to know at what 
njte thefe licenfes were to be charged, Mr. Pitt faid, if the 
Houfe thought proper, he would go through the detail ; upon 
which Mr. Fox defired to know only the higheft and loweft 
charges -— Mr. Pitt then ftated, it was a matter of fome dif- 
ficulty, to fix the precife price of the feveral licences, which, 
under this article, it would beneceflary to allow — The diftil- 
lers, he thought, might be about fifty pounds, on account 
of fome advantages which he fpecified as peculiar to that line 
of bufinefs. Brewers, diftillers of vinegar, and printers of 
of callico, might be rated at ten pounds ; and a great many 
other intei;mediate dealers in the fame defcription of goods, 
according to the ektent and profit of their refpeftive modes 
of bufinefs, would be fubje^ed to five, or four, or three 
pounds, according as it would be judged heceflary to adjuft 
the tax proportionably to each. He did not, however, doubt, 
but the tax would, on the whole, be pretty unexception- 
'able. 

The eighth tax he fhould propofe, was a tax on bricks 
apd tiles — There were, he faid, according to the mofl 
accurate accounts that could be obtained, one hundred and 
five millions of bricks made and ufed in and near London; 
near Manchefter, near Birmingham, and in the reft of the 
middle counties about the fame quantity ; and the fame quan- . 
tity again throughout the reft of the kingdom — He meant, 
therefore, to lay a tax of two fhillings and fix pence a thou- 
fand on bricks' He eftimated the annual confumption at 
three hundred millions; the produce he fhould take atjfifty 
thoufand pounds only, including the fum to be drawn by a 
duty on tiles. 

- The next tax he had to propofe, was a tax upon qualifi- 
cations for fhooting, and upon deputations taken out from 
lords of manors to kill game — He faid, it had not been in 
bis power to afcertain the number of manors in this kingdom ; 
but calculating that there were three people in every parifh 
4 who 



^i6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1784. 

wh6 qualified themfelves to kill game, anfd be could fcarceljr 
fuppoie there were fo few ; bharging^ th^m with a guinea 
•adb upon regifteriug their ^ualihcatiOn with the clerk of 
the peace, he fliould fuppofe it would at leaft produce thin j 
tboufand pounds. 

His next tax was an additional tax upon paper— The 
quantity of this articte confumed yearly had not decreafed 
by the late duties having been impofed, and from its bulk 
and weight it could not eafily be fmuggled — He ihould pro- 
pofe, therefore, one third of the prefent duty ; and the Com- 
mittee would fee that the colledtion would be no additional 
expence. He eftimated the produce of this tax at eighteen 
tboufand pounds. 

The tenth and laft tax he had to fubmit to their confidera- 
tion, was a tax peculiar to the metropolis, a tax upon faack<.> 
ney coaches — He meant that the keeper of each figure ihould 
pay five fhillings weekly for a licenfe; and wh«i thegreat 
profits of the profeffion Were confidered, and the avidity with 
which figures were applied for, he flattered himfelf, this tax 
would not be thought oppreflive. He eftimated its produce 
at twelve thoiifand pounds. 

Thefe were the feveral articles of taxation to which he had 
turned for the prefent — It would be vain and idle to fuppofe 
all or any of them unexceptionable ; but the neceffity of the 
Public did not leave it in his option to deal otherwife than 
Openly and fairly. The wants of Government were many; 
the finances of the country had been much reduced,' and it 
was proper, it was neceflary to look our real fituation man« 
fully in the face. It had been his defire to dO fo, and un- 
' der that fentiment he produced the lift of taxes to which he 
had called the deliberation and afiiftance of the Committee. 
The whole might probably amount to fomewhat more than 
the fum which he had propofed to raife ; but feveral deficit 
encies might occur, where we could not either forefeeor 
prevent them : he would, however, before he fat down, 
briefly recapitulate the whole, that the Committee might fee 
them in one connefted point of view. 

Hats, fix pence on the low, and two /hillings 
on the higher,, - - - - - 150,000 

Ribbands and a certain defcription of gauzes, one 
penny per dozen yards, - - - MOfiOO 

Coals, three fliillings per chalder to inland 
confumcrs, * - . - 150,000^ 

Carried over 420,000 
Horfes^ 
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Brought over 420,000 

HorfeSy at ten fhillings a bead, ... 100,000 

Printed and flained linens and callicoes, a duty from 
tWee pence up to one fhilling per yard, and equal 
to fen percent. - - - 120,000 

Candles, one half-penny per pound, - - 100,000 

Licenfe to perfons dealing in excifeable commodi- 
ties9 from one pound to fifty pounds - - 80,000 

Bricks and tiles, two millings and fixpence oil 
' «ver7 thoufand, - - - - 50,000 

^^lifications of /hooters, and deputations from 
lords of the manor, one guinea per head - - 30,000 

Piper, one third additional duty, - * - 18,000 

Hsbckney coaches, five fhillings a week additional 

iUtjy - - - . - 12,000 

930,000 

Mr. Pitt apologized for having fo long fatigued the Com- 
mittee, but faid, he trufted they would fee it had been un- 
aToidable; in order not to add to that fatigue, he declared 
he bad purpofely avoided going into a full detail of the regu* 
latioos meant to make part of the feveral bills, that would be 
necedary to be brought in upon the fubjeft of the taxes he 
had propofed — Subfequent opportunities of difcuffion of 
diofe topics would prefent themfelves: he only hoped, he 
had been able te convey the refpedifve taxes and the dodtrines 
of finance that he had taken the liberty to dwell upon, clear* 
ly and intelligibly to the underftandings of the Committee; 
if doubts remained with any gentleman, upon any one of 
the great variety of articles he had been at the neceffity of 
troubling them upon, he would rife again, and be happy to 
give every fatisfadlion in his power upon fuch articles. In 
the difcumon of the fubjedl, he hoped the Committee would 
fee that he had done that which his duty direfled, without 
regard to his own inclination or bis eafe; he was not confci- 
6as of having left any matter untouched, that it was impor- 
, tant for that Houfe and the Public to be apprized of; on the 
contrary, he ha<l fludioufly endeavoured to do what he held 
i to be the indifpenfable duty of every perfon honoured with 
]the high office he held, viz. to difguiib nothing from the 
Public that affefled their real intereft, but to bring every 
particular of that nature forward ; and however great the 
perfonal rifque and inconvenience, however great the danger 
ef ipcurring popular otEuro, by propofing heavy burdens 
"^ ' on 
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on the People might; be, not to fhrink from that painful aft 
of duty, if fuch burdens were by the exigency of affidrs 
required to be impofed, Mr. Pitt concluded with moving a 
refolution ftating, ** That" the Committee were of opinion a 
*^ loan for fix millions ought to be made on the terms he 
^^ had ftated ;" and this refolution was penned in the ufual 
terms, 
Mr. Fox. Mr. Faoi rofe, not he faid to attempt to follow the right 
honourable gentleman through the vaft field of finance that 
he had gone ov^r, but to make a few remarks on fome parts 
of his fpeech — Many of the fubje^ls that he had ftated, 
would come under difcufEon hereafter, and there woald be 
fitter opportunities for debating them than the prefent; all 
he wifhed to fay upon the \propofit ions of the day was, that . 
the right honourable gentleman had infinite merit, in havinff 
brought forward fo much of the unfunded debt in the coafie 
of the prefent fefSon as he had done; too much praife could 
not be given him on this head, and he, for one, was very 
ready immediately to declare that he was decidedly of this 
opinion. What he rofe more particularly to fay was, that 
he was happy to find the right honourable gentlemaii had 
made his loan this year exa£Uy on the principles upon which 
the loan of the laft year had been made; and he hoped, that 
henceforward, that Houfe wpuld hear no more of the non* 
fenfical clamour, that had been raifed under the fallacious 
notion, that twenty-one millions, of debt had been incnrredy 
in order to raife twelve millions of money • — In fettling his 
loan, the right honourable gentleman bad afted wifely, in 
making his bargain as he had done; namely, in getting the 
money for the Public upon the beft terms hfc could, wimoot 
going into the confideration whether this or that particular 
fund was the mofl capable of redemption ; and when he faid 
this, Mr. Fox defired he might nik be fo groflly mifunder* 
ik)od, as to have it fuppofed, that he was an enemy to re* 
demption, or that he was adverfe to the paying off the /«- 
tional debt ; he fpoke direftly with oppofite feelings, and it 
was with a view of paying, or rather to diminifhing our n> 
tional debt, that he always argued as he had done, tbalt 1 
loans ought to be made as well as they could, and that thd; 
Public ought not, from any prejudice o f preference of odei 
. fund over anotlier, to be burclened with a larger annuitw 
than was necefTary. With regard to the ideas fuggefted b]^ 
the right honourable gentleman^ in favour of a five per cent.i 
fund, bis opinion upon that fubjeft was well known^ and}. 
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k» begged to have it underftood, that his opinion was not in 
the leaft fhaken by any thing that had been faid that day — 
As to what the right honourable gentleman had faid, of 
making a five per cent, fund irredeemable for a number of 
years, it was undoubtedly the only way to make it fetch its 
price in the market, but he could not but think that the 
right honourable 'gentleman had taken it too high. The 
price of ftocks always depended, in his mind, not upon what ' 
price they ought in reaibn and by fair calculation to bear, 
but by what they did adtually bear, viz. what thofe who 
dealt in them, what the money lenders were ready to 
take them at. Thus, for inftance, the right honourable 
gentleman valued his five per cents with which he meant to 
pay oflF a part of the navy debt, at ninety- five and ninety- 
' three; he could not but think he rated them too high, and 
that the navy-bill holder, although he might poffibly con- 
fent to take them, would eftimate them in his own opinion 
at ninety, or perhaps ninety-one. With regard to the right 
honouraDle gentleman's argument, upon the difference be- 
tween a three per cent, and a fiv^ per cent, if the latter was 
made irredeemable for thirty years, undoubtedly the Public 
pai4an annuity of two fhillings for thot time, for the right 
to redeem them at the expiration of that period; but the 
cafe the right honourable gentleman had put did not depend 
upon calculation, it was an hypothefis and nothing elfe* — ^ 
If the funds could be bought up lower at the end of twenty 
or thirty years, the Public did pay an annuity of two (hil- 
lings for the right to buy them up umler that advantage, 
but if they could not, at the end of twenty or thirty years, be 
fo redeemed at a low rate, the Public would have paid the an- 
nuity for nothing. The difFetence between a three per 
cent, and a five per cent, loan, Mr. Fox faid, was a diffe- 
rence in the one cafe in favour of the lender, in the other, 
in fiivour of the money borrower, the former would certainly 
prefer that fund the leaft likely to be redeemed, the latter, 
that moft likely and moft capable of redemption. With 
regard to the taxes, indifputably the money muft be raifed, 
and fo fully convinced was he of this fad, that without 
meaning to bind any other gentleman to the fame line of 
condudi, he pledged himfelf to give the right honourable gen- 
tleman his fupport ; by which he ditl not mean to fupport 
him in the taxes at all hazards, but as far as upon difcuflion 
cif the fubje6l in future, the taxes propofed that day fhoulj 
appear to be the beft that could be fuggefted. Indeed, fo 
fcnfible was he of the neceffity of raifing taxes, that there 
Vol. XV. P p wer« 
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were liardly any taxes the right honourable gentleman 
could have propofed, that he fhould have thought himfelff 
from the fituation he Irad held, intitled to oppofe. When the 
taxes the Committee had heard that day came under con- 
fideration, he iliould difcufs them more minutely than it 
was poflible for him to do then, 1 here was one tax, how- 
exer, that he could not but fay he thought a ftrange one, 
and that was the tax on ribbands. If he took the calcula- 
tion rightly, to make out the produce of 'that tax, every 
individual female, from the infant jull born to the adult of 
any age- muft be fuppofed to confume or ufe at le.aft twenty 
ribbands a year [Mr. Pitt nodded aflcnt] "/r. Fox faid, 
this appeared to him to be fcarcely credible. He farther, 
obferved, that moft of the taxes were upon the direft ne- 
cefTaries of life, which he hoped would convince gentle- 
men, that the fituation of the country was fuch, as re- 
quired bold and efFeftual meafures to be taken to retrieve it ; 
> ^ and that they would join jn fupporting the Minifter in 
carrying thofe taxes into efFeft, which were fo obvioufly 
called for by the exigency of affairs. Mr. Fox thought 
Mr. Pitt had on a late occafion, under-rated the prefent 
growng produce of the receipt tax; and explained bis 
meaning, by ftating, that a great number of receipt ftamps 
had been taken out previous to its being generally Under- 
ftood, as it had been laft year, that the receipt tax need 
not to be paid. At that time thofe ftamps were laid afide, 
, but when the late bill for regulating the coUeftion of the 
tax came in force on the 2sth of March laft, thofe ftamps 
fo laid afide came in ufe, but being on hand, they pre- 
vented fo great an iffue of new ftamps as there otiierwifc 
would have been ; confequently, the amount of what the 
tax was now likely to produce could not be known, and 
therefore he conceived Mr. Pitt to have confiderably undcr;^ 
rated its produce, when he ftated jt lately to the Houfe as 
amounting at prefent to qne hundred thoufand .pounds a 
year only. Mr. Fox afked Mr. Pitt what fecurity the navy 
holder in the firft clafs, who did not chufe to fubfcribc 
to the five per cents, was to have for the payn^ent of his 
bill, and whether in that cafe a bill-holddr of the fecond 
clafs was to ftand in the ftioes of the firft-clafs bill-holder 
fo refufing to become a fubfcriber ? 
Mr. Chan. Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, he would very readily give 
cellorPitt. ^ery fatisfaftion in his power to the Committee, .or to the 
right honourable gentleman who had opened the buiine(8 in 

a man- 
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a manner fo perfeftly liberal and candid. The navy bill- 
holders who did not choofe to become fabfcribers, would 
have the fame fecurity for the payment of their bills that 
they had now, and had hitherto had. The public faith was 
pledged to them for payment of the debt, but the Public 
was not compellable to make fuch payment, bu|: at its own, 
; convenience. With regard to his loan being exad^ly upon 
this fame principle as the loan of laft year, he could not ad- 
mit that aflertion, becaufe the terms of his loan were twor 
fold ; thofe. of one part upon the old funds ; thofe of the 
«ther,'upon a new five per cent. fund. With regard to the 
leceipt-tax, Mr. Pitt faid, Vie had not meant on a late occa- 
fion, what that tax, under its prefent regulation, could pro- 
duce, but what it a6lually had produced as yet. Mr. Pitt 
replied to the argument ufed by Mr. Fox againft a five per 
cent, fund, and defended himfelf from the objedlions that ' 
gentlemen had dated. 

Mr. Fox rofe again, and faid, when he had talked of the Mr. fox, 
right honourable gentleman having borrowed his money 
upon the fame terms as the loan of the lafl year, he meant 
to allude to thit part of the bargain which was, properly 
fpeaking, the loan, and not the fubfcription to pay off the 
navy and ordnance debt. Mr. Fox did not feem fatisfied 
with Mr. Pitt's anfwer on the fubjeft of the navy bill-hold- 
cr*s fecurity, in cafe he did not chufe to become afubfcriber 
to the new fund. He thought it tended to a compulfory 
obligation upon the bill-holder to fubfcribe. 

The Earl of Surrey briefly went through the taxes, moft The Earl 6f 
of which he thought unobjed^ionable ; but he ferioufly ad- ^uirey. 
vifed Mr, Pitt to confider the intended tax upon coals. 
His Lordlhip ftated a variety of objedlions to it, and faid, 
if the right honourable gentleman perfifted in it, it would 
be warmly remoriftrated againft from various parts of the 
kingdom. 

Sir John fVirotteJly profefled himfelf a friend to the Chan- sir John 
cellor of the Exchequer, but moft earneftly exhorted him to Wroticfly. 
abandon the intended tax upon coals, and to fubftjtute fome 
other. Sir John declared, if that tax were to be impofed, 
it would go near to ruin fifty thoufand manufacSlurers in 
the county of Stafix>rd. He alio ailerted, that three Ihillipgs 
a chalder was more than, in many parts of that county, 
people paid for a chalder of coals at the pit. 

Sir James Johnjione highly approved the intended tax on sir Jamei 
qualifications to Ihoot and deputations ta kill game. Our JohnftoAc. 
game Jaws, as they flood, he faid, he had ever confidered as 

P p 2 a dif- 
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a disgrace to the country. They tended to enflave the peo- 
ple by wrefling arms out of their hands, but the intend^ 
tax would operate as it ought to do and fall upon the pro-' 
per object s. He only wiftied the tax to be double on thofe 
who regiftered their qualifications to (hobt, for furely if a 
gamekeeper was to pay a guinea for a deputation, a gentle- 
. "man might well afford to pay two guineas for the regifter of 
qualifications to fliool game. 
Sir M. w. Sir Matthew White Ridley argued ftrenuoufly againft the' 
Kidicy. intended conl duty. Sir Matthew pointed outthe manifeft 
inconvenience it would load many of his conftituents with, 
and in particular by drawing fo much ready money from 
them. He afked how was it to be colledied ? Was an ex- 
cifeman to be Rationed at the mouth of every pit ? He alfo * 
alked, whethei the tax was meant to be extended to. the 
collieries of Scotland, 
tf' w™* Sir fVi/Iiam Mole/worth deprecated the coal tax. Sir Wil- 
woriJi. ^'^"^ declared that the mines in the county he reprefented 
could not be worked, if any additional expence was thrown 
upon them, and aflerted it to be a fadb, v/hich many who 
heard him could bear tcftimony to, 
Mr.Ord. Mr. Ord cautioned Mr. Pitt about the manner of his 
* havmg the coal bill drawn. If not very caution Qy word- 
ed, it would be imprafticable. A chalder of coals, Lon- 
don meafure, was, he faid, applicable to no other kt^wn 
meafure in ufe throughout the kingdom. 
Mr. Demp. Mr. Dempjler affigned his reafons for not wiftiing to go 
into a difcuirion of the intended taxea that evening, but 
defired to put in his claim to be heard upon them on a 
future day, when the bills were before the Houfe. A$ 
the good or bad of many of the taxes depended entirely 
on the manner in which they were laid, he faid no found . 
argument could be ufed, till gentlemen. were apprifed of 
the fufl extent of the feveral tax-bills. Mr. Dempfter 
faid the tax upon printed and ftained linens appeared to 
him to be highly objcaionable. It fecmed as if the Mini& 
ter with the fame breath that had ferved him to declare 
the annihilation of the duties on tea, by that means re- 
moving one great fubjeft of fmuggling, impofed a duty on 
another article, and thereby provided fmuggling with new 
incitements to cxercife their illicit praftices, and fuggeftcd 
new commodities for them td run into the kingdom, and 
thofe commodities, which, if fmuggled, would materially 
injure, if not totally ruin, one of our beft, and, nation- 
ally 
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ally confidered, our mod vakable manufafturcs. Mr. 
Dempfter thought the reafon that had been afligned by 
Mr. Pitt, for laying the additional duty on printed and 
ftained Hnens a bad one j and (hewed that it was from the 
, prevalence of fuch notions of increafmg duties that 
^^gHng had grown to its prefent enormity. 

Sir Matthew White Ridley called again upon Mr. Pitt for S5rM. w. 
an ai^fwer to his queftion, whether, the intended tax on R»dl«y- 
coals wa« meant to extend to the Scotch collieries ? 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt aflured the honourable Baronet and Mr.Chaa- 
the Committee, that the only reafon for his not having rifen **V°' ***"• 
fooner was, in order to colleft all the objeflions of different 
gentlemen, and endeavour to fave the time of the Com- 
mittee, by giving them all an anfwer in the fame fpeech. * ^ 
The tax on coals was Undoubtedly meant to be extended to 
the rollieries of Scotland j he wiflied, however, that the 
. honourable Baronet, as well as the honourable gentleman 
oppofite to him (Mr. Ord) had referved their objeftions 
till they faw the bill ; a great many of the taxes he had 
that day propofed, depended on the regulations under 
vhich tjiey were to be laid j regulations meeting many of 
the objections that had been ftated, were aftually already 
fettled, and would be found in the bills ; and he really 
. fliould be happy to receive fuch information, from gentle- 
men converfant with the fubjeft, as might ferve to point 
..oat the propriety of ftill farther regulations. There were 
undoubtedly many particulars to which fpecial exemptions. 
•from the tax muft be extended. Fire-engines, for in- 
ftance, was, he fairly thought, one of thole particulars, 
* and that, he conceived, would totally obviate an objedlioa' 
made by an honourable friend of his, who reprefented the 
county of Cornwall. With regard to what had been faid 
Upon the fubjeft of the effeft this tax would have upon 
■ our manufaftures, furely geiitleraen had forgot, that in his 
opening he had exprefsly ftated, that a drawback was in- 
tended to be allowed upon the exportation of fuch articles 
as confumed a confiderable quantity of coals in their ma- 
nufafture. He declared he fliould be extremely forry if, 
by laying a trifling addition of duty on printed linens and 
cottons, he had been encouraging fmuggling, and holding^^ 
out frefli incitements to the profecution of their daring 
enormities •, but when the bill was before the Houfe, he 
trufted no mifchiovous confequences would appear likely 
Jto follow upon the impofition of the tax in queftion. 

Mn 
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Mr. Waltar Mr. Walter Stanhope oppofcd the tax on coals. 

Sunhope. The Commitee agreed to the propofition on the termg 

of the loan. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt then feve rally moved the following 
ceUor Pitt, refolutions, which were all agreed to : 

That, towards raifmg the fupply granted to His Majcfty,. 
the fum of four hundred and forty-one thoufand (even 
hundred and two pounds thirteen (hillings and nine-pence 
half-penny, out of the monies or favings of the fcveral 
army fervices, be applied towards defraying the extraordi- 
nary expences of His Majefty's land forces, and other 
fervices, incurred between the ift day of February, 1783, 
and the 24th day of December following, and not pro- 
vided for by Parliament. 

That all perfons interefted in, or intitled unto, any 
' bills payable in the courfe of the Navy or VidualUng 

Offices, or for tranfports which were made out on or be- 
fore the refpeftive days following, that is to fay, the 31ft 
day of Auguft, 1781, the 3Cth of November, 1781, the 
28ih day of February, 1782, and the 30th day of June, 
1782, who (hall, on or before the- 31ft day of July, 1784, 
carry the fame (after having had the intereft due there-- 
upon computed and marked upon the faid bills at the Navy 
or ViftualHng Office refpeftively) to the Treafurer of His 
Majefty's navy, (hall have, in exchange for the fame, 
from fuch Treafurer, or his Paymafter or Ca(hier, a certi* 
ficate to the Governor and Company of the Bank of Eng- 
land, for every intire fum of one or more Jtlihdred pounds^ 
for which fuch certificates are to be made forth ; and alfa 
one other certificate for the fraftional part of one hundied 
pounds, being the remainder of fuch bill or bills j and 
the perfons who (hall be poffefled of fuch (irft-mentioned 
certificates of the intire fum of one or more hundred 
pounds, (hall, upon the delivery thereof to the faid Gover- 
nor and Company of the Bank of England, be intitled , in 
refpefl of the fame, to the refpeftive fums following, tha,t 
is to fay, to the fum of an hundred and feven pounds ten. 
(hillings and fix pence capital (lock, for each Kundred 
• pounds of fuch bills made out on or before the faid 31ft 
day of Auguft, 1781 ; to the fum of one hundred and 
three pounds four (hillings and fix pence capital ftock, 
for each one hundred pounds of fuch bills made out on or 
before the faid 30th day of November, 1781 ; to the fum 
of one hundred and two pounds three (hillings capital 
flock, for each one hundred pounds of fuch bills made out 

on 



A. 1784^ DEBATES. 295 

on 01 before the faid 28th day of February, 1782 i to the : 
fum of one hundred and one poundi one (hilling and 
fix pence capital flock, for each one hundred pounds of 
fuch bills made out on or before the faid 30th day of 
.June, 1782, the faid refpeftive capital (locks t.o be at- 
tended with annuities after the rate of five pounds per 
centk per annum, to commence from the 5th day of July, 
1784, payable half yearly, in lieu of all other interefl, 
the faid annuities to be irredeemable until twenty-five ' 

millions of the public debt, bearing interefl at the rate of 
either three pounds per c?nt. per annum, or four pounds 
per cent, per annum, (hall have been redeemed and paid 
offf and the faid annuities to be charged upon a fund to be 
eftabli(hecl in this fcfTion of Parliament, and for which 
the fund commonly called the finking fund, (hall be a 
collateral fecurity. 

That all perfons intcrefled in, or intitled unto, any de- 
bentures pa).ible out of His Majefly's Office of Ordnance, 
which were dated on or before the refpedlive days follow- 
ing, that is to fay, the 3'th day of November, 1781, the 
28th day of Feb. 1782, and the 30th day of June, 1782, 
who ihall, on or before the jifl day of July 1784, carry 
the fame to the Treafury of His Majefty's Office of Ord- 
nance, to be certified by him, or his deputy onCafliier, to 
the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, fliall 
be intitled, in refpeft of the fame, to the refpeftive fums 
followinq;^ that is to fay, to the (um of one hundred and x 

feveii pounds ten (hiliings and fix pence capital flock, for 
each one hundred pounds of fuch debentures made out oh 
or before the faid 30th day of November, 1781; to the 
fum of one hundred and three pounds four (hillings and 
£x pence capital (lock, for each one hundred pounds of 
fuch debentures made out on or before the faid 28th day 
of February, 17825 to the fum of one hundred and two 
pounds three (hillings capital (lock, for each one hundred 
pounds of fuch debentures made out on or before the faid 
30th day of June, 1782, the faid refpeftive capital (locks 
' to be attended with annuities after the rate of five pounds 
per cent, per annum, to commence from the 5th day of 
. July, ^784, payable half yearly, in lieu of all other inte- 
^ reft, the faid annuities to be irredeemable until twenty- 
five millions of the public debt, bearing interefl at the rate 
of cither . three pounds per cent, per annum, or four 
pounds per cent* per annum, (hall have been redeemed 
• and paid off, and the faid annuities to be charged upon ^ . 

fund 
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fund to be eilabliflied in this feiBon of Parliament, and 
for which the fund commonly called the finking fundy 
Ihall be a collateral fecurity. 

That there be charged for all candies whatfoever (elcept 
wax candles) which fhall be made in Great Britain, one 
halfpenny for every pound weight avoirdupoife, ^nd after 
that rate for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for all'candles whatfoerer (except 
wax candles) which fliall be imported, one halfpenny for 
every pound weight' avoirdupoife, and after that rate fori 
greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all bricks, by what- 
foever name or names they now are or hereafter may be 
called or known, a duty of two (hillings and fix pence for 
every, thoufand^ and fo in proportion for' any greater or 
lefs 'quantity. 

That there be charged, for and upon all tiles, commonly 
called or known by the name of plain tiles, a duty of three 
{hillings for every thoufand, and fo in proportion for any 
greater or lefs quantity. ' , 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commonly 
called or known by the name of pan or ridge tiles, a duty 
of eight {hillings for every thoufand, and fo in propojticm 
for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for ^nd upon all tiles, com* 
monly called or known by the name of paving tiles, not .. 
exceeding ten inches fquare, a duty of one (hilling and fix 
pence for every hundred, and fo in proportion for any 
greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commonly 
called or known by the name of paving tiles, exceeding 
ten inches fquare, a duty of three (hillings for every huiH 
dred, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, other than 
fuch as are before enumerated and defcribed, by whatfo- 
ever name or names fuch tiles now are or hereafter may be 
called or known, a duty of three (hillings for every thoufand^ 
and fo in proportipn for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all coals or culm 
ufually fold by the chalder, or by any other means whatfo- 
ever reducible to the chalder, a duty of three (hiUings 
for fuch chalder of thirty-fix bufliels, Winchefter mtziure^ 
and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all coals or culm 
vfually fold by weighty a duty of two (hillings for' every 

toa 
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ton of twenty hundred weight, and fo in proportion for 
any_greater or lefs quantity. 

Tnat there be charged for and upon every hat of a fu- 

|ierior quality, in the manufa£):ure of which any hair, 

wool» heaver, or other fur is ufed, of whatever kind or 

■ ^fort the fame may be, the fum of two {hillings. 

\ That there be charged for and upon eveiy coarfe hat, 

, commonly called or known by the name 01 a felt hat or 

wool hat, made or manufa^ured wholly of iheep or 

. lamb's wool, the fum of fix pence. 

That every perfon who fhall keep any horfc, mare, or 

Siding, for the purpofe of riding, and not for drawing, 
all yeild and pay, annually, the fum of ten (hillings. 
That every perfon who fliall keep any horfe, mare, or 
gelding, for the purpofe of drawing any coach, berlin, 
landau, chariot, calaih, chaife, or any other carriage, by 
whatfoever name fuch carriages now are or hereafter may 
be called or known (for or in refpeft whereof any rate or 
duty, under the management of the Commiffioners of 
Excifc, now is or are made payable by any ftatute now in 
foirce) (hall yield and pay annually the fum of ten (hil- 
lings. 

That the faid duties upon horfes (hall be under the go- 
vernment, care, and management, of the CommiflTioners 
for the time being, appointed tc manage the duties charged 
on (lamped vellum, parchment, and paper. 

That there be charged for and upon all filks and (luffs 
wholly made of cotton fpun in Great Britain, linens and 
fluffs of what kind.foever, which at any time or times 
hereafter (hall be printed, (lained, painted, or dyed in 
Great Britain, (fuch callicoes, linens, and fudians, as 
: (hall be dyed throughout of one colour only, or (luffs made 
6f woollen, or whereof the greateil part in value (hall be 
woollen, always excepted) the feveral rates and duties 
herein after expreffed, over and above all- other duties pay- 
able for the fame, that is to fay, for and upon all filks fo 
E Tinted,' (lained, or painted, in Great Britain (filk hand- 
erchiefs excepted) the fum of one (hilling for every yard 
in length, reckoning half a yard for the breadth. 

That there be charged for all filk haridkerchiefs fo print- 
- cd, (lained, or painted, the fum of four pence for every 
yard fquare, and in thofe proportions for wider or nar- 
rower filks. 
Vol. XV. Q^q That 
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That there be charged for and upon all ftuSs wholly 
made of cotton fpun in Great Britain, to. he fo printed, 
ftained, painted, or dyed in Great Britain (except as 
aforefaid) the fum of three pence for every yard in length, 
reckoning one yard wide, and after that rate for a greater 
or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all linens and ftufis 
(except as before excepted), to be printed, ftained, paint* 
cd, or dyed, the fum of three pence for every yard in 
length, and after that rate for a greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all ribbands manu- 
fa£^ured wholly of (ilk, or whereof th6 greater part in 
value ihall be (ilk, not exceeding one-third of an inch in 
breadth, a duty of one penny for every twelve yards in 
length, and fo in proportion for any greater or lel^ quan- 
tity, I 

That there be charged for and upon all inch ribbands above \ 
one-third, and not exceeding three fourths, of an inch in ' 
breadth, a duty of one fartbing for every yard in length, 
and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all fuch ribbands 
above three-fourths of an inch, and hot exceeding two 
inches and one-half in breadth, a duty of one half-penny for 
every yard in length, and fo in proportion for any greater 
or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all fuch ribbands 
exceeding two inches and one-half in breadth, a duty of 
one penny for every yard, and fo in proportion for 5iny 
greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon every yard of gauze^ 
manufadlured wholly of (ilk, or m which there fhall be 
any mixture of filk, being ftriped or (igured gauze, and 
not exceeding ojie yard in breadth, a duty of three pence, 
and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon every yard of ftfch 
gauze, being ftriped or figured' gauze, exceeding on« yard 
in breadth, a duty of four pence, andfo in proportion for 
any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon every yard of Tuch 
gauze, being plain gauze, and not exceeding one yard in 
breadth, a duty of 'two pence, and fo in proportion for 
any greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon every yard <rf 
> gauze, being plain gauze^ and exceeding one yar.d in 
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breadth, a duty of three pence, and fo in proportion for 
any greater or lefs quantity. 

That everv maker of mead for fate be obliged to take 
out a licenie, which licenfe (hall be charged with the 
yealy fum of twenty fliillings. 

That every braildy dealer, or perfon felling brandy or 
oAci fpirituous liquors, not being a retailer or reftifier, 
be obliged to take out a licenfe, which licenfe (hall be 
charged with the yearly fum of five pounds. 

That every common brewer be obliged to take out a li- 
. cenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly fum 
iof ten pounds. 

That every re£lifier of fpirits be obliged to take out 
a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly 
fum of five pounds. 

That every other diftiller for fale or exportation, be 
obliged to take out a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be 
charged with the yearly fum of ten pounds. 

xThat every corn diftiller, or maker of low wines or fpi- 
iits from corn or grain, for fale or for exportation, be 
obliged to take out a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged 
with the yearly fum of fifty pounds. 

That every maker of any kind of fweets, other than '■ 
mead, for fale, be obliged to take out a licenfe, which 
licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly fumof five pounds. 
" That every maker of vinegar for fale, be obliged to take 
out a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged with the 
yearly fum of ten pounds. 

That every malfter, or maker of malt for fale, be obli- 
ged to take out a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged 
with the yearly fum of two|)ounds. 

That.every hop planter, whofe plantation of hops fliall 
exceed two acres, be obliged to take out a licenfe, which 
licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly fum of two pounds. 

That every chandler, or maker of candles, (other than 
wax candles) for fale, be obliged to take out a licenfe, ^ 

which licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly, fum of 
twenty fliillings. 

That every foap maker be obliged to take out a licenfo, 
which licenfe fliall be charged with the yearly fum of two 
pounds. 

; - That every gaper ftainer and maker of paper be obliged 
' to take out a licenfe, which licenfe fliall be charged with 
the yearly fum of two pounds. 

C^q 2 That 
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Tliat every callico printer, arid every printer, painter, 
or ftainer of filks, linens, cottons, or ftufFs, be obliged to 
take out a liccnfe, which licenfe ftiall be charged with the 
yearJy fum of ten pounds.. , 

That every ftarch maker be obliged to talte out a licenfe, 
which licenfe fhall be charged with the yearly fum of two 
pounds. 

That every wire drawer, or other perfon who (hall draw» 
or caufe to be drawn, any gilt or filver wire, commonly- 
called big wire, be obliged to take out a licenfe, whici 
licenfe fhall be charged with the yearly fum of two pouTi()s« 

That every tanner be obliged ' to jtake out a licenfe, 
which licenfe (hall be charged with the yearly fum cf five 
pounds. 

That every tawer be obliged to take out a licenfe, 
which licenfe fhall be charged with the yearly fum of 
twenty fhillings. 

That every drefTer of hides and fkins in oil be obliged 
" to take out a licenfe, which licenfe fhall be charged with. 1 
the yearly fum of two pounds. j 

That every currier be obliged to take out a licenfe, | 
which licenfe fhall be charged with the yearly fum of two 
pounds. 

That every maker of vellum or parchment be obliged to 
tale out a licenfe, which licenfe fhalfbe charged with .the 
yearly fum of twenty fhillings. 

That every glafs maker be obliged to take out a licenfe, 
which licenfe fhall be charged with the yearly fum of ten 
pounds. ' 

That every perfon in Great Britain qualified, in rcfpcfi 
to their property, to kill game, fhall, previous to their 
fliooting at, killing, or deflroying any game, regifttr their 
qualifications with the clerk of the peace, and annually 
take out certificates thereof. 

That for every piece of vellum or parch n\ent, or (heet 
or piece of pape^[, upon which any certificate annually 
granted to any perfon qualified, in refpeft of his property, 
to kill game, fhall be ingrofTed, written, ot printed, there 
fhall be paid a flamp duty of one pound one (hilling. 

That for every piece of^ vellum, or parchmefit, or (heet 
or piece of paper, upon which any deputation, oi; ap- 
pointment of a gamekeeper, gfaiited to any perfon (not qua- 
lified in refpe£t of his property} by any lord or hSij of a 
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manor, fhall be ingrofled, written, or printed, there fhall be 
paid a (lamp duty of one pound one fhilling, over and above 
the duty now impofed on deeds. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper made in 
Great Britain for writing, called imperial, of the value 
of two pounds eleven fhillings per ream, and upwards, 
and not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty*two inche;$ 
by thirty inches and a quarter, an addition^ duty of three 
Ihillings. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for Writing, 
called fuper royal, of the value of one pound eighteen Shil- 
lings per ream, and upwards, ^nd not exceeding the dimen- 
fions of nineteen inches and a quarter by twenty-feven inches 
and a half, an additional duty of two ihillings and three 
pence. 

That there be charged for every reamof paper for writing, 
called royaf, of the value of one pound nine fhillings per 
ream, and upwerds, and not exceeding the dimenfions of 
nineteen inches and a quarter by twenty-four inches, an ad- 
ditional duty of one fhilling and nine pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called medium, of the value of one pound two fhillings per 
ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of 
feventeen inches and a half by twenty-two inches and a half, 
2n additional duty of one fhilling and fix pence/ 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called demy, of the value of fixteen fhillings per ream, and 
upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of fifteen inches 
and a half by twenty inches, an additional duty of one 
fhilling. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called thick pofl, of the value of thirteen fhillings per ream, 
and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of fifteen 
inches and a quarter by nineteen inches and a halC an addi« 
tional duty of nine pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
calfed thin pofl, of the value often fhillings per ream, and 
upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of fifteen inches 
and a quarter, by nineteen inches and a half, an additional 
doty of feven pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called fmall pofl, of the valu&of (even fhillings and fix pence 
per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions 

of 
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of thirteen inches and a half by fixteen inphes and a half, an 
additional duty of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing," 
called fools cap, of the value of nine (hillings per ream, and 
upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of thirteen inches 
and a half by fixteen inches and three quarters, an additional 
duty of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing, 
called pott, of the value of fix fhillings per ream, and tip. 
wards, and not exceeding the dimenfions of twelve inches 
and a half by fifteen inches and a half, an additional duty of 
four pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called double atlas, of the value of 
fifteen pounds per ream, and upwards, and- not exceeding 
• the dimenfions of fifty-five inches by -thirty-one inches and 
a half, an additional duty- of ten fhillings. 
' That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, (tailed demy, of the value of twelve 
ihillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the di- , 
menfions of fifteen inches and a half by twenty inches, an 
additional duty of feven pence. 

That there be charged for ev^ry ream of paper for writing 
or^copper-plate printing, called copy or baftard, of the va- 
lue of feven fhillings and fix pence per ream, and upwards, 
and not exceeding the dimenfions of fixteen inches by ' 
twenty inches and a quarter, an additional duty of four 
pence. * 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called fools cap, of the value of fix 
ihillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions of thirteen inches and a half by fixteen inches and 
three quarters, an additional duty of three pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called littris fools cap, of the value 
of fix ihillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding 
the dimenfions of thirteen inches and a half by feventeen 
iiMhes and a half,, an additional duty of three pence. 

TThat there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called pott, of the value of four 
fhillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the di* 
menfions of twelve inches ,and a half by fifteen luches and 
a half, an additional duty of two pence. 

That 
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That there be charged for every ream of paper for wrhing 
or copper-plate printing, called ground eagle or double ele- 
phant, of the value of four pounds per ream, and upwards, 
and not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty-fix inches and 
tbree quarters by forty inches, an additional duty of four 
, ihilliogs. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper- plate printing, called columbier, of the valCie of 
two pounds ten fhillings per ream, and upwards, and not 
'teceeding the dimenfions of twenty-three inches and a half 
by thirty-four inches and a half, an additional duty of three - 
fhillings and fix pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called atlas, of the value of three 
pounds per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the di« 
menfions of twenty- fix inches atid a quarter by thirty-four 
inches, an additional duty of five {hillings. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called atLis, of the value of two 
pounds per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions df twenty-fix inches and a quarter by thirty- 
four inc)ies, an additional duty of two fhillings and fix-* 
pence. 

. That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called imperial, of the value of one 
pound ten fhillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceed- 
ing the /dimenfions of twenty-two inches by thirty inches 
and a quarter, an additional duty of one fhilling and nine 
pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called fuper royal, of the value of 
one pound five fliillings per ream, and upwards, and not ex- 
ceeding the dimenfions of nineteen inches and a quarter by 
twenty- feven inches and a half, an additional duty of one 
{hilling and fix pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called long royal, of the value of 
one pound per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding the 
dimenfions of twenty- feven inches and a half by eighteen 
. inches, an additional duty of one fhilling. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for viririling 

or copper- plate printing, called royal, of the value of 

eighteen fhillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceed- 

. ittg the dimenfions of nineteen inches and a quaiter 
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by twenty-four inches, an additiQnal. duty of one iOiilv* 

ling- 

That there he charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or • copper-plate printing, called demy, of the value of 
thirteen (hillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceed* 
ing the dimenfions of feventeen inches. by twenty-two 
inches, an additional duty of feven pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called ftiort demy or crown, of 
the value of nine {hillings per ream, and upwards, and not 
exceeding the dimenfions of fourteen inches by twenty 
inches and a quarter, or of fifteen inches by twenty inches, 
an additional duty of five pence. 

That there be charged for c^rj reairf of paper for writing 
or copper-plate printing, called large fan, of the value m 
fourteen ihillings per ream, and upwards, and not ex* 
ceeding the dimenfions of twenty-three inches and a half 
by twenty inches and a half, an additional duty of one 
ihilUng. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for writinf 
or copper-plate printing, called/mall fan, of the value o( 
eleven ihillings per ream, and upwards, and n6t exceeding - 
the dimenfions of twenty-two inches and a quarter by " 
thirteen inches and a quarter, an additional duty of nine 
pence. 

That thjre be charged for every ream of paper for writinr 
or copper-plate printing, called elephant, of the value ot 
fifteen (liillings per ream, and upwards, and not exceeding 
the dimenfions of twenty-three inches by twenty-eigbt 
inches, an additional duty of nine pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper for bank 
or bankers bills or notes, allowing two bills or notes, to 
each fheet, an additional duty of one (hilling ; and fo in 
proportioh for a greater or lefs number of bills or notes ill 
each (heet. 

That there be charged for every bundle of pa{>er for 
printing, called double demy, of the value of one pound 
eighteen (hillings per bundle, and upwards, and not ex- 
ceeding the dimenfions of twenty- fix inches by thirty-eigfct 
inches and a half, an additional duty of one (hilling . aifd 
nine pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called royal, of the value of one pound four 
ftiiUings per bundle, and, upwards, and not cfceeding. tte 

dimen^ 
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dimenfions of nineteen inches and a hi^lf by twenty^four 
inches and a quarter, or of twenty inches by twenty-fix 
inches, an additional duty of one (hilling and two pence. 
. That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called royal inferior, of the value of fourteen 
fhillings per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the 
dimenfions of nineteen inches and a half by twenty-four 
inches and a quarter, an additional duty of eight pence.' 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called medium, of the value of one pound per 
bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfion^^i 
of eighteen inches by twenty-three inches, an additional 
duty of eleven pence. 

. That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called demy fingle, of the value of feventeen 
(hillings per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the«. 
dimenfions of feventeen inches and a half by twenty-two 
inches, or of nineteen inches and a quarter by twenty-one 
inches and a quarter, an additional duty of ten pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
■printing, called demy inferior, of the value of ten fhillings 
per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenfions 
of feventeen inches and a half by twenty-two inches, an 
aidditional duty of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 

I -printing, called double crown, of the value of feventeen 

(liillings per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the 

dimenfions of twenty inches by thirty inches, an additional 

duty of e/ght pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 

printing, called double crown inferior, of the value of 

twelve fhillings per bundle, and upwards, and not excecd- 

.''ing the dimenfions of twenty inches by thirty inches, an 

ladditional duty of feven pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of pap.er for 
printing, called fingle crown, of the value of thirteen fliil- 
\ lings per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions of fifteen inches by twenty inches, an additional 
duty of eight pence. 

'that there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called fingle crown inferior, of the value of eight 
Ihillings per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the 
dinienfions of fifteen inches by twenty inches, an additional 
diity of five pence. 

Vol. XV. R r That 
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That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called demy tifluey of the value of eight fliUUugS 
per bunclle, and upwards, and not ei^ceeding the dinafen"* 
fions of feventeen inches and a half by twenty-two inchesy 
an additional duty of five pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 
printing, called crown tiffuc, of the value of five fliillings 
jper bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimenr 
£ons of fifteen inches by twenty inches^ an additional duty 
of three pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper for 

printing, called double pott, of the value of nine fliillings 

' per bundle, and upwards, and not exceeding the dimen* 

fions of feventeen inches by twenty^five inches and a half, 

an additional duty of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
cartridge, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty-one 
inches by twenty-fix inches, an additional duty of fcveu 
pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
(quare cartridge, not exceeding the dime»ifions of twenty- 
four inches and a half by twenty-five inches and a haff, 
an additional duty of eight pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
cartridge, not exceeding ^he dimenfions of nineteen inches 
and a quarter by twenty-four iiiches, an additional duty of 
fix pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
elephant common, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty- 
three inches by twenty-eight inches, an additional duty of 
five pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called fu- 
gar blue, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty-one 
inches and half by thirty. thrpe inches, an additional duty 
of eight pence. • 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
fugar blue, fmaller fize, not exceeding the dimenfions of 
eighteen inches and three quarters by twenty-fevcn inches, 
an additional duty of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
fugar blue, demy fize, not exceeding the dimenfions of fe- 
venteen inches and a half by twenty-two inches, an'addi- 
tiohal duty of five pence. 

That 
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That there be cliarged for every ream of paper called 
filgar bine, crown ii^e, not exceeding . the dimenfions of ' 
firoen inches by twenty inches^ an additional duty of eight 
pence. ' ^ % . 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
J^tirple royaly not exceeding the dimeniions of nineteen 
.inches and a half by twenty-four inches and a quarter, an > 
additional duty of four pe^ce. 

That there be charged for every ream of paper called 
bine elephant, not exceeding the dimeniions of twenty-three 
inches 'by twenty-eight inches, an additional duty of fix 
pence. 

That thei^e be charged for every bundle of paper called 
Uue royal, not exceeding" the dimenfions of nineteen inches 
and a half by twenty-four inches and a quarter, ^n addi- 
tional duty ot eight pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper called 
blurdemy and bloffom, and not exceeding the dimenfions of 
feventeen inches by twenty-two inches, an additional duty 
of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of paper called 
blue crbwn, fingle, not exceeding the dimenfions of fifteen 
inches by twenty inches, an additional duty of three pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of whited-brown 
' paper, called royal hand thick, not exceeding the dimen- 
fionsvof twenty-four inches by nineteen inches and a quar- '' 

' ter, an additional duty of four pence^ 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brdwn 
paper, called royal hand, not exceeding the dimenfions of 
twenty-four inches by nineteen inches and a quarter, an 
additional duty of four pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called lumber hand, not exceeding the dimenfions 
of twenty-three inches by eighteen inches, an additional 
duty of four pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whitcd -brown 
paper, called two pound, not exceeding the. dimenfions of 
twenty-four inches by fixteen inches, an additional duty of 
three pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called fingle two pound, not exceeding the dimen-^ 
, fions of fixteen inches by eleven inchesj an additional duty 
of onepenny, 

R r z That 
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That there be charged for every bundle of whited-browii 
paper, called middle hand double, notexceeding the dimeo- 
lions of thirty-three inches by twenty-one inches^ an addU 
tional duty of fix pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called middle hand, not exceeding the dimenfions of 
twenty-two inches by fixteen inche's, an additional duty of 
r three pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called fmall hand double, not exceeding the dimco- 
iions of thirty-two inches by twenty inches, an additional 
duty of four pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called fmaU hand, not exceeding the dimeniions of 
nineteen inches and three-quarters by fixteen incbes, an ad*' 
dicional duty of two pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of whited-brown 
paper, called couples pound and half pound, not exceeding 
the dimenfionspf twelve inches by ten inches, and of nine 
inches by feven inches and a half, an additional duty of one 
penny. 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called imperial cap, not exceeding the dimeniions of twen- 
ty-nine inches by twenty -two inches, an additional duty of 
four pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called havon cap, not exceeding the dimeniions of twenty- 
four inches by twenty inches, an additional duty of three 
pence, 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called bag cap, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty- 
three inches and a half by nineteen inches, an additional 
duty of two pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called Kentifh cap, not exceeding the dimenfions of twen- 
ty-one inches by eighteen inches, an additional duty of 
two pence. 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called four pounds, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty 
inches by fixteen inches, an additional duty of two pepce. 

That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called ftpall c?p, not exceeding the dimenfions of twenty 
inches by fifteen inches, an additional duty of one penny. 

Ihat 
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That there be charged for every ream of brown paper, 
called' double four pounds, not exceeding the dimenfions of 
diirty-three inches by twenty inches^ an additional duty of 
four pence. 

T^at there be charged for eVery bundle of brown paper, 
called fingle two pounds, not exceeding the dimenfions of 
fixteen inches by eleven inches, an additional duty of two 
pence. 

That there be charged for every bundle of brown paper, 
c4)ed couples pound and half pound, not exceeding the di* 
menfioifs of twelve inches by ten inches. and a half, an ad<* 
.ditional ^uty of one penny. 

• That there be charged for every hundred weight pf pafte* . 
board, millboard, fcalcboard, and glazed paper, for clo« 
thiei-s and hotpreflers, an additional duty of one fhilling and 
fix pence ; and after thofe rates for any greater or lefs quan* 
tity of fuch papers, padeboards, millboards, and fcale«. 
boards, refpcftivcly. 

That, towards raifing the fupply granted to His Majefty^ 
there be referved and made, payable to His Majefty, his heirs 
and fucceflbrs, an additional rent of five fhillings a week, 
to be paid during the cotitinuance of every licenfe granted 
for uiing hackney coaches withiti the cities of London and 
Wefloiinfler, and the fuburbs thereof, and the limits of the 
weekly" bills of mortality. 

That there be refefved in the receipt of His Majefly's 
Exchequer, the iurplus produce of the money to arife by 
the faid additional and new duties, above what will pay the 
intcrefl of the money borrowed, and navy and ordnance debt 
to be funded, to be applicable to the difcharge of the inte- 
refl' of the rejnainini^ navy bills, and for the payment of 
the ordnance debentures, when the falnc fhall become pay- 
able refpeftively, and for the payment of any fund or an- 
nuity which may be created for the difcharge of the faid 
4iavy bills and ordnance bebentures refpeftively. 

■ July I. 

Sir Thomas Dundas rofe to ftatc to the Houfe, that he Sir Thomai 
)iad received authentic information that the inhabitants of Dundu. 
the ifles of Shetland were in the greateft diftrefs imaginable 
for want pf food, a famine having been occafioned by the 
total failure of their harvefl laft year. Sir Thomas faid, i 

)^e would npt tal^e up the tim^ of the Houfe by entering at 

that 
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iBat moment into &ny difcDilioti of a cirenrnftaDce fo It* 
ment^ble. He doabted not but it W^s fufficieflft for bim tA 
have ftated, that the melancholy faflf exifted, to obtain the 
immediate attention of the Houfe to it. He would^ thtfc* 
fore, content himfelf with moving, *' That a Committee be 
*' appointed to iqquirc into the diftrefs of the inhabitsints of 
** Shetland, in confequcnce of the fsfntinc now raring there,** 
TheSpea. The 5^^flirr appealed to the Houfe whether that was the 
^"'^ proper mode of proceeding, as it did not ftrikc him that 

there was any precedent for it ; not thit he was prepared trf 
fay no fuch precedent^ exifled ; but he wifhed to have the 
opinion of gentlemen more experienced in the^ forms of 
the Houfe, upon proceedings of that nature, than he was, 
Mr.Dcmp- ^''* Dcmpfter cited a cafe that had happened fome time 
Aer. firtce of a fimilar nature, in Which the Ktome had interfered, 

' and by a feafonable fupply of provifions, a'flbrded fubftan- 
tial relief to a very confiderable number of diftreffed indi* 
viduals and their families in Scotland. Mr. Detnpfter flsTted 
the prefent to be a cafe equaHy deferving the attention of the 
Houfe : he faid, he had like^ife received letters of undoub- 
ted authority, communicating to him an account of thti 
Jwirticular* ; and they were fuch ai called loudly for imme- 
diate relief. The iflands of Shetland, he declared, wet€ 
as valuable as any belonging to Gre^t Britain ; they contain- 
ed an infinite number of inhabitants, who were employed 
in the fifheries. As it was of the utmoft confequencc to 
their preferVatiort that fome relief fhould be immediately 
g;ranted them, he hoped that the motion, which he conceited 
to be a motion perfectly :proper and unexceptionable, would' 
be allowed to pafs, and that aCommittee would be appoint- 
ed, and would lofe no time in making a report of the truth 
of the cafe, that the Houfe might take immediate meafiires 
for the relief of the poor diftreffed objefts. Mr. Deitopffeif 
faid, a reprefentatioh of the fadts had been drawn up by th< 
clergy of Shetlabd, and fent to London to be prefented td 
His Majcfty ; but owing to the great diftance, and the diffi- 
culty of conveyance, the letter did not reach town till t 
month after the date of it. 
fheTpev The i^tifer faid, he had no doubt of the truth 6f the 
kcr. fafts ; but he wiflied to know what was the fit mode of 

proceeding. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, the only obj6£lion he (aw in 
ccllor Pitt, tlic motion was, that it slTumed a faft which the Houfe^ 
' in point of form^ was not apprifed ofy vizt thatf a famine 

was 
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liys fiftuaUy raging ia Shetland. He fhould imagiBe, if the 
Iil9tip9 waa altered, and merely went to the appointment of 
iCloflamittfie^ it might pafs, and the end would be perfedly 

Mr. fffHorf ElHs Old, the proper mode of proceeding, Mr. weU 
bf epqeeiveds would be, tp prcfcnt a petition to His Ma- *>*>'« ^""* 
\^f upon the fubjefl:, and for that petition to be brought to 
\bp Houfe by one of His Majefty's fervants, with a meiTage 
rfoopim^ing it to the Houfe to take it into their imme- 
dUtt.oonfideration. 

The Sp$aker owned his mind went entirely with what the TheSpet* 
hobourable gentleman had fuggcfted. He explained the ^^'* 
IB(age of their proceedings where money was to be granted 
for particular purpofes. 

Mr* Chancellor Pitt accorded with what had fallen from Mr. chan. 
Mr. Ellis, and faid, it certainly would be advifeable to pro- "^*°' ****^ 
jcoed regularly, as the^y now knew what the regular mode of 
proceeding was. If, therefore, the honourable gentleman 
ivould withdraw his motion, and let a petition be prefentcd, 
in the mean time the bufiaefs Ihould be going on ; fo that in 
•laft little or no time (hould be loft by altering the manner of 
tftfatf9»ining the relief fo neceiTary to be adminiftcred. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. Edeu rofe on the reading of the bill for the regulation Mr. laeii* 
of the poft between Great Britain and Ireland, and fai«|, 
jthat be was far from feeling a wi(h to impede a meafure 
tending in any degree to promote the intercourfe betwcea 
•the tv^o kingdoms ; and that be more particularly was dif- 
^dfed to the prefent bill, becaufe it could refult only from 

epaiae and unfolicitcd fentiments of attention towards Ire- 
id, which he fhould be glad to fee exerted in infiances of 
aaore extent and importance, wherever it might be found 
compatible with our mutual interefts. The prefent aft, fo 
far a9 i( might afFe£t the revenue of the Englifh Poft Office, 
UodQubtedly was a gift to Ireland, that country having been 
coa^nfatcd by the late a£V, for her claim of the ftiare of 

Srofits on the carriage of letters between Dublin and Great 
Irit^in : as, however, he did not wifti to imprefs an idea 
on either fide of the water that the facriiice made was more 
important than it really was, he wifhed that the mover of 
the bill would think proper to ftate the expence. 

Mr.-Orrf thanked the right honourable gentleman for the Mr. Or(l,, 
inquiry : he could affure the Houfe that the expence pro- 
pofcd wonU bfi wilhia. two thoufand pounds a year ; and he 

muft 
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itiuft add, that though a compenfation had been gitren to 
Ireland in fettling the late bill, the quantum of that com-' 
penfation had been agreed when it was fuppofed that the 
claufe now offered would make a part of the bill^ and the 
claufe had afterwards been omitted. He did not wifh, 
however, to dwell on fuch an objeft in a contefl: of good 
will and good correfpondence between the two kingdoms, 
"and was very glad that the bill had a general approbation. 
Mr.Gilbert. Mr, G/7A^r/ brought up the report 'containing the refolu- 
tions of the Committee of ways and means of the pre- 
ceding day, and they were read over at full length a firit 
time. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt then rofe, and faid he wiflied to 
ceUor Put. ^ffg^ ^-^q qj. three things to the confideration of the Houfe, 
before they went into any difcuffion whatever of the fevc- 
ral refolutions that had. been juft read a firft time. The 
tax moft likely to occafion debate and to be ob|e£^ed to, 
he prefumed, was the tax on coals ; refpe£ting that tax, 
therefore, he muft obferve to the Houfe,. as had been very 
candidly and juftly remarked by a gentleman in the coiv- 
verfation that had taken place upon it in the preceding 
evening, it was fcarcely poffible for any man to fay what 
objeftions really lay againft the tax, if any, till the bill 
was before them, and the regulations it contained had 
been feen. Every thing of that nature, as gentlemen 
well knew, for very obvious and neceflary reafons^ im 
obliged to be made a fort of fecret, till a certain time;' 
•what he wifhed, therefore, was, that all argument refped- 
ing it might be referved till the bill was fairly before the 
Houfe, and that they might not proceed to try the quct 
tion that day, when they really had not the informadoi 
before them that would be neceffary to enable them to de- 
cide upon it^ In the mean time he begged leave to affure 
the Houfc, that he had not propofed the tax without hav- 
ing firft coUefted what he had conceived to be good ia* 
formation refpefting it ; to that information, howeverj he 
had not fo far furrendered his judgement, as to have come 
to the Houfe to propofe the tax, with a determination that 
nothing that gentlemen converfant with the fubjeft might 
ftate, fhould have any efFeft on his mind. He really was 
extremely defirous of obtaining the fulled infonnati(»i 
upon it, and he would fpare no perfonal eadeaTOurs to 
get at the information before the day of dtfcuffiony if the 
Houfe would confent to let that fubjeft reft till a futuie 
, ■ / daft 
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day. If from what he {bould bq able farther to colle£l, it 
ihould appear fairly and plainly to be a tax liable to folid 
aiid manifeft objeftion, he Ihould be open to conviction ; 
jor he did affure the Houfe, he was not fo n^u.h attached 
iq any proptofition as not to part with it, becaufe he had 
, bjCto the pcrfon who brought it forward. Qn the other 
'li^^d, he hoped that thofe gentlemen who had already ob- 
jected to the tax, were open to convidtion alfo ; if the rc- 
)^ulations of the bill (hould be found fo to modify the tax 
,^nd purge it of objedlion, as to remove every reafonablc 
ground of complaint, he fhould then expeft that it would 
TC deemed a good tax, and that the gentlemen in queftion 
would favour it with their fupport. He begged, at ?ny 
rate, that the queftion might not be confidcred as having 
.lieen prejudged, and that nothing that had paffed upon 
the fuDJeft might be regarded as tying gentlemen down. 
cither one way or the other, but that the queftion might 
remain open, and be brought under difcuflion free frpm 
jcvery fort of prejudice. He trufted that they all looked 
' jto one and the fame objeft, viz. the providing fuch aids 
^s fhould be produftive, and at the fame time the moft 
likely to prove the leaft burdenfome. In doing their duty 
jtr\ily, t;herefore, it was necefTary that they Ihould make 
,fuc.h a choice as was heft for the country, neither too ob- 
. 'ftinately perfevering in a fevere and oppreflive tax on the 
p^ie hand, when a better was to be had, nor lightly and 
'upon trivial grounds abandoning a tax that promifed to be 
produ£live and efficient, becaufe it was liable to fome ob- 
jcftion. After propofing to try the queftion fairly, and to 
abide by the iflue, he faid, he hoped the tax would not be 
difculTed that day. 

Mr. Jolliffe rofe, and faid the right honourable gentle- *^r. fo!- 
flian had made a very candid propofal. He muft neverthe- ^'^** 
Tjefs afEgn his reafon for disapproving of the tax. Mr. 
.Jolliffe then ftated, that the tax, from its principle, muft 
ncceflarily be produfiive of the moft mifchievous confe* 
quences; for which reafon he advifed the right honourable 
jgentleman to fubftitute fome other in the room of it. 

Mr. Walter Stanhope faid, after the handfome manner in Mr. Wale«r 
which the right honourable gentleman had fpoken upon Stanhope. 
the fubjetSl, he would ^ot oppofe the tax that day ; but he 
liad ^ propofttioh which he wiflicd to fubmit to his confi- 
deratioji, and that was, to pafs over the tax entirely that 
day? ^n^ to fufpend it till the matter had been fairly dif« 

Vol. XV. Ss guffed. 
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cufled. Mr. Stanhope faid, he fubmitted this propofidcm 
for the fake of the right honourable gentleman, whom he 
wifhed fincerely well. If the tax was known to be fttf- 
pended, the country would be quiet; but if it was under- 
ftood to be going on, fuch a clamour and noifc would be 
raifed throughout the kingdom, as never had bee© occs^- 
fioned by any tax, however unpopular, Gnce the Revolu- 
tion, or at leaft, he would fay, fmc^ the general excife. 
If the right honourable gentleman would jtake his advice, 
and agree to pafs over the tax for the prefent, he fhould 
be extremely happy, and the difcuffion would come on 
hereafter more undifturbed, and unmixed with prejudice*, 
but if the right honourable gentleman fhould be of ano- 
^ ther opinion, he could only fay, he would not that day 

vote againft the tax. 
Si'r William Sir (Villiam Cunynghame declared the tax went to deftroy 
^"^y"8- the very vitals of the part of the kingdom that be be- 
longed to. The people there muft be totally ruined by 
any tax on coals ; they had no wood to cut down to make 
fires, .and they were too poor to pay any fuch tax, as the 
right honourable gentleman had propofed; he therefore 
. fhould hold it to be his duty to give the tax a brain blow, 
if polFible, at the very firft flage of it j and for that rca- 
fon, if he was the fingle man who walked out of the 
door, he wa« determined to take the ferife of the Houfe 
. upon it that day. 
Mr. Dcmp- Mr. Dempfter rofe to intreat his honourable friend ^to for- 
^"* bear any fuch rafh intention as that he had juft ftated. 

. Mr. Dempfter faid, his honourable friend, he was perfua- 
Aq^^ was not aware what injury he would do the caufe be 
meant to fupport, by taking the fenfe of the Houfe upon 
the tax that day. After the open, manly, honoura4)le, 
and fair declaration made by the right llbnourable Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, it would be to the laft degree ilja- 
proper not to let the tax proceed a ftep farther, and torc- 
ferve a trial of the queftion refpedling it, till that trial 
could be had with .full information in their pofieffion. 
After what had pafTed that day, Mr. Dempfter declared, 
that although no man more fincerely wifhed to comply 
with what he knew to be the defire of his conflituents, 
had the right honourable gentleman piopofed a tax on the 
bible, he would that day divide with him upon it 4 and yet 
his honourable friend knew that their counti^men would 
not be very well pleafed with a tax upon the book be 6ad 

men* 
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mentioned, or think veVy highly of any man who (hould 
fupport fucH a tax. Mr. Dempfter faid farther, that the 
right . Honourable gentlenjan had done his duty manfully 
and! ably. It was an arduous and an invidious tafk to pro-r 
pofe taxes to be impofed on the People; and when a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer met the difficulty of the day 
with becoming courage, it was fhameful to fufFer him to 
ftand as the fingle object to be baited. He ought to be 
fupjjorted, and he fhould have his fupport, though hp 
Gould not approve of the whole of the taxes ; that on li- 
€enfes was an oppreff.ve, and he could fay a's unjuft as any 
tax ever propofed. Jn London, ten pounds might be a ' 
.trifle for a brewer to pay for a licenfe ; but ia Scotland, 
-which {warmed with little brewers, fuch a fum couM not be 
afforded to be paid by fcarcely any one brewer in every (hire. 

Sir ffl/liam Cunyn^hame faid nothing on earth fhould di- sirWilUam 
vert him from his purpofe. The tax would prove the an- Cunyng- 
nihilation of his country if it was fufFered to exift, and he ^^"^^' 
was determined to take every opportunity of endeavouring 
to. crulh it that offered. He <Jid afTure the right honour- 
able gentleman, that he (»j)pofed it from principle, and for 
the reafon he had flated, and not from any motive or per- 
fonal ill-will to him. 

Mr. Marjham faid, he was happy to fee the Houfe likely Mr. Mar- 
to aft in a" manner fo different from that in which he had Aam. 
expefted they would aft that day. He thought the Chan- 
"cellor of the Exchequer deferved the thanks of his coun- 
-try for funding fo much of the unfunded debt, as well as 
for the large fum he had provided taxes for. There 
were, however, fome of thofe propofed that were ob- 
jeftionable, and coals was not the only one. The li- 
cenfe on hop grounds was an extreme bad tax. It would 
annihilate all thofe who grew^a few acres of hops only ; 
and he in his confcience believed, it would rather tend to 
diminifh than increafe the revenue. 

Sir Matthew JVhite Ridby faid, he chiefly rofe to make SirM. W/ 
an apology to the right honourable gentleman for a hafly Ridley. 
cxprefBon that had dropped from him in the courfe of the 
debate the preceding day. He had faid, the honourable 
-gentlei^ah had propofed a tax on coals without knowing 
' any thing Upon the fubjeft : all he meant was, that thofe 
who had given the right honourable gentleman what infor- 
mation he had received refpefting coals, either were ig-~ 
fiorant themfelves, or they had deceived him. He there- 
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fore alked the right honourable gent]eipan!s pardonj if 
what he had faid was conltrued to be a perfonal imputa- 
tion upon him. Sir Matthew declared, he was fo per- 
fcdly awafje of the bad principle of the coal tax, that he 
had come down determined to divide ^the Houfe againft it 
that day ; 1 ut after what the night honourable gentleman 
had faid, he would not oppofe it in the prefent itage. ' 
Sir John Sir John tVrotteflcy faid, he likewife had come down de- 

Wrottefley. termined to take the fenfe of the Houfe againft the coal 
tax \ but in confequence of the handfome propofition of 
the right honourable gentleman, he would not. Sir John 
declared, the more he confidered the coal tax, the more 
he was convinced it could not be perfiftcd in, without 
proving the ruin of our manufaftures. He .offered to wait 
on Mr. Pitt with any other gentleman, and give him every 
information on the fubje6l: in his power. 
Mr. Shell-. Mr. Sheridan eameftly deprecated the honourable Baro- 
^*'»- ^ net^s taking the fenfe of the Houfe on the coal t^x that 
day. He pointed out the extreme unfairnefs of oppofing 
any tax in that flage, Haw could the honourable Baronet 
know whether every poffible obj^ftion. might not be cured 
by fome regulation or other contained in the bill ? How 
did he know that Scotland might not be wholly exempted 
from the tax? [Aloud laugh] it certainly, Mr. Sheridan 
faid, was poffible, and till the bill was before them, no 
■man had a right to contend that Scotland would not be 
exempted, although he was aware the right honourable 
gentleman had faid, he meant to extend the -tax to Scot- 
land. Mr. Sheridan declared, if his worthy friend did 
divide the Houfe, he would divide with the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer againft hihi. 

The queftion was then put, ** That thefe refolutions fee 
<* read a fecond time,'' which was carried^ and Mr, Hatr 
fel proceeded to read them one by one. 
Mr. Hufley. Mr. Hufjey rofe to fay a few words on the taxes. He 
did not think the coal tax the tax principally objelflioilT 
able \ what ftruck .him as much, if not more fo, was the 
tax on candles. It might, he knew, be faid, the amount 
was fmall, and the poor paid but little to it. The afler- 
tion was true ; but then it ought to be remembered, that 
though the tax took but little out of the pockets of the 
* poor, it took it from thofe who had but little to Ii^c onj^ 
and nothing to fpare. Trifling, therefore, as it might 
appear to men in eafy (ituations in lifej \% was 9 grievous 
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l^urden. to thp poor^ and as fuch it had bis abhorrence. 
Having faid this, Mr. rtafley went into an examination 
of the financial part of the budget. He lamented that 
Mr. Fox was abfent, for he wiflied to have anfwercd fomc 
df his remarks on the five per cent. fund. Mr. Hufley 
tbought Mr. Pitt had great merit in funding fo much of 
the unfunded d bt as he had 4one, but why not fund the 
whole of it? He thought the argument with refpeft' to 
keeping up the price of a five per cent, fund in the market 
tbld cxa6tly the other way from that In which the Chan«« 
cellor had fuppofed : he was of opinion, letting it be un- 
derftood that it would be foon paid off, would moft tend 
to keep up this price — The money lenders, Mr. Hufley 
remarked, were apt to be inconfiftent in their reafonings. 
IJitherto they had contended, that the quantity of unfunded 
debt kept the market price of all the flocks down; now^- 
when the right honourable gentleman had wilhed to fui\d 
the whole of the debt, they thought proper to object, and 
aflert, that if the whole was funded, that would keep the 
ftocks low — This was certainly inconfiftent reafoning — 
Mr. Hufley entered very much at large into the defence of 
a five per cent, fund, and could not but be of opinion,' that 
the whole of the loan would have been better had it been 
raifed in that manner. Mr. Hufley alfo repeated the quef- 
tion put the preceding day by Mr. Fox, as to what fitu- 
^tiori the navy-bill holders ftood, who fliould refufe to fub- 
fcribe to the new fund ? This queftion brought on a long 
converfation on the fubjeft. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt rofe to declare it gave him pain to Mt. Chan 
differ from Mr. Huflev, with whom he generally thought *^*^"®' ^"* 
on financial fubje£ls; out he could not approve his reafon- 
ing. that day: Mr. Pitt contended, that Mr, Hufley's pre- 
ference of not declaring the five per cent, irredeemable, 
amounted to an avowal, that it was worth while to borrow 
five per cents, that year at ninety-three, in order to pay 
them off at a hundred three years hence. 

Mr. Huffey replied, and defended himfelf from the charge 
of abfurdity. 

Lord Mahon attacked Mr. Huffey^ and faid he had not Ld.Mihoi 
^Iculated with his ufual accuracyw His Lordfliip avowed 
himfelf a. warm friend to a five per cent, confidered with 
a view to redemption. In the courfe of his fpeecb, he 
faid, he had no doubt, if the Miniftry were fuffe red to go 
oh iii the proper way in which they had begun, and to 

profe- 
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profccuted the good works they had fet on foot, but.thc 
whole of the national debt would foon be paid, [An uni-' 
verfal loud laugh I His Lordfhip declared he whs glad to 
hear the laugh, he hoped the Public felt, as the Houfe did; 
it was in that feeling he refted his hopes of the great point 
he had dated receiving completion. " . 

Mr.HttlTey, Mr. HuJley anfwered the noble Lord, and faid, happy 
as he (hould be to witnefs the payment of the laft (hilling 
of the national debt, yet he was not fanguine enough to 
expeffc it. 

Sir Charles Sir Charles Myddleton faid, that what had pafled^ on the 

Myddleton. fubjeft of the navy bills gave hira fome uneafinpfs ; if the , 
meafure propofed had any tendency to impair the confi- 
dence of the money holders in that fpecies of fedurity, it 
would be feverely felt in all future payments by the 
Navy Board. 

Mr Chan- ^^' Chancellor Pitt faid, that the right honourable 

cellorFitt. gentleman's zeal for a department which he fo worthily 
filled, led him to apprehenfions which were ill founded : 
the meafure propofed was an arrangement which the Pub- 
lic had a right to make — He never would allow that the 
navy-bill holders had a right to be paid at any given time, 
contrary to the Public convenience ; but they had a right, 
when paid, to hav^ preference according to the feniority 
of their claims, and that right he confidered as facred. 

Sir diaries Sir Charles Myddleton anfwered, that this explanation had 

Myddleton. fully fatisfied him. 

Mr. Eden. Mr« Eden faid, that this converfation between the Comp- 
troller of the Navy and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
had created a very ferious doubt in his mind, which he 
would (late to the Houfe — He had no uneafinefs for the 
money holders, who would take due care of themfelves;. 
but he felt an anxiety for the public faith, and was confi- 
dent that the Chancellor of the Exchequer meant not to • 
give any wound to it by the prefent tranfaftion ; but what 
was the fafl: ? An offer of great extent . was made to the 
holders of navy bills, under which offer they were to re- 
ceive what was defcribed to be an equivalent , in difchargc 
. of their bills, Suppofing them to accept . that propofed 
cquivdent, was it not to all interits and purpofes a pay- 
ment ? . Suppofe, then, the offer to be accepted by the 
liolders of the moft recent bills in point of date, -and to be 
decidedly rejefted by, the holder of the oldeft bills ; will 
aot the inference be, that thofe who have a facred claim 

from 
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from feniority to be firft paid, are forcibly poftponcd to 
others; and if any lofs (hould refult to them, in confc- 
. 'qvLtncCy or any incjonvenience, will they not be in titled to 
fay that they are fuffering by the falfe taith of the Public i 
He ftated this with the more earneftnefs, becaufe he wa» 
cordi^ally dcfirous to promote the meafure tQ which this 
propofition" led, namely, the eftablifhment of a ffve per 
cent. fund. He would not enter into the niceties and in- 
tricacies of that difcuffion; he had never heard it without 
fufpcGing that gentlemen in many parts of it bewildered 
their own imaginations, and the judgements ,of thofe wha 

. had liftened to them — But he would ftate one poffible 
cafe, in which there might be a clear advantage to the 
Public in a five per cent, fund : fuppofe the four per cents 
to life to par, if there were at the fame time a proportion 
of fu^ids at five per cent, they would rife to above one 
hundred and twenty; in fuch a moment, if the nation were 
able to difcharge a part of its debt, the advantage of paying 
off the five per cents, at par was great and obvious. He 
muft add, however, that he much difliked the condition - • 
annexed to the five per cents now propofed; namely, that 
they were not to be paid off till twenty-five millions of the 

'three anid four per cents were difcharged — It was a diftant 
and moft indefinite profpeil:, and might be attended with 
many collateral inconveniences, unneceffary to be defcribed 
in. the various poflible circumftances and arrangements of 
' finance. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied, that he could not admit Mr. Chm- 
that the offer of the bill holders could be produftive of any "^^^"^ ^'^^* 
breach of public faith — It was a fubftitution and not a 
payment ; it was a change of denomination of the Public 
debt, to be mad6 only by cpnfent of the creditors ; and 

Tuch creditors who chofe to ftand out would have it in 
their power. 

Mr. Sheridan argued, that this anfwer was not fatisfac- Mr, Sheri- 
tory i the word fubftitution could not change the nature of ***"• 
the thing; if the offer to the bill holders was confidered ' 

as a payment at par by the holders of the late bills and not 
by the holders of the old bills; it followed, that a prefe- 
rable payment was made to thofe who had confeffedly no 
claim to preference; he placed this idea in feveral points : 
df view — He added that the navy-bUl holders would be 
more difpofed to hold out, becaufe a famous fpeech of the ' 

. Earl of Shelburne's, under which the prefent Chancellor of 

^ - the. 
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tjxc Exchequer's filuation commenced, h^i cxpreflly ftatied^ 
tjb^t this piode o£ payment (hovijid De jdifcontinued as 
ruinous. 
Mr.Dundat Mr. Dundas anfweied, that his right hooour^ble /rieud 
certainly meant to conform to Jthe lalutaxy dodlrineg re- 
^ojnjcncnded in the fpeech alluded to 5 but it did not vary 
the prefent queftion, which was merely a^i offer to fuch 
^jiayy-bill holders as chofe to accept it, leavijig the rights 
lof all others unimpaired and untouched. 

When Mr. Hatfel (tbe cleik) came to read th^ coal-t^jc 
isefol,ution^ 
TheEarJof The Es^tI of Surrey xok and ftated his reafons for op- 
Surrey, pofij^ig it ; his Lordflup ifaid, he was convinced the jJ^m- 
,cipj[e of the tax was fo bad, that np .modification whatever 
. jQould make it fuch as ought to be adopted. In order: 
.thexefore, to afford the right honourable gentleman a0 
much time as pofUble to think upon another tax iji lieu 
.of it, he would take the fenfe of the Houfe againft it that 
.day. 
Sir Herbert. Sir Herbert Mackvjortb faid, he would not debate .tl\e tajc 
Mtckwortli'then, after the handfome manner in which the right ho- 
Aiourable Chancellor of the Exchequer ha,d expreflfed him- 
self upon the fubjeft, he only rofe .to .ftate in quc word 
^w.hy he could not approve it. Sir Herbert, then, witti 
.great eameflnefs, urged jfeveral arguments agaii\ft it^ 
, and among others faid, the poor in many parts of the 

country might be faid to liye upon the wacmth of their 
coal fire, and when fo heavy a tax was laid upqn coalsj 
.they would be deprived of their chief means of ^xif- 
.tence. 

Mr. Gafcoyne and other gentlemen objefted to it, but 
;faid they would not divide againfl it in that early ftage. Afi 
length the queflion was put ; 

Ayes, 144 

Noes, •---.- 4 

The four were. Lord Surrey, Sir William CunynghamCi 
,Mr. Huffey, and Mr. Stanley. 

When the Clerk came to the refolution relative to ord- 
nance debentures. 
Sir Herbert Sir Herbert Mackworth rofe, and very ftrenuoufly ^pleaded 
w Ack worth ijhe caufe of the holders of thofe debentures; contend- 
ing, that as they bore no intereft, and navy bills did 
after a certain period, the holders of the ordnance de- 
bentures 
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bentures, who had, during the laft war been kept out of 
their money thirty-fix months, inftead of fifteen only, 
(which was the utmoft period the debentures remained ^ 

oiKftanding formerly) were inthled to fome favour ; and 
the favour. Sir Herbert faid, would be conrpcnfated, if a| 
much of the ordnance debentures were paid oflF, as the dc^ 
bentures up to December, 1782, amounted to. 

After 3 good deal of converfation on this fubjedt and 
others of the taxes, 

- The fix firft reiblutions^of the Commrttce being read a 
fccond time, were agreed to by the Houfe, 

. The fcvenfh, eighth, ninth, tenth, elcventhjiaud twelfth 
refolutioni of the Committee being read a fecond time^ 
were, with fcveral amendments thereunto, agreed to by the 
Houfe, and^ are as follow, viz. 

That there be charged for and upon all bricks which fhall 
be made in Great Britain, by whatibever name or names 
they now are or hereafter may be called or known, a duty 
of tw6 fllillings and fix pence for every thoufand,' and fo in 
proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. , 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles, contmonly 
callcd.or known by the name of plain tiles, a duty of three 
ftiillingt for every thoufand, and fo in proportion for any 
greater or lefs quantity. 

That there be charged for and upon all tiles^ commonly 
caRed or known by the name of pan or ridge tiles^ a duty of 
eight {hillings for every thoufand, and fo in proportion for 
any greater or lefs quantity. 

. That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commonly 
called or known by the name of paving tiles, not exceeding 
ten inches fquare, a duty of one (hilling and fix pence for 
every tundred, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs 
quantity, - . , 

♦ ' That there be charged for and upon all tiles, commonly 
called or known by the name of paving tiles, exceeding 
ten inches fquare, a duty of three fhiUings for every hun- 
dred, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity, 
. That .there be .charged foV and upon all tiles, other than 
fuch as arc before enumerated and defcribed, by whatfocver 
name or names fuch tiles now are or hereafter may be called 
^rlcnown, a duty of three fhillings for every thoufand, and 
foin proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

The fubfequcnt refolutions of the Committee being rpad 
a fecond time, were agreed to by the Houfe* 

Vox-. XV. T t Jidy 
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On the report of a bill for allowing Sir Afhton Lever t» 
difpofe of his mufeum by waj of lottery, and on a motion 
for enabling him to enlarge tne period, the Earl of Surrey 
made fome farther remarks^ and the report, with the amend* 
menty was agreed to. 

The order of the day having been moved, for the Houft 
to refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Honfe, to 
take into confideration the petition of the Eaft-India Com- 
' pany, the Report of the Court of Dire£tors, ftating the af- 
fairs of the Company, and the Report of the Committee 
of the Houfe, appointed to examine into the fads dated 
In the Report of the Dire£tors, and thofe papers having 
been fcverally referred to the Committee, the Speaker left 
the chair, and Mr. pilbert took his feat at the table. 
hfr. Chaf^ Mr Chancellor Pitt then rofe and faid, although th« 
sfllUrPitt. papers upon the table involved in them many important 
and complicated confideralions, that would neceffarily call 
for a full difcuflion, yet he did not conceive that to be the 
proper moment to bring the difcuflion forwards, or that 
he fliould have any rcafon to take up any great portion of 
the time of the Houfe in ftatipg, what he ftiould think it 
neceiTary to fay, preparatory to his making the motion 
with which he intended to conclude, which 'would be 
£mply a motion for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
Che Eaft-India Company. Future opportunities of difcuflion 
of all the affairs relative to India and to the Company wouli 
offer themfelves in the progrefs of the bill, and as that dif- 
cuflion muft then be held, he fliould not for the prefent 
go much at large into the fubjedi. 'I'he rife or the down- 
fal of the Company's afiairs was an objedl that was inti- 
mately conncfted with the vigour or decline of the Britifb 
conftitution, and every effort to extricate them from diffi* 
Culties was a ftep towards national independence. What- 
ever the opinions of gentlemen might be, refpe£ling the 
courfe that Parliament ought to take with the India Com- 
pany; however involved their circumftances might eventu- 
ally prove 5 or however much the regulation of their ter* 
ritorial concerns might be coupled with political difquifi- 
tion, ftill it was his duty to enter fpeedily upon the difcuC* 
fion of their* affairs; and he would do it chearfully becaufe 
he was confcious of' the reftitude of his intentions. Wheu 
the meafure which he fliould propofe came to be difcuflcd, 

every 
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cVciy circumftance pf the Report would come properly into_ 
review; and in the mean time all that was neceflary for the 
motion with which he intended to yrouble^the Committee, 
and on which he apprehended there could be little obfef- 
vation, was, the general objeft of the Report, and the im*. 
mediate mcafure which was neceflary. In confidering this, 
he would draw the Committee to the three principal points 
in the Company's prefent neceflity. 

Firft, The debts which were flue by the Company to the 
public by the accumulation of duties, and in the difcharge 
of which unqueftionably it would be requifite for the Pub- 
lic to indulge them for a time. To poftpone the duties for 
a time was certainly an inconvenience which the Public 
could hardly bear; but as it was fo neceflary to the Com- 
pany, and as the inconvenience to the Public, though ma^ 
terial, would not be in any degree to be compared to the 
injury which they mufl: fuilain through the Company, if 
. they ftiould be diftrcflcd by forcing the payment; it was 
therefore his idea, that time fliould be given to the Com* 
pany to difcharge this debt -, but certainly the indulgence 
ihould be guarded, and no longer time be given than was 
a£l:uaUy neceflary. ' 

The fecond fubje£l in this inquiry was, the bills which 
were drawn upon the Company from India, part of which 
were now accepted, and part lymg unaccepted, or of whieh 
notice was received. 'Tnis was a queftion infinitely more 
doubtful and delicate than the preceding — It was eafy to 
comprehend the whole extent of the injury which would 
be fuftained by putting oflF the payment of the duties; but 
it was not fo eafy to perceive all the evils which might 
ibllow from fuflfering the Company to accept the bills which 
were, or which inight be, - drawn in India, He wiflied to 
a£k in this matter with extreme caution ; and he (hould 
certainly be happy in fubmitting his ideas, and in govern- 
ing himfelf by the wifdom of the Houfe, in ftriking the 
medium, and fettling how far they ought to go, and where 
to ftop in this bufinefs. 

, The third point was the dividend which the Company in 
their prefent circumftafices ought to make, and which 
inight be regulated in this bill, fo as to enable the Com«* 
pany to a£b on a certain bafis, without applying from time 
to time for authority to do it in a capricious way. Thefe 
tfar^e wfre tht chiel points on which he thought it necei&ry 
\ T t 2 tm 
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to jtnimadvert in the prefent ftage, as the topics on which 
he vt^s to ground the bill to be brought in. 

On the nrfl point, nam^ly^ the poftponing of the duties, 
it was his opinion, that they fliould be divided into parts, 
and that indulgence fhould be given to the Company to the 
end of the year 1785, for the laft-, that is to fay, that the 
duties due up to a certain time (hould be paid in fix months 
from January next, and the remainder, which might be 
due at the end of the year, {hould be paid in twelve months. 
Shorter time he did not think it would ^e advifeable to give, 
for it was better to comply with the Company's requeft in 
this refpe£l than to tie them down to feverer terms, which > 
might afterwards afford them an argument for a frefc ap- 
plication. The right honourable gentleman then proceeded 
to ftate his idteas on the fubjeft of the tills — Certainly it 
was necefiary that Parliament fhould proceed with the ut- 
moft caution. Bills to a very confiderable amount were 
already re.peived and accepted — Bills to a much greater 
,.amount were announced, and more were expefted — What 
^ / was to be done in this bufmcfs? The Company ftated in 
their Report probable grounds of belief,, that they would 1 
be in circumitances to anfwer their demands. They 
cxpofed what they believed to be the real ftate of their af- 
^ fairs — They acknowledged their prefent embanaflmcnts; 

hut they ftated the profpedls on which they made their 
application to Parliament for leave to fign the bills which 
were coming home. It appeared that they owed a debt of 
five millions in India : the accounts of-vi^hat they had fuf- 
fered by the war were not yet fully made up, nor could 
their amount be properly afcertained 5 Certainly, however, . 
their circumftances in India were not flattering ;\but with* 
out indulging too warm and flattering ideas on the one 
hand, or notions too gloomy and dejefting on the other, 
he was of opinion that there were rational profpefis of the 
Company, and fuch as wpulcl juftify.the Houfe in autho- 
rifing them to accept of the bills of which they had received 
notice He muft ftate; however, that this rational hope 
could only be fuftained by the moft rigid and inflejcible 
oeconomy — The eftablifliments muft pay the ftrift^ft at- 
tention to principles of reform, and even of parfimony— ; 
Orders muft be obeyed, and the fyftem amended through- 
out — There were but two ways of recovering the Com- 
pany — the one, that. their commerce, by the regulations 
to be made her^, ikould be rendered more produ£lire than 

of , 
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of late ; or that arrangements (hould be made in their pre- 
fidencies, and refources be found there to' maintain the ex- 
pence of their fupport, without coming on the beneficial part 
of the Company's trade at home. To accomplifli.both thefe 
objedls was what he mod defired to fee — He had hopes 
that the beneficial trade to China might be amendfcd by 
regulations in the revenue laws at home — and. he truftcd 
that wife regulations at home, properly enforced abroad^ 
might carry reform through the prefidencies. With this 
• view, and in this hope, he was of opinion that the Com- 
pany fhduld be fuffered to accept the bills of which they 
had received notice, and which were, in truth, neccffary 
to the fupport of their credit. 

It was not for him to diftate to the united wifdom of 
that honourable Houfe ; if it did become him fo to do, he 
would certainly recommend a fpeedy but prudent genero- 
iity — The wifdom of the fchemes which were then to be 
adopted, would for ever determine the confequence of the 
Eaft-India Company. Their future as well as their prefent 
credit was at that moment depending, and'upon their cre- 
dit was depending, in an eminent degree, that of, the whole 
Britifli empire. It was therefore incumbent on that Houfe, 
to determine quickly what courfe they meant to take. He 
could not fufFer himfelf to think that they would permit 
the aiFairs of the Company to become defperate, by an 
enormous accumulation of bills; He trufted that they fore - 
fiaw the danger of fuch an event, and that they would ftep 
forwards with prudence and liberality to obviate its confe- 
qu^nces. From the late enquiries which he had made 
into the ftate of the Company's finances, and from the very 
ample and fatisfaftory accounts which he bad obtained in 
confequence of thofe inquiries, he had no room for enter- 
taining a fingle idea, that the Company would. not, at the 
periods he had mentioned, be able to fulfil every engage- 
ment which they had come under to the nation. There 
might be circumftances, in the progrefs of their affairs, that 
inight difappoint their beft-founded expe£lations, and ren- 
" der their fyilems of payment abortive, lliey might expe- 
rience drawbacks from the extent of infurances on their 
/fhips and goods, or from the lofs of fhips and goods that 
had not been infured — Thefe were contingencies, againft 
the approach and efFefts of which no human fag^city could 
provide — At that moment they were unfeen, and he hoped 
dt a great diftancc^ There vvas^ he owned, a very heavy 

debt 
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debt fiinding againft the Company in India : but then be 
begged leave to communicate to the Houfe^ that the aipeft 
of things in that quarter was by no means (b unpleafant and 
gloomy as it had been frequently reprefentedj he could, 
without giving any high colouring to wb^at now exifted in 
the Eaft, aflure this country, that a few years tranquillity^ 
a fyftem of exertion and frugality, would undoubtedly ren* 
der our Indian poflfeflions affluent and profperous. That 
liTurance he gave with much pleafure; becaufe he believed 
that India would now enjoy that peace, and that Parliament 
would enforce that a6tive oeconomy, which the prefent ftate 
of aflairs fo ftrongly recommends. He then explained his 
ideas on the fubjeft of the dividend, and concluded with 
moving ** That the Chairman be dircded to move for leave 
•* to bringin a bill to go to thefe points.** 
lr.FraAc!t Mr. Francis rofe to a(k a quefiion of information from 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Obferving that' it was 
propofed to bring in a bill to permit the Court of Direc- ' 
tors to accept draughts to a very confiderable amount, which 
they were now by law rcftrained from accepting, and that 
the firft efFcA of fuch an a£l would be to prevent the bills 
being protefted for non-acceptance, he wifhed to knovic whe- 
' ther, in t^e opinion of the right honourable gentleman, the 
faith of the Leeiflature would be thereby pledged to the 
holders of the bills in any, and in what degree, to make good 
the payment, if it (houtd happen, that when the bills became 
due, the Court of Diredors flioutd be unable to diicharge 
the whole or any part of them. 1 hat as the bills now pro* 
pofed to be accepted, with others, which Would food ftand 
in the f^me predicament, amounted to fome millions fter- 
ling, it was a very ferious national confideratioo, whether 
Parliament ou^ht, in any fhape, diredly or indiredly, tQ 
make itfelf relponfible to the creditors for the payment of 
their demands. 

Mr. Francis farther obferved, that Mr. Pitt had exprefled 
a fanguine hope that great retrenchments would foon be 
made in the Company's expences in India, and a rigid oeco* 
nomy obferved hereafter; and that he had argued on this 
hope, as if it amounted to a perfeA fecurity; but tl^at for 
iiis parr, he could not conceive on what foundation fuch 
hopes of future oeconomy were entertained, unlefs they 
were derived from a knowledge of the grofleft prodigality 
and profulion, ,w1iich^ it was not denied, had prevailed, and 
fiill exiflcd in India* That^ with refpe^ to the prohibition 
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of future bills bein^ drawn on the Diredors, however pofikf 
tive and ftrift it might be, it would aiTuredly be found ia«, 
eflefiual; for that, in the^cafe of preffing exigencies abroad^ 
there might be no other refource, and neccffity would theo 
compel the Company's fervants to have recourfe to this mea- 
fure. The fimilar prohibitions, in time paft, had been at 
firong as they could be; but that reafons, whether real or 
exaggerated, had never been wanting, for inftanlly doing 
the very thing that was forbidden. ' 

Mr, Chancellor Pitt obferved in reply, that the honou- Mr* ChaiH 
rable gentleman had put a queftion to him, which any other ceUor Pits, 
gentleman was juft as competent to anfwer as he was, be-* 
caufe it was not a queftion that had relation to any faA, but 
a queftion that referred folely to a matter of opinion. For 
him, therefore, to lay down the opinion of the Houfe upon . 
the queftion, would be an unpardonable prefumpt^ion ; his 
own opinion upon the cafe put to' him, he was very ready 
to declare that moment; and his own opinion was, the Pul> 
lie had no occaiion to have any fccurity, becaufe they were 
not anfwerable for the debts of the Company. Mr. Pitt de- 
dared, he had been perfe£tly aftonifhed, when on former 
occafibns he had heard it ferioilifly contended, that when 
Parliament empowered the Company to accept bills, it 
pledged the public faith for the payment of thofe bills, and 
was bound to provide for their difcharge, in cafe the Com* 
pany (hould fail to honour them when prefented. This lan- 
guage was fo palpably, fallacibus, \Hat he imagined thofc 
who held it moft loudly had not believed what they faid at 
the time. The faft undoubtedly Was, the Public were in no 
way affefVed whatever by the authority about to be given to 
the Eaft-India Company ; for what was the authority in 
queftion, but an authority to make ufe of their own credit 
and property ? What had the Public to do with either? 
They were neither involved direftly nor indireAly, it being 
the credit and property of the Eaft -India Company folely, 
and not the credit and property of the Public, that the 
holders of the bills confidcrcd and accepted as their fecurity 
for the amount. 

Mr. Fox {aid^ he was perfeftly aware, that when Parlia- Mr.Fw^ 
ment or the Lords of the Treafury, authorifed the Eaft» 
India Company to accept bills to a greater amount than the 
300,0(X)1. to which they were limited by the regulating aft 
of 1773, the Public was not legally bound, in like manner, 
lis ji privail individual vvas bound^ when he indorfed a bill 
4 ot 
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or a note of hand, to inake^ good the psyment in cafe tho 
pcrfon who ought to pay the bill failed fo to do; bmt he moft 
ftill contend, that when Parliament afted as it had done 
with the Eaft-India Company, when it took their affairs 
wholly under its cognizance and examination, and after that 
aothorifed and permitted the Company to accept bills be- 

_ yond the Hmit to which they were rcftriSed by a former 
ftatote, Parliament in that cafe held out to the Hubluc, that 

' it was its opinion, that the bills fo accepted m-ight be pru- 
dently, difcrcetly, and fafely taken ; and by fo doing,. Par- 

'Hament, from every principle of honour and juftice, was ' 
bound, though certainly not legally bound, to take care that ^ 
.the Public fhould be no lofer by trafting to the opinion it 
had induced them to entertain. 
Mr.DiraHas Mr. Dundas faid, he was extremely happy to find the im- 
pohant point then under difcuffion agitated fo early in the 
debate. It was of infinite confequence^ that if a doubt re- 
mained floating on any man's mind on the fubjeft, it fhould 
be wiped away. In order to clear up thefe doubts^ i£ any 
there were, he. had rifen. Nothing, he faid, could be more 
certain, than that the Public, if the bill Ihould pafs, allow- 
ing the Eaft- India Co'ippany to accept bills to a^greatef , 
amount than the amount to which they were reflriftcd by 
the regulating bill of 1773, was in no .way pledgedj^ jeither , 
dire^ily or indireftly, to make good the pajmeht of thofe 
bills in cafe the Eaft-;India Company (hould fail to difcharge 
them. In order to fee this more clearly, gentlemen had only 
to refer to the caufe of the reftriftion's having been origi- 
nally impofed on the Company, and the manner in which ' 
that reftriftion "^was to be governed and to operate. In 
J773, the qucftion to whom the territprial > acquifitibns 
made by the Eaft-India Company's troops belonged, was 
{o far agitated, that a claim was fet up by Parliament, to a 
fhare of profits made by the Company; and in 'order th^t 
fuch claim might not be inequitably urged, fo as to trench 
upon what might be fuppofed to be the clear commercial 
gains of the Company, it was agreed j that the Company 
Ihould divide eight per cent- every year thatiheir aggregate 
profits amounted to ^o much; after which, the Public were 
to come in for their fhare, and to divide with the Company 
equally: but in order to prevent the Compaay from -de- 
priving the Public of the right thus eftabli(hed,.and in order 
-^to prevent them from appropriating the whole Maainder of 

^- .tbcic N 
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their profits td the payments of bills that might be fraudu- 
lently fent^over from India, they were reftnfted from ac- 
cepting bills beyond a limited amount, without the ex- 
prefs confent of the Lords of the Treafnry. The queftion 

, then came precifely to this point — ^From what was it that 
the Legiflaxure had reftrifted the Eaft-India Company? • 
Undoubtedly, from making the remainder of their profits 
liable to the payments pf the bills, accepted by them; ia 
other words, from a free ufe of their own credit and their , 
own property. Thus much, therefore, he was ready to ad- 
mit "he did, when h^ gave his confent to the Company's ac- 
cepting more bills than to the amount to which they were 
reftrifted by the regulating bill, viz. hp gave up on the . 
part of the Public, their claim to a dividend on the credit 
and property of the Company to fo much amount, as the 
amount of the bills they might accept; but to fay that he 
pledged the Public, dire&ly or indireftly, in any way 
whatever, to make good the payment of thofe bills, was a 
faft which- he flatly denied • 

Mr. Fox adhered to his opinion, notwithftanding what Mr. Fox. 
bad been urged by the learned gentleman ; for, as he had a 
Tight to prefiimc, that people would not advance their money 
to the Company in its prefent diftreffcd fituation, if they' 
thought it ftood unfupported by the Public, fohe had aright 
to argue, that their advancing their money, as foon as the 
Treafury fliould confent to the acceptance of the bills, was 
to be folely afcril^ed to the idea, that as Parliament and the 
Pfiblic ftood in the light of guarantees, that the Company's 

.refources would be found equal to all its engagements ; and, 
thei-efore, if thefe refources fliould afterwards Jfail, the na- 
tion might well be thought by the bill-holders a fecurity for 
the payment of the bills. 

Mr. Jenklnfon agreed with the Chancellor of the Exche- Mr.jenkiij. 
quer and Mr. Dundas in thinking that the Public would in <«d, 
no fhape be bound by the permiffion which they gave to the 
acceptance for the payment of the bills. He was always of 
opinion, that the Public were not in any degree whatever 
rcfponfible for the credit of the Company. The commu- 
nity at large were in fome degree afFefted by whatever preffed 
on individuals ; and individuals ftood in this relation to the 
whole, io proportion to the extent of their property ; fo that 
the natiog^l credit and that of the Eaft-lndia Company had 

' no other «Dnne£lion than that which inviolably fubfifted be- 
tween the country in general and every other trading ftock. 
Vol. XV. U u The 
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The opinion of Parliament did npt, therefore, bind the pub- 
lic funds with any additional burden, whatever might be the 
fate of this Company, He did not, for his part, appre- 
hend the Treafury in the fmalleft degree anfwerable for 
tbofc bills, any farther than afFeSed by the folvency of 
the Company, or its ability to fatisfy all its t:reditors to the 
full. The Houfe of Commons only exercifed its own judge- 
ment, which could not have any influence whatever in com- 
pelling the conftituents of that Houfe to make good the debts 
of the Company. Though Parliament were at prefent of 
opinion the affairs of the Company were promifing and pro- 
fperous, the nation was not in confequcnce pledged that 
thofe encouraging circumftances (hould in nO future period 
vndergo the leaft alteration. All reafoning which regarded 
futurity, he was fatisiied, was liable to mi{conftru£iion and 
mifapprehenfion ; but he fhould ever be of opinion, that the 
Company only was refponfible for its own credit; and that 
thofe who poffeffed ftock on any other principle were in an 
crrorjk which, however, he trufted might prove an harmlefs 
one, but which, in the event of a failure in the Company, 
would draw along with it the moft fatal and diftreffing cir- 
cumftances. He, for one, fhould be extremely forry in- 
deed, to find the Public loaded with all the debts of all the 
corporations and trading companies, to the affairs of which 
fome interference of Parliament might have been found nc- 
ceiTary. This would hang like a millftone about the neck 
of the nation, and muft inevitably fink our credit for ever. 
But the fafl: was otherwife. No one ever dreamt of fuch ft 
thing; and he was happy to forefee that the event would not 
occafiort bringing the matter to a^ ifTue. 
Mt. Fraft. Mr. Francis faid, Sir, ^he anfwer given by the right ho- 
^^\ nourable gentleman is fufiiciently clear and precife, and, as 

far as his opinion goes, certainly precludes all idea of Par- 
liament's becoming anfwerible, at any time, for any confe- 
queneeswith which its own aft, in this refped, may be at- 
tended. But I confefs, Sir, that the anfwer, though clear 
. and determinate, is, to my mind, by no means fatisfaftory. 
I never imagined that Parliament would, in any cafe, be 
ftriftly and legally bound todiicharge the bills, as an indor- 
fer would be, ot that the creditors would have an a£tioa 
againft Government; but I did, and do ftill apprehend, 
that by the aft propofed, the public honour would be in fome 
f©rt engaged to thofe perfons, who, contiding in the wifdom 
' ^ndjufticeof Parliament, would not conceive it poffible that 

the 



A. 1784. DEBATES. 

the Legiflatqre, aiTuming and cxefciiing, as it does, a coq- 
fiaot control over the Company's affairs, would take off '^a 
exifting reftraiat, and'give the Company an exprefs perijnlf- 
fion to engage for the payment of demands, which Parlia- 
ment was not perfedly aifured thac the Cotnpany would be 
able to difcharge. The feole of the Legiflaturc, to this 
effcfl, will be declared by the permiffion it gives, which the 
creditors will conclude is founded oti a ftriA inquiry and cer- 
tain knowledge, and which, therefore, they will receive, 
and are entitled to confider, as a parliamentary fccurity.' 
My quclVion, tl\crefore, was not unfeafonable oi" fdperflu- 
ous. It appears that a different opinion prevails on this fide 
of ^hc Houfe, (turning to Mr. Fox, at^^vhich the Treafury 
Bench laughed.) I never knew till this day, that the right 
honourable gentleman near me had ftarted a doubt, at any 
former time, on this fubje6t. I am not a party m%n in this 
or aHy'other queftion. 1 have not the honour of living in 
any lia.bits of acquaintance with .the right honourable gen- 
tleman, nor do I believe that I ever fpoke fifty words to him 
above once in my lift. My doubts arofe upon the inflant, 
and while the right honourable gentleman oppofite to me was 
propoling that part of his intended bill. Surely, Sir, there 
is nothing very abfurd in thcdiflinftion between a legal and 
an honourable obligation ; and though I do not contend that 
the ictaim of the creditors can be inforced by a legal procefs, 
I ftill think that, if this aft paflTes, they will have a power- 
ful claim upon the public equity and the public faith. At all 
events. Sir, lince a doubt appears to exifl, and fince it is 
poifiblc that the parties concerned may view the fecurity 
held out to them in the fame light that I do, I think it would 
be advifcablc to infert a claufe in the bill, declaring the fenfc 
and intention of the Legiilature to be, that they do not 
■vouch for the fecurity which they permit to be given, and 
that they are in no fenfe engaged at any period to make it 
good. By fuch a declaration it cannot be denied that Par- 
liament would fland clear of all fclaim on the part of the cre- 
ditors. But even then, Sir, we fhall pot have done all that 
we are in duty bound 10 do. • We are not only bound to pre- 
clude the poffibility of any claim being urged againfl the 
Public, but we are to take care not to fuffer Parliament to 
be in any^fhape partakers in an error, or accomplices in a 
deception that may poffibly miflead, or be praftifed by 
others. The Uireftors fay they fhall be able to difcharge 
tb$ bills in qucftioa at certain flaied- periods. Before wa 
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give them pcrmiffion to undertake this engagement, let us be 
very fure that they will be able to perform it. Their ac- 
counts are before us ; your Seleft Committee have gone into 
a ftrift examination of them, and have made you a Report. 
Let us fee what the refulf of it is. \ have examined thcfc 
accounts and Reports with all the diligence and attention m 
my power ; and I mean, if the Houfc will allow me, tQ 
ftate briefly what conclufions I have drawn from them ; but, 
as the matter is in itfelf extremely dry and intricate, abd aft 
It is difficult even for men of longer praftice and greater 
ability than I pretend to, tb fpeak clearly and intelligibly 
upon long and perplexed calculations, I muft folicit a great 
deal of indulgence. I am not accuflomed to fpcak in pub- . 
lie ; and I very much fear, that, although what I have to 
fay is clear enough in my own mind, it will appear in great 
difordcr. But before I enter into this part of my fabje£t, I 
have one obfervation to make, in reply to many things that 
have been eloquently urged, and flrenuoufly iniifted on, by 
the right honourable mover of the bill. He exprcflly admits, 
that great and boundlefs prodigality has exifled in the ma- 
nagement of the Company's affairs, and that the Servants 
abroad have been guilty of repeated afts of the groffefl and 
moft daring difobedience of orders. From this ftate of fafts 
he makes a fudden tranfition to a diflFerent profoeft, and 
I looks forward to an oppofite fyilem, without any data that I 

can difcover, unlefs it be the ufual promifes of unufoal vi- 
gour on the part. of the Dircftors, and of thrift and fub- 
miffion, equally unufual, on the part of their fervants. 
, ^ From premifes fuch as thefe, and which have exifted in ad 
much apparent force during the laft twenty years as they do 
at this moment, the right honourable gentleman rapidly 
concludes, that obedience and CEConomy will infalHby pre^ 
vail hereafter. It may be fo. The right honourable gen- 
tleman's fpeculations may be better founded than mine. I 
(hall leave him in poflTeflion of his hopes, without relinqviih- 
iog my own fears ; obferving only, that there is this effqn- 
tial difference between us, that my apprehenfions are fouor 
ded in experience, and that his expectations are oppofed 
' to it. 

Sir, I^propofe toconfider the a£tual ftate of the Compa- 
i ny's affairs, as reprefentcd in the papers before us, under 
four principal heads ; premifing only, that I fhall content 
myfelf with ftating grofs Turns ur>der each head, and not at- 
tempt to enter into a detail of the articles of which the .to- 
tals 
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tals roay be compofed, as I do not believe it poflible to make 

fuch a detail intelligible to the Houfe. With rcfpeft to af- 

> fertions, or mere matters of faft, I muft deJire it to be un- , 

derftbody that I conftantly ground myfelf on the authority 
. of the Report from the Seleft Committee, and take their 
afiertions for granted, having no other teft or evidence by 
i/^htch I could canvals the ftatcments produced by the Court 
of Dircftors, but the documents produced by your Com- 
mittee. I am, therefore, not anfwerabJe for any thing, but 
for the. ufe I may make of thofe materials. 

The Court of Directors, in their Firft Report, have laid 
before you an eftimatc of receipts and payments in England 
for a period of fix years, ending in March, 1790, which 
they fupport by another eftimate of the value of goods re- 
maining now, or to be imported into England within that 
period, and of the funds out of which fuch goods are to be 
provided. On a rough computation of the amount of fcve- 
ral- articles of credit in this latter eftimate, to which your 
Cpflnmittee have objefted, and of feveral articles of debit, 
which the Directors have either tinder rated, or not charged 
at all, I am of opinion, that on their fix-years eftimate 
riicy have taken credit for at leaft three millions too much. 
Other calculations, made by gentlemen who underftand the 
fubjed better than I do, carry the deficiency much higher, 
and even to the amount of fom* millions more than I have. 
My computation, I am fure, is much within the truth. 

The Direftors, in another paper, (No. 4) have exhibited 
an eftimate of what they call their neat revenues in India m 
time of peace, and of the annual eftablifhed charges to ht 
^defrayed out of them. Availing myfelf of the remarks 
which your Committee have made on this account, in which 
I intirely concur, I fay, that the Direftors have under rated ^ 
the charges to the amount of 882,080!. a year, which> in 
fix years, will amount to 5,292^480!. ; that they have omit- 
ted to provide for the intereft of their bond debt in India, .to 
the amount of 400,000!. a year, which, in fix years, comes 
to 2,400,0001. and that they have taken credit for an in- 
creafe of revenue from Benares, and from the Calcutta cuf- 
toms,' to the amount of 292,500!. which, I am convinced, 
will never be realifed, and which, in fix years, will amount 
to 1,755,0001. Thefe feveral fums taken together, come ^ 
to 9,747.480!. from which it will refult, that, inftead of 
having an annual furplus in India of 1,091, 5461.- as the Di- 
rcftors have ftated, the annual balance againft their Indian 

revenue 
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revenue will be 1,624,580!. and yet nothing allowed for 
vidualling the King's Chips and pa^ of regiments, which 
already amounts to 782,3911. and that the whole t»ver cre- 
dit, -tiken by the DireSors in the above two eftimatesi 
• amount to 12,747,480!. on the eftimated period of fix years. 

The third material point to be ODnfidered is the amount of 
bills unpaid, and already drawn or expe£bed by the Compa- 
ny ; and thefe, by a. paper produced to your Committee, 
(Appendix, No. 7) appear already to amount to theenor-^ 
mpus fum of 4,819,236!. The Direflors, in their eftimatc^ 
fupjxjfe that bills may be drawn to the amount of 5,655-668!. 
in the whole period of fix years, apd for that demaoa they 
profefs to make a provifion. It appears then, that by far 
the greateft part of the fum, fo provided, is already abforb- 
ed, and that only 835,432!. is left to anfwer all the bills 
that may be drawn in the four laft years of the eftimated 
perio.l. 

The amount of the Company's debts in India comes next 
into view ; and however lightly it may be valued by tbp 
Court of Direflors, or how little foever thofc gentlemen 
may profefs to regard the preffure of fuch a burden, or con- 
fidently to rely on the means of removing it,, undoubtecfly 
it will be confidered by this Houfe as an objeft of ihfi moft 
ferious and alarming nature. I fhall content myfelf with 
ftaiing the fafts to you, and leave them to your refleftioas 
without farther comment. 

I find by the Report of the Direftors, correfted by your 
Committee, that the debt in India amounted, by the laft 
advices, to 6,192,207!. * and this you are told is likely to 
' ■ be liquidated in procefs of timcj partly by the appropriatiofi 
of certain debts charged upon fome of the ruined princes 
and infolvent renters of lands in India, to the amognt of 
2,470,394!. of which the Direftors themfelves fuppofe a 
confiderable part to be bad, at the fame moment that they 
take credit for the whole of it, which I am of opinion is not 
worth a fhilling. The other fund, out of which the debt is 
to be difcharged, is to confift of fuppofed favii^gs out of a 

* Debts dated by the Directors - - 49 799>707 

putftandmg at Madras - - - - 500,000 

JJewloan, Bengal * • • -. 5611, 500 

Arrears of Pefhcufii « - - ;. 330,000 

iC6>i92y2<>7 

fuppofed 



A. 178^- DEBATES. 335 

foppofed annual furplus of revenue in India, ftated by the 
DireAorsat i,09i,546L which ought, in truth, to be con- 
verted into an annual deficiency of 1,634,580!, by which 
their debts will be annually increafed inftead of diminiflied. 
In thi&ftatement of the bonded cjebt, I find nothing charged 
for outftanding debts at Bombay, which muft be confidcra-r 
bic. No account of them is produced. But you may judge 
of the condition of public credit at that ptefidency from 
thi» extraordinary faft : by the laft advices their bonds, 
bearing an intereft of nine per cent, wepe at fifty per cent, 
difcount, and the government were not poffeffed of a rupee \ 

t# pay either principal or intereft. 

• There is another paper or eftimatc before you, which cer- 
tainly would deferve the moft attentive confideration of the 
Houfe> and which 1 (hould have examined with the ftridefl 
care, as the matter of it falls within my own knowledge ra-^ 
ther more than any other part of the prefent fubjc£t, if cerr 
tain other accounts, by which alone the truth or fallacy of 
this eftimate could be afcertained, had been produced by the 
Diredors. The account I fpeak of is an eftimate of the 
probable receipts and dilburfements of the Bengal Goverii- 
m«nt, for one year, from April, 1783, to April, I784» 
You may remember, Sir, that when I moved for a copy of 
this eftimate about a fortnight ago, I did at the fame time 
defire, that the accounts of the a£tual receipts and dilburfe- 
xnentd^, up to the lateft period. to which they were received, 
might belaid before the Houfe. I find now. Sir, that, al- 
though you have an eftimate of probable receipts and dif- 
burfements to April, 1784, you have no account of aAual 
receipts and dift)urremcnts later than to April, 1 781, and 
your Committee tell you, that no later accounts have been 
fent home. Now, Sir, this faft alone is to me, and, 1 dare 
fay, will be fo to thp Houfe, a juft and fufficient reafon for 
rejeding and difcarding the eftimate at once, as a paper 
\iirhich has ^no claim whatever to our confidence, and to 
which no fort of credit is due. The accounts of the a dual 
receipts and dift)urfements of one year, is the natural, ne- 
cefi'ary, and indifpenfable foundation of the eftimate of the 
next. The fiift is the officul, the true, and, indeed, the 
only evidence by which the fecond can be fupported. You 
cannot ofiitially fay, that an eftimate of the eniuing year '\% 
true, or even that it is probable, unlefs you have the power 
of comparing it with the adual accounts of the collections 
and expences of the preceding years* To withhold fuctv 

evidence 
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evidence is, in the firft place, a very criminal heglc£l of duty 
in the fervants abroad : to exped that, without it, the l^i- 
redors fhould place any confidence in their efthnates, is, in 
my mind, an inftancc of prefumption ; and, finally, they 
fQrce us to this obvious and natural conclulion, that not only 
their eftimate defcrves no credit, for want of the documents 
, that naturally and neceffarily belong to it, but that thofedo- 
camenjts would not have been withheld, if they did not ex- 
hibit fuch a view of the Company's affairs as the fervants 
abroad did not dare to fend home. From the premifes I 
have ftated, I have a right to the concloiion ; and though 
hereafter it fhould appear that, in fad:, the flate of things 
abroad were better than I prefume it to be, the parties have 
no right to complain, fince the concluiion J draw to their 
diiadvantage is founded on their own a£t, or, rather, on the 
omiffion of an effential part of their duty. For thefe rea- 
fons. Sir, I fhall treat this eftimate, as I think the Houfe 
ought to do, with perfeft difregard. One obfervation only 
occurs upon the face of it, which I borrow from your Com- 
'xnittee, and which certainly is too material to be oaiitted. 
The eftimate acknowledges a balance againft the Company 
of fifty -fix lacks of current rupees, which it allows to be the 
exceeding of the expence beyond the refources of the y=car 
in queftion. To this great fum your Committee have added 
two other articles of over credits taken, which increafe the 
annual deficiency to one hundred and twenty lacks^ or to 
1,350,0001. 

Permit me now, ^ Sir, to confider the Company's af&iVs 
in another point of view. Let it be fuppofed for a moment, 
that all the calculations made by your Committee go upon 
falfe faAs, or upon miftaken principles, that all their coi>> 
clufions are faliis, and all their ohjeflions groundlefs. Sup* 
pofing all this were admitted by me, and taken for'grantcd 
by the Houfe, there ft ill remain two confiderations, which, 
on the principles aftumed by the Court of Directors them* 
felves, attack the whole fabric of their accounts, and (hake 
it to its foundation. The firft of thefe confiderations be- 
longs, in a more efpecial manner than perhaps any other, to 
the department and office of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. I mean only to bring'it into view, and to draw his 
attention to it. The Court of Diredors fuppofe, that in 
the courfe of the year 1784, the Company may, be able to 
, • fell the bonds which have been paid in lately at their fales,* 
and hereafter to keep in circulation the fum of two milUons 

of 
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of bonds; and they admit, that if this cannot be done, the 
bonds may be paid in at the fales inflead of cafh, and all 
prefent eftimatcs be thereby fet afide* The fafll: is, that on 
the 31ft of May laft the bonds, which either they had not 
been able to iflue, or which had been paid in again at their 
fales, amounted to 587,200!.; and on this point yourCom* 
mittec properly, and judicioufly obferve, *^ that it appears 
** very doubtful whether the circulation prefumed by the 
** Direftors can take place under all prefent circumftanccs, 
*' and fubjeft to a plan of management which implies a dc- 
** creafe of difburfements and an increafe of receipts.'* 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer has informed the Houfc^ 
that it makes part of the plan of the prefent year, to circu- 
late three millions and a half of Exchequer bills on account 
of Government. Now, Sir, it is for him to confider whe- 
ther thcfe two circulations of paper can exifl together, to 
the extent that is propofed, and whether one of them will 
not materially affeft and embarrafs the other. Thequeftion, 
I confcfs, is beyond my reach ; and I do not prefume to 
ofier an opinion upon it. 

Of the fecond great confideration, which, as I apprehend, 
annihilates afl the eftimates of the Dire£tors at once, I am a 
little more capable to judge. The Houfe undoubtedly has 
obferved> that all thefe eftimates go upon one principle, or, 
rather, upon one prefumption, viz. that peace exifts in In- 
dia, and that it will exift, without interruption, to the end 
of the period to which the eftimates are carried. In their 
, Second Report they fay, that, "from all their advices, 
*^ there appeared no ground to doubt but peace would very 
*' foon be made with Tippoo Saib, and be ..thereby cora- 
*' pletely eftablifticd over all India.** You will recoUeft, ' 
^ir, that I took the liberty fome days ago, (i 6th June) to 
exprefs a different opinion on this fubjeft, and ftatcd. to the 
Kbufe that I had reafon to fufpeft that the Direfl"ors were 
not completely warranted in making this declaration to Par- 
liament. At all events, I thdbghi it extremely neceffary that 
the Houfe (hould fee on what fpecific ground fuch affurance 
of peace was adopted by the Direftors, and folcmnly deli- 
vered to Parliament. You may alfo recoiled. Sir, with 
wliat flight and difregard that propofition was treated. Ic 
yras expreflly called improper and prematurfe, as if I had 
groflly injured the Direftors by queftioning the truth of 
iheir affertions, or wifhed to ttyd^ the Company by di- 
yulging their political fecrets. It now appears, I think. 
Vol. XV. Xx that . 
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tbat my.quefiion was net quite fo abfutd and groundlef^ as 
it was then reprefented. Such a qutjftion of fa£t could not 
be a matter of indifference at any time, and efpecially at a 
time when the fuppofition of peace was made the foundation 
from which the actual and future circumftances of the India 
Company were to be inferred; and when, from that infe- 
rence, meafures of pracStice were to be inftantly refolved on. 
If there be peace in India, the principle of the calculations 
made by the Direftors is fo far fupportid. Armies may 
then be reduced, and expences may then be retrenched ; but 
if you reverfe the fa6l, the Diredtors are obliged, by their 
own way of reafoning, not only to relinquifli their conclo- 
fion, but to reverfe it. As long as a war continues in India, 
not only no retrenchments can he made, but the fame caufes 
. of expence which have brought the Company to their 
prcfent diftrefs, muft continue to operate; and every 
fuppofed faving, for which they have taken credit with 
as much confidence as if they had the produce of it in 
their treafury, muft be converted into an exceedir\g of ex- 
pence. 

You have now upon your table, Sir, a letter from the 
Governor General and Council of Fort WilKam, dated the 
7th of February laft, to which the attention of the Houfe 
has been particularly called, and which certainly deferves it. 
In this letter you are told, ** tbat the negociation for peace 
** does not promife fo much fuccefs' as firft appearances 
** led to expeft ; that the fteps which Tippoo had takeo^ 
** were fuch, as left Nana little or no hopes of his acqui^^ 
•* efcence in the treaty, and that the Seleft Committee of 
*« Madras, were endeavouring to get their army into the field 
** as faft as poffible." Such is the pacific ftate of your affairs 
in India, notwithftanding the pofitive aflurances very lately 
given you by the diredlors, " that there appeared no grounds 
«* to doubt but peace would very foon be made with Tippoo 
** Saib, and be thereby completely eftabliflied over all India.'* 
In this place. Sir, it is fair in me to obferve, that, when I 
moved for papers, tending to e£ablini the probability, if not 
certainty, of peace in India, it was cojifidered as a propofition 
dangerous to the Company's credit, and leading to a difco- 
very of the important fecrets of their ftate. But now, it 
feems, there is no fort of danger in divulging intelligence 
which eftabliflies the certainty of war. The moment tbefo . 
advices arrive, they are laid before the Houfe, and inftantly 
ordered to be printed and publiflied. Undoubtedly i( was 

right 
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right to do fo — Tranfaftions in India cannot be made too 
public : in truth, there is.no danger from any thing but con- 
cealment. But how is it poflible to reconcile the objections 
made to the produftion of the papers moved for by me, with 
the inftant publication of the prefent intelligence? 
• By the fame conveyance, the Houfe is in poffeffion of an 
extraordinary letter from Mr. Haftings, Confidering the 
eagei'nefs with which it is produced, I prefume that fome 
important conclufions are meant to be deduced from it.— i- 
On this letter I (hall beg leave to offer you a few obferva- 
tions. I am thoroughly acquainted with Mr. Haftings's 
ftlle, and with the rapidity of his invention — I know the 
powers of l)is pen, and how implicitly he confides in them — 
I know that, between a feeble memory and a brilliant ima- 
gination, he is apt to fall into fuch a total mifconception 
of fadls, as would be very diftreffing to his argument, if it 
were not united with an unlimited command of words. Mr, 
Haftiftgs tells you, Sir, *« that, during a period of five years, 
** he has maintained a continued and defperate flate of war 
** in every part of India." Hitherto, Sir, this war has been 
called profperous; hitherto you have heard of nothing but 
compleat viftories and decifive fucceffes in every quarter — 
Hitherto the flate of the war has been reprefented to be fuc- 
cefsfiil. But now, it feems, the fa<£ls are fuddenly altered — 
It now anfwers the purpofe of the moment to confefs the 
truth — - Your diflrefles are acknowledged, in order to exalt 
the wifdom, the vigour, and the policy, by which they have "" 
been relieved. What yeflerday was profperous, to-day is 
^efp^rate. 

Proceeding in n narrative of events which he perfuades 
himfelf may have happened, Mr. Haftings afTures you, 
" that he has fupported your other prefidencies, not by 
•* fcanty and ine^flual fupplies, but by an anxipus antici- 
•* pation of 41II their wants^ and by a mofl prompt and libe- 
^* ral relief of them." If thi« defcription be corred, Bombay 
and Fort St. George mufl have been nurtured in the lap of 
luxury. It. is impoffible that, in the very period referred to 
by Mr. Haflings, they fhould have incurred a debt of two or 
three millions, and drawn upon the Directors for a millioa 
more. Yet the accounts on your table fuppofe that they 
have done fo — He fays, " that he has affifted the China 
" trade, and provided larger inveflments from Bengal than 
*< it had ever furnifhed in any given period of the fame 
*^ length;" and theh he folemnly and deliberately concludes, 

_ xax: "thot^ • 
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*.* that, in the performance of thefe fer^ices, he had fought 
" but little pecuniary afliiiance from home; and that, un- 
V willing to add to the domeftic embarraflments of his ho- 
** nourabie employers, he had avoided drawing on them 
*• for fupplies on many occafions that would have juftified 
^* him in feeking fuch affiftance." Mr. Haftings, I conr 
elude, keeps no account of his drafts on the DireSors; or, 
perhaps, he fuppofes that, they keep none. Unfortunately 
for both parties, the accounts exift, and are now upon your 
liable — By thefe it appears that, exclufive.of bills already 

• paid by the Company fince the commencement of the war, 
and which njuft have amounted to a very confiderahle fum, 
the bills now received or advifed from Bengal alone, an4 
not paid, amount to 3,416,2851.! and this is the proof of 
Mr. Haftings's unwillingnefs to add to the domeftic embar^ 
raffments of his honourable employers, 

I fliall not enter minutely into the flattering account 
which he thinks it fuits his prefent fituatfcn to give you, of 
the profperous flate of Bengal — It is no ealy matter to re- 
fute general aflertions concerning an objeft fo far removed 
from your view, nor would it be fair, perhaps, to canvafi 

. the literal veracity of a poetical defcription. Mr Haftings's 
judgement, now and tlien, is hurried away by his genius^ 
He abandons himfelf to hf^ pen, and writes, curnnte calamo^ 
whatever the convenience of an infiant argument dictates to 
his mind, without refledling on any thing which the Cervice 
of the moment might have engaged him to fay yefterdayj 
or looking forward to any thing which the fpur of the occa* 
fion may incite him to fay to-morrow. But to a defcription 
which it is not in my power to confute, he has ad^ed fome 
fpecific evidence, which I fliall take the liberty to examine, 
becaufe it is of an examinable natu|:e in itfelf, and happens 
to be familiar to me. 

' To prove to you the flouriihing circumftances of his gOr 
yernment in December laft, he fends you a ftate of the trea* 
fury of Fort William, of the fame date with his letter; and 
I freely admit, that the evidence of this document \i pro- 
perly appealed to. The proof produced direfSlly relatefs to 
jthe propofition, and is ftri&ly applicable to it. Witn re- 
fpeft to the ability or difability of the govcmnient ot 'Bengal 
to carry on current fervices, to anfwcr immediate demands, 
or to provide for a6lual expences, the balance of quick ftock^ 
let ijt t)e ever fo great, proves nothing. Propertv of any 
other kind proves nothing. The ftatie^ pf the Trcafury, 
efpecially if taken at a favourable period^ is the trpe teft of 

the 
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tbe ability of Government and of the refources of the coun- 
try. The Twafury at the Prefidency is the gran^ refer voir 
into which the colledlions from the other treafuries necefli- 
rily and naturally flow. It may be accidentally drained by 
a fudden demand, but, in the ordinary courfe of the collec- 
tions, it will foon be repleniflied. Whereas, if the refer voir 
be dry, you may be perfectly affured, that all the fources and 
4II the channels by which it was fupplied are dry likewife. 
jkow, Sir, having acknowledged -the competence of the evi- 
.d^nce, let us confider what it proves. The firft article in 

^tbe account, as it naturally Ought to be, is that of ready 
money ; and, after all you have heard, would you believe it 

. poffible, that in the treafury of a country, whofe annual 
. jfcvenue is computed at four or five millions, and which, as 
Mr. Hallings afTjres vou, has enjoyed the clear and unin- 
terrupted funfhine of wealth, peace, and abi^ndance, there 
fliouid be only five thoufand five hundred, and that too at 
;at favouaable period of the colled^ions, as the-months of No* 
vember and December unqueftionably are? In other aflets 
and fecurities, credit is taken for about forty thoufand 
pounds more ; and this was the whole of the exifting fund 
of the tiourilbing government of Beligal. 

The exifting demands againft it are not confined within 
the fame limits. On the face of the account, the acknow- 
kdged debt againft a fund of fifty thoufand pounds, exceeds 
two millions ; yet even this debt is npt ftated as it ought to 
be. While I was in the government of Bengal, the amount 
~of orders of council on the treafury iflued, and not paid, was 
always ftated at the foot of the account. In this account 
that article is omitted ; and I find by another paper that it 
amounted to current rupees 59>33-73S» or above 600,000 1. 
It is proper the Houfe ftiould be apprized, that heretofore 

. thefe orders were always confulered like bank notes, equiva- 
lent to ready money, and that they are hawking about 
Calcutta at four per cent, difcount. The treafury of Fort v 
William, in effed, is fhut ; or it is only open for the pur- 
pofe of receiving money for drafts on the Diredlors. 
Neither is this all the debt in Bengal : a quantity of treafury 
certificates, of -^hich the amount does not appear, are cir- 
jculating at eight per cent, intereft. Of thefe no notice is 
taken in the ftate of the treafury; th ugh, in effed, they 
fliake parr of the bonded debt, and ought to be added to it. 

In farther fupport of his letter, Mr. Haftings has fent yoa 
an jeilimate of the probable receipts and difburfements in 
Bengad for five months, ending in April 1784. In the firft 

place. 
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place, Sir, a paper of this nature, if it pretends to official 
authority, or if it lays claim to official credit, ought regu- 
larly to be recorded on the confultations, andi tranfmitted by 
the .Governor general and Council collcftiyely to the Court 
of DireSors. The forms of the government eftabliflied by 
law, both abroad and at home, require that courfe of pro- 
ceeding, and acknowledge no other. But waving this ob- 
jedion, I infift upon another, which 1 have already urged 
againft the eftimate for the wjiole year, that it is not even 
now accompanied by that evidence, by which it ought to 
have been long ago preceded : I medn the account of chtf * 
adtual colledlions and difburfements of the preceding years. 
It is not, therefore, in my power, if I were ever fo well in- 
clined, to enter into the fpecific merits of this eftimate, 
much lefs to afcertain the probable truth or falfehood of the 
credit given or taken in it. One obfervation only is fuffici- 
ently obvious, and that, perhaps, may be thought decifive* 
Mr. Haftings forms a partial eftimate of receipts on the five 
moft produdlive months of the year, for in fome months 
the cohesions are very heavy, and in others produce no- 
thing ; yet he has been forced to leave an acknowledged 
balance of twelve lacks, or 125,0001. againft even that con- 
jedlural eftimate, and notwithftanding he has taken credit 
for twenty- five lacks, or 260,0001. for new drafts to 
that amount, to be drawn on the Court of Diredlors, and 
to be applied to the fervice of the five months in queftion. 

Theie inftances, I believe, may be fufficient to convince 
the Houfe, that Mr. Hafiings's judgement does not travel, 
quitfe fo faft as his imagination. Undoubtedly he is a perfon 
of uncommon abilities. No man knows them better than 
I do. No man has tried them more than I have done. Arid 
yet. Sir, it is a moft fingujar truth, that, during his whole 
government, almoft all his fchemes have defeated themfelves,' 
that his moft peremptory and deliberate political opinions 
were thofe, in which he has found himfelf moft completely- 
deceived; and that he has repeatedly been duped by the 
Indian princes, who, though far inferior to him in talents, 
have an advantage over him in other qualifications. On 
this fubjed I cannot appeal to better evidence, or to more 
powerful authority, than that of the learned gentleman op- 
pofite to me (Mr. Dundas). He has made himfelf mafter of 
all the late tranfa6tions in India, and has reported them co- 
pioufly to the Houfe. He will therefore fupport me if I am 
right, or corre6t me if I fhbuld be miftaken about the fafls 
I am going to mention. For more than two years together 

Mr. 
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Mr. Haftings had ftudioufly cultivated, and perfuaded him 
felf that he had gained the triendfhipof a Marattah prince^ 
called Moodajee Boofla, the Raja of Berar. On the ftrength 
of a fuppofed concurrence of views and union of interefts be- 
tweien himfelf and the Rajah, Mr. Haftings, in the year 1778, 
formed a plan of conqueft and ambition, the object of which 
was nothing lefs than to difmember the <3ominions of the 
Nizam of the Decan, and to fubdue the whole Marattah 
empire. Mr. Haftings entered direftly upon the execution 
of his part of the projedt, but never, never, could prevail oa 
his friend Moodajee to join him. On the cont^^ary, it was 
difcovered^ after two years negociation, during; which the 
Rajah paid many compliments to the profound wifdom of 
Mr. Haftings, that, during all this time, he bad been em- 
' ployed in forming, an offenfive alliance between the Marat- 
tahs^ the Nizam, Hyder Ally, and himfelf, for the purpofe 
of extirpating the Er^lifli out of India. In the midft of the 
warmeft profeffiony of friendfliip for Mr. Haftings, this wor- 
thy prince fent an army to the frontiers of Bengal, which^ 
Mr. Haftings. was at laft obliged to buy off with three liun- 
dred thoufand pounds of the Company's money, beftdes a 
fupply of fubfiftence while they ftaid. Allow me to men- 
tion another ftriking inftance of the fallibility of Mr. Haf- 
tings's politics. He never could be perfuaded that it was 
even poffible that Hyder Ally fliould invade the Carnatic. 
He faid then, what he does now of Tippoo Saib, that it was 
utterly incompatible with his views, interefts, and political 
fituation, to engage in a quarrel with the Englifti power ; 
and I confefs he fupported nis opinion with fo many plaufible 
arguments, that 1 myfelf began to think he might have r^a- 
fon on his fide. In three or four mopths after the delivery 
of thefe opinions in Bengal, Hyder Ally invaded and ovetran 
the Carnatic. 

But f need not go hack for proofs of the facility with 
which Mr. Haftings fuffers any favourite idea to miflead 
him. In the letter now before you, of the 16th of Decem- 
ber, he affures the Direftors, that "acefTation of hoftilities 
" has taken place with Tippoo Saib, and that in all probability 
" it would be followed by, a confirmed peace ;" and then he 
proceeds to afiign many admirable r^afons for concluding 
that . " Tippoo 3aib will not commit himfelf to a new fcene of 
*♦ hoftilities with theEnglifli nation." Unluckily for the credit 
of Mr. Haftings's fpeculations, his fecond letter, of the 7th^ 
of February, completely overfets the firft, " The negociation 
<« for peace no longer promifes fuccefs ; thQ fteps taken by 

Tippoo 
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«*'Tippoo Saib leave little or nohopes of. his acqniefcence in 
.^ *' the treaty,' and the government of Madras are endeavouring 

** to get their army into the field as faftas poffible." - 

I ahi fenfible, Sir, that I have trefpafled too long on the 
patience of the Houfe i and yet, before I fit down, I muft 
Iblicit their indulgent attention to a few words that have a 
perfonal relation to myfelf. There are two kinds of mifcon- 
ftrudion, to which what I have faid may be lisrble, and 
againft which I am very defirous to guard my charadter. 
As my remarks on the ftate of the Company's affairs cer- 
tainly tend to place them in a point of view much lefs ad- 
vantageous than that in which they had been reprefented by 
the Direftors, it will be faid by fome, and may be believed 
by others, that I am a man hoftile to the intereft of the Eaft 
' ' India Company. On this prefumption, I ihall be charged 

with ingratitude to my benefaftors. One imputation leads 
, to the other. I folemnly deny them both. Yet it is per- 
fe£tly true, Sir, that to the Court of Dire^ors I neither 
owe nor profefs any gratitude, although for fix years toge* 
ther they conftantly and highly applauded my condu<^.. I 
owe them no obligation for empty pfomifes 01 fupport and 
barren praifes, pure and unmixed, as I have always found 
them, with any ferious proof of their approbation. I am 
not flngular in difclaiming a particular attachment to the 
Court of Direflors. I believe Mr. Haftings feels himfclf ftiU 
lefs indebted to them than I am. Neither do I profefs any 
fpecial devotion to the Court of Proprietors, I mean to the 
power that has generally predominated in that court. They 
have almoft uniformly fupported the perfons and the mea- 
fures, which I have uniformly oppofed. But there is a third 
clafs of perfons, completely diftindl from the other two, for 
whom I profefs and feel the warmeft attachment, and t* 
whofe real interefls I am equally bound by duty, by grati- 
tude, and iriclination. I mean the Eafl-India Comply;' to 
whofe fervice I owe the independence I poffefs, and even the 
ground I fland on at this moment. The conftitution of the 
Company fuppofes no diftindion betweenjthe body corao- 
rate and the governing powers of the India Company. . But 
Is it in fad impoffible that fuch a diftinAiqn (houki cxifl ? 
Is it impoffible that meafures ruinous to the true permanent 
interefts of the corporation, fbould be advantSM^eous tO pow- 
erful individuals at the head of it ? Perhaps I may be mif» 
taken in fuppofing a poflible ieparation of interefts between 
the body and the head. — Perhaps I may have no right to 
affirm, that the one may be abundantly provided for at the 

expeace 
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cxpence of the other, and that fuch things may Kave hap- 
pened in other focieties, Wht?therthis foppoifition be war- 
ranted or not, it is to the corporation of the India Company 
that I hold myfelf indebted. Let me fee diftin^Iy what 
their fervice really requires, and I will engage to go as 
far as any horieft man can go to promote it ; I mean as far 
as the duty, that Belongs to my prefent ftation, and by 
which I am attached to the community at large, will allow 
roe. 

The fecond fort of milconftruSion, againft which I wi(h 
to be guarded, is ftlll more of a perfonal nature than the firft, 
I /hould be forry to be fufpedled of retaining a fpark of per- 
fonal animofity to Mr. Haftings. We are both, I believe, 
men of temper too warm to be capable of lafting refcnt- 
ments. Our conteft is at an end," and the hoftilities it pro- 
duced expired with it. — Affuredly 1 feel no enmity to him, 
and I readily acquit him of harbouring any againft me,— - 
But it may be faid, though I have no reafon to think it will, 
that I avail myfelf of the advantage of his abfence, to fay 
more of him, than I would do if he were here. To this mean 
imputation, my anfwer is clear and conclufive. In the firft 
place, I prefume the Houfe may have obfetved, that although 
Mr. Haftings is not here in perfon, he appears fully by his 
reprefentatives. They are men of ability, and of very d if- 
tinguiflicd adlivity, — ^They cannot reafonably be accufed of 
want of alertnefs to defena him, nor would it be an aft of 
confummatt prudence to provoke them. But I am per- , 
fuaded, Sir, that Mr. Haftings himfelf would be the firft to 
acquit me of any particular reluftance or unwillingnefs to 
oppofe him face to face. In the fix years that we lived to- 
gether, his objeftion to my condtrft was of a different ^a^ 
ture. He has often accufed me of a determined [pertinacity, 
in oppofing him, right or wrong, and never fuffering any 
'thing he faid or did to pafs without an obftinate debate. At 
all events, Sir, it is not my fault that Mr. Haftings is not 
here to anfwer for himfelf. No man, I think, who knows 
•on what terms we ftood in India, can poffibly doubt, that if 
it had depended on me to recal him, he would not now have 
beeafo well reprefented as he is, but would have been here ' 
in perfon long ago. Perhaps I have faid more on this fubjeft 
than it required. I ihould not have mentioned it at all, . but 
for a letter fent to me within thefe few days figned Deteffor, 
in which I am threatened with vengeance, or with a fevere 
inquifition ifito my owp offences', if I dare fay any thing to 
the difad vantage of tb^ great abfent man^ Mr. Haftings/ 
Vol. XV. Yy . An 
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An tnenynrous letter is npt wpFth notice. But fince the 
fufpicion it exprefTes may have occurred to others, 1 thought 
it incumbent on me to endeavour to remove it. 
Lieut. Cob The lionourable Liputen^nt-colonel Cathfart fppke to the 
Cathcart, following effed : — Mr. Chairman, I am not fufficiently 
verfed in the fubjefl of jhe finances of the £all-lndia Coro- 
pany to trouble tlie^ Committee with my fentimetits on that 

Unlefs the right honourable gentleman over againft me i$ 
pleafed to cut me ihort by pledging himfelf to bring forward 
a bill for the regulation of India in the courfe of the prefent 
feflion, I propole to fpeak of that country in a different point 
of view. 

I have not the hpnour of reprefenting Mr. Haflings in thi^ 
Hpufe ; I have the honour to ftand here the reprefentative 
of a county in North Britain ; as fych, I ihall do Mr/HafT 
tings the juflice to fay, that I think his condu<St during the 
long period in which he has been at the heai of our affairs iii 
India, has proved hirn to be endowed with fuperior and un- 
common abilities, ahd that he has exerted thefe talents with 
|ieal and rigid integrity in the fervice of his country, fo as 
to entitle him to our warmeft praifes. . 

A peruftl. Sir, of the official letters which have, lately 
been publiflied, from Mr. Haflings, and from the Supreme 
Council to the Court of DireSors, has convinced me, if 
poffible, more ftrongly than ever, that a governmisnt ought 
to be vefled in fome one point in India, which fliould really 
he efficient to control the feve^al Prefidencies. 

That thefe Prefidencies have not been obedient to what 
IS called the Supreme Council^ I think thefe papers likewife 
tvince. 

Surely, until there is one main fpring which can a€luate 
all the fubordinate wheels of government in thefe cxten- 
five and diflant dpminions, pur affairs there can neve;r 
iiourifh. 

Nay, the public faith will be broke in every ihape, and 01^ 
every occafipn, and the country powers can never place ar^y 
cpnfidence in u$. 

Mr* Haflings, in the letters I have alluded to, flates, that 
the Mar^ttah peace is eflabliflied on a firmrbafisi^ wjiiicb is 
likely to ftand unfliaken for a term of years. 

I am happy to hear that opinion from fuch a quarter^ It 
is generally believed, that it is much for the intereft ofMa-^ 
dajee Scindia (the Marattah chief who meditated the peace of 
S^y) that it ihould be 4 lafling pnpt ., ^ 
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• There is a circumftance in one of thefe letters, which lead$ 
tiie to belicive, that the politicians of the Eaft do not think ns 
Hpe foi; deAruAion; at leail that they fuppofe our afFair^ftill 
t4> be retrievable. 

Nizam All Cawti is faid to hftTC offered his aiSftance 
to bring about a peace between our nation and the Nabob of 
Myfore. 

The Nizam is a ptince, Sir, whofe condu£t has hitherto 
been artful and cautious. 

-It cannot thett be fuppofed, that he (hould ftep forward in 
this tranfaSion, except upon an idea, that if the war Ihould 
be kindled up afrefli, we Ihould crufh Tippoo Saib, and that 
at the ultimate fettlement of the matter, he would either gain 
an acquifition of territory or of treafure. 

-1 have rifen, Sir, principally to requeft the attention of 
the Houfe to a branch of reform in India which ftrikes me 
as eminently neceflary ; infomuch, that I conceive, if a bill 
fhould be brought forward for the regulation of India, which 
was founded upon the extended information which the me- 
ritorious labours of many honourable members of this Houfe 
have brought to light, that it would be inefficient unlefs it 
went minutely into the ftate of the government of, the armies 
in the fettlements of tlie Eaft-India Company, 

If that government remains in force as at prefent exercifed, 
and if the Britifh Legiflature does not immediately interfere 
towards its alteration and amendment, it is my firm belief, 
that our pofleflions in the Eail will foon be difmembered 
froffl this empire. 

Either, Sir, motives of humanity are to induce us to 
reftore to the natives of India thefe territories which, from 
avarice or ambition, we have wrefted from them, or motives 
of policy are to predominate, and we are to attempt by arms 
to preferve thefe diflant provinces. 

What ftep^ Sir, upon this latter fuppofitlon, can be of more 
immediate confequence than the regulation of thofe armies 
which we muft maintain to fecure the fidelity of many mil- 
lions of fubjefts, whofe hearts, God knows, have no reafoi^ 
to be imprefled with fentiments of gratitude for favours al- 
ready received under our government ! 

Or what, Sir, calls more loudly for the exercife of our 
humanity than the con fi deration of what comforts we caA 
point out for thofe foldiers, who have embarked for that 
diftant part of the world, in what was their duty to confider 
their King's and their country's caufe i 

Yya ' . Wbilt 
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While we talk here of zeal for the welfare of the ftate, 
they have proved theirs with the fweat of their brows and 
with their blood. 

I muft apologife for a few words which I wifh to fpeak in 
detail upon this fubje£l, obferving that lam induced to en- 
ter into thefe details from a conviftiori of their importance^ 
and from hopes which 1 enteitain, that whatever regulating' 
bill is introduced will contain claufes for the remedy of tlie 
abufes I complain of, and which will render the interference 
of his Majefty's Secretary at War, or of the Eaft-IndiaCom- 
' pany, efficacious in behalf of the army, which it occurs to 
roe cannot be the cafe until the bafis of a new military fyftem 
is laid d^wn by Parliament. 

The Britlfh army aflually ferving in India is compofed 
cf His Majeily troops and thofe of the Eail-India Com- 
pany. , . ^ 

Thefe component parts feel the neceffity of union. , From • 
ptindple they wifh to adl in concert and harmony, but their 
views and pretenfions are fo widely different, that the moft 
experienced officers, who have ferved in that combined army,' 
are of opinion, that jealoufies and heart-burnings niuft exiil 
iu that corps until it is under one head. 

I ihmll not enter ihto the conftitutional queftioh, whether 
the army ought to be under the Crown or the Company— 
Bgt as- 1 totally coincide with thofe officers who jnfift, that 
we never can have an. efficient army in India, 4nlefs it is 
placed under one head, I have confined my thoughts on In- 
dian ferv ice to the idda, that the military government fhould 
he folely in the hands of His Majefty, or totally under the 
, " Company. 

It is iilmofl: fgperfluous to defcant upon thfi noerits of 
difcipline, or that difcipline alone enfures the fuccefs of any 
army.^ 

, Theexperience of all'ages, of all nations, has demonftrated 
the truth of this ailertion, and no where more forcibly than 
in Injdia. The difcipline of our army there, compared with 
that of the country powers, has been hitherto fuperlor. To 
tiiat fource chiefly may be traced the accomplifhment of 
many wonderful achievements, which have been performed 
highly to their honour, bv handfuls of troops m the ftrvice 
of the Company, oppofed tA the greateft difparity of num*' 
bers, 

> 1 he country powers. Sir, are daily improving in th«. 
Science of war ; they have been inftrufted, they have been 
a^^edr by aa European nation^ with which we havo lately 

been 
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been in a fi^eof hoftility* That nation may poffibly at 
fome future period again inflru<St and af&ft them. 

The efledis which fuch an interpofition would producCp 
will depend in a great meafure upon our prefent conduiSl. 

If, Sir, we adopt a judicious military fyftem; if we prcv 
portion our European fcgr^e to that which other European 
nations fend to India, and proportion our European troops,.^ 
fo as to be fufficiently numerous to give countenance to> ' 
while at the fame time they keep in fubjedion our own na- 
tive corps, then, Sir, when the hour of danger is at hand^ 
fliall we reap the fruits of fuch policy. 

Give me leave to fuppofe for a moment, that Parliament 
had ordained that the army in India in' future fhould be un- ' 
dcr one head; ftill there are other points to be fettled relative 
to that army which are eflential to its difcipline. 

The Comhiander in Chief, and other fuperior officers of 
the army, muft have more weight than they have at pref4nt, 
to enable them to k^ep up the necefTary fubordiuj^tion of the ^ 
fervice. 

What I am going to fay upon this head^ is not grounded 
upon an idea that the military ought to be emancipated from 
the control of the civil government, 

'On the contrary, I only wifh that certain points might be 
re£lified, which would enable the army to execute with e&St 
the orders of the civil government. 

According to the prefent regulations, the Commander in . 
Chief of the Company's forces at the different Prefiddncies 
are, to a certain extent, permitted to recommend ofl&cers 
for promotion when vacancies happen under their command ; 
but as the rule of feniority is ftriSiy adhered to, this cai| 
hardly be deemed patronage. 

The real patronage of the army in India, is the nomina-, 
tion of officers to the command of native regiments and to 
out- commands. 

In thefe appointments the civil adminiftration frequently^, 
almoftconftantly, interferes. 

This flrikes at the root of difcipline, by holding out en* 
couragement to officers to feek for promotion by intrigue, ^ 
by intereft at the Prefidepcies, and not by diftinguifbing 
themfel^s as foldiers in the field. 

Far be it : from me to caft, by this obfervation, any flur 
upon the officers a£tually ferving the Company. I know, 
among them, many raoft refpe£lable chara£ters ; many men 
who would do honour to any army; and they have the 
greater merit, becaufe they have been reared in a bad fchool, 
under a bad fyftemi^ 

' Ido 
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I do apprehend, Sir, th;\t it would be a moft ufeful amend- 
ment, if thefe nominations to commands and out-duties were 
in future veftcd folely in the heads of the military departments, 
• Then, Sir, officers would look up for the reward of their . 
fervices to thofe men wh9 were the beft judges of their merid. 
Then, Sir, commanding offifcers would have it in their 
power to reward merit, or punifli demerit. 

There is, Sir, as it ftrikes me, a defedl in the prefent 
conftitution of the Councils in India. 

. The Comma^ider in Chief of all the forces in that country 
is the only military man, who, by ^£1: of Parliament, enjoys 
ati upreftrifled feat in Council. 

The Cortimanders in Chief at the different Pr^efidencies fit 
. at the Boards on military and political difcuffions only. 
The bad effeft which arifes from this part of the prefent fvf-» 
' , tern is, that if the majority of thefe Councils chufes to Af- 

cufs a fubjeft which is really military, but which they pleafe 
to term conunercial or financial, they aiTume to themfelves 
a right of excluding their military member from that debate. 
Thus they may decide uport many fubjefts without the pro- 
fcffional advice of that officer, upon whom moft probably ig 
• to devolve the execution of the meafure they have adopted. 

There cannot be a line drawn between military and com- 
mercial, or financial matters, in India, which will not be 
liable to this fpecies of chicane; therefore I conceive military 
men fliould have unreftri£ted feats in all the Councils, ancl 
at all the fubordinate Boards.; more efpecially as they would 
be but as one to three or four in council, it cannot be ar- 
gued that their ignorance on commercial or financial fegala- 
tions would obftruft thofe meafures which appeared judi- 
cious to the great majority of the Board, who' would ftill be 
commercial men. 

Nothing can illuftrate the nicety of diftin£lions 'which exift. 
in India between military and commercial, or financial bufi- 
nefs, better than the ftatement of the following faft : 

There is a large body of fnen in arms, paid by the Com- 
pany, for the enforcement of the revenue, called i^bundys 
in fome parts, and in 6thers ftiled Militia Sepoys. Thefe 
myrmidons, Sir, are not ftriSly under miKtary command i 
they are more immediately under the revenue department. 
This corps. Sir, has perpetrated a confiderable part of thofe 
enoimitics which have been unjuftly laid to the charge of the 
army. . 

Can there be a doubt that it is expedient that every man 
who bears arms of any faftt ought to be under military dif- 
cipline? f 
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If it be neccflary,. as I believe it is, that there ihould bea 
revenue militia^ it ought to be infpefted into by military 
men. This, Sir, would prevent much rapine, much cruelty ; 
but it would not prevent the militia from being totally under 
the orders of the civil Adminiftr^tion, iflued by the Coun- 
cils to the commanding officers of diftriiSls, and by thefe 
oncers to the militia. Then, Sir* over all our dominion?, 
officers might juftly be made refponfibl^ for the conduft ot 
every man in arms, whether a fpldier or a revenue militia 

I wifh. Sir, before! fit down, to fay a word or two con- 
cerning the execution of general military plans, in time of 
war, in India. 

At prefent. Sir, if it be voted at the Supreme Council that 
the Commander in Chief of all the forces ihall be deputed on 
iervice to any of the other Prefidencies, he comes under tl\e 
total control of the Prefide;ncy where be is fent to aft^ 

Is it not, Sir, confonant to th^ nature of tb^ human mind 
to fuppofe, that there would b^ a greater probability of the 
fcrvice being carried on V^rith eflFeft, if the Supreme Council 
could depute a General who ihould^ during the exigency of 
the fervice, be emancipated from any authority but their 
pwn ; who would then execute plans which they had franked ; 
nieafures, for the fuccefs or failure of which they wete re- 
4ponHible, and naturally more interefted in tl>an any other 
fct of men ? 

While an officer is carrying on operation$ clogged by the 
interfereqc^e of a fecondary authority, how can his fteps be 
marked with vigour? Will it not be allowed, that in thpfe 
diftant and extenfive provinces, which are fubjeft to us in 
India, frequent emergencies arife where vigour and decifioa 
are indifpenfably neccflary ? 

I have ftated, J believe accurately, evils which do exift in 
India. If I have gone beyond my depth in ftating wl>at I 
conceived to be their remedies, Aill I hav^, h^en di^harging 
my duty, by bringing forward matter well worthy of the 
confideration of many honourable member^ whofe experi- 
ence entitles them to be better judges of the treatment which 
foldiers ought to receive. Matter, Sir, which ought to be 
♦weighed by thofe gentleman who have made the various arts 
and combinations of governing mankind in general their 
mof^ immediate ftudy. When thefe points are difcufled, and 
finally, fettled, and not till then, out IiKlian armies will be 
efficient. The minds qf the firft officers in this country will • ' ' 
be fired with ambition to ferve in India. Then, Sirf hU 

duty 
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. duty being fimplified to him, the Britifh foldler will pafs his 
life in ftruggles with the intemperance of climate; will pafs 
his life four thoufand leagues from his parents, from the 
friends of his early youth, and torn afunder; Sir, 'from thofe 
tender connexions which attach him to his native land, and 
,he will forget, or. rather, without repining, bear with thefe 
difadvantages which he ought to know are unavoidably in- 
cidnt to the nature of his profeflion. 

But, Sir, the Indian army have long groaned under unne- 
ceflary evils i for redrefs from which they patiently look up 
for the interference of their Sovereign and of both Houfesof 
Barliament. I tru ft, Sir, for the honour of this Houfe, that 
fome fyftem will foon originate within thefe walls, which will 
enable the Indian army to blefs their Sovereign, to blefs the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament aflembled, for redrefling 
oiF grievances, for amending a fyftem, which, I venture to 
affirm, if candidly and impartially examined into, will be 
found to have already Tinneceffarily impeded, the fervice of, 
the State, and wantonly rendered. miferlble the lives pf thofe 
who ferve their country. 

But, Sir, I will no longer trefpafs upon gentlemen's pa- 
tience, by canvaiEfig their attention to the caufe of fo nu- 
merous, fo refpeSable a body of men us that of which I 
have fpoken, and whofe interefts, whofe welfare arc fo ne^rly,^ 
fo deeply connected with their own — I fliall only fay, that 
if wfi do n6t profit by the experience of paft misfortunes, we 
deferve to lofe India. It does not require the gift of pro- 
phecy to foretel, that if we fufter the afiarrs of the Eaft to 
roll or to ftagger on any longer in their prefeht channels, or 
in any thing like their prefent channels, every gentleman 
here prefent will live to fee the day when this, country^ Ihall 
thereby be involved in war ; or, at leaft, thofe of us who do 
not live to fee fuch an event take place, muft defcend into 
our graves, cpnfcious that the riftng generation is doomed to, 
ever doomed to deftruftion, which .our delays have intailed 
upon them. Let us not l)e lulled into fecurity' becaufe th^ 
fword is fhieathei This is the nroment for Great Britain t6 
arm for war. Sqch meafures are the moft likely long to 
preferve to this country the invaluable bleffings of peace, 
which- 1 hopeSve now enjoy in rfie moft diftant quarter or 
the globe. Such meafures bid faireft, Sir, to allay the 
thirft of our enemies for "war; or, if they are flill bent upon 
our deftruftion, to avert the efleib of their plaiis, and 
to retort upon their own heads tbofe blows they meant for 
ours. 

. ' Mr. 
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Mr. Chancellor Pitt paid a handfome coippliment to Mr. Mr. Chan- 
Cathcart for the information he had favoured the Houfe with, '*^*®' **"*' 
and from which he fliould profit ; after which he gave 
notice, that he 'fliould bring in the new India bill the 6th 
inftant. 

Major Scott faid, I i"ife in this early ftage of the debate, Maj. Scott, 
becaufe I conceive 'my felf particularly called upon by what 
dropped from the honourable gentleman (Mr. Francis) on 
the floor; and I doaflure you^ Sir^ in a debate of this great 
national importance, it was not my intentfcn to have men- 
tioned a fyllable about myfelf or Mr. Haftings. I fit in this 
Houfe, not as the repreientative of Mr. Haftings, but as an 
independent member of Parliament, having a flake jn this 
country totally independent of Mr, Haftings,. totally inde-, 
pendent of the Eaft-India Company; in whofe fervice my 
acquifitions were very fmall, though I had the honour to 
ferve them near fixteen years. The honourable gentleman 
fays, he has received an anonymous letter, ' figned •* De- 
*' tefter," in which the writer threatens him with vengeance, 
if he oppofes Mr. Haftings. The honourable gentleman, I 
am fure, will give me credit, when I declare to him, that I 
did not write the letter ; that no man defpifes anonymous flan?- 
dcrs more than I do, and that I never wrote a line in my 
life which I will deny, or for which I am not, at all times, 
ready to be accountable — but as the writer has aflfumed the 
Signature of** Deteftor," I can aflTure the honour^ible gentle- 
man, the'perfon who addreifrd him is not the writer of 
thofe admirable ftridures on the Reports of the laft Sele£t 
Committee of the laft Parliament, under the fame fignature. 
The gentleman who wrote thof? letters is npt in England at 
this moment ; and I can hardly believe* that any ^iend of 
' Mr. Haftings would have defcended to pra6life fuch a mean- 
nefs. Having faid thus much, Sir, I ftiall now offer a few 
remarks upon what fell from the honourable gentleman- 
He tells the Committee, they have no fecurlty that the fame 
prodigality which has been praflifed, will not be continued; 
and that the Comoany's orders relative to drawing bills, will 
be difregarded in future,, as they have been in times paft.— 
' Upon this fubjeiSk, I fhall a(k the honourable gentleman one 
plain queftion : Is it not a fa£t, that from the year 1772 to 
1780, a period of eight years, not a firigle bill was drawn 
from Bengal, except fuch as were expreffly authorifed by th© 
Court of Direfkocs? Is it not equally a matter pf h&, that the 
Vol. XV. Zz bilis^ 
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bills drawn in 178 1, and the following years, were for the 
exprefs purpofe of furnifliing an inveftment^ for the Co.m- 
pany? Is it not equally a matter' of fa6t,^ that this was the 
only poffible mode by which an invellment could be^ fur- 
nifhed? And why? Bec^ufer in the laft five years, no lefs 
' a f um than 7,290,000!. fterling, or fix hundred and fifty 
lacjcs of rupees, were fent to Bengal from Madras, and 
Bombay, for the fupport of the war. At that period, Sir^ 
when- we w^re ftruggiing for our exiftetnce as a nation in 
India-, when there were oppofed to ^us feventeen fail of 
the line, and 6000 of the troops of France ; when we were 
at war with the MaTattahs, and Hyder Ally in pofleflion 
of the Carnatic 5 when our armies there were paid and fed 
in a great meaffure from Bcfngal ; is it extraordinary that 
Mr. Haftings was not able to appropriate any portion of 
the revenues of Bengal' to the purchafe of an inveftment? 
The queftion, therefore, is' fimply this : Was it better to 
take Up money in Bengal for bills upon England, and to 
apply that money wholly and exclufively to the pwchafe of 
w an inveftment, or that the inveftment for three years fhould 
have been difcontinued ? 

I am really forry, Sir, to be under the neceflity of men- 
tioning the name of ]V(r. Haftings fd frequently ; but the 
honourable gentleman has reduced me to that neceflity — 
I declare I mean no difrefpeft to the honourable gentle- 
man> when I fay, that neither he nor Mr. Haftings arc 
of confequence enough to attrafl: the attention of this 
Comn^ittee for a moment, from the queftion before you— 
I give the honourable gentleman full credit -for the 
purity of his motives, and I believe he no longer bears 
an enmity to Mr. Haftings^ but what has the Com- 
miuee now to do with their difiirences ? W^e are upon a 
fubje£l of the greateft national importance; and I really^ 
Sir, am afliamed to lofe a moment in the diiicufEon of 
points that are purely pcrfonal. TH© honourable gentle- 
man has gone, through a variety of calculations, to prove 
that the Company is ruined paft redemption ; and that 
at the end of the fix years it will owe nine millions 
fterling and upwards. If that is really the- cafe. Sir, we 
are in a moft deplorable ftate; but the honourable gentle- 
man's calculations have ever been unfavourable to the 
Company and its fervants-^Let any gentleman read his 
minutes whea firft he arrived in Bengal; or his lette? 
' - - from 
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from St. Helena, or from his houfe in Harley Street, to 
the Direftors; I am fure I do nof mean to impute to thq 
honourabk gentleman an intention to deceive , but it is 
his cuftom to ftate the Company's affairs in the moft 'unfa^ 
vourable point of view. ^ Mr. Haftings, perhaps, may, on 
the^ other hand, be too fanguinej but without difputing 
the honourable gentleman's calculations, or entering into 
the intricacies of the China trade, I will beg leave to ftate 
the tranfa£lions in Bengal, as they adlually happened in 
the laft fourteen years [Here a loud laugh.] I beg the Com- 
mittee will not be alarmed, for I will pafs over thefe four- , 
tccii years in lefs than five minutes. Sir, the Committer 
will rccolledl^ that in the year 1770, bills were drawn upon 
the pompany from Bengal, to the amount of i,ioo,oool. 
^t the recommendation of an honourable gentleman, not 
now a member of this Houfe, I mean General Smith, and 
that this unexpefted draft was made in a feafon of pro- 
found peace; the fa£l being, that after paying the .civil 
and military charges, ftipends, 3cc. there w'^s not a fyf- 
ficieot furplus, at the end of fix years peace, for the pur- 
chafe of our inveftment in Bengal. This threw the Com- » 
pany upon this Houfe for relief j and to ufe the words of 
,an honourable Baronet (Sir Henry Fletcher) telief and^re- 
formation went together. The regulating a£l of 1773 
pafied, to which we owe the ferviccs of the honourable 
gentleman in India. In April 1772, Mr. Haftings, by the 
appointment of the Company, became governor of Bengal^ 
At that period, Sir, the bond debt was 100 lacks> and 
unavoidably increafed to 120 lacks foon after. Upon thi? 
fyftem the Company could not be expeded to go on ; but 
what was the alteration produced in four years ? Not 
only was the bond debt completely difcharged, not only was 
an ample fum appropriated for the purchafe of an inveft- 
ment, but there was a<9:ually a balance in the Company-^ 
treafury iq Bengal of 177 lacks of rupee^. Will the ho- 
nourable gentleman deny that this ftate of profperity was 
the confequcnce of meafures adopted by Mr. Haftings, 
previous to his arrival in Oftober 1774* and which he 
pointedly condemned •, or will he fay it was owing to the 
ceconomjcal retrenchments which took place fubfequent to 
that period ? ^ 

I will not detain the Committee by an inveftigation ^ 
of the Marattah war; it was as much condemned by Mr. 
Haftings, as by t^e colleagues of the honourable gent!e- 

Z 2 ^ man. 
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I do apprehend, Sir, th^t it would be a mod ufeful amend- 
ment, if thefe nominations to commands and out-duties were 
IR future vcftcd folely inthe heads of the military departments. 
• Then, Sir, officers would look up for the reward of their . 
fervices to thofe men wh9 were the beft judges of their merit. 
Then, Sir, commanding offiters would have it in their 
power to reward merit, or punifli demerit. 
. There is. Sir, as it ftrikes me, a defe6t in the prefent 
conflitution of the Councils in India. 

, The Commahder in Chief of all the forces in that country 
is the only military man, who, by if): of Parliament, enjoys 
ati upreftrifted feat in Council. 

The Cortimanders in Chief at the different Pi^efidencies fit 
. at the Boards on military and political difcuffions only. ■ 
The bad efFeft which arifes from this part of the prefent fvfi 
f , teili is, that if the majority of thefe Councils chufes to <fif- 

cufs a fubjeft which is really military, biit which they pleafe 
to term commercial or financial, they aflume to themfelves 
a right of excluding their military member from that debate. 
Thus they may decide upon many fubjedls without the pro- 
feiTional advice of that officer, upon whom moft probably i« 
• t6 devolve the execution of the meafure they have adopted. 

There cannot be a line drawn between military and com- 
mercial, or financial matters, in India, which will not be 
liable to this fpecies of chicane; therefore I conceive military 
men fhould have unre(Iri£ted feats in all the Councils, and 
at all the fubordinate Boards.; more efpecially as they would 
be but as one to three or four in council, it cannot be ar- 
gued that their ignorance on commercial or financial regula- 
tions would obftrudl thofe meafures which appeared judi- 
cious to the great majority of the Board, who' would fttll be 
commercial men. 

Nothing can illuftrate the nicety of diflinflions ^hicb cxifL 
in India between military and commercial, or finrancial bufi- 
nefs, better than the flatcment of the following fadk : 

There is a large body of tnen in arms, paid by the Com« 
pany, for the enforcement of the revenue, called Zebundys 
in fome parts, and in 6thers fliled Militia Sepoys. Thefe 
myrmidons. Sir, are not flridily under military command ; 
they are more immediately under the revenue department. 
This corps, Sir, has perpetrated a confiderable part of thofe 
enoimities which have been unjuflly laid to the charge of the 
army. . 

Can there be a doubt that it is expedient that every man 
who bears arms of any fott ought to be iirider military dif- 
cipline? f 
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was our fituation previous to, and by the latcft advices from 
India, in order to determine the degree of relief M^hich may 
be granted to the Company. 

in the height pf the Marattah war Hyder Ally Cawn In- 
vaded the Carnatic — To^prefcrvfe that important branch 
of our dominion in India, Mr. Haftings, at a moment 
when merchant fhips would not attempt a paflage to Ma- 
dras, propofed fending fix hundred and forty Europeans, 
and fifteen lacks of rupees, .to the Carnatic by fea, and Sir 
Eyre Coote nobly donfented to rifque his high military 
reputation at the head of a defeated and difpiritcd army — 
Mr. Haftirtgs alfo propofed to fend a very confidcrable de- 
tachment to Madras by land — ■ It was immediately formed^ 
and joined Sir Eyre Coote before his fecond general aftion 
with Hyder; nor can I conceive, though the late Houfe 
of Commons condemned the tranfaftion, that the marQh 
pf this detachment through the territories of Moddajee 
Boofla, was purchafed too dear by the fum of money given 
to his fon Chimnajee. 

From that period. Sir, every pofiible afliftance was af- 
forded by the Supreme Council to the government of Ma- 
dras ; and, aftt?r a variety of 'fuccefles, in a mofl difficult 
and arduous war, our army was befieging the French forces 
in Cuddalore, when intelligence of the peace, which had 
faved this country, arrived in India; but was any poffible 
exertion neglefted by Mr. Haftings to feed and pay the 
army at Madras, of to enable the Bombay- forces to make 
that divcrfion, which at the mofl; critical moment of the 
war, drew Tippoo Saib out of the Carnatic? 

Sir, the honourable gentleman, pafling in filence over 
the dangers we have efcaped ; paffing in filence over the 
difficulties we have furmoiinted; fays, we have not feace 
with Tippoo Saib — 'I am not afraid of committing myfelf 
by faying, that I believe we have peace with Tippoo Saib, 
and that I believe he is utterly unable to continue the war, 
I believe, alfo, that his only chance for fafety is in peace j 
but admitting for a moment, that it is not concluded, have 
we a Marattah war now to fupport ? Have we feventeen 
fail of the line, and 6000 lan^ forces belonging to France 
oppofed to us ? Or is Tippoo Saib now in the heart of the 
Carnatic ? We never can have fuch a combination to 
ftruggle with again; and I repeat it, that putting together 
the intelligence from. Tanjore and Buflbrah, I believe 
that at this moment, the peace with Tippoo is concluded. 

With- 
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Without wifiiing to lay; any thing that may give offence, 
let lis confider how the war has ended in different quarters 
of the world. — In Europe, we have loft Minorca; m 
America, thirteen provinces, and the two Penfacobs ; io 
the Weft Indies, Tobago^ j and fome fettlements in Africa. 
W^ have contrafted a debt of 6ne hundred millions and 
upwards, and have loft above 100,000 men : but in India, 
Sir, we h'ave prefervcd all pur former poffeffions, and we 
. have yielded up Chandenagore" and all the French fettle- 
ments in Bengal ; we have yielded Pondicherry, Carical, 
and every fettlcment we had conquered from {he French 
upon the c^oafts of Coromandel and Malabar ; we have given 
back to the Dutch, Chinfura, Calcapore, and their fettle- 
ments on the coaft, Negapatnam excepted. I (hould ra- 
ther fay. Sir, this nation has given up, and wifely gijcn 
up, the conqueftsf of the Eaft-India Company, to prevent 
farther facrifices where they would have been more felt by 
the Public. The Company has contrafted a debt during 
this long and arduous war, not equal to one year of its neat 
revenues : and fliall it be.ftiled a burden upon the Statei 
or ftiall its fervants, who have exerted themfelves fo meri- 
■ torioully, be calumniated, inftead of receiving the praife 
due to their merit ? 

But the honourable gentleman fays, we have no fecurity 
that CEconomy will be praftifed in Bengal, except we argue 
in favour of -iuturc obedience from pafl: difobedience. If 
the f^L&ris fo^ why, in the name of God, do you not remove 
thofe men who will hot obey your orders ? Is Mr. Haftings 
f ill the way of any fcheme of reformation ? Has he not 
exprefsly and anxioufly written to defire that a fucceffor 
may be fent out ? I appeal to the noble Lord in the^blue 
ribband, whether it has not invariably, been the language 
of Mr. Haftings ; " Remove me, or confirm me : the go- 
*' vernmerit of India ftiould be fupported by the Govern- 
** ment at home ; if you will not give me your confidence^ 
** recal mie." 

I, Sir,, earneftiv hope, that if His Majefty's Minifters, 
or if the Court of Direftors, will not give their confidence , 
to Mr. Haftings, they will inftantly remove him. I hop6. 
Sir, if they conceive that he will not rigidly execute every 
order they "fend ^ to him relative to ceconomical retrench- 
ments, that they' will inftantly remove him. I have heafd this 
language of Mr. Haftings'$ difobedience repeated in 

fpeeches 1 
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fpeeches •, I have feen it jnfertcd in pamphlets and newf- 
papers: but, when gentlemen are pufhed upon thw fubjefi, , 

they ar« obliged to. have recourse to the ftale charge of not 
fending Mr. Briftow Xo Qude, and Mr. Fowke to.Benaies* 
And here I muft fay, that whether Mr. Haftings is to be 
continued or not, or whoever goes out to fucceed him, the 

, government of India muft be in India, and you muft give 

' u|) the ridiculous idea of appointing gentlemen to minifte- 
rial offices either from Leadenhall-ftreet or this end of the 
town. The fyftem is new, and deftruSive in the extreme, 
of pointing out to your governments in India, who they 
ihould employ in omces of truft and importance, and can 
anfvver no end, but that of a mifchievous extenfion of pa- 
tronage at home, with the moie fatal confequence of de-^- 
ftroying the vigour, energy, and refponfibility of the go- 
vernment abroad. Will the honourable gentleman, or will 
any other honourable gentleman, mentioii a {ingle order 
fent from this country, relative to oeconomical retrench- 
ments, or upon other fubjefts, which has been difobcyed 

' in the latter three years ? There was, indeed, a difference 
of opinion- between Mr. Haftings and the Dircdors, rela- 
tive to the duration of certain contrafts, for enfuring a 
fupply of bullocks during the late war, which were cort- 
eluded at the recommendation of Sir Eyre Coote j but it is 
of very old date, and will make no difference to the pre- 
fent argument. 

I (hall now, Sir, briefly ftate my ideas of what can be 
done in Bengal — You have authentic, official advice, that 
the army in Bengal has been confiderably reduced : you 
know that Colonel Morgan's detachment was, on the 23d 
of January, within twelve cofs of Gualiori confeauently 
that by the ift of February, it would be on the banks of 
the Jumna, where it was inftantly to be reduced. Ad- 
mitting the peace not to be concluded with Tippoo, the 
fervices of the Bengal detachment at Madras were no 
longer neceflary; I therefore believe moft folemnly, that 
by the ift of May, every military expence of the Bengal 
army was brought within one hundred and ten lacks a year. 

, Sir, it is the duty of the Court of Direftors not to truft 
merely to this, but to point out fpecifically the reduc- . 
tions that (hall be made, and to take care that the ex- 
pence they authorife is not exceeded. 

My eftimate* of military expenccs is confiderably higher 
than the eftabiifhment of 1777. The civil dilburfements 

are 
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»are pot eftimated at more than thirty-nine lacks, including 
the expence of thq Supreme Court of Judicature; but, 

' allowing fifty lacks for the civil charges axid the marine ; 
allowing twenty lacks for ftipends, &c. and twenty lacks 
for contingencies, beyond the very high rate at which I 
I have dated the difburfements, and from the neat revenues 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, Benares, Vizier's fubfidy, 
and the profit upon fait and opium, includii>g alfo the fale 
of our imports ; there will remain a furplus of one hundred 
and fifty-feven lacks of rupees, for the purchafe of fu- 
ture inveftments, for paying the ii;iterc(i of the bonded 
debts of India, r.nd for a gradual liquidation of the prin- 
cipal*. ' ^ 

In flating the fubfidy of the Vizier, I confine myfclf to 
two lacks and fixty thoufand rupees a month, which he 
pays for a complete brigade, by the treaty of 1775. But 
His Excellency is alfo engaged to pay 20,000 rupees a 
• Qicnth for every regiment of feapoys which he may chufe 
to ftation in his dominions, beyon^ the coihplete brigade ; 
and a fixed fum for the ordnance department. At prefent 
there are fix regiments upon this fubfidy in the Vizier's 
dominions, which is fo far a faving to the Company. < If 
at any future period (of which I have no idea) the Vizier 
Ihould wifh to rccal all our forces from Oude, the line of 
defence will be circumfcribed, and a proportional redufiion 

* Major Scott ftated in a pamphlet, that the actual receipts of the 
land revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, for 1 781-1, after paying 
every expence of collection, and independent of balances out ftanding, 
were Jwo hundred and twelve lacks of Sicca rupees and a fraction -, 
and of 1782-3, two hundred and nine lacks and' a fraction ^ but to 
take It at ^e loweft terms : , 

CHARGES. 
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of the armv will uke place; and, fhould we again be 
brought within the banks of the CarumnafTa, eighty lacks 
of rupees will amply projiride for as large an arihy as will 
be ncceffary for our , complete defence. 

I perfeftly agree with the honourable gentleman, that, 
from Bengal, the intereft of the bond debts of India muf£ 
be paid, and the principal liquidated, whenever it is liqui- 
dated* Yet, Sir, I have the authority of Lord Macartney^ 
£<»: fuppofing, that on the re-eftablifiiment. of peace, the. 
Camatic will bear its own expences, and furnifh a cargo 
for Europe. I hope it will be fo; and then it will be a re- 
lief to Bengal, which I have not yet calculated^ 

I did intend, Sir, to have made a few remarks upon the 
Report of the Seleft Committee now before us, and to havp 
noticed two or three very glaring Errors ; but I fhall leave? 
this to other gentlemen, as I dare fay the obfervation will 
not efcape them. 

I have thchigheft opinion of the integrity, ability, and 
impartiality of the gentlemen who compofe this Committee; 
but, this, Sir, is an additional proof to me of the abfur* 
dity of a Committee of this Houfe entering upon the in- 
tricacies of an Indian account, without having a fingle gen-« 
tleman amongft them, who, froni local knowledge, and long 
experience, could be enabled to point out to them the lie- . 
ceflary papers and documents they fhould refer to. The 
miftakes I allude to are fo glaring, that I am aftonifhed how 
they could have crept into the Report. 

Lord North faid, he fliould not have troubled the Houfe, La. North. 
but two things ftated by the honourable gentleman who had 
juft fat down had made it neceffary. The honourable gen- 
tleman had imputed all the expences incurred by the Eaft- 
India Company, and all the bloodshed in India of late years, 
to the American war. The American war, his Lordfhip. 
declared, had fins enow of its own to anfwer for, without 
being loaded with fins that did not belong to it ; he begged, 
therefore, to deny, the fa6t, and to aflTert, what he could 
afiert with great truth, that the American war was in no 
degree chargeable with' the burdens and calamities that had 
befallen India. When the war b^an with France, long after 
the American war was in exiflence, by the exertions of th^ 
Britifii government, Pondicherry was taken and difmantled^, 
Mahe was taken, and Chandenagore was taken. The French 
were difpoflefled and driven out of India ; they had not a 
fettlement in that quarter of the globe left to fet a foot in. 

Vol. XV. ' A a 8^, Tlia^ 
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That afterwards, by the mifinanagement of the Company's 
fervapts in India, the torch of war was lighted afrefh in that 
country. Peace was not kept with the Marattahs ; wo 
quarrelled with the Nizam, then with the Nizam's brother, 
and afterwards with Hyder Ally, who invaded the Carnatic ; 
this invited the Europeans to carry their arms to India'; this 
brought the French back again to the coafts of Coromandel, 
after they had been expelled from every part of that quarter 
of the globe ; this brought the Dutch upon our backs in 
India ; and hence all the expence, all the bloodfhed, all the 
difafters^ that had happened there. ^ The damage, therefore, 
that the affairs of the Englifh Eaft-lndia Company had fuC- 
fered, had been owing folely to the rafli, impolitic, impru- 
dent, and mifchievous management of tHeir fervapts abroad. 
With regard to the other point that the honourable gentle- 
man had mentioned, viz. that Mr. Haftings ought either to 
have been recalled, or confirmed in his government, it was 
undoubtedly true ; it was true likewife that Mr. Haftings 
r had, even during hi% adminiflration, requefted to be recalled. 
That he had not then been recalled, the honourable gentle- 
man had faid, refted. with the noble Lord ; it had not, how* 
ever, refted with the noble Lord, as the honourable gentle- 
roan had been pleafed to term him ; the noble Lord had it 
not in his power to recal him ; fome perfons, who fat near 
the honourable gentleman, could tell him,, that the noble 
Lord could not recal him ; nay, thofe who had much more 
power than the noble Lord ever poflefled, found themfelves 
unable to recal Mr. Haftings, Thsft Houfe, they all knew, 
endeavoured to recal him, and determined that he fhould 
be recalled ; but even that Houfe, omnipotent as it was, had 
not been able to effect its purpofe. The fadl, therefore, un- 
doubtedly was, as Mr. Haftings might boaft, and as his 
friends and reprefentatiyes might boaft, and as the honour- 
able gentleman had boafted for him, Mr. Haftings had re- 
peatedly defired to be recalled ; Government had liftened to 
his requifition, and wiflied to gratify him ; that Houfe had 
wiflied to gratify him ; nay, they had refolyed that he fhould 
be gratified, and the Court of Dire6^ors had agreed to it : 
but it fo happened, that while Mr, Haftings defired to be 
recalled, while he infifted on being recalled, while Govern- 
tnent and the Houfe of Commons defired that he fliould be 
recalled, while. the Court of DifeSors were willing to recal 
him, his own friends, and his own party, among the Pro- 
prietors of the Eaft-India Company, conftantly contrived at 
ih^ General Courts to difol?lige Mr. Haftinj;s^ to deny him 

the 



A. 1784. DEBATE S. 3< 

the favour he requefted, to difappoint Goverhment, to fruf- 
trate the refolutions of the^Houfe of Commons, to difannul 
the yptes of tKe Court of Diredlors, and effeftually to prevent 
his recal. 

Mn N. Smith, Chairman of the Company, rofe to vindi- Mr.N. 
cate the ftatement of the Dire6lors, on which the Committee Smith* 
had made lb full a Report. His obje£l was to give a complete 
refutation of the commentaries and conclufions of the SeleA 
Committee ; and, in order to do this, he went through the 
Report paragraph by paragraph. . He ei^plained various errors^ 
particularly where the Committee aflerted, that the charges 
bf cblkaing the revenues in Bengal appeared to be 500,000!. 
a year lefs four years ago than they were at that time ; 
whereas the fadl indifputably was, that they wcare 50,oooL 
iefs now than they were then. 

The Committee had alfo drawn a compa'rifon between the 
civil charges in Bengal jn 1777-8 and 17 80-1, and* ftated, 
that in the former period they were 4166,4771. and in the 
latter 589,056!. j the natural conclufion of which ftate-* 
xneijt was, an enormous increafe of expences, no lefs than 
iao,oool. : but Mr. Smith ftated the fa£l to be, that the 
cxpence of the latter period "was Jefs than the former by 
io,oool. and the apparent excefs was occafioned by the fum 
of money advanced in March 1781, to Chimnajee Boofla, 
which was entered among the civil charges of 1 780-1. Mr, 
Sjnith conclvided, from the view which he had talcen of the 
whole, that the circumftances of the Company were ex- 
tremely promifing and fatisfadlory, and that every, afpeft in 
which its prefent fituation could be confidered, was calcu- 
lated to encourage, and not to alarm. 

Mr. Eden rofe next. He faid, that Icnowing the indifpo- Mr.Edc« 
fition of the Houfe to involve itfelf in a detail of accounts, 
however interefting and important the refult of thofe ac- 
counts might be, he would leave the Report to the defence 
of its own accuracy, and to the judgement of all unpreju- 
diced men ; if, in fo largq a variety of matters as were ne- 
ceffarily comprehended in that enquiry, any errors fliould be 
found in the different ftatements, he Ihould neither be fur-^ 
prifed nor mortified by the difcovery : he would fay more, 
fie fhould fincerely rejoice at fuch a difcovery, if it tended to 
place the affairs ot the Company in a more profperous and 
more promifing ftate than they had appeared to the Com^ 
mittee. He had not yet heard of any fuch errors; for, with 
refpedl to what had juft been ftated as fuch by tTie worthy 
Chainpan cf the Company, he would take fome future- 

A a a a occafioa 
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i6cc&fion to (hew that the inaccuracy was In thofe who con* 
ftrued the Report^ and not in thofe who framed it ; in the 
mean time it was fully fufficient to obferve, that the particu* 
lars mentioned, even if erroneous, which he denied, were 
immaterial to the public confi deration, as non^of them were 
brought into the charge in the general eftimate of the Com* 
N pany's affairs. But he had other reafons for declining this 

kind of conteft. He ' waged no war with the Directors ; 
the whole tenor of the Report would prove this 5 for it gave 
at leaft fifty flat, contradi£lions to the Direftors' accounts, 
without a fingle.expreffion tendings either to criminate or 
Cenfure. He waged no war with Mr. Haftings, nor with 
the reprefentativcs of Mr. Haftings, if there were any. With 
refpec^ to India difcuffions^ it was indifferent to him, whether 
Mr. Haftings was no better reprefented than the city of 
"Weftminfter, 6f whether he had more reprefentatives in that 
Houfe ihan the city of London and the county of Middlefex: 
fo far as perfonal confiderahons could ii^fiuence, he was 
bound to feel a partiality towards Mr. Haftings, who had 
fliewn peculiar kindnefs to fome of his neareft connedlions. 
Laftly, he waged no war witli the Eaft-India Proprietors : 
on the contrary, every flep which he had taken in this bufi- 
nefs would in due time be acknowledged by tTie hdneft Pro- 

{)rietors of the Company (of which defcription there was a 
arge proportion) to be moft friendly to their real and per- 
manent advantage. He had been aftuated through the whole 
bufinefs by a h\r folicitude to obtain lights which might 
prevent a bankruptcy, that would firft burft upon the com* 
mercial intereft, and would afterwards overwhelm the landed 
interefts of the kingdom. In this folicitude there was no 
idea of defpondency -he did not mean to intimate that the 
Company's affairs were irretrievable, if fully and faidy 
brought to view : but he would venture to aflert, and would 
reft his charadler upon the aflertion, that if mere palliatives 
were tried, if Parliament declined the talk of examining and 
probing the diforder to the bottom, if the prefent meafures 
were merely to (kin over the wound, the confequences muft 
be moft calamitous to the company and to the Public. In 
this temper and in this perfuafion he had entered into this 
enquiry, and could clearly appeal to thofe who had aififted 
and inftrudled him in that enquiry, for the fairnefs with 
which it had been condudled ; in the Committee, indeed, he 
had the advantage of three or four particular friends, men of 
known and acknowledged talents and integrity : but the 
majority of the Committee, though compofcd al'fo of gentle- 
men 
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men equally intitled to fuch attributes, were utterly un- 
connefted with bim in the line of public life; and yet he 
could venture to fay, that there never was an inftance in 
which any Committee had a^led, from its beginning to 
its end) with fo mutual and complete a cordiality and una- 
nimity. He could not, , therefore, fubmit to (loop to the 
taik of defending the Report of fuch a Committee ; it was 
before the Houfe and the PubliC; let it be judged by the 
Houfe and the Public ; and let it alfo ft and the teft.of fuch 
events as it might be conftrued to predi£l:. 

Mr. Eden next proceeded to make fome remarks on 
what had been fuggefted by the Chancellor of the Exche-^ 
quer, in opening the bufinefs— •He faid, that .he had 
heard with great furprife the right honourablegentleman's 
opinion, that if relief fhould be given in the extent and 
manner aflced by the Company, the Dirediors would be 
able for the future to be regular in their receipts and pay- 
ments. He knew that the right honourable gentleman 
was a bold ftatefman, and was willing to pay due homage 
to aii intrepidity well fuited to the diflSculties of the times: 
but he knew alfo, that the right honourable gentleman 
pofleiTed fingular wifdom and forefight^ and could not re- 
concile to fuch qualities the rifque of an opinion, the faU 
lacioufnefs of which a few months might demonftrate. — 
Surely the difference between the ftate of the Company, 
as defcribed in the Firft Report of the Dirediors, which 
gave the intended detail of receipts and payments, and the 
amount of the various articles which had fince come to' 
light, would (hew too much caufe to fufpefl the folidity 
of fuch an opinion. He would here ftate to the Houfe, 
the amount of various articles of charge beyond what was 
ftated by the Direftorsj the fums dependent on thofe ar- 
ticles had been hitherto undifputed, and he believed them 
to be indifpuf able : the whole amounted to above eight 
millions fterling. The particulars were; the intereft of 
duties propofed to be poftponed for diflFerent periods of the 
next five yfears, and to which the claim of the Public was 
not only legal but reafonable ; certain articles of duties and 
damaged goods mentioned in the Dire^ors* Second Report ; 
bills drawn from India, amounting within three months to 
i,200,ocx)l. beyond any expe£i:ation pr forefight of the Di- 
rectors in drawing their Firft Report, and, in truth, con- 
trary to their aflurances; the price of infurance for which 
the Directors profeifed to have made no allowance, chough 

they 
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they had taken credit for the fafc arrival and prime coft of 
all their cargoes for fix years; bills to.be accepted from 
Bencoolen ; the fum of near 8oo,oool. now claimed by the 
VidlualUng Office and Pay office ; the 130,000!. ftill due 
dn the renewal of the charter, with the iniereft of fix years, 
no allowance having been made Uy the Direftors either for 
intereft or principal ; the additional bond debt in India^ 
of which accounts had been received fince the Firfl: Re- 
port ; the intereft on the Bombay and Madras bond debt^ 
jfor which no allowance had been made in the eftimates of 
the Dirediors; the arrears of Pifhcufli, which were ordered 
' to i>e paid, but were not brought to account ; the Madras 

arrear, of which late accounts had been received ; treafury 
^ notes ifl^ed in Bengal in lieu of the inveftment loan : to 

thefe he would add, the amount of the Dutch* prizes, the 
right to which is litigated, though brought to account a) 
. the property of the Company ; ^nd another article, of which 
he had no doubt, though it might be matter of opinion, 
namely, the produce of fales, Vhich had been ftated at 
3,300,0001 a year, from an average of fales taken at a pe- 
riod of former fales. Under that cirCumftance, and under 
the orders of the Q^mpany refpeiiing the Bengal raw filk, 
and confide ring alfo the fituation of Madras and> Bombay, 
who were unable to furnifh their proportion of goods ; but 
taoTC efpecially confidering the increafed competition of 
.European veflTels in. the ports of India and China, for the 
fatal purpofe of bringing home the immenfe acquifition of 
the Company's f^rvants, at the very hour when the Com- 
pany itfelf was in the extreme of poverty and diftrefs, and 
lunable tq purchafe any inveilments but from money alfo 
furniihed by thofe very fervants^ he thought it reafonable 
to dedudi 500,0001. a year from that fpeculation. He had 
been induced to, ftate thefe articles fco ill uft rate his doubt, 
whether the relief prayed in February l^ft would be ade-^ 
quate to the wants' of the party in the prefent month, when 
in the interim fuch large deficiencies had been afcertaincd. 
It would have been eafy to fwell this catalogue ftill far- 
ther. He abftained from all remark on the fuppofed re- 
venues and expences of the different territories and fettle* 
merits ; but it was a wide field of obfervation, and what 
opened very melancholy profpefts in the prefent ftate of 
India government — He abftained alfo from all difcuffion 
of the Dircdors' plan of commercial refources, which the 

Com-^ 
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Committee had fliewn to be incompatible. Credit had1>een 
taken by the Direftors for all the effefts of a reform from 
the date of their Report'; but the Chairman had juft affured 
the Hdufc, that the Direftors were /^ 'going to order re- 
** trenchments." Pad experience had (hewn, that the or- 
ders of the Direftors were invariably difregarded, except 
when they tended to promote expence or proteft pecula- 
tion ; but in the prefent inftance, there was not even the 
decency of a vain endeavour. Laftly, he would, lay no 
ftrefs on this whole fabric of a delufive imagination being 
crefted on the neceffity of an uninterrupted peace in India 
atid in Europe to the year 1790; though it was not yet 
known that it had taken place in India. \ . 

The right honourable gentleman had intimated an ex- 
peftation that, though large bills had been drawn in Ben- 
galj a proportionable increafe of goods had "been accumu- 
lated: he would only remark, .that this hope, however^ 
reafonable, was not yet verified by any evidence or corrc- 
fpondence. 

There had alfo been much converfation on the degree in 
which the Public is bound by the authority of Parliament 
to enable the Company to draw or accept bills — He was 
not difpofed to adopt either opinion in its full e'^tent ; but 
he had no doubt in faying, that if the authority of Parlia- 
ment was pledged to the bill-holders, Parliament was ,at 
lead bound to 'proteft them fo far as not to permit the 
Company to divide the money of the bill-holder, ♦and to 
proteft his bill : and this remark would materially apply to 
a great proportion of the bills at prefent unaccepted. 

Laftly, as fome papers from Bengal had been moved for 
a few days ago, a« fubverting the whole Report of the 
Committee, he would make a few remarks on the firft of 
thofe papers, ahd would only obfervc, that the others, 
though lefs opert to obfervation, were equsilly deftitute of 
weight as to the confideration at prefent before the Houfc. » 

The paper to which he alluded was the letter from Foit 
William, dated 16th December, 1783. '* We have,** 
fays Mr. Haftings, ** fupported your other prefidencies, . 
•* not by fcanty and inefFeftual fupplies, but by an anxious 
** anticipation of all their wants:'* would not any .perfon 
who attentively pcrufed that paragraph, reafonably be 
furprifed to hear, that thofe prefidencies, all ,whofc 
wants were fo efFe^ually fupplied, had incurre;d a debt of 
3iOoo,OQol. and that their bonds were now at fifty per cerit. 
» 4 4iC- 
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difcount ? Again, ^^ We have affifted the China trade :*' the 
ren\atk here is, that the laft letters from Canton complaia 
loudly of the entire want of aiGftance — - Ag^n, <* W« 
«* have provided larger inveftments froto this prefidencf 
♦* than it ever furnimed in any given period of the fame 
*^ length :" this is proved, by bringing within a thirteen* 
months period, an account of the exports of more than 
tvH) years — Again, ** Iti the profecution of thefe fervices, 
^< we have fought but little pecuniary aOiftance from home; 
•* we have avoided drawing on you for fupplies/* This 
pailage is beft illuftrated by the account in tbe Committee's 
Appendix of three millions of bills from Bengal. Oti thefe 
ftrange and multiplied incongruities, he would only ob- 
ferve, that they were the pi<£kure painted from the painter's 
, imagination, like the Direfiors' Firft Report, in^ moment 
of Anguine expedlation and wild enthuiiafm, amidft in- 
creafing diftrefles and difficulties. 
Mr, Xtkifl. Mr* Jtkinfon began with declaring, that under the dif« 
^ inclination the Houfe had expreffed to purfue the debate 

far-ther at prefent, he (hould not have attempted to take up 
the time of the Houfi^i had not the right honourable gen- 
tleman, running in a curfory way through liearly the whole 
ittbje£t, aflumedj as uncontradiftory and undeniable truths, 
almoft all the points in the Report of the Committee^ 
wherein it differed from the Reports of the Dircftors — 
That, very far from acknowledging obligation for the gen- 
tle planner in which the right honourable gentleman 
claimed the credit of having ftated his contradifbions of. 
the Dire^torsV Report, he laid i^ his claim to be heard on a 
futuie day, when he trufted he (hould be able to fhew, 
that in every point where the two Reports contradi£led each 
other, the Directors were in the right, and the right ho- 
nourable gentleman in the wrong; and would notj^ unlefs. 
it was their pleafure, trouble the Houfe farther at prefent. < 
Being called upon to go on, he proceeded to ft ate the ne« 
ceffity of attending to the order of the Houfe, upon which 
the Diredlors were to make their Report, and that it was 
confined to the degree of relief by poftponement of duties 
and acceptance of bills, which, in the opinion of the Di-* 
re£tors, would be fufficient for their afi^irs. Accordingly,^ 
he faid, the Dire£);or8 had ftated an eftimate of their re- 
ceipts and payments in England, with as much accuracy,. 
he believed, as the nature of Uie cafe admitted » but had 

never 
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never profeffed accurately to ftate ai>y eftimate of their re- 
ceipts and payments abroad, which was plainly impoffible 
to be done with any exadlnefs : therefore, under this laft 
head, they had contented themfelves with giving a general 
view of their revenues and refources abroad (independent 
of what they had computed upon, as applicable to their 
commercial inveftments) and of the debts and fervices ta 
which they were applicable,; and had only drawn this ge- 
neral mference, that there was no reafon toxapprehend that 
farther bills would be neceflary to be drawn in aid of thofe 
revenues and refources ; feeing, that whilft great diffe- 
rence of opinion might prevail about the degree to which 
thofe revenues would be productive, there was no reafon- 
able ground to fuppofe the revenues, wjiich before the war 
had produced a very large furplus, would not ftill produce 
fome furplus ;. and that whether that furplus difcharged the 
burdens upon it a little fooner, or a little later, was not 
very material to the propofitions upon whicl\ the Direftors 
were ordered to ftate their opinions ; that this diftinftion, 
.fo neceffary to the forming a juft judgement on the fubjeft, 
was wholly confounded by the Report of the Committee.; 
- who, bringing their obfervations to one point, but pro- 
fefledly leaving -any conclufion upon the eftimate of rev 
ceipts and payments out of their difcuflion, although it 
was the fole obje£l of the inquiry, had, in a defult'ory 
way, thrown out a large mafs of animadverfions, tending 
greatly to grounds of ^general diftruft, jand had fo obfcured 
a plain fubjeft, by confounding Indian receipts and pay- 
ments with thofe in England, and prefenting lifts ^nd ap- 
pendixes in fuch variety of forms, that none but thofe who 
.were tolerably mafters of the fubjeft could underftandthem. 
He would, he faid, endeavour, as well as his memoi^y would ' 
fcrve him, thus called upon on the inftant, to give a dif- 
tinft confutation of each head of objeftion \yhich thfe right 
honourable gentleman had ftated in his fpeech, leaving thtj 
reft of the Report to a future difcuffion, . 

The Committee had charged the Dire£):f>rs with omit- 
ting to bring 172,0001. to the debit of their eftimate foe 
intereft of the duties to be poftponcd, which by a£l of Par- 
liament was payable at fix per cent, and had been paid at 
that rate in former inftances ftated in their Appendix. He 
replied, that thofe inftances were before the time that, the 
State became partner with the Company, by taking three^ 
' Vol. XV. ,_Bbb '^ fourtlj 
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foH/tli parts of their income, after payment of their eight 
per renti dividend, and therefore, that the precedent did 
iiot apply, nor was the equity of the cale any longer the 
fame. That the charge would, to the extent of three- 
fourth parts, now be nugatory, feeing that it would, by 
juft fo much, l^fien the fum- to come to the Public, under 
the participation ; and that if] ?ihy thing was due, the fum 
was much exaggerated, feeing that the aft authorifing a 
^laim of Gx per cent, intereft for duties in arrear, not from 
the India Company alone, but from every body elfe, was 
pafled, when the legal intereft of the kingdom was at fix 
per cent, which having, by a fubfequent aft, been reduced 
to five, the Company, in paying fix fince, had paid it in 
their own wrong; alfoj that the computation was made on 
larger fums of poftponement'th'an could be required to be 
j^oftponed'; and that, upon the whole of thefe and other 
circuniftances, the Direftors were juftifiable io expefting, 
that no fuch intereft ought to be demanded. That they 
^ere alfo charged with having omitted to chnrge their 
eftimatfc with 385^0001. for infurancc of their expefted 
imports, at the peace premium of four-per cent. To this 
he' replied, that as the Company never inft^red, they could 
have no fuch payment to make, and, therefore, could not, 
' without grofs impropriety, have made any fuch charge in 

a cafli cftimate; but that it was not true that they had 
, 6mitted iti They had plainly and clearly ftated it in their 

Jlepoit, in the light in which alone it ought to be confi-* 
dered, as a deduftion to^n amount that could not be af- 
eertained from the ftock of goods to remain unfold at the 
6nd of the period of their eftimate, and that upon an ave- 
rage of twenty years, the lofles had not amounted to four 
ptT cent, but only to two one tenth; and the farplus of 
^ciods was fo great, as to leave no room to apprehend that 
fuch loffes could ever extend to the difapppintment of 
their fales. 

He obferved, that throughout the Report, it was in a 
vaft Variety of ftiapes fuggefted, that bills "had appeared to 
a great amount, which were not provided for by the Di- 
reftors* eftimate; and that whether the Corhmittee meant, 
in exprefs terms, to make that affertion Or not, they had 
fo treated the fubjeft, as to convey that idea to the reader; 
he would, however, once for all, anfwer all thofe infinu- 
ations to the Houfe—r- There did not, he faid, exifi:, nor 
Vms Ukqly to exift^ as far as the Direftors knew, a fingle 

bill 
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never profeffed accurately to ftate ai>y eftimate of their re- 
ceipts and payments abroad, which was plainly impoffible 
to be done with any exadlnefs : therefore, under this laft 
head, they had contented themfelves with giving a general 
view of their revenues and refources abroad (independent 
of what they had computed upon, as applicable to their 
commercial inveftments) and of the debts and fervices ta 
which they were applicable.; and had only drawn this ge- 
neral mference, that there was no reafon toxapprehend that 
farther bills would be neceflary to be drawn in aid of thofe 
revenues and refources ; feeing, that whilft great diffe- 
rence of opinion might prevail about the degree to which 
thofe revenues would be produftive, there was no reafon- 
able ground to fuppofe the revenues, wjiich before the war 
had produced a very large furplus, would not ftill produce 
fome furplus ; and that whether that furplus difcharged the 
burdens upon it a little fooner, or a little later, was not 
very material to the proportions upon whicl\ the Direftors 
were ordered to ftate their opinions ; that this diftinftion, 
.fo necefTary to the forming ajuft judgement on the fubje£l, 
was wholly confounded by the Report of the Committee.; 
who, bringing their obfervations to one point, but pro- 
fefledly leaving -any conclulion upon the eftimate of re\ 
ceipts and payments out of their difcuflion, although it 
was the fole obje£l of the inquiry, had, in a defultory 
way, thrown out a large mafs of animadverfions, tending 
greatly to grounds of ^general diftruft, jand had fo obfcured 
a plain fubjeft, by confounding Indian receipts and pay- 
ments with thofe in England, and prefenting lifts and ap- 
pendixes in fuch variety of forms, that none but thofe who 
-were tolerably mafters of the fubjeft could underftand them. 
He would, he faid, endeavour, as well as his memoi^y would ' 
fcrve him, thus called upon on the inftant, to give a dif- 
tinft confutation of each head of objeftion \yhich thie right 
honourable gentleman had ftated in his fpeech, leaving thtj 
reft of the Report to a future difcuffion. 

The Committee had charged the Dire£):f>rs with omit- 
ting to bring 172,0001. to the debit of their eftimate foe 
intereft of the duties to be poftponcd, which by a£l of Par- 
liament was payable at fix per cent, and had been paid at 
that rate in former inftances ftated in their Appendix. He 
replied, that thofe inftances were before the time that the 
State became partner with the Company, by taking three?. 
' Vol. XV. \ ,Bbb . fourt^ 
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for withholding payment of, but that of the lion in divi- 
ding the prey. That he trufled the Houfe would fee jit 
right to take the matter into confideration, and do juftice — 
That the Company would nefver be found tenacioufly per- 
-fevering again ft the fenfe of Parliament; but it was the 
, dut of rhe Direftors to bring forward and defend their juft 

rights till fuch decifion. It was farther obferved, that 
'great doubt was exprefied whether the Company's bonds in 
England could be kept in circulation to the amount of 
ajOOO^oool. as allowe^d by law, efpecially as the plan of the 
Direftors went upon an eftimate of decreafing payments, and 
increafing receipts. He replied, that he had ever thought, 
decreafing payments and increafing receipts the very founda- 
tion of credit. That if the Committee fuppofed the Com- 
pany's payments to their tradefmen was the oiily means of 
re-ifTuing the bonds paid in as cafli at the fales, it was a 
great miltake. There were many other ways, in which 
they could be fent to market, when it ^ould take them ofF, 
and that they knew little of the nature of ciroulating cre- 
dit, who fuppofed that they could be kept in circulation by 
any mode of forcing them out till it did. That there was 
every reafon to fuppofe, the unfunded debt of the nation, 
the enormeus amount of which alone created the difficulty, 
would foon be reduced. That the Companj had as yet 
fuftained no lofs or inconvenience by their bonds being 
paid in; and that if it fliould become an inconvenience be- 
fore the unfunded debt was reduced, gentlemen fhould 
not forget that there was a bank in this country, and 
wealthy bankers, tq whom the Compaify might, in cafe of 
need, with great propriety, apply for a temporary loan, 
on fuch fecurity as India bonds, till the natural circulation 
of them fhould comq round. That in anfwer to an ar- 
gument drawn by the Direftors, from their fo foon fextri- 
cating themfelves from the embarraffement they were in 
about the year 1773, the Committee had ftated, that they 
had then more goods in their warehoufes than now, by 
about 2,6oo,*ocol. in value; but that, on the other hand, 
it was true, that their floating and expeftcd property in the 
prefent year was much greater than in 1773. On this he 
•obferved, that it might have tended to give the Houfe a 
more juft idea of the matter if they had gone on tq ftatc, 
that the expefted importation exceeds the former by about 
.5,200,000!. being double the difference on which, to the 
difcreditof the Dire£iors' argument, they had animadverted. 

That 
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bill not provided for by tbe eftimate, fave and except a chancy 
but bd did HOt think' a certainty, that fifty lacks of rupiees 
, might be drawi) for next year from Bengal j of which trant- 
adiion the advice had arrived fince the date of the Direftors* 
laft Report ; and, except that, a fum which had been fta]te4 
in their laft Report, as expelled toi^e drawn from Bom- 
bay, and of which the amount could not then be knowt^ 
was now known to amount to 42.000I. That great doubt 
was thro\|rn upon the Tales prpduang the fum of 3,300,000!. 
annually, at which he profeffcd his aftoniftiment ; fince, 
even gentlemen of experience in the Company's a^airs^ 
who had taken a part againft the Company in politics, had, 
he bt;Iieved, uniformly concurred in opinion, that no doubt: 
could be enterftained on that head. That it was certain, 
they fliould have a vaft furplus of goods imported this ^ 
fummer; that Europe was bare of them; that the quality 
was unqueftionably of late years much improved, and fo- 
reigners gave us a preference they bad not heretofore done j 
that the Very tranfaftion of fifty bcks, of which the ad- 
vice was recently received, as above mentioned, weht to ^ - 
the depriving foreign markets of goods to that value, 
which muft increafe the demand at our fales, and particu- 
larly, that the deficiency ftated^as likely to aiife in Bengal 
raw filk, which, on an average of former periods, had 
contributed 240,000!. a year to the f^les reckoned upon, 
^nd of M'hich, it was ftated in the Report, that only the 
value of fifteen lacks was to be imported this feafon, was 
totally falfe-, for that, befides thofe fifteen lacks, thefe was ^ 
the value of thirty-three lacks on board four (hips arrivec), 
or on the Voyage, and about five lacks mpfe of an old ftock, 
befides an unknown proportion of thirty lacks laid out in 
raw filk and-filk piecfe-goods/but not explained how much 
in each-, and, confeq'uently, that fofar from a deficiency, 
there was already a clear- fupply for the whole period more 
than equal to the former average. 

He next obferved, that the Direftors were charged with 
having left out the fum of ioo,oool. due to the Public by 
aft of Parliament, which they ought to charge to the debit 
of their estimate with fix years intereft — He replied, that 
they had in their Firft Report avowed their demand tp * 
fet againft it a much larger fum, which, fince the paffing 
that a£t, a Committee of the Houfe of Commons had re- 
cognized to be juftly due to the Company from the Public, 
and which h« had never been ^blc tp difcov^r any reafon 
Bbb 2 ■' ..v for 
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danger which threatened firft,^ and at laft efiefled his d6wn- 
fal as a Minifter : fo now, when he had nothing to, fear / 

from the Company, it could not be expedted that he would 
hefitate to fpealc his fentiments freely to that body. Who 
then were the Eaft-India Company ? Not the DirecSlors, fot 
they were avoVvedly only a reprefentative body. Not the 
governors and officers abroad, for they were the fefvants of 
, the Company. Not the Court of Proprietors, for they had, 
comparatively with the Public, a very fmall interert in th*' 
wealth and property 6f the Company : their' intereft went 
no farther than their dividend, which, at eight per cent, did 
not exceed 240,oooh a year. This was a rmall fum, when * 
compared with the intereft the Public had in the Company's 
profperity ; at that moment the Comipany owed the Public 
J ,ooo,oool. and the annual duties paid to the Public on the 
imports of the Company, were greater than the Company's ' 
dividend. 

It had been faid, that the Company ^^as the condtiit-pip^ 
through which the territorial revenues were brought toEng^ 
land on the account of the Public ; but in truth and in fad, 
it might more properly be called the conduit-pipe through 
wh\ch the wealth of the Company's fervants was brought 
home: he called them fervants of the Company, in confor- 
mity to a mode of fpeaking which had generally prevailed, 
though it was well known that they were the mafters, and 
not the fervants, of the Company : this muft have been the . 
cafe, or a Governor General would never have dared to dif- 
obey the orders of the Court of Directors, and give the au- 
dacious reafon for his difobedience, that it was becaufe it was 
their order. It had been faid, that orders not only might, 
hut ought, fometimes to be difobeyed ; he admitted the truth 
of the propofition ; but he believed that inftances of fuch 
orders were very rare ; but, thougli a Governor General ; 
tnight difobey an order at one time, there could be no reafon 
to juftify him in difobeying it a fecond time, after his inaf- 
ters had condemned his difobedience in the firft ihftance, 
and cautioned him not to difobey it a fecorid time. i![nd 
yet this tecond injunftion had been treated with as much 
contempt as the firft by Mr. Haftings, In the affair of Mr. 
Briftow ; and when at hft the Company thought proper to 
give up the point, he then did, to pleafe hiitifelf, the very 
thing which he had refufed to do in confequence of orders 
from the Diredors. Mr. Haftings had a very bad or imper- 
feOi recdle<ftion of paft tranfaftions, ds Appeared from his 
letters, where he feid he had Aot drawn 6ii the Company fot 

any 
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any.fupplies, pleafing at the fame time to fofget^ there were 
at this moment bills drawn by him, not yet paid by the 
Company, to the amount of near 5,000,000!. He was as 
little inclined to give him any credit fbr great forefight in 
his fpecvalations in politics-: for though he would have the 
Public think that peace was as good as concluded, and that 
Tippoo Saib would never dare to continue the war, he wrote 
word, that Tippoo had recalled his ambaflador.from Poonah, 
and was preparing for war. Gentlemen ought not to take 
it for granted, that, becaufe France was now at peace with 
us and had withdrawn hec troops from the fervice oPTip- 
po6 Saib, that prince could receive no affillance from them : 
he fliouid be forry to impute, and he certainly did not mean 
^o impute, to the court of France any indention either to 
renew the war with us, or to give any underhand affiflance 
to Tippoo Saib :, but flill.it was poflible, if it was the inten- 
tion of that Court, to give afHflance in a thoufand different 
ways, without appearing to violate the peace ; nay, the very 
circumflance of a French army being, near his dominions, 
was in itfelf an affiflance. He admitted therei might be fome 
probability, that Tippoo Saib would not continue a war 
which, to all appearances, would be contrary to his interefls: 
but he bid gentlemen beware how they trufled to gloffes 
given to the affairs of a country lying at fo great a diflance 
as India does from this kingdom : before any power in Eu- 
rope declared for the Americans, people thought it probable, 
that, perhaps, France might interfpre, and take part in the 
quarrel ; but every man in England though^ it was impoflible 
that Spain fhould ever enter into that war as an enemy to 
Great Britain, and cionfequently as a friend to the indepen- 
dence of America. Spain, however, did that which every 
man, unacquainted with the great fprings which fet that 
monarchy in motion, fondly imagined to be impoffible : 
why, then, might not Tippoo Saib do what appeared to us 
improbable that he (hould do ? and which appears improba- 
ble, only becaufe we are unacquainted with the difpofition 
of the neighbours of that Prince. 

Mr. Fox concluded by expreffing his anxiety to fee the 
new bill for new modelling the Eafl-India Company. He 
Hill thought his own bill the befl : but he recommended it 
to the right honourable gentleman to take away the powers 
of mifmanagement from the Courts of Direfiors and Pro- 
prietors, and from the fervants abroad. ' The Company was 
at prefent a fink of corruption and iniquity ; and, let the 
right honpurable gentleman dp what he i?^ould with the pa- 
tronage. 
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trohage, he would b^ fatisfied^ if it was taken from the 
Company : for his paft^ he had rather neither t\^e Directors 
nor the Crown had it; but, if of two evils he muft chufe 
one,, he had rather fee the patronage at the whole difpdfal of 
the Crown, than continued in the hand$ of thofe who had 
always mod fhamefuily abufed it. He charged the gentle* 
roen, who had a6led as the reprefen tat Ives of Mri Hafiingi 
that day^ with having exhibited a paffioti, i^hich he would 
not name, biiuwhich, he faid, was fomething ds unlike mo- 
deAy as poffibTC. 

Mr. Dundaj faid^ he wduld hot have fifen at that late Mr. I 
hour of the night; had he not been fo particularly called ^* 
upoit and alluded to by difierent gentlettien in the courfe of 
the debate;^ but though he, for that reafoh, thought it 
necefiary to rife, he did not mean to go into a difcufhon of 
the feveral fuhje£ls that had been touched upon, to any great 
Extent. He faid, his chief view in rifing wds to Endeavour, 
at lead, to bring the minds of gentlemen back to the quef- 
tion, which fimply was, Whether relief fhould be given to 
the Eaft^India Compahy^ as far as regarded the fituation of . 
their affairs here at home ? This queftion, he conceived, 
refted entirely on grounds inbre immediately within the 
general comprehenfion of the Houfe, than the vaft variety 
of topics that had been ftated and difcuflcd, with regard to 
the fituation of the affairs of the Company abroad, the ftate 
of their bond debt in Bengal, the probable ihveftments that 
would be made for fome yedrs to come, and how far their . 
claims upon certain renters in the Carnatic were likely to 
be fatisfied. The information the Houfe had before them, 
and which had not only given occafion to the prefent quef- 
tion's being moved, but which alfo formed the fole groundt ' 
the Houfe could decide upon^ arofe out of a petition of the 
Eaft-lndia Company, alking a farther refpite of duties, and 
a Report of the Direftors of that Company, ftating the con- 
dition of their affairs, together with a Report of a Com^ 
mittee of that Houfe, alledging^ certain fa<9s as the refult of 
the invefligation they had been employed in conducting. 
Among the other caufes of his having been appealed to in 
the courfe of the debate, one had been on account of his 
having a£led as a member of the Committee that made the* 
Report, ftating certain comments upon the Report of the 
Eaft-India Dircftors. With tegard to that circumftancc, 
he had little (hare, indeed, in the drawing of the Report, 
which was chiefly formed out of materials coUefled by 
others, who with great induftry, ability, and judgement. 

Vol, XV. Ccc hafl 
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any.fupplies, pleafing at the fame time to forget/ there were 
at this moment bills drawn by him, not yet paid by the 
Company, to the amount of near ^5,000,000!. H^ was as 
little inclined to give him any credit fbr great fgrefi^ht in 
his fpecvalations in polities': for though he would have the 
Public think that peace was as good .as concluded, and that 
Xippoo Saib would never dare to continue the war, he wrote 
word, thatTippoo had recalled his ambaflador. from Poonah, 
and was preparing for war. Gentlemen ought not to take 
it for granted, that, becaufe France w;3s now at peace with 
us and had withdrawn hec troops from the fervice ofTip- 
po6 Saib, that prince could receive no affiilance from them : 
he fliould be forry to impute, and he certainly did not mean 
So impute, to the court of France any indention either to 
renew the war with us, or to give any underhand aiBflance 
to Tippoo Saib :, but flill.it was poflible, if it was the inten- 
tion of that Court, to give afliflance in a thoufand different 
ways, without appearing to violate the peace ; nay, the very 
circumflance of a French army being, near his dominions, 
was in itfelf an affiftance. He admitted there; might be fome 
probability, that Tippoo Saib would not continue a war 
which, to all appearances, would be contrary to his interefls: 
but he bid gentlemen beware how they trufled to gloffes 
given to the affairs of a country lying at fo great a diflance 
as India does from this kingdom : before any power in Eu- 
rope declared for the Americans, people thought it. probable, 
that, perhaps, France might interfere, and take part in the 
iquatrel ; but every man in England though]: it was impoflible 
that Spain fliould ever enter into that war as an enemy to 
Great Britain, and cionfequently as a friend to the indepen- 
dence of America. Spain, however, did that which every 
man, unacquainted with the great fpririgs which fet that 
monarchy in motion, fondly imagined to be impoffible : 
why, then, might not Tippoo Saib do what appeared to us 
improbable that he (iiould do ? and which appears improba- 
ble, only becaufe we are unacquainted with the difpofition 
of the neighbours of that Prince. 

Mr. Fox concluded by exprefling his anxiety -to fee the 
new bill for new modelling the Eafl-India Company. He 
Hi 11 thought his own bill the befl : but he recommended it 
to the right honourable gentleman to take away the powers 
of mifmanagement from the Courts of Direfiors and Pro- 
prietors, and from the fervaots abroad. ' The Company was 
at prefent a fink of corruption and iniquity ; and, let the 
right honpurable gentleman dp what he ^ould with the pa- 
tronage. 
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troiiage, he would b^ fatisfied^ if it was taken from tbe 
Company : for his part, he had rather neither t^le Directors 
nor the Crown had it j but, if of two erils he muft chufe 
one, he had rather fee the patronage at the whole difpcrfal of 
the Crown, dban continued irwthe hand$ of thofe who had 
always moft ihamefully abufedlt. He charged the gentle* 
roen, who had a6led as the reprefentatives of Mti Hafiitigg 
that day^ with having exhibited a paffioti, i^hich he would 
not name, but which, he faid, was fomething ds unlike mo- 
, defly as poflible. 

- Mr. Dundas faid^ he wduld hot have fifen at that late Mr 
hour of the night; had he not been fo particularly called ^ 
upoii and alluded to by difierent gentlettien in the courfe of 
the debate;^ but though he^ for that reafoh, thought it 
neceffary to rife, he did not mean to go into a difcufhort of 
the feveral fuhje£ls that had been touched upon, to any great 
Extent. He faid, his chief view in rifing wds to Endeavour, 
at lead, to bring the minds of gentlemen back to the quef- 
tion, which fimply was, Whether relief fhould be given to 
the Eafl^India Compahy, as far as regarded the fituation of . 
their affairs here at home ? This queftion, he conceived, 
refted entirely on grounds more immediately within the 
general comprehenfion of the Houfe, than the vaft variety 
of topics that had been ftated and difcufled, with regard to 
the fituation of the affairs of the Company abroad, the ftate 
of their bond debt in Bengal, the probable ihveftments that 
would be made for fome yedrs to come, and how far their . 
claims upon certain renters in the Carnatic were likely to 
be fatis£ed. The information the Houfe had before them, 
and which had not only given occafion to the prefent quef- 
tion's being moved, but which alfo formed the fole groundt' 
the Houfe could decide upon^ arofe out of a petition of the 
Eaft-India Company, alking a farther refpite of duties, and 
a Report of the Direftors of that Company, ftating the con- 
dition of their affairs, together with a Report of a Com- 
ipittee of that Houfe, alledging^ certain h&s as the refult of 
the inveftigation they had been employed in conducting, 
i\mong the other caufes of his having been appealed to in 
the courfe of tbe debate, one had been on account of his 
having a£led as a member of the Committee that made the 
Report, ftating certain comments upon the Report of the 
Eaft-India Dircftors. With tegard to that circumftancc, 
he had little (hare, indeed, in the drawing of the Report, 
which was chiefly formed out of materials collefled by 
others, who with great induflry, ability, and judgement, 
VouXV. Ccc hafl 
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had made a copfiderable prcgrefti in digeAihg the account of 
the faAs ftated to 'the Houfe as thtrefulc of their inveftigatioor 
before he was chofea a member of the Committee. Not that 
ht meant) by faying this, ^o fliift from aiFhis ihoulders any 
refpoufibility that might be thought to belong to every indi- 
vidual member of that Committee; he meant merely to- 
difclaim any of the merit that the Reports were entitled to ; . 
acknowledging, at the fame time, as it had his complete- 
concurrence, he was chargeable in common with the reft of 
the Committee with its demerit. The materials Cf the Re- 
port, however, having been, fbt? tfie chief part, coUedked be- 
fore he was upon the Committee, the beft way of difcharge- 
jng his duty he felt to be, by comparing the fafts fele^ed^ 
to be leported, with the information and the evidence whence 
thofe fads had been adduced ; and, upon finding that the 
one fully boie out the dther, he had joined in opinion witK 
the reft of the Committee, that thofe fa£ts were fit to be re- 
ported. The Committee, Mr. Dundas faid, had been una- 
nimous in confimng th^mfelves to fa£ls folely, and in no^ 
annexing opinions upon thofe izGts ; this they had been in- 
duced to agree to, from its being evident, that upon the fame 
faSs there might be diflerent opinions ; and, therefore, to 
have gone into opinion would have led to endlefs contro- 
verfy. Having thus explained what the Committee had 
limited themfelves to in preparing the Report, he faid he 
held himfelf as free, in confequence of what he had men- 
tioned, to difcufs the fa&$ ftated in the Report of the Com- 
mittee, and to reafon upon them^ as any gentleman wha 
had not been of the Committ^. H^ then entered into 7^ 
confidepdtion of feverai of the remarks and an imad versions 
upon the Report, made by Mr. Atkinfon, admitting the 
propriety of fome, and denying that others were founded. 
After going through this difcuffion, he faid the ftiort quef- 
tion was, W^re the Houfe willing, in confideration of what 
they knew of the ftate of tlie Eaft-India Company's affairs, 
tOafFord the Company that relief neceflary to the carry ing^ 
oi^ of their trade ; oc were they, from an idea, that the 
Company's affaire were in an unpromifing condition, ready 
then to chp hands on the goods in their warehoufes, and to 
recover the money due to the Public for duties^ by an in^ 
mediate fale of fuch of the property of the Company as was 
then capi^blb of being attached? Fof one, he declared, he 
had not the fmalleft difficulty in faying, he was not ready 
to give his'confent to any fuch attachment ; but he was, on 
tlie contrary, perfe£Uy ceady to join in^affi^rding the Com- 
pany 
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pany the relief the. exigency of iheir affairs at home prayfld 
for. He entered into an explanation of the nature of the 
relief that the Company had petitioned for, and Ihewed the 
reafonahlenefs of the requifjtion on the part of the Company^ 
and the (Vfety with which that ref uifilion might be complied 
with on the part of the Public. The refpite of duties was 
all that was afked ; and as a fecisrity for that refpite^ the 
Public would have tlie fatisfaftion of being certain, that the 
Company^s warehoufes wece fo full of goods, as to contain 
a fufficient quantity to furniih an annual fale, to full the 
ufual amount of the Company's fales for three years to 
come ; and a profped, fcarcely liable to failure, that thofe 
warehoufes would be fed with a fupply of goods from India» 
fully equal to the continuance of the Company's fales, for 
threek years longer than the three years immediately con^> 
mencing. Add to this, that the faticifa(f\ion would have fo 
much folldity in it, that the gpods of the Company in their 
warehoufes would, during the whole fix years, be liable to 
attachment at tlie fait of the Public, at ;any time that the 
Public flipuld think their fafety, as creditors of the Com- 
pany, required fuch a proceeding. 

Mr. Dundas having thus ftated the cafe between the Puiv 
lie and the Company, went into a difcuilion of the principal 
xeafonings that had been held in the courfe of the day, on 
the ftate of the Company's affairs, and the probable *chafnc^ 
ihould peace continue, of their emerging fpeedily from debt, 
and growing rapidly into wealth. 

In the progrefs of this difcuffion, he replied to feveral.-ef 
the arguments of Mr. prancis, Mr. Scott, and Mr. Fox,| 
and anfwered the appeal that ^ad been made to him, relative 
to the opinions he had formerly delivered on the fubjedt^f 
Mr. Haftings* conduft, in very manly ;and diredl terms. He 
obferved, that he had been charged, on the one hand, with 
not having carried the declarations of his opinion uport the 
,condu6l of Mr. Mailings far enough ; and on the other, with 
having pulhed them too far. ' This was, he faid, precifely 
the fituation he fliould be moft ardently defiroua of Handing 
in with regard to Mr. Haftings, viz. between the twp ex- 
tremes ; and to be confidered as neither a har/h ceitfor of 
that gentleman, nor as too enthufiaftic an. eulogijS:. His 
opinion of Mr. Haftings at that moment was -exadtly what 
it ever had been. He acquitted Mr. Haftings moft deci*'' 
dedly of having caufed the Marattrrti war ; butliethought Mr» 
Haftings to blame for not having pnt an end to that war 
fooner, by means of the treaty ^f Poorunda. While he 

.C c c 2 pafted 
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fo much blame, on the conduft of Mr* Haftings, it was a 
flebt of jufticc that he ftiould 4eclarc, when the Carnatic 
was invaded, 'Mr. Haftings proved himfelf a man of re- 
fources, a man of a vigorous mind, and an able chieftain, 
by the exertions he m^de for the relief of Fort St. Qeorge. 
It ought to be remembered, that at the moment when the 
Carnatic was fo unexpe^Siedly invaded, had not the ill con- 
duft of Hyder Ally, his timidity,' or want^of confidence 

i'n his army, or fome unknown caufe or other, prevented 
lis marching his troops up to the wall^ of Fort St. Cedrgc, 
Madras muft have fallen.' At that critical period, when 
. the' other Members of the Supreme Council at Bengal met 
again and again, and part«d in defpair, without refolying 
pn any meafure whatever, Mr. Haftings alone determined 
on a vigorous effort to retrieve the defpcrate affairs of the 
Company in India j and there was not a doubt, but by 
fpirited'y carrying t\\e bold enterprife he determined on, 
by His. famous minute of council, into fpeedy efFeft, he 
faved Madras. Mr. Haftings ilfo, Mr, Dundas faid, had 
all the merit he affumed in his letter of the 1 6th of De- 
cember laft, of having, on many critical occafions, fup- 
ported the other Prefidencies by a prompt and liberal relief. 
Having faid this, Mr. Dundas recurred to otiier topics.. 
Before he concluded, he took notice of what ^r. Fox had 
faid, relative to the bill intended to be brought in for the 
regulation of the government of India. He faid, it would 
not be fimilar to that brought in by the right honourable 
gentleman himfelf before Chriftmas ; but would be a bill, 
giving energy to the laws already in being, and obliging 
Government to a<St upon thofe laws, ani to afl: upon them 
^ with vigour, inftead of letting them remain tied, up as 

mufty rolls of Parlkment, perfectly ufelefs upon th^ 
jQ^elves of the office of the Secretary of State, 
f Crefory Sir Gre^^^y Page Turner declared the credit of the country 
igc Tur- at large, and the credit of the Eaft-lndia Company, wer^ 
nearly related ; that the latter was coufin-geirnaiii to tjie 
former, and that both ought to be fupported : \\t hoped, 
therefore, the Houfe woyild grant the relief required by 
the Compariy. He faid, he Ihould fupport the Bill Mr, 
titt (hould bring iu for the regulation of the government 
of the Eaft-lndia Company's affairs, becaufe he declared 
he had confidence in the right honourable gentleman, an4 
was thence perfuaded the bill would be a good one. He 

apologifed 
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apologired to the Houfe for having taken up a moment of 
their time. 

Mr. Dempjltr faid, he had been perfeftly aftoniflled at YKt. < 
the declaration, relative to the Report* of the Committee, ^«^ 
of which be had beei;! an ui^worthy member, tha^ had been 
made by an honourable gentleman, who, though he ha4 
fpoken with great ingenuity, had, in bis judgement, ex* 
prefled more plauilibility than argument. The honourabfe 
gentleman had declared, that there was no one part of the 
Report that was not founded in error, and that he would 
prove it. This promife, however, the honourable gentle- 
man had not kept : and he was not furprifed at it ; for a 
Report framed with more paitis, or drawn up in a greater 
ftile of candour, he believed had never been laid upon the 
table of the houfe. Every thing that was fair and liberal 
had marked the condufk of the Committee. They had 
endeavoured to hold a ^confuitation with fome of the Di- 
refl;or§, and to learn from them, whether the fafts that the 
Report proceeded upon, were as they underftood them or 
not : but this plan had been prevented by thofe Dire^lors 
infixing on having the queftions the^Committee wiflied to 
alk them, ft a ted in writing, and then refufing to anfwcr 
them, till they had carried them to the other Direftors, 
and taken the opinion of thofe who formed the Direftors* 
Report of the ftatc of their affairs. This, the Houfe would 
fee, KTould not be complied with, becaufe it would have 
led to fuch a length, and coft fo much time, that no Re* 
port could have been completed, fo as to have been pre* 
fented that feffion. Mr. Dempfter faid farther, that when 
the Committee were intent on the moft important part of 
their duty, he had been called away "to attend aa £led;ioa 
Committee. He had no claim, therefore, to the praife 
due to the framers of the Report ; but he was- perfuaded,^ 
they had great claim to the applaufe of the Houfe and of 
the country. He reminded the Houfe, that his friend, Mr» 
Pox, did not mean to refufe the Eaft-India Company the 
relief they ftood in need of, he only wiOied that the rcgur 
lation of the government of the Company's affairs might 
precede the relief. That rcqueft was certainly reafonable* 
There was one circumftance, Mr. Dempfter faid, that had 
fallen from his right honourable friend, with which he 
differed \ and he was fure beforehand, that when he did 
differ from his right honourable friend, he muft be in the 
Fjrong. The circumftance he alluded to, he faid, was^ 

Mr. 
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-Mr. Pox's cxprcffing a wifli, that the Eaft-India Company 
was in the hands of Government. He begged leave to 
4eprecate that idea. Rather than fee the Eait-India Com- 
pany's affairs in the hahds of Government, or, in other 
words, in the hands of the Crown, he wilbed it to conn- 
nue vhcrc it now was. Much rather fliould he fee it ever 
fo egregioufly mifmanaged by the Court of Directors, than 
<ver fo well managed by the Crown. The moment the 
Crown got it into its hands, there was, from that moment, 
an end of the liberties of this country. Perhaps, after all, 
the idea he had formerly fuggefted refpefting India would 
be found to be tKe m9ft reafonable and the moil advanta- 
geous. Abandon all thoughts of adapting any government 
to it. Give up the fovereignty, and let it remain an inde- 
pendent ftate, connefted with us by tics of commerce — 
ouch a connection would prove infinitely advantageous to 
Great Britain ; while all projefts of a Britifti government 
applied to India were utterly impoffible to b€-<arried into 
cffeft. It was impraflicable for this country, at fo great 
a diftance from India, to govern it with any advantage, 

cither to the natives or to the benefit of Great Britain ^ 

We might talk of our feelings for the natives of India, of 
our humanity towards them, and our affeclion for them, 
and our tender regard for their intercfts. Thofe affertions 
would be found to be mere words anc^ empty air. It; was 
not in human nature to earry the theory into pradice. 

At length the queftion was put for leave to bring in the 
bill^ and agreed to. 

Mr. Idea, On thefecond reading of the fmuggling bill, Mr. Edin 
faid, that he had fome 6bje£ljons to parts of this bill, 
which, involving confiderati6ns of fome difiiculty, and at 
the fame time of fome importance, ought in candour to be 
ftated in the prefent ftage of the proceeding, that the law 
officers of the Crown might give them a due attention — ^ 
He had great doubts as to the propriety, and, indeed, as to 
the meaning of the words, which extend the powers of 
fearch and feizmie, •* over the four feas^** he had alked, 
)>oth of lawyers and of feamen fome explanation of thofe 
words, and had not found any two men who concurred in 
tlieir opinions refpe£ling them ; fome extending their im- 
port into the Atlantic on tlie one hand, and to the North 
Pole on the other , and aU concurring to giire, even in the 

moft 
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Two gentlemen had been elefted lately, and fat one on 
each fide of the Houfe and at; this moment there were prc- 
cifely the fame number of gentlemen who had ferved the 
Eaft-India Company in any capacity at, home or abroad, in 
this Parliament as there was in the laft- 

Mr. Eden did not rife to opp'ofe the wilhes of the ho- Mr. Eden* 
noUrable member: if thofe people who had been in^India, 
Bnd on their return home had been elefted. members of 
the Houfe qi Commons, were the gentlemen, arid no others, 
whom he nominated India members, his pofition, under ■ ' ^ 
fuch reftridlions might be admitted : but there wer^ furely 
other perfons intimately connedled with the India Com- 
pany, who did not belong to that defcription — Would it 
be believed in the country, that thofe whom the honour- 
able gentleman had included in the lift, were all who were 
influenced by the Eaft-India- Company ? It was furely a 
delicate matter to talk about j but gentlemen had not fliut 
their eyes at the late eleftion. ^ They had obferved the 
movements of the Company, and they knew that there 
were a good many gentlemen, who, though they had never 
been iji India, and were not by prbfeflion.connefted with 
the Company, fuppofed to be friendly in their fentiments, 
and inclined to ferve them. This was a matter which he 
was by no means difpofed to enquire into ; and he fliould 
not have yfen to fay a fyllable oh the matter, if the ho- - 
nourable gentleman had not thought it neceifary to anfwer y 
the rumours by the ftatement he had given — If, there- 
fore, the honourable member thought the paper he held 
in his hand decifive on the point, as eiTential to his own 
convi£lions and thofe of the Houfe, he would not oppofc 
its being laid upon the table. 

Major Scott rofe to anfwer him, and faid, it was tm« MajorScotc^ 
pofTible for the gentlemen of India to reply to portions 

George Johnftone, ' Richard Atkinfon, 

John Townfon, Francis Baring, . ' 

Samuel Smith, jun. Paul Le Mefurier, ^ 

Sir William James. 30 Samuel Smith, jun* 30 

Lord Clive and his friends are not included in this lift, nor Mr. 
Townfon, who is out of the direftion by. rotation; however, they arc 
Jioted by the Major, though in his opinion, they could not l^ faid to 
belong to what is called the India intereft in Parliament. 

' Vol. XV. P d d " fo ' 
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tliQHgh gentlemen . of a certain deibription ia the Houfe 
might not be remarkable for abilities, they certainly were 
formidable from their numbers* The iirft obfervation he 
vfould not prefume to dilpute : the fccond he would deny^ 
by an appeal to fads ; for though this aflerion had been re- 
peated in all the newfpapers, in pamphlets, and in ope in 
particular, lately pul^lifhed, intitled, A Reprefentation to 
His Majefty, he could affure the Houfe, that from a ftridt 
examination of the lifts of the late and prefent Parliament, 
he found that there were fewer of thofe 'gentlemen who 
compofe the India members, as they are called, by two in 
this Parliament than in the laft, at the commencement of 
the feflion, as appeared from an accurate lift which be then 
held in bis hand** 

Two 

♦ The |>aper referred to was as follows : * 

A li^ of India DirectorSy Captains of Indiamen, Shipt Hufbtndsj 
in thj£ late and prefent Parliament* 
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Two gentlemen had been elefted lately, and fat one on 
each fide of the Houfe and at ; this moment there were prc- 
cifely the fame number of gentlemen who had ferved the 
Eaft-India Company in any capacity at, home or abroad, iii 
this I'arliament as there was in the laft- 

Mr. Eden did not rife to opp'ofe the wilhes of the ho- Mr. Eden* 
noUrable member: if thofe people who had been in^India, 
Bnd on their return home had been elefted. members of 
the Houfe q{ Commons, were the gentlemen, arid no others, 
' whom he nominated India members, his pofition, under 
fuch reftridlions might be admitted : but there wer^ furely 
other pei^fons intimately connedled with the India Com- 
pany, who did not belong to that defcription — Would it 
be believed in the country, that thofe whom the honour- 
able gentleman had included in the lift, were all who were 
influehced by the Eaft-India- Company ? It was furely a 
delicate matter to talk about ; but gentlemen had not fliut 
their eyes at the late eleftion. > They had obferved the 
movements of the Company, and they knew that there 
were a good many gentlemen, who, though they had never 
been iji India, and were not by profeffion . connedied with 
the Company, fuppofed to be friendly in their fentiments, 
and inclined to ferve them. This was a matter which he 
was by no means difpofed to etiquire into ; and he fliould 
not have i;ifen to fay a fyllable oh the matter, if the ho- 
nourable gentleman had not thought it neceifaiy to anfwer ^ 
the rumours by the ftatement he had given — If, there- 
fore, the honourable member thought the paper he held 
in his hand decifive on the point, as eiTential to his own 
conviftions and thofe of the Houfe, he would not oppofc 
its being laid upon the table. 

Major Scott rofe to anfwer him, and faid, it was im- Ma 
pofTible for the gentlemen of India to reply to portions 

George Johnftone, ' Richard Atkinfon, 

John Townfon, Francis Baring, 

Samuel Smith, jun. Paul Le Mefurier, , 

Sir William James. 30 Samuel Smith, jun* 30 

Lord Clive and his friends are not included in this lift, nor Mr. 
Townfon, who is out of the direftion by rotation ; however, they arc 
Jloted by the Major, though in his opinion, they could not \^c faid to 
belong to what is called the India intereft in Parliament. 

' Vol. XV. D d d " fo 
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fo vague and loofc as thofc now thrown put 5 they could 
meet, and they were ready to meet, fa£ls ; and he defied 
the moft itrenuous man in oppojGtion to contradidt the 
ftatement he had given. 

The Speaker interfered, and faid, the whole of the con- 
verfation was very irregular 5 and begged that gentlemen ' 
would not carry it farther* 

The matter dropt here* 



END OF THE FIFTEENTH VOLUME, 



V 




a »uio iwuii •/ 









